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To the PUBLIC. 



ripHE fubjecl: of the following Thoughts is of fuch a 
-*■ nature *$ that jit may, at any tira$, juftly claim an4 
engage public attention* even though no recent events, no 
uncommon occurrences, or probable future confequences, 
confpired, as-at prefent, to give it additional importance B 
and to render the difcuffion of it peculiarly feafonable. 
Early after the late remarkable change in the policy of 
Great Britain and Ireland with regard to the Roman-Ca- 
tholic religion, the writer turned his attention to the fubjeft, 
■while, to his great furprifc, nothing had been publifhed 
upon it, and when few were appearing to confider that 
change in its true confequence and magnitude. Part of the 
following pages were prepared, and even put to the prefs, 
before any popular ferment had been raifed, or any public 
oppofition formed, againft the Popilh bills in cither of the 
United kingdoms; as the reader will readily perceive from a 
few fentenccs near the beginning of the work. But the 
publication having been longer retarded than was expefted, 
?nd one part of the original deiign having been at lad at- 
tempted and peformed by others j and the main fubjeft, 
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upon reflection, appearing to require a fuller and matures 
difcuffion than could be practicable in a fmall hafty produc- 
tion hurried forward to anfwer a fudden temporary emer- 
gence, or to catch a fhort-lived impatience and avidity of 
•the public; — he deliberately reviewed, fomewhat varied, 
and enlarged his plan j in which he endeavoured to render 
it of more general an4 permanent ufe, and to adapt it more 
to the flate and ki vice of the Protectant intereft at large, 
more efpecially in the BritUh dominions. 

In a matter of fuch great and general concern, wherein 
the interefts of all Protectants are embarked in one common 
bottom, not only leflfer party-differences, but diftance of 
place, and the narrow and felfifti diitinCtions of nations, 
efpecially when they are united under one common legifla- 
ture, ought certainly tQ be forgotten. He whofe zeal for 
Proteftantifin is merely temporary or local, the paffing hu- 
mour of a day, or that can be limited by the Tweed or 
bounded by the Irifti channel, is not worthy of the name of 
a Proteftaat. — He will be forry if the friends of that intereft, 
in any of thefe kingdoms, (hall engage in the caufe, and 
profecute it upon fuch contracted and partial views. Parti- 
cularly, he will be forry (and of this he is not altogether 
without fears) if the Proteftants in North Britain (hall think 
they have attained the utmoft fcope of their wifhes and con- 
tendings, and that there is no farther occafion for their zeal 
and vigilance, when they have obtained a kind of promife, 
that the law of toleration fhall not be extended to their 
country at this time ; as long as Popery is legally patron- 
ifed, and advancing in the greater part by far of the Britiflu 
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empire 5 while the acts, at which they were fo alarmed, 
have {till their full operation in the neighbouring kingdoms; 
and while the principles, on which they were framed, are 
(till avowed and vindicated, for any thing that appears, by 
the rulers, and the men of greateft influence in all the three 
kingdoms ; and while the conceflions made to them, and 
the delay of the farther profecution of the meafure, are no- 
thing more than yielding a little, for the preient, to the 
torrent, and a courtly compliment prudently paid to popu- 
lar prejudice and difcontent. 

To inquire into the wifdom and equity of the policy ad- 
opted and adhered to almoft without exception hitherto by 
everyProteftantftate; to examine into the reafons and firm 
grounds on which it proceeds ; to rectify fome prevailing 
miftakes, and obviate fome objections moved of late in re- 
gard to it; to evince the confequent danger and impropriety 
of a change of the political fyftem on this head, and to point 
■out the neceflitjrof a fpeedy repeal of fome late acts, is the 
chief defign of the prefent publication. On the queftion 
about the toleration of Popery, (for fuch the late acts amount 
to), it might have been expected, that Britifh Proteftants 
would have been by this time uhanimoufly agreed: but it is 
too evident that in this, as in almoft every other matter of 
religion and legiflation, they have been, and continue ftill 
unhappily divided. As the queftion relates not immediately 
to the whole or any part of the Romilh religion, and fo 
the controverfy is not properly between Papifts and Prote- 
itants, but among Proteftants themfelves, it is but reafon- 
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at>l^ to allow, that perfons who have a inolt hearty coftteffljft 
and deteftation of Popery may be found on either fide. 

The writer hath -endeavoured coolly to attend to what- 
ever he hath feen published on both fides during the progrefs 
of the controverfy. As he hath met with nothing on the one 
fide to Induce him to change his firft thoughts ; fo neither 
hath he feen any thing on the other (though in fomc things 
he has the fatisfaftion to find a coincidence of fentiments, 
and though it is far from his intention to difparage the fea- 
fonable attempts and fervices of others, which have already 
had their ufe and cfFeft) to convince him, that the prefent 
publication is either tianeceflary or too late. The fiibjeft is 
fufficiently copious, and will require a variety of hands to 
do it juftice. He hopes he may be allowed to fay, that he 
hath at leafl beftowed more time and pains in his refearches 
into the fubjeft than others may have had opportunity, or 
perhaps inclination for: and as his defign is more extend ve, 
fo he has endeavoured to render his proofs and elucidations 
more full and complete. He hath alfo ftudied, as far a* 
the nature and concifenefs of the defign would permit, to 
diverfify the fubjeftj to relieve the reader's attention, and 
to qualify the difgufting dr^nefs of reafoning with incidental 
refle&ions; a colle&ion of correfponding and corroborative 
teftimonics and extrafts from authors of different principles, 
chara&ers, arid times; and an enumeration of ieleft fafrs, 
which are juftly accounted the ftrongeft and moft convin* 
cing arguments* So that thofe who are ignorant of the hifto- 
ry of Popery, or who cannot perufe many volumes, may firid 
here a key to fomc of its moft memorable paflages, and an 
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epitome of many of its principal and finking events ; while 
the learned and curious* it is hoped, may alfo find fome 
gratification, and perhaps meet with fome incidents or 
anecdotes which now are not fb commonly known. 

He hath been particularly careful to afcertain the true 
doftrine, fpirit, and practical tendency of the religion of 
Romanifls j and whether it can be compatible with the good 
of fociety in general, or the interefh of particular ftates, 
that fo the fcontroverfy may be brought direftly to a deci- 
fiou upon the moft liberal principles of toleration ever yet 
vented or adopted among us. As the qUeftion, on the mat- 
ter, refolves itfelf into a queftiori of faft, an appeal to fa&3 
and hiiloric evidence appeared the fureft and jnoft effectual 
Vay of determining it; To thefe, therefore, he has had 
recourse ; and, for a roafba very obvious, he hath ofteri 
employed the authority and teftimony of writers of the Ro* 
mifh church, as being the mod unexceptionable in this 
caufe. And as toe are fometimes told* that the church of 
Ilome hath taught what (he never pra&ifed, and, on the * 
contrary, that the obnoxious praftices of, Papifts -*toere ne- 
ver author'ffed by their principles, he hath exhibited her 
faith and practice in conjunction, and in their clofe and ne* 
ceflary tonne&ion, whereby it may appear, that they have 
mutually fupported and ftrengthened each other. He will 
not pretend that he hath been guilty of no inadvertencies ia 
fefpeft to dates, references^ or in ftating fome particular ' 
fafts, which, amidft fuch a mafs of matters, and in fuch 
a multitude of quotations, (feveral of which neceffarily be- 
hoved to be taken at fecoad hand), was ^moft unavoid- 
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zttt:- btiC rife indulgent readfer #111 ealfry par&ffi fbrfie Idfef 
miftakes, ^ 



-£#i*/ hut ineuria fudlt $ 



Aui hutnana parum cavit natura. 

Neither will he fay, that the inftances" ancf proofs adduced 
. are always the moid proper and pertinent, much lefs, that 
they are the only ones that could have beeti found : but 
they are intended only as a fpecitnen, and are fuch as molt 
readily occurred to himfelf in the courfe of his own reading 
and thinking on the fubjeft. 

Some complain as if it were unfair and injurious to urge 
the former opinions or pra&ices of the Romifti church or 
her members, or to apply the hiftory of part ages and bar- 
barous tranfaftions to the difadvantage of the caufe of mo- 
dem Catholics *. Indeed a retrofpeft to part times, and 

fuch 

~ * « Tbe FafJtfts in France shoe* loo years ago maffacred the PariGan Pre* 
•« teftams, and the Papifts in Ireland acted the Kfce tragedy in, the lift century 
" on XTifli Proteftanrs; therefore we are entitled to punifh, for tbofe execrable 
" deedSj the Papifts of the prefer* .age in this country, however guihlefs of 
" tbofe murders, however harsnlefs in their life and conduct we have hitherto 
lt found them J tboogh we can charge them with no crime, but that they art 
" Papifla. It it faid to have been a> law amongft out clans in ages of barbarity, 
" that, when a perfon belonging to one clan murdered a man belonging to ati- 
" other, the murderer, if found, was to be hanged, as he deferred } but, if he 
«< could not be found, the firft man of the fame clan, that could be found, 
" fljould be hanged in his (lead. There is fuch a fitmlarity in this to tbe mode 
" of retaliation on ft<h> that bttb tntjfl certainly bate Qrniig from the fime 
- .. „ " fonrce, 
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feh an application of the hlftory of tfiem 19 the prejudice 
of other parties, political or religious, is often both invidious 
ami unjufh It muft always be £b when the obnoxious te- 
nets or tranfcftions do not neceflarily belong to the fyftem 
of the party, and do not arift froin its nature and fpirit, and 
cfpecially when the fyftem itfelf may admit of variation and 
change, and when th* culpable things, which fame Hue 
may have been complicated and interwoven with it, ^rc af* 
towards exprefdy declaimed, and fully and -confidently re* 
nounced by fts adherents. But, with reference \f> Papifts, 
this method of proceeding and reafoning is neither invidious 
uor unjuft ; becaufe every (tenet which hath been adopted 
and maintained by the church of Rome, and every former 
deed, fo far as founded on the fpirit and principles of her 
religion, are (till imputable to the Roman Catholics of the 
prefept and every future age, as well as to thofe of the paft f 
feeing they rigidly adhere to a fyftem which, according ft* . 
them, not only hath hever been changed, but is, in the na* 
ture of things, for ever unchangeable ; whereby they ftrv$ 
themfelves heirs to all the abfrrdities, errors, and enormia 
ties of tjieir fathers ( as will appear more fully in the profit 
<Ctttioji of thp work. Every Papift, though he fbould no? 
perhaps fo plainly fpeak out, is in the fame predicament 
-with that Hibernian, who, making his la ft fpeech and cocu 

" fource, the fame primal coJe of uamraj ngfe.t.*' Qr. Campbtlti 44^e/s to 
the Ptople of Scotland, p. 41. 

*• It is to no pmpofe to pick, from the hiftory of tumultuous timet, exam* 
* pies 0/ fraud or cruelty prtclifed by Papift* : were the Papi£s inclined to rctg- 
*' fete, they could rcfteUly make Ju*vy reUMaiioix. 1 * Ltftm on reftgimt 
Xlo40rofaH t Ui,i\. 
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fefllon at the place of execution, that he might not be damned 
for not believing enough, declared, <c That he was a Ro, 
u man Catholic, and died in the communion of that churchy 
€€ and believed as the Catholic church ever did believe, 
€C ftpw doth believe, or $ver (hall believe." 

If the writer hath been obliged foinetimes to toijch oq 
the fore places of hiftory, and to bring to view fame things 
not fo pleafing ; or if he hath been more large or parties 
Jar on this part of the fubjeft than fome may think need- 
fid, the ignorance or impudence, the difingenuity or fcep^ 
tical incredulity of fome modern advocates for the Romaq 
Catholic caufe, muft bear the blame. He had no inten-i 
tion at firft of dipping fo deeply into the hiftory of Popery, 
or of fwelling the nptes }n fome places to fuch a difpro-? 
^portioned length ; it was indeed no grateful or eafy tafl$ 
(efpecially to pne fecluded from all accefs to any public li- 
brary, and amidft continual- interruption s> and avocations) 
to ranfack the muftyrqgifters of Rome's errors, of her folr 
lies, and her crimes ; but the fentiments prevailing, and 
the turn that the controversy ihath taken in the prefent 
time, feemed to render this indifpenfibly neceflaj-y. If he 
had entirely pafled, or but fuperficially touched this part 
Of the fubjeft, as is frequently done, he had faved himfelf 
$he greateft part of his trouble ; but, at the fame time, 
would have deprived, in his opinion, the main argument 
of much of its evidejice and force : and perhaps, fome 
may think, would alfo have deprived the reader of good 
part of his entertainment. He chufed not to expofe him- 
felf to the charge of building a fuperftrufture without % 
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foundation, or of proceeding upon a hypothefis which is- 
elther not admitted at all, or may be liable to be contro- 
verted at pleafnre. However much he might be fatisfie^ 
|n his own mind, that the common idea and current pic- 
ture of Popery is juft, yet it is become needful to draw it 
again from the original, or carefully compare it with it, 
to difcover the true and ftriking likenefs. Befides, after 
having launched out into fuch an extenfive ocean, he found 
it difficult to reach again the fhore : he endeavoured, hdw- 
ever, all along to keep in view the main objeft 5 and to 
bring the mixed variety of particulars collected in the 
notes* to converge and concenter in one point, as rays 
meeting in a. focus, reflecting upon it a brighter and ftrong. 
£r light, , x 

He had yet another reafon for taking a .greater liberty 
and latitude here : he apprehended that a bare recital of 
fome of the doctrines and facts produce^, while they tend 
to illuftrate and confirm the general argument, may alio 
ferve indirectly to confute and expofe that religion, which 
could give birth or fanction to fuch abfurd and monftrou* 
things, and may prove no inconfiderable antidote againft 
the dangerous infection which may attend it when it ap- 
pears in its new and fashionable diiguife. To difclofe fome 
ftriking facts, to flrip it of its mafk and paint, may imprefs v 
the human mind with the falfity and odioufhefs of that 
baneful fiiperftition, and excite an abhorrence of it, more 
perhaps than laboured arguments, and the moft pathetic 
declamations : for the reverfe of what fome have faid of 
yirtue ipay triply be faid of Popery, * In order to be hated 
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«* fte occds oply to he feen." To thatmoft corrupt fyftem 
the words of the poet, fo often mifquoted againft religipn 
in general, may be fitly applied * 

TflBta religio potuit fuadere malorum ! , 

As for the deluded Catholics, (whofe temporal and eternal 
felicity, and confequently their converfion, he ardently 
wifties), many of -whom, he is inclined to believe, are in 
great jgeafure ignorant of fomc evils belonging to their 
own creed, and of its extent and dangerous tendency* 
though tbe bufinefs in this controverfy is not immediately 
with them, yet if it can be made evident that all or any of 
thofe. opinions or practices, which they fcruple not now to 
call impious and damnable y were ever maintained or autho* 
Hied by their church, they muft hereby t>e reduced to this 
alternative, either to adopt and avow thefe impious and 
damnable tenets, with all their native fruits and confequen-? 
ces, or elfe declare themfelves to be no longer of the faith, 
and communion of that church j neither of which they will 
*t preient fairly and honeftly do. 

. It Is poffible the freedom of tomt of the following 
thoughts may be difpkafing to fome. But in this age of 
freedom, are freedoms only to be taken op one fide? Are 
they then only allowable when they happen to coincide 
with fafiiionable fchemes* and with the capricious tafte and 
hpmour of the age ? He can fay, he aims no reflexions 
Bgainft men l)tt meafures $ nor has he refpeft to perfons 
but principles* As he courts not the favour* fo he fears 

not 
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toot the frown of any, when he is confcious of fpeakidg 
truth with a good intention. According as he apprehends 
there is juft caufe, he cenfures pr approves without either 
fupercilioufly contemning, or auxioufly coveting the fane- 
lion of common opinion, or the authority of eftabliftied 
laws or cuftoms, in the one or in the other. Though he 
has not refufed (bmetimes to avail himfelf of the help of 
others, yet he will be found not .to have fervilely adopted 
the fentiments, or trod over the beaten footftcps of any 
who have gone before him. With a freedom which is 
the birthright of every Britifh Proteftant, he dares, to ex* 
prefs his feelings and conviftions, without regard to unrea- 
fonable prejudices, however prevalent, and without flatter- 
ing parties of afty defcription. Placed at a happy diftance, 
he can behold the buttle and intrigue, the violent ferments 
and contefts of our modern faftions, without feeling any 
other emotions than thofe his general relation to the com- 
munity, and his intereft in the public fafety or calamity ex* 
cite ; and to him their interefts, characters, and conduit, 
their rife or fall, their honour or difgrace, are objefts of 
equal indifference, except according as they appear to aft 
in conformity to the unchanging laws of truth, religion, 
liberty, and public good, or to deviate from them. And he 
himfelf defires to be judged, and is willing to.ftaijd or fall 
*n the very fame terms. 
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FREE THOUGHTS, ^fr. 



ALL human things are neceftarily fubje&ed to perpe- 
tual change and revolution. From this neceffity, 
kmgdoms and empires are not exempted. Thefe 
.have a certain point of elevation and grandeur to which 
they may comt, but no farther ; which when they have once 
attained, their afpiring ambition, power, and pride mull be 
flayed. They have, like the rolling ocean, their flu^ and 
reflux, their flourHhing and declining dates : they rife but 
in order to fall again t if they aftonifti the world by their 
greatnefs, they mult fome time or other caufe no lefs afto- 
nifhment by their overthrow. When, like a meteor, they 
have fhined and blazed a while, theta fuddenly they vanUh 
and die away, feared y leaving a trace behind them. 

u When empire in its childhood firft appears, 
" A watchful fate o'erfees its tender years ; 
" When grown more ftrong it fwells and ftretches out, 
" And elbows all the kingdoms round about : 
" Till from behind there ftarts fome neighboring ftate, 
f< And pufhes.on its now unwieldy weight j 
" Then down the precipice of time it goes, 
. fi And finks in minutes, which in ages rofe." 
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t wifti the latter part of the poet's defcription turn not 
out to be prophetical of Britain's doom. That (he is, pre- 
sently, m a very critical fituation, feems to be a raft oa all 
: * hands confefled. She has long been climbing to her fum- 
mit of power, and advancing to her acme of glory, from 
which fhe is now in no fmall hazard of tumbling headlong. 
Some fanciful philofophers have talked of climaclerical 
years in the life of man, which are fuppofed to terminate 
in fome remarkable events, and in which a perfon is in the 
utmoft danger of death, or fome great evil. It would 
appear there are indeed certain periods in the hiftory of na- 
tions, fomewhat like to thefe : and fuch, perhaps, may the 
prcfent be accounted in the annals of Great Britain. She 
looks as if ftie were now paffing through her grand climac- 
teric ; but how flie fhall ^fcape from it, is beyond all 
human fagaciry to dmne. 

Certain afts of the Britifli legislature, refpefting the 
American colonies, have been followed by a train of 
ftrange and important confluences, of which, at firft, 
there was fcarcely the flighteft appreheafion, and which 
|K)fterity never will forget. Thefe arts, and the meafures 
attending them, have, for a long time paft, been the gr$at 
matter of fpeculatibn with the public, and the fubjeft of 
much wrangling and debate. In this cpritefted field have 
whole legions of combatants, on either fide, appeared; 
throwing out, with abundance of keeimefs, the heavleft 
charges, and the fe^ereft recrifhlaatiohs agaiaft each other. 
A thoufand {peeches have been made, ten thoufand pens 
employed, and ten thoufand times ttk th<mfiiad tongues 
fharpened and efnbittered, upon the difagreeable theme. 
On this topic all the powers of learning -and rhetoric as 
well as Billihgfgttte fcurrility have been exhaufted ; and 
every argument,' which *wh or wifdom* «itereft or faftion 
could tfevife, hath been canvafled. And had party rage 
*1hus : (pent itfelf, and fumed away, it had been well : but 
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more formidable and more deftru&ivc weapons have been 
applied for deciding the controvcrfy, and the blood of 
thoufands muft mark the fiereenefs of the unnatural quar- 
rel. — Happy for Britain, happy for America, had they ta- 
ken the counfel of the wifeft of men. and ceafed from this 
ruining and growing contention^ before it was meddled 
with! 

Of the equity or injuftice, the good or bad policy of 
thefe afts or meafures, I mean not at all to fpeak. Can 
the mod fharp-fet feeder on politics, or the moft violent 
bigot of party wifh to have this fame cold difh perpetually 
ferved up ? Of thefe queftions have we not already had 
enough ? Yes : of thefe our fick, diftempered, rcnvulfed 
and bleeding country cries,— we have already had more 
than enough. It is time we were learning a little more * 
temper, humility and fobernefs from our misfortunes j that 
we were defifting from our heats and animofitiesi and be- 
coming a little more ferious about the moft ferious things. 
It were more proper that all parties were foregoing the 
bitter words and cenfures fo lavifhly and fo fruitlefsly di- 
rected againft each other*, and were changing them into con- 
feflions and prayers unto offended Heaven ; and that after 
infifHng Co long upon the conduft, or mifcondutt of men, 
on either fide, they fhould now enlarge and elevate their 
views to behold the fupreme hand of Him who rules the 
nations, and humbly acknowledge and religioufly revere 
the incomprehenfible conduft of a divine Providence, ever 
wife, ever holy and juft. A confeioufhefs of common 
guilt, and common dangers might at laft unite all in the 
profecution of the public good ; and fhould awaken them 
to a mature confideration of the true and higheft intereft 
of themfelvcs, and their country. 

From vain and idle jangfmgs j from trite and thread* 
bare politics ; from fuch intemperate and deadly feuds | 
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from money-bills, and taxation-laws, it is high time to ret 
call the minds of the Britifti people, to a fubjeft that de«: - 
ferves far more attention than appears yet to have been be- 
llowed upon it : a fubjett moft intending to every pro- 
teftant. Some ottier adls befides theft above referred to* 
and of a different kind, have lately been made by the 
fame legiflative authority, which, by their tendency and in 
their qonfequerices, cannot fail deeply to affect the eftabUfh- 
-ed fyftcm of religion and government : afts which appear 
with a very threatening afpeft upon the welfare of theff 
kingdoms, and which mufl operate more than all the reft, 
if not timely prevented from operating, to their unfpeak- 
able prejudice^ if not their fpeedy ruin. Though by fom^ N 
it may be deemed a paradox^ I fcruple not to fay, that they - 
forebode a greater danger, and more dreadful and perma- 
nent evils than thpfe which rent thirteen provinces from 
Britain ; which coft her thoufapds of her men, and mil- 
lions of" her money ; and which continue yet to ftain her. 
fcas, and wide-extended cqaft$ with carnage and blood. 

Aipqpg all enlightened aqd civilized nations, nay, among 
Barbarians themfelves, rtligion, whatever kind of it hath 
been embraced, h^s ever been confidered as the chief andi 
leading objeft of th^ir care. And wit{i good reafon. — 
.Religion is not only of the higheft advantage and impor- 
tance to the individual, but alfq to fociety. It has juftly 
been viewed as the bafis of civil government, and the main 
and fureft pillar on which fociety ftands. Without it thefe 
never could attain their end. Religion and government 
have a mutual relation, and a reciprocal dependence upoi* 
each other. They are naturally defigned and fitted for 
the ftrifteft unioii, and the cloftft alliance ; and by their 
union, like allies, they mutually ftrengthen one another. 
Hence religion muft ever deferve to be attended to as a 
primary objeft of legiflation ; the public defence and fuf>- 
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- port of it, becomes a principal political duty, and muft, 
piake a fundamental law in every well-regulated ftate* *% 

Thus in *Br:tain the legal maintenance of the Proteftant 
religion, -and the fulleft fccurity of its profeflbrs againft the 
tyranny and perfidious arts of Romanifts, is a prime objett 
pf policy, and the laws to that effeft are made a diftin- 
guifhed and effential part of our happy confjitution. Our 
civil and religious privileges are thus twifted intimate- 
ly and infeparably together ; and the one cannot be touch- 
ed or injured, but the other muft alfo be affected. A$. 
they are by the fame means fecured, fo in like manner^ 
may they be endangered and loft, if the people are not 
ftri&ly upon their guard. If our civil liberties and rights 
pught to be jcaloufly watched, much more the religious : 
as the lois of thefe would be incomparably the greateft, lb 
the danger to which they are expofed is nothing lefs. And 
never is the danger greater, than in fuch a time as the pre- 
sent, when all veneration for religion is generally difcard- 

* It was a con fe fled troth among pagans," that, in inftitutcs, thefirft, and 
pu.ft important article, is the belief xi the gods, *' and fo it was (fays Phi- 
** tarch) that with vows, oaths, divinations and omens, Lycurgus fanliificd 
" the Lacedemonians, Numa the Romans, ancient Ion the Athenians, and 
" Deucalion the Greeks in general : and by hopes and tears kept op 
?• amongft them the awe and reverence of ^elig^on. ,, 

•* The 6rft law of the constitution, fays another, (hould be for the fu.p- 
V port of uhat relates to the gods, the demons, and our parents, and in 
general of whatever is good and venerable.'' Arches ap. Stobcum. 

Plato makes it the ncccflary introduction to his laws, to e(hbli(h the being 
and providence of the gods by a law againft facrilege. de Left bus. In 
Jike manner Cicero prefaces his laws in the following manner ; ** Sit igitur 
«• h«c a principip, per (pa tuna civibns, domino* efle omnium rerum ac mo- 
•« deratores Decs, eaque qua; geratitur, eorum geri vi, ditione ac numinc, 
«« eofdcmqne optime de genere hominum mereri : et qualis quifque fir, quid 
** *ga*> q"id in fe admit tat, qua mente, qua pietate colat religiones, intueri, 
«« piorumque et iropiomm habere rationem. Utile eflc opinianes has, qui* 
«« neget, cum intclligat, quam multa firmentur, jurcjurando quantse falutis 
«• fint fademm religiones quam multos divini fupplicii metns a fcelere reyo- 
*• carit; qutmque fanc*ra fit focietas civium inter ipfos, Diij imooorialibus 
"?■ intcrpofitis, turn judicibus, turn tcftibns." De Lej. 
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td, and men are almoft wholly funk into atheifm and bru- 
tality. 

How fad is it to reflect, that amidfl all our other fquab- 
blc$, and contefts, the belt of caufes fhould be fo fhame- 
fully forgot : that our holy and divine religion which may 
Well claim the greateft, tan hardly obtain the fmalleft (hare 
in our regards^ As to certain other objects and intercfts the 
public appear to be fufficiently awake, as , to this it is yet 
{lumbering, if not totally dead. About fome other points 
we are, perhaps, too eager and warm, but as to this wc 
are, by far, too cold and remifs. For fome other privi- 
leges many have long been jealous, and loud, but with 
relpeft to religion, where there is, at leaft, as much ap- 
parent, reafon, fcarce any are admitting into their breafts 
the fmalleft fufpicion : but all are become fecure and in- 
active to an aftoniftung degree. They feem as if they had 
difmifled all care of futurity, refigned their profpect of im- 
mortality, and had no higher wifh for themfelves or their 
pofterity than to rank with the fwinifb herd of Epicurus ; 
to eat, and drink, and fport themfelves a moment, and go 
to the devil wheH they die. The noble flame, derived from 
the altar, which anciently did warm the breafts of the 
patriot in the fcnate, and the hero in the field, it would 4 
feem, is now altogether extinct in the hearts of degenerate 
Britons. The profligate vulgar feel it not, and the modern 
great are equally Grangers to it. 

If irreligion, indifference, and profanenefs are fpread- 
ing through the nation, it need not be much wondered at,, 
while thofe who are placed in the higheft and moft conspi- 
cuous ftations continue to give the infamous example. Is 
it not a truth that many of thofe, who compofe the fu- 
prcme council of thp kingdom, are fuch avowed infidels, 
and profefled debauchees, that they are an eternal difgracc 
to a Chriffian land ? If their impieties were confined to 
their ordinary circle of life, or apparent only in their pri- 
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rate conduft, they would then be lefs mifchievous, and 
might more eafily be borne with. But when they carry 
tbem with them to the place of public judicature •, whea 
they are (offered to mingle with their counfels and debates j 
when they are breathed forth in their fpeeches, or infufed 
into their afls; when they are with barefaced impudence 
rented, and without check, allowed to go abroad, poifon- 
t ing the age, doth not this call aloud for national refent- 
ment, and public correftion ? Muft not every good man 
grieve when he fees a Britifh parliament, where virtuous, 
and manly fenfe, ftrift decorum, fober wifdoxn, an<J grave* 
and'examplary piety fhould ever reign, degenerating into a 
a fchool of fceptkifm, and profanenefs? In that houfe* 
where a man, for hinting a wprd difrefpeftful to the ma- 
jefty of an earthly mortal ibvereign, would be ordered to 
the Tower $ and where, perhaps, for a breach of order 
and trifling form, or a violation of fome punftilb of mo- 
dern honour, he would be brought to his knees $ yet there 
may not any baptized infidel dare to play the Deift and the 
fcoffer at pleafure ? Wholly loft to virtue, decency, and 
ftiatne, throwing off all reverence equally for the Deity 
and the public, forgetful of the ftanding laws and inftitu- , 
tions of their country, and the higher tribunal which thejf 
ihali not efcape hereafter, with open mouth, may they net 
impugn the Scriptures, burlefque their facred contents, and 
blafpheme the Majefty of Heaveri, with impunity, if not 
with applaufe ?* 

Pud* 

• If the public are not impofed upon by the parliamentary r.ews and 
{pecches publilhed from time to time, thefe afford too many inftanoes to 
vouch for what is above fuppofed. How often hath the language of inspira- 
tion been todicrouuy haled in to ferve the purposes of wit, declamation or 
jnveelrve ? Have not incmprchcnfible myfteries indifcriminately been derid- 
ed, mnd the belief of them reprefentcd as the extreme of folly ? Has not the 
vew hirtb, the exprefc doclririe af the teacher come from God, been wantonly 
altadcd to, and obtiqutW ridiculed ? Was not a contempt of divine ordi- 
sanies, tnd a cuAomary abfence from the public worftia <tf the Sabbath 9 

Urac 
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Pudet hac opprobria nobis, 

Et diet potuiffe, et non potuijfe refdlu 
From fuch an aflembly of men, or in which fuch men are 

fome time ago avowed and boaftcd «jfF, by a certain member, in the honour- 
able houfe ? And have not fome of late, in the fame place, more than in(i- 
nuatcd, that the different forms of faith, and chc various profeflions of religion 
are but matters of indifference ; and that the groffcft errors and idolatries of 
papifts are mere fpeculative and harmlefs opaiians ? And in fine, to fhew 
with what audacity a noted blafphemef can yet fet his mouth againft the 
heavens i did he not lately in that high aflembly, traduce a venerable prophet 
and judge in Jfrael, as an infamous pri eft ; and the orders delivered by him 
to Saul in a certain cafe, exprcfty from the mouth of Jehovah himfeif, as de» 
xlared in the facred hiftory, as equally Infamous ; allcdging that this was the 
only inftance, which could equal in cruelty and injuftice, the bat barous and 
iphuman orders of that unfortunate general whole conduit he was then 
arraigning ? C->uld the atheifm of a Vanim, a Hobbes> or Spinofa, pofliblygaf 
beyond this? 

If we were to carry the inquiry farther, we might perhaps find fome 
taftances of the fpirit of impiety, so 'predominant in this age, in characters 
far more exalted. We are far, very far, from fufpecting our amiable 
Sovereign of favouring the fyftetn of modern infidels, or of any intended 
difrefpeet to Chriftianity : yet how can he, or rather tame wicked and pro* 
fiigate minifters by wbofe influence he is directed, be exempted from the 
charge of countenancing and propagating fome irreligious practices, by the 
contagion of their powerful example? What elfe mean the Sunday expedi- 
tions, the pompous parading by land and water, which all the world hath 
lately helrd of, and multitudes witneflcd ? What mean the levees at court, 
the mufical hands and concerts, and plea lure companies permitted about fome 
of the royal palaces, on that day, confecratcd, by the authority of Heaven, 
to {acred reft, the fervice of the King of kings, and attention to fpiritualand 
eternal things ? Should a Proteftant king of the Brunfuic line, of whofe 
pious as well as peaceable dif^oStions, the moll flattering hopes were once 
entertained, ftain the records of his reign, and provoke the difpicafurc o* the 
.Omnipotent againft himfelf, his illnlirious family, and the whole realm, by 
practices fo unworthy, fo unwarrantable, and of fuch pernicious influence ? 
.Shall he attempt, practically to aiuhorife what fome of his predecctfors to 
lheir indelible infamy attempted to introduce and eftablifh by laws (ft range 
laws!) the open profanation of the Sabbath ? In vain are laws remaining m 
force, prohibiting travelling, bufinefs and fports on the Lord's day, if the 
firft magistrate, and thofe who fhould be the moft facred obfervers, and exe- 
cutors of the Uws^ (hall teach all the world to difregard them ? 
— — — Compomtur orhis t 
Regis ad exextplum, nee Jic infteBere fenfus 
Humsum cdifta valent % ut viu rcgentis. 

i ~"~ fuffered' 
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fttfered, need we tie farprifed to find fome obnoxious a&s 
proceedings unfriendly to religion ? Thefe muft neceflarily 
ipeak the language, and. bear the; complexion, of their fra- 
tners. Do men gather grapes of thorns 9 or Jigs ofthifilu t 

. Of another fpifit, and of far different principles, tverc 
the legiflatdrs and patriots of other times. Of the valut 
and importance of religion io gentyral, and of the Pro- 
teftant reformatiort in particular, they formed a 'higher 
and jufter eftimace: and the dangerous evils of Popery 
and antichriftiauifm appeared to them in another point of 
View. Dear as their other tight? and privileges \y,ere held 
by them, and however vigoroufly they exerted themfelves 
in the caufe of civil liberty \ yet was their religion reckon- 
ed (till dearer, and worthy of the preference ; koowiag 
that, without it, their houfes and inheritances, their riches 
and their honours, their liberty and their lives, would turn 
to finall account *. Hehce their ftriigglings and contend- 

ings 

• ** We have of late," faid a gentleman (Mr. Houfc) in the third parlia- 
ment of Charles I* " entered into confideration of the petition of. rights^ 
" an<! the viulation of it: and upon good reafons, for it concerns our goods, 
" liberties and lives. But there is a right of a higher nature, which 
tk preferves us for greater things, even the eternal life, our fouls, yea on? 
«* trod hirr.ifclf. A right of religion direOed to us frotn the King of kiqgs, 
** confirmed to as by the kings of this kingdom, and enacted by laws in 
"•• this place, ft reaming down to us in the blood of martyrs, and witnefied 
" front heaven by miracles, even miraculoas deliverances. This right, in 
*« the name of this nation, I now claim, and defire that there may be a deep 
** and Tenons confideratinn of the violations of it." 

Another (Sir Walter Earl) moved, . in the fame parliament, that 
religion mould have the precedency of all matters, " But. let no 
'* man miftuke me,** faid he, " as if I were lefs fcnfible of the violations 
** of the fubje&s liberties than any m; n elft who fits here, wbofoever 
** he be. No, Mr. Speaker, I know that the caufe of juftiee Is God"* 
«« caufe, as well as the caufe of religion ; but what good will theft rights and 
" liberties do me, or any man elfc, who reibWe* to live and die a Proteftant? 
'* Nay, what good will they do me, or any man* who refolves to live and 
" die a freeman, and not a Have, if Popery and AmAm**ifm s joining hand 
" in hand, as they do, be the means, together with ike Som'tjb Hierarchy, to 
«* bring in a Spanifh tyranny among us, ucder which theft laws and liberties 
f * '\m*iA 
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ings-on this head ; and hence their laudable care to.fecnre 
the free enjoyincn't of this invaluable blefling, not only to 
themfclves, but their lateft posterity. 

■- • » * ., 

Indeed, had not our fathers been more zealous and ac- 
tive in this caule than the modern fpirk, and fafhionable 
principles, of the met of this age will allow them to be, 
we had never been emancipated from the tyranny of 
Roine, but, to this day, had remained immerfed in the 
deepest '(hades of ignorance and fuperftition ; killing the 
prieftty tiod* and wearing the ignoble (hackles of (la very, 
which all Europe* in paft time, groaned under, and under 
which ibme neighbouring nations are ftill deprefled. We 
might yet have been hugging a. Crucifix, killing an Agnus 
Dei, proftraring ourfelves to a wooden block, old clouts, 
Or dead men's bones, (ending Peter* s-pence to Rome, or 
buying bulls and indulgences from thepcej trudging in 
pilgrimage to LoretU, Winijride 9 * well, or St. Thomot 

" mud of neeeffity ceafe." The houfe agreed to the motion, and appeared 
to be animated by the fame fentiments : they prefented a declaration to 
the king, in anfwer to his meffage for battening the hill of tannage and 
poundage, reprefenting, " That they could not without impiety to God, 
u difloyalty to his Majefty, and unthankfoloefs to thofe who fent them* 
*' proceed therein, without giving precedency to religion, which was in great 
" danger from Popery and Arminiartijm." And when, iu profecution of this 
refohttion, (hey were engaged in a ftritl enquiry into thefe grievances, and 
cooftrained, through the king's orders, to aUjnirn, they .refuted to rife till 
theyhtd firft ^ade a fpirittd protection ; the fir ft article of which was, 
«« Whoever (hall bring in innovation in religion, or by favour ieek to ex* 
" ** tend or introduce Popery or Arminianifm, or oiler opinions difagreeing 
•« frotytJM use and orthodox church, (hall be reputed a capital enemy to the 
« kingdom* and commonwealth." Macaulay's Hlft* of Engl, vol.' IT. 
Ecbarfo Hifi p. 4.4*, &c> The noble, fentiments, thp wife and vigorous 
proceedings, the aealous efforts, of a numerous and trnly JUadrions band of 
patriots in both kingdoms, who have promoted the canfe of reformation, wo 
*i«f} forbear w mention. They are to he learned more. largely from the 
4tttkori«s of their times i thoqgfc&ldom .either fatty or fairly from any of the 
admired pages of the tribe el modern hiAortographc rs ; whofe partial ac- 
•ceunts, dHhmed pictures, and. bad tenecliona and iufinuations, exhibit vile 
libels, inilaadof biftorieso* the-cbairaclers, anduraafrCIoofcoi the timet of 
tefirmtfom.. * 

Bf*htt\ 
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Btckets (brine, repeating Ave Maria' s t or adoring a 
wafer J 

Had our rulers but kept the ground we had already 
won, and prefer ved what we were actually in pofleffion of, 
they might, perhaps, have been excuied, though they had 
not turned reformers, or proceeded to advance our imper- 
feft reformation to a further degree of purity* But in* 
Head of attempting td finifti what their anceftors had left 
undone, they are difpleafed with what they had done, and* 
putting to hand to overturn it : they are become bold or 
foolifh enough to pluck up the legal fences, raifed up 
againft the attempts of reftlefs and dangerous men ; they 
malt now unchain the wild beafts which hare long bceft 
juftly feared and fettered, that they may ream about at 
large, like the- arch-fiend their leader, feeking whom they 
may devour. Though we would wifh to believe, tbaf 
through ignorance or inadvertence they may have done it* 
yet they have hereby (hewed themfelves not only cool, but 
treacherous friends to the religion and true liberties of 
their country* and have reached, indirectly, a blow at * 
part of the Britiih conftiturion, which, of all others, ought 
to be held mod facred and inviolable. % 

• * * 

It might have been expe&cd # at leaft, that.no innovations 
of this fort would have been rafhly made, but that any, al- 
teration or repeal of fuch laws, would have been proceed^ 
ed to with the utmoft deliberation and caution : whereas* 
on the contrary, nothing could be more baity and precipi- 
tant, than the manner in which the late aft fair the relief 
of the Roman Catholics was pafled. The bill Wa6 brought 
into parliament/ hurried through and paflecLat the end of 
the feffion, almoft before the nation were apprifed of it, 
and before they had doe tithe to weigh its import, cr ma* 
truely confiier its tendency. It is a-litthf fufpicJieus like, 

i ©2 tha* 
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that the Legislature fbo6ld, in* t^is manner, ileal a fudde* 
march upon the people, when they were lying a fleep, and 
at this time dreaming of no danger from this quarter. Be- 
fore they had proceeded thus fas, in a matter iq which the 
public and pofterity are fo deeply interefhx}, it might hav* 
m beeq proper, to have felt a little the pulfe of the nation, 
and both to have confulted and paid fome deference tq 
the general voice of their conftituents, in whofe behalf 
they 'aft. 

The fmall oppofitioqr this bill met with, in every ftagQ 
df its progrefs, may. appear no lefs furprifing; if any thing 
in this age of revolutions and wonders qan be accounted 
ihrprifiug* One would be induced to think, that either 
ihe fubjeft of it were of finall confequence, or that th$ 
equity and good policy of it were fo obvious to all, as to 
preclude any debate*' otherwifc ibmething of this nature 
Slight have been expefted, in an aflembly where endlefs. 
altercation and eternal ^vyar prevail abQut evecy other mat- 
ter, where fo many antagonists are always equipt for the; 
combat, and panting eager for the fight; who will not 
fcruple, on other occafions, to convert the fenate-houfe to 
r circus f or bear-garden^ for trifles light as air. For any 
thing that appears, fcarce the (hadow of one argument, not 
fb much as a flowery trope,' or a biting farcafm, has been 
employed in oppofition : for once our Sand**ches and our 
Sbelb***nes f our lt**ths and our B**kes, our W**kefes 
^nd our W***rns 3 bur jR**ty\r, and opr F?xes, like Herod 
and BilaU) are become friends, and, I fear, on a fimilar de- 
fign too. It feems none of our fage heads could find their 
wits 6n fuch a caofe, nor any of our wordy orators their 
tongues. Where is the wife ? where is the fcr'tbe ? where 
u the difputer of this world.?. But I truft, that we are not 
yet fo faj; gone in the popifh faith, as to take the agreement 
qy vote ?f a few peers or commoners for an indifpntabLe 
propf of the excellence of tl*e law. It is a happy privi- 
lege, 
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lege, flUl in referve for a free people, to judge for them- 
felves ; and in iuch a cafe they ought certainly to claim 
(heir privilege, and lpok with their own eyes. 

Some time ago, -the Parliament made a very unpopular 
and offensive aft for regulating the government of Quebec , 
by which Popery is not merely tolerated, but the Romi(h 
priefts are entitled to a legal maintenance, through that 
large and ex ten five province. This aft, at the time of pai- 
firig, made fome noife, and met with confiderable oppofi* 
rion ; and continues frill to be a matter of complaint, and 
pot without caufe. That aft, in fo far as it relates to reli- 
gion, in which view only it belongs to our prefent conll- 
deration, is entirely indefenfible. With what juftice can 
falaries and revenues be appointed by law,-. for fupporting a 
fet of men, whofe office and employment are pernicious to 
the interefts of mankind *, whofe chief buitnefs it is to 
maintain and enlarge the empire of ignorance, fuperftition, 
and idolatry ; who, befides the damnable and blafphemous 
doftrines whereby they ruin fouls, arc then afting moft in 
charafter, when they are teaching the fubjefts of a Pro- 
teftant government principles of fedition, revolt and trea- 
ibn ? With equal propriety, might the law provide a live- 
lihood for quacks and mountebanks, for vending their poi- 
fens ; or indemnify thieves and (harpers, and fecure them 
in the uodifturbed enjoyment of their ill-got fpoils; 
or affign a reward to banditti publicly to rob arid mur- 
der on the high-way. Thdogh the plea of liberty of 
confeience, and lenity towards the popifli bigotted in- 
habitants, already planted in that country, were to be 
admitted in behalf of fuch a law for the prefent, and 
with rcfpeS to the fmall part of the country already let- 
tied 5 yet this plea can have no place, when it is consider- 
ed as a law, defigned for alafting and perpetual fettlernent, 
and reaching to vaft tracts of land yet defcrt and unex- 
plored. What apology can be made, for fuelling the 
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boundaries of that province to fuch an immenfe extent, 
r— and providing fuch ample immunities and privileges, ndt 
only for the prefent generation of JPapifts,. but for myriads 
and millions more of the fame category, who may here- 
after arife ? Here Popery has full' room, to dilate and efta- 
blifli itfelf, under the wing of BritUh laws, through terri- 
tories 'more wide and extenfive than are poflefTed by aU 
the Proteftants in Europe taken together. Was this a 
proper improvement of thofe conquefts, wherewith kind 
Providence had favoured Britain, whereby a golden op- 
portunity was afforded her of difFufing the ineftimable 
bleffings of knowledge, true religion and liberty . through 
lands* hitherto, (hangers to them ; by which, in the event, 
Ihe might have acquired greater ftability, more permanent 
dominion, and more lading advantages than can be derived 
from a-little paltry gain, or the fervile and precarious 
homage df bigots and flav^s ? Hitherto, indeed, there is 
but little caufe to boaft of the friendfhip and aid of Pa- 
pula: if our minifters meant to procure thefe at fuch an 
unwarrantable price, they may find themfelves egregioufly 
deceived;, they have been leaning on a broken rted at beft t 
if not a Jfiear: and though thefe Canaanites fliould be 
ever lb much carefled by Proteftants, they will prove gal- 
ling thorns- in their fides > anfl pricks in their eyes. It has 
.been remarked by many, that lofs upon lofs, and difap- 
pointmettt upon difappoiwment, have diftinguifhed the years 
clapfed,* fince Government, by the above aft, openly and 
legally patronifed the Antichriftian intereft in America. 

But our governors have not ftopt here. Not content 
with Reading their power to the bead at a diftance, they 
mud try .the experiment alfo at home. As if all they had 
already done abroad, had, not been enough to awaken our 
fears and jealoufics, they have proceeded to heap new fa- 
vours and largefles on t^ie Papifts in Britain and Ireland ; 
r^yivingt :^d : tfkipg again under proteftion^ a-profcribed 
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fa&ion in our very bowels ; cherilhing them with the tc** 
turning beams of court favour. England, Ireland, and 
Scotland too, of courfe, muft be attempted ; and the whole 
BritUh empire, what of it yet remains, muft be new-model- 
led, as to the matter of religion. 

Were I on this.fubjeft to inlift on topics properly reli- 
gious, or to evince the evil of fuch ineafures by arguments 
taken from the Bible and Chriftianity, I am .afraid I fhouUi 
iofe my pains, as to many readers ; and probably expofe 
myielf to the contemptuous and ignorant fneer of our 
Machiavelian politicians, who confider religion in no other 
light than as an engine of ftate ; and who regard it no far- 
ther than comport* with convenience or intereft. Should 
I fpeak of truth, divine authoiity, the eftablifhed laws of 
' the kingdom of Heaven ; the gjory of God, the honour 
and intereft of the Redeemer * or the fpjritual and eternal 
good of men ; and plead, as with good reafon I might* 
that thefe ought always to regulate and reftrain the exerr 
dfe of all human authority; and that.no man, or iet of 
ineo,on any pretence whatever, may prefume to enaft any 
laws in the leaft incompatible with thefe, but at their 
hjghe$ peril > I (hould then talk a language wbioh they 
did not underftand, and make an appeal to principles and 
feelings of which they are not poflefled. This would 
carry them beyond tbejf depth, and draw them .out of 
their natural element. It would be idle to attempt to proi- 
duce the idea of colours in one born blind, or endeavour 
to excite a lively impreifion of founds in one who never 
heard. 

Put though the authors and promoters of thefe mea* 
fiires, may be incapable of being influenced by fiich cbnfi- 
derations as thefe, yet furely they would do well to refleft, 
whether they are not ailing oppofite to the fpirit and 
principles of the eftablifhed conftitution, and inconfiftent 
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with the fundamental laws by which they hold their 
places, and enjoy any (hare in the Legislature ; and they 
ought to confider, whether they be hot injuring the civil 
ftatei at the fame time that they are doing a differvice td 
Chriftianity^ Is it in their power to abrogate the legat 
fecurities given to the Proteitant religion, an^ to alter the 
whole frame of the conftilution at f>kafurt ? Are they hot 
all under the mod ftrict and folemn obligations to main- 
tain them;— an obligation from which the Sovereign him- 
felf is not exempted ? Let i^em take heed, that they ex- 
ceed hot the limits of their £awer ; for there are certain 
matters fo irrevocably fettled in the conftitution* as that 
they are ho longer left open to review, or dependent upon 
the fickle and precarious vote of a Parliament. 

It ought to be remembered, what mifunderftandings* 
jealoufies, quarrels, and dangerous convulfions, have for* 
merly arifen in the kingdom through Popifh connfels; 
and meafcres appearing to favour that intereft. Particu- 
larly, it need not yet be forgot, what refentments the na- 
tion (hewed' againft the unbounded toleration and indul- 
gence granted to Roman Catholics by Jdmet IL atid how 
much this very thing contributed to haften oh the memo 1 - 
rable Revolution, and the expulfion of that Popifh tyrant 
from the government for ever. I think neither his Majefty* 
nor his minifters, if they be wife, would ever wifh to plaf 
the fame game over again. Every future prince that fits 
on the throne of Britain, ought to profit by iuch an exam- 
ple, and, as they love their dignity and their crown, keej> 
at the greateft diftance from thofe dangerous quickfands*, 
and abftain from all new friendship for that execrable and 
fatal fuperfKtiofi, which hath wrought thefe nations. & 
much woe, and coft kings already fuch a forfeit. 

Our freedom from Popery was gained through time 
?od per&verance, and was accomplifhed through a, feries 
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«rf difficulties. It was by far too dearly bought to be wan-» 
tonly thrown away. The found policy, the tried wifdom, 
and coftly experience of pad times, feem to have dictated 
the laws whereby it is fecured. And (hall thofe advanta- 
ges, obtained with fuch difficulty, be parted with and loft 
in a day, by the rafh decisions of a few gracelefs votaries of 
pleafure, the giddy flaves of ambition and pride, or the 
plodding ions of avarice and care ? Shall fuch new upftart 
reformadoes remove the ancient land-marks, and, piece by 
piece, deftroy every remnant and relique of former refor- 
mations, and yet none be heard to complain ? Shall effe- 
minate beaux, juft reeking from the opera, the gaming- 
table, or the bagnio, pretend to fit as judges, and pafs fen- 
tence upon any tiling relating to holy religion, or touch 
that facred palladium with their unhallowed hands ? Wo 
unto Britain when fuch are her fenators, the guardians of 
her Jaws and religion ! 

I am very far from fufpe&ing any of thefe gentlemen of 
any peculiar inclination to Popery, or of an intention of ta- 
king the benefit of the act themielves by turning {launch 
Roman Catholics : a diftinguifhed and hearty attachment 
to any religious fyftem whatever, on its own account, is not . 
a fault which they are likely to be guilty of. By any im- 
putation of this fort, they would finely reckon themielves 
highly affronted. The religion of the ftate, whatever it . 
be, — that which brings the loaves and the fijbes y and may 
ferve as a ftirrup to mount up to preferment, — that, in all 
events, (hall be theirs. Befides, Popery is not a religion cal- 
culated at all for our modern fafhionable gentlemen. They 
would have too many beads to tell, and too many pater- 
mfiers to repeat. The intriguing meddling prfcfts wyuld 
be continually intruding into their fecrets, as well as thofe 
of their wives and daughters : they would have too many 
Lents to keep, and too many floggings, and flagellations to 
undergo for the expiation of their fins, and the good of 
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poor fouls ; it behoved them to be too often at confeffion, 
and would infallibly encumber their -eftates, and defraudf 
their heirs, by fo many gifts to their gh'oftly fathers, and 
for mitigations, commutations, abfolutibns, and mafTes to? 
keep their ibuls" out of purgatory, or to refcue them frorn 
it. But though they do not become thorough profelytes * 
to the caule, yet are they fufficiently qualified for doing it- 
an effential iervice : their breath, lukewarm as it is, may 
jret infufe new vigotfr, life and heat into the image 6f the 
jjeaft; That ardour and flaming zeal, which they 
themfelves want, they may be the means of producing 
and kindling in others ; although very probably they* 
mean only to aft upon the principles of cool philbibphy 
and indifference, or of mere policy, ye! the fyftem they 
are 'patronifing knows no fucir 'principles'.. Reafon, mo- . 
deration, and charky,*are by it ranked in the clafs of dead- 
ly fins. Let the feft only have permiiBo.n and patronage, : 
and they will fee to their own intereft with a vengeance. . 
It is no new phenomenon, ho we wr unaccountable ft may 
appear, that men who haVe but fmall pretenfions to any' 
ibirt of religion' themfelves, will fometimes prove aftive 
and zealous abettors df fupe^rftition, bigotry, aperfecu^ 
ting fpirit, and every fpecies of falfe religion in others. ( ' 

The prefent age, I know,, affefts to tJiiguJfe the dulnefs 
*nd dotage of the paft ^ and our enlightened moderns, in the' " 
full conceit of their fuperior wifdom, reckon themfelves^ 
now fully able to difcover the errors ancj reftify trie' frii- 
ilakes of their fathers. Among other things, it feems* tnef * 
have in their great fagacity found out, that the nation's " 
fears of Popery formerly were exceflive and groundless, 
and that the precautions taken againft it were needleis' and* * 
unreafonable : ttedafiger of Popery niuft 'be numbered in" 
the catalogue of vulgar errors -, they'perfuade themfelves, 
and would fain perfiiade others, that it is n0 longer for- ' 
midable, but is a mere childiftx bugbear. The, ferpeni has 
iU -• ' • ••■■.. m - . i ft 
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loft its fling, and tjie viper no longer retains its pot<- 
Ion. | 

I (hall not here attempt to deflroy the good opinion 
which this age fo fondly entertains of its own wifdom, 
nor examine how far. its claim to fuperior light and im- 
provement is well or ill-founded ; only the preient iriftanc* 
under- confideration, affords bat a very forry fpesimcn of 
it. If to level all forms of religion, or rather ,to think 
inoft favourably of the work \ — if to revive the credit qf a 
fyftem chat extinguifhes common fenfe, learning and piety 
from among men,— that annihilates human realbn and ua~ 
derftandirig, and totally enflavesconlaence,-— that fupprefles 
all free and generous enquiry, and lays the glorious pile of 
liberty for ever in the dull ; — if to believe the projprcfs fc|f 
Popery is compatible with theintereli of Protectants,— that 
incongruities may be united, and contradictions reconciled-, 
■■ ■ if fucb be the effects of our boaited illumination, then 
may darknefs and light henceforth be accounted the fame 
thing : and k is not improbable. ,that mind* thus improved 
and enlightened, may at laft difcdver, by their wonderful 
perfptcacity, the reafonablenefs and juft philofophy oi tran- 
•fubftantiatjbn. If thefe be our improvements, perhaps 
fome will fay, let the.dulnefe and rudeoefs of our fathers 
•nee bore return. 

Who can refrain from wondering, that the old mother 
tf harlots and abominations of the earth fhould again lift up 
her head in this land, and that lhe. fliould at this time of 
day meet with fuch kindly reception and entertainment 
among us I That ever Rome fhould have acquired fuch 
an afcehdent over the nations, and enjoyed for fo long a 
time univerfal influence and unrivalled dominion, making 
all forts of people without exception to fwallow, blindfold, 
her monftrous abfurdities, and tamely bear her defpotic 
fride and whimfical caprices, id one of the. things in the 
C 2 hiftorv 
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ftiftory of mankind that aftoni(hes. When the apocaliptic 
divine faw her in the height of her power, and decked in 
all her fplendor, he wondered with great admiration ^ but 
that this enchintrefs (hould, in the bloom of her merecficious 
beauty, dazzle and bewitch the nations, and make them 
drunk with the wine of her fornication, is not quite (b 
marvellous, as to behold' her retaining the fame power* 
and- pra&ifmg (till the fame arts, not altogether without 
fucceffsj; : even now in* her extremeft old age, when (he 
ftands tottering on the brink of her burning grave. That 
(he (hould, in her prefent haggard worn-out form, pretend 
to newxohquefts ; and'that, in places where her cheats hail 
been difcovered, and her magic charm broken, (he (hould 
again attraft the kind looks of kings and cotfrtiets to- 
wards her, and decoy and infatuate kingdoms, equals the 
moft romantic tale which her lying legends have to tell: 
To fee them 1 admiring her wrinkled face, courting her 
blafted favours, and returning to her ftale and Unwhole- 
fome embraces, is an event fo odd and unaccountable, that 
It may well ptffe for a miracle, arid is a deinonftrative 
proof, that thefe her lpvers are fallen into a ft ate of great- 
er dotage than herfelf. 

How iriuch muft the old fady be pleafed with this after-, 
growth of affection, and this late and Uftexpe&ed returfl 
of courtly favour. The harfti and rough treatment which 
Ae hath met with in times of leis politenefs and gallan- 
try, will now be forgot, arid fully compenfated by the(3 
new blandifhments and careftes, which muft prove the 
more flattering and foothmg, that they fiicceed fuch a vio- 
lent 1 and fatal breach, and : follow after a long fufpenfiotf 
of kindly intercaurfe. '- "• 

It is not indeed e^fy to Cdticeive 1 , Svbat could poffibljf 
induce our Government to extend this grace to a feft od 
every account fo unworthy of it;- a left plotlng/ftiTftile} 
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and dangerous, who have ever fhewed themfelves as Inca- 
pable df being good fubje&s, *a$ good Chfiftians * whofe 
faith is fa&Ion, whole Creed is rebellion, and whofe tender 
fuercies are cruel ; who have To often waftied their Hands 
in the blood of Proteftants, and Kghted : up the fires for 
their funeral pile. Britain, of all other nations, has' per- 
haps thegreateft cade io abhor the name of Popery, autf 
to wiih its memorial perifhed from the earth/ None have^ 
inore reafon to dread its revival and increSfr. Her annals 
will witnefs, while the world (lands, how much fhe has 
been obliged to the peaceable ' &fpofitions f *ifi? kind affery 
tk>ns r the- good offices of the men of that'perfuafion, 'and 
what truft flie may repbfe in their faith and loyalty. I 
need not enumerate tht linking inftorices* nor repeat the 
fliockmg ftory, which almoft every fehooi-bbty knows. 
May \we.notafk, by what afts of contrition and penitence 
Aave they wiped away their former ignominy, ind atoned 
for all their part; crimes? By what figoarfervice* have they 
merited this indulgence ; and for which of their good deeds 
are they how to be rewarded ? Is it becaufe they were fo 
gracious 4S to fend fotne hundreds of foul's fro rfi : Smithfield % 
like Elijah-,' m a fiery chariot, to heaven frotf is k on' ac- 
count of their very ingenious contrivance for putting d 
fpeedy end at once to the feffion and being of a heretical 
parliament, by fending theih. by. a blaft of gun-powder in- 
to the air ?. Are their taany plots, confpiracies, rebellions, 
-affaflinations and ma/Tacf es ,now accounted by the Legifla- 
ture,i as thsy wert- reckoned by themfelves tobej meritoi 
rious? ■ .. i 

* • i •• 

For my part I cannot fee what great lofs the nation 
did fuftain, by the reftraints thefe men were formerly un- 
der; nor what mighty advantage will accure to the public 
from their liberation to countervail the damage. When 
the repeal of the penal laws was in agitation, and ib 
earncftly folicited in that unfettled period, before the Re- 
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volution, to reconcile the nation unto it, an equivalent wag, 
ffill talk^ci of, and promifed. This was the cant word of 
# the court at\d coffeehoufeis for rt^tioie y infopiucjx $ha»t aj 
lively writer, ; in pppofition to 4iie riqeafure,. \y^s obliged to 
unbait the hook, and wrke-fpr the information of hi$ coun* 
trjrmen the An atomy >of an equivalent* But whet.her the 
jniniftry, in this .cafe, have got or j^xpeft an equivalent, or 
what it is, we pwy not pretend t£ %♦ Whatever dtycfprs 
have been paiSng, whatever .ppo^ers havebqen raada, or 
lucrative paftpns, entered .inlet o%the occafi^n, th$y *hem- 
felrts bed fknow. We Etde iqlks dare not peep ;ifttQtlK[ 
cabinet, or pry^ato the arcana. of ffatcfm$n. : We rbuft do 
with .their ajfts and proceedings, as mod$ft»philofapbers afre 
obliged to do wi f tii ^e operations, aad pfeq^aoawna .of. na- 
ture* we <aail consent eurielves ^ithloWery'mgtheexterio^ 
^pp^flranc^% aqd <:o©templatidg theivifible effofta, vnth&di 
|»«fuming loe^pfein or invsftigftedrtfec hiddeii caufes* of 
trace out the ifetftet brings.: / ;t :>_.. 

:. ■ ...» •- '• V, ' * : .. '. \ ■ : - : \. *' i 

( There ^?e f^roe Indeed who fcmple foot to fpeaR ottf 
openly their- c^'feftures on this head, and pretend very 
confidently to unriddle the myftery* The prefect admiai- 
ftratkm, they tell us, have long beta carrying on k defigft 
Of igbvtrting the liberties of their country, and kitrodu* 
tkig arbitrary government ; atoAthe encouragement of Po* 
pery, is but a native and nectary ftep towards attaining; 
that end. Ititaanctt be pefufed,-t?hat Popery and arbitrary 
power are nearly kllied, : and'. look with a friendly afpeft 
upon each other.; and they have ufually advanced hand ill 
hand. Papifts have never fcrupled, in order to ferve theif 
purpofesy to 'compliment weak and afpiririg princes with 
higher powers -than, the friends of liberty and legal go- 
vernment can-admit. Ever fince the Reformation, ff *hej 
hate not been engaged in aftuai -plots or hoffilities againrt 
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jjie crown, they have laboured affidaoufly to advance its 
prerogative above law % ; well knowing that an abfolme 

J f< Many of the penal ftvtutes which were merely defigned to prerent 
'• (be venom of Popery, and the evils arifing from the intriguing dangorouf 
!• fpiritof its bigottcd pattizanf, by the little arts of mipifters a&ing onthe 
•' ignorance of the times, were drawn up in terms Co general and compre- 
" henfive that tfcey included alt kinds of Difienters, and added- a large 
'«. ihare of arbitrary power to the crown. The tenets of the Romifh religion 
" being fuited to th.* purpofes of tyranny, h*ve ef cr. made this (eg the far 
" vouritc of mooarchs : had they. not. declared a perfonal enmity to Eliza- 
4< beth, tbey would doobtlefs have found in this arbitrary princefs a t ro« 
'• teftfcfs; they were fo evidently the favourites of James and Charles, tbat 
" while ail those who did not conform to the religion which was conntenan- 
" ced by authority were persecuted with rigour, the Papifts were not only 
" permitted an indulgence which in a roancer amounted to a toleration, 
** but many of them were entrufted with offices. The marriage of King 
" Charles with a Popifti princefs confirmed the fears of the latter, -and the 
«*. hopes of the former; and from this hour the King'* pretentions to an 
■f aihii/arv temporal dominion, and the Pope's to. an,, cccjcfiaftial ope, feem 
•' , to have gone hand in hand. Nor had the Papifts the prudence to difguife. 
" the connection the)-, had with the King 5 they in a manner openly avow-* 
** ed the illegal favour's they received, and their defigns to aflift the govern- 
•• meat to render it abfolme -' Macaukft Hiftwy of BugUni, vol. iii. p. 1 1 6. 

The great savour which the party afterwards had at court in the reigns of 
Charles II. and Jaroci II. and their, unwearied endeavours to overturn the. 
tonftitution, arid eftabiilh defpotic government, are well known. And da* 
ring the firft civil war betwixt King Charles and his Parliament, for prero. 
gaiive, tyranny and fupcrfthion, on the one fide, and law, liberty and refor- 
mation ou the other, they threw* in their weiglit on the. fide -of the former, 
engaging in the ungodly caufe with the utmpft zeal, and profceuted it wkh 
the utmoft' barbarity, in all the three kingdoms. .Looking on the royal 
cauie as their own, the I nth Papifts joined both together in a folemn coa~ 
fedcracy and oath, entered into by them, w herein they make a holy war of it, 
" for defending, reftoring and piftpagating, to the utmuft of their powcjy 
«« with the h.zard of their lives and fortunes, the holy Catholic faith, religion, 
w and church planted by St. Patrick, &c. and in order to c&ft the repeal of 
•< all penal ftatutes made againft Catholics, and their religion j" as appears; 
frott. their Covenant; entitled. AJolcmnfrcteJlation of tktir faith in G«4 *** 
fi&Mto yywdi jhtir priucf. The treaties entered into by the King with thefe. 
rebels, and murderers, and the encouragement granted them in order to procure 
their aid, wherein religion was (bamefully bartered, and the lives and for- 
tunes of his beft fubjecls delivered over to the unbounded fury of a mcrcileft 
hand, whofc blades wen yet reeking from the Slighter oi maJLcrcd thou* 
6115!*, have been fuficiently brought to light 
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difpenfing power was their fureft and readieft engine fofr 
effefting the reiteration of their empire in Britain ; judging 
it impofliblc to accomplifli it by legal methods, or the free 
and unanimous voice of the people. Hence Tories and 
Jacobites, if they have not been Roman Catholics them- 
fehresy have ever been in the clofeft coalition with them* 
looking upon them as their moft trufty auxiliaries. 'And it- 
has been an invariable maxim with that curfed race; which 
they fravc never failed to put in execution when it. was in 
their power, tofmile upon and fupport Papifts, in propor- 
tion as they frown upon arid bear <}own the Diflentersj.jhe 
firmeff friends of Whiggifm and Revolution principles. 

I pnafefs I am one of thofe who have ever been back- 
ward to credit fuch .an. evil report of administration, as 
the warm party in opposition have long endeavoured to. 
imprefs the public with j and have hitherto been difpofed 
to think more favourably of its defigns and roeafures. I 
would be glad to retain ftill the fame fentiments. But 
many hearty friends to Government, could wifh that it 
were more in their power to vindicate it on this head. By 
fuch afts have the miniftry now put many pf their well- 
wiftiers and warmeft advocates to {Hence, and gone far to, 
ihake their political creed, It muft be owned, that it ha$ 
a very fufpicious appearance, that the hereditary and violent 
partizans- of tyranny and indefeafible right, fhould have 
their charter of privileges extended, at the fame time that 
motions are reje&ed, and claufes in bills erazed, tending to 
enlarge the privileges of Proteftant Di/Tenters, againft whofe 
political principles there cannot fee the fmalleft exception 
made, if it be not that they will not adore a mitre, cringe 
and bow to an altar, or allow their clergy, like mount*-. t 
banks, to wear their white (hirts uppermoft. If Papifts are 
taken by the hand, becaufe they are the fitteft tools of der- " 
fpotifm, the miniftry and their raeafures can never be fuk 
ficiently abhorred, aor too fev^rely cenfured. This muj$, 
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afford the ftrongeft proof that yet has been giveft of dqp 
figns and* principles being adopted, and ifteafures jriirfued 
of th6 moft deilrdftive tendency. Nothing cottld be tfrort 
ill-judged arid unpolitical, than fuch an aft at this time ; 
flor coiild any thing have fallen out more unfeafonaWy/ 
ind'unluckily for the credit of the miiiifters. They had 
Tartly at this juncture, a fufficient load to hear,' though! 
this had not been fuperadded. There were grievance* 
enough before* and occafions bf ihur muring" 'and discon- 
tent id abundance; though they had not furnilhed, the al- 
ready diflhtisfied and divided people, with this frclh ground 
of jealbufy, cenfure and complaint; Was this a rime for' 
weakening Further the confidence 4 of the people in their 
rulers, and alienating their afftf&iohs from them more and* 
more ? A leries of fuch Wage; and provocations may gra- 
dually work lip the minds, even of the mbft peaceable, : td 
d'fbrment, that may in the end, deeply affeft the internal 
tranquillity of the three kingdoms. * ;; ; : ; "*'.; ' 

Let nbne conjftruft the public lilehce', rjfr tile apparent! 
unanimity of the reprcfentatives of the people, as inipbrt- 
Uig a general fatisfaftion with the prefent deed. If any 
judge thus, they will be' found to judge entirely a^trijfV^Tfiis- 
is a p3I too eoarfe, and too bitter to Be ea lily, {wallowed. 
Thofe Who have hot totally aba'ridbncd prihopie,' nor Have 
drunk deep'lh the fpirit of this licentious ag^' # cannot help 
Condemning and refenting this fha'meful defeftiori towards 
Rome, though they are careful to kpep themfelves within i 
the bounds of prudence arid'duty. However Kghf the nii- 
niftry make bf this matter, however fjlent'a^cla'iporou* 
. minority Have bfceri o& the occafibn, and however fmqoth- 
ly it has'pafltd ip Parliament, yet t>y far t^e greater. part 
of tW more fbber and thinking, view this as, the moft ob-* 
riofcious and ofFenfive aft, which hitherto hath" pafTed 
through their^hands, which muft contribute more than any 
•ther thing they yet have done to bring odium upon their 
JD &ame% 
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nanves,, ani laifing infamy upon their adailnlnratiori. . ff 
jhe language of a creeping pamphlet, or the voice p£ t ffce 
iiumble multitude can r{fe fo high as to reach th« e^rs o£ 
pur J?b«/Jn ppwer, let them know that murmurings are^ 
^iready^heard, and difconteut oa this account is very gejic- 
^ral. $ere the inhabitants <af Britain at large tq be ppficd( 
on phe j^uertion^ at lea& thofe ia Scotland,, there, is np* rea- 
son tp.&>dbt, but the friends pf the bill would' find them^ 
felvei. Jeff in, a Smaller minority, in proportion^ than, ufiialty, 
appears 'on the fide of opppfitioft when other mimfWiaf 
qtteffio'n.s Jh?e yoted!In either ftoufe, though for the pre- 
sent,' while the national affairs are at fuch a crifis, ,ahdf 
<jt her important and alarroiqg obje&s engrofs public atten- 
tion, the murmurs of the people are a little fuppFeflecf* 
and their c&niplaints.for the.moft part uttered in quiet \ yet 
no,.parliainentary or royal aits will yet be fliflicient to re- 
concile them to the horrid, idea of Popery, and the name- 
lefs evils in its train ; or perfuade them, after what former- 
ly, hatfe taken plac$, that a toleration of thole who prpfefe 
it, c^Q'^ver cpnfift with the iafety of their privileges facred 
or d*ft And in thefe fentiments may they k>pg, may th$y« 
ever continue, till Popery- ftiaU be no more! And if thofe- 
in administration will obrtinately periift in pfofecuting fuch- 
odious measures, and proceed to impose new laws, and ab- 
rogate the' old, in Contempt of the common opinion,, ^and 
contrary to ttie almoit univerlal fenfe pf the people, they; 
miiff be refporifible for the conferences. The judgment, 
and *elpecial.ly the indignation, of the community are. not: 
tfiihgs to.bi'freely trifled'with by any individuals, however 
great, however powerful^ and feaff of all cank be prtfdent 
or fare to qo'fb, in an apair fo delicate and -ticklifn, where^ 
In ^ religious i opinions artdt cuflbms, or, as fome may rathe* 
chuSfe to call them,, religious' prejudices an<T prepotfeffibns,. 
are unmediately concerned". t ' 

Prejudices 

•'.■•.' : * ' •. * 
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Prejudices 2md prcpoflcflions may mingle wicri the bcft of 
■caufes, a5d fome times may take the place of better princi- 
ples and motives of aftion. That thefe may have fome 
degree of influence on the minds of many in* the prefent 
Cafe, is but natural to fuppofe. But to afcribe the general 
averfion and diflike to the'meafures now adopted In favour 
of Papifts, merely to the force of popular prejudice and 
prepoffeflion, is neither confiftent with candour nor trcith. 
The people's apprehenfions are but too well founded, and 
there are reafons in the nature of the thing to warrant &l\ 
their antipathy, though it were much greater than it is.— 
Nor are thefe the fentiments only of the ignorant, and un- 
fKnking vulgar ;' perfons of greater intelligence and more 
enlarged views, perfons in every rarik of life, of every 
diarafter and denomination, and many whofe fentiments 
hr other refpefts are abundantly liberal, concur herein. 
Becaufe the populace are in thefe views and fentiments is 
no good reafon in this cafe, or in any, elfe, for a man of 
fenfe being in the oppofite. They may often be found to> 
ftave reafon on their fide , and in fome in fiances may be *s 
dear fighted, and as little fubjeft to bias and prejudice as 
many of" their fuperiors, whofe education, manners and 
habits of life, friendship, intereft or ambition too frequent- 
ly impofe upon their undarftandings, and at the fame time 
corrupt their hearts. The vulgar, as one fomewhere ob- 
serves, though fometimes miftaken in cir cum fiances, are 
often right in the main; and they feldom cry jfire t without 
perceiving fome fmoke. Indeed, when the true nature of 
Popery is confidered, it is not a little furprifingthat any in- 
telligent; unprejudiced and difinterefred Proteftant (hfculd 
think otherwife upon this fubjeft. Thofe who know beft 
what it means, when viewed either in a fpcculative. or 
practical, a religious or political light 5 and thofe who have 
the fulleft acquaintance with ks theory and its hiftory, can 
hardly' fail to be mod ihoroughly confirmed in the hatred 
and dread of it. Whatever averfion a general and indi- 
D 2 ttiaft 



ftinft idea of.it excites^ in minds not enlarged by know- 
ledge; and ftudy, that muit he much, increaled in the breafts , 
of thofe whcie ooticjns^ of. it are fuller and more adequate^ 
If its mags at a diftance, when imperfeftly feen, fr enough 
to ftritethe minds even of the moft inattentive. obfe.ryer> 
with a mixture of diignft and terror, much more- rouft if 
do fq, upon a nearer and njore particular infpeftion. The^ 
features of jhis (hocking, monger appear ever more frighu 
fill and hideous, the more clofely they are viewed, ancj th^ 
more minutely they ^rc examined. 

To draw the complete, form of Popery would require, 
volumes, and an age would be neceflary to finifh it. This$ 
\s. neither practicable, nor neceflary or competent to the* 
prcfent defign, which is not* the reader will remember, tq 
prove it to be a falfe and Antichriftian religion,?— nor to, 
rehearlf or refute its endlefs errors, idolatries and biafphe* 
jnies, bu,t fimply to treat the queftion concerning the .pro* 
priety or impropriety, the Jawfulnefs or unlawfulnefs of a 
political toleration of it in a Broteftant ftate. But as, th$ 
principal objections again ft fuch a toleration muft be taken, 
ultimately from the nature; of that religion, and as the de- 
cifion of the queftiop, in a great jpaeafure depends upon de- 
termining and fixing what are its true fpirit, genius and 
principles,— we (hall proceed to feleft and (ketch out a 
few of its difcriminating and leading features ; touching onLy? 
at fome of tfciofe articles which more directly tend to thciU 
luflration and decifion of the queftion in debate. And it 
yriU be jnore neceflary to bellow greater attention on this 
part of the fubjeft, and to fearch it as near as poffible to 
$he bottom, becaufe now, for the firft time iJnce the fepa-» 
ration froiu the Romifh church, it is brought into contro- 
yerfy among Proteftaqts, Aether the men, of that faith, 
who a& in the fpirit, and according to the genuine princi- 
ples of Popery, are dangerous not only to the religion* but 
-^D the peace, liberties, properties and lives of Proteftants* 

ancjj 
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/Md iq regard the tone ide^a of Popery is . jnduftrioufly ex^. 
plodecl, and its" real image kept carefully from view 5 — au<J 
a falle and fictitious defcription of it, entirely different from 
what. the. world hitherfo }iath qcknowjcdged ^nd, expe- 
rienced it to be, ptyrucjed upon, the world in its .(lead ; hot 
pnly by the ;u*tfa} Caxholics tfycinjelyes, but tljcir late nu- ; 
jnerous friends and vindicators. 

. In opppfition to thefe exculpatory pleas for fhe Church 
of Rope, ip unfair and deceitful, we doubt not but it may 
appear fuffidently from, the. following particulars, deduced 
jboth from their dp&rines ajid practices, that' the Popiih re r 
ligioo ever bath been,. Is, and ever mull be, in proportion 
to the Jegree in which it prevails, deitruttive of civil liber- 
ty^ 'uiconfiflent with t{ie external peace, prosperity and 
wealth of nations ; thejuft authority, dignity and rights, 
of Princes;— and in many things repugnant to. the duties 
pf fubjefts and citizens, and to the eternal laws of juftice 
and morality •, and that its fpiri( and principles are doubly 
{langerous to thofp who proFefs a different religion; And 
^fter we have produced and proved the particulars on 
which the charge is founded, it will be neceffery to confi- 
der fome exceptions now made againft the ufc and applica- 
tion of them in the prefent debate. Though tp adduce 
ibme particular proofs and il|uftrations of the articles of 
charge, is rendered indifpenfibly neceflTary, (though 
ufually among Proteftants at teaft they have been taken for 
granted, or considered as proven) — yet as a number of 
quotations and authorities may be diigufting and tirefome 
to fopae readers, and as to fome others they may be left 
peceflary,— and left they (hould embarrafs or interrupt, 
too long, the profecution.pf the argument, we (halt throw 
them into the notes, leaving the reader tq confult them, o? 
rafs {hem, as he (hall fee cauie. 
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We begin with the temporal dignity, Po^er and domi- 
nion inlaid, and intefwbven witK the papal conftjititfppi 1 atitt 
made taVffijptial part of it.* "•"*" : '"* ' ' li i J 

' As to ^is {ti? well' known, that the Papacy is'&¥pede& 
of anWgr£[l pdn'archy of a mixed da^ur^ pardy exd&Sfcftit 
cal and partly ciVil, fouhtled upon tjie.pretebce pf divltie 
right, and promoted under the colour of religten ; that, 
it ever afpires to unlimited extent, uqiverfal dominion, ^nd 
worldly wealth arid grandeur * ; that it claims a divin^aii* 
tfiority to govern the wbrlcT, and fubjeflf princes* not cfaly 
in Ipirituals but, diredUy or indireffly, in temporals allb| 
that the Adman Pontiffs conii'der themftlv^s £s lungs a$ 
well as priefls, "uniting the Imperial Diadem with the Mitre, 
$nd gralping the fword together Wfth the keys of S/, ,'Pe~ 
ier ; yeV, as^ppflefled bf the power and prerogatives qff Di- 
vinity, tjoaftmg thaC all power is committed to them ji 
neayen and In jearth; in confequehce of which tjjey claim 
a right to difppfe of crowns apd kingdpms,— tq fet tip or 
flepofe princesi and to pluck' i|p and deftroy at their plea;- 
furef. ' ...... :..■-; .— # 

la 

• Amplitude* unkerftlity and temporal pr£fpejrity sue ?)ways g^^n ty 
Popilh Writers as marks of the true church. Bfllprtn. dfi ty#» Gcclcf. San- 
dcrui de vijib. Monarch, lib. jB. cap. jlq. 

f That this do&rlne of the temporal fnpremacy of the Pope, hat been 
admitted acd defended for ages by Popes,- Coniiftories, Doftors, Cifuifts, 
Synods and Councils, is abundantly /oyident. The XXYU Sentences of 
Gregory VII. and his Council, called DiBapis Pap*, are exprefs tp this pur- 
pofe, in which it is declared,—" That the Pope ought to be called the Uoi- 
"vcrfal Bilhop ; that his name alone ought to be recited in the Church ; that 
he ajone ought to wear the tokens of imperial dignjty ; thft. all Princes' 
ought to kifs hi* feet $-~ that he is to be judged by n$ne ; that he has power 
to depofceroperors and kin^s," &c, Micher. Hift. Concil. fom. jo. lib, i. 

Binius i—daromus, Onuphrius in Vita. Greg. VII. Spanh. Hift. Cbrift. 

Baronius afferti, SenienAns tas haRcm in Kcflefia Catholic* %fu rcctptot 
fuijfe, quibus reprimeretur audacia fih'ifmatictrum Prindpum, bpc tempore in R*- 
tntmam Eccleftam infurgenHum. Baron, ad ann. loytf. 

The Gregorian Epiftles contain the fame fentiments and run in a like 
Qyle. In one of his Epiftles to the King of England he magnifies the 
H * power, 



" In CQi&qii&ci bi that abfurd and monffrSiis fyfflj^ 
ftoixie gradually Began to ffiew'herfelf *wft& glory and 

• eclat 

power which, he faid, '« 6«>d had given him to correct, as well astoadmqniQi 
44 kings;" felling him, that* . '< juxt, under .God, tberoytfl dignity was un- 
•*. der tjie carcpf the Apoftolic. jftey; "a/Wii^' that: >«, the two gjca* powers; 
" by which' Qod. deGjjpcd to.gpvcrn the world, were the Sacerdotal and th* 
y Royal, .of tjrhich the former rcfemblcdS the,, fun^- as flatter d|4 tha 
** moon." Greg. MfW. lib. .7. Epi/^zs...CJem€Ht U. in : an.cpi(Uc writes* 
that " to the Rotniih Church e\ery Knee.rnuA baw,ofihinga<vn,,carth; and 
**. that at his.piearvrp.the, door of t heaven is opened Andlnuu" •; Sfar^hy ex 

3*mbcrfenf. ChrctfUe* 7 .. ;-.'.».:. .; " ■ j.!: V^.i " •■.:'■: 

b Upon the death of the Emperor Henry IJI. Cardinal Damiati} w*Q|te. to 
Victor II. introducing Chrift as. fpcakiog, ." J h*vc appointed ahec.ro he at 
44 the father of* Emperors; J have delivered iitty thy hands thg-Jtey* of the 
44 whole Church univerfal, and placed thee my Vicar over -her,., 6*& And if 
*• thefe things .were (mail,, I have alio added. mqn^cruca..So <them a -»irea/ hy 
44 the removal of asking* have granted thee tlcrig£t;s pf th*. whole .Apman 
«« empire now vacant." Baron, ex Cajfinenfi Biblinh^afyn. t^, -£gaal% 
Hift. Cbtfh/ec* ii.col. i$xi. ■ *■ .■ ,-t ■* . .. ,•'■ 

" TheChnrch my fpoufc," fays Innocent III. " is not, married tp me with* 
** out bringing mc.fometbiag. .She hath g^ n , mc » dowerj^of a prief be* 
'* yond all price,; the plehtitude of fpinxual things; and .the .extent of thing* 
" tempera], Jpifftualbfm fUmtudi*tm+ct laiitudinem tim£or*iimm t > thc.gfcat* 
*" nef» and abundance of both. Sbejtiath given me -the, mitre in token; of 
44 things fpiritnal, the crown in token of the temporal.; the mkre/tor 
V the pricfthopd, and the crowq for <,hc kingdom ; making- me tb* lieutenant 
** of him who hath written upon his vefture,and 00 his thigh, ■ the Kiojj of 
44 kings, and. the, Lord of lords: I enjoy alone, the plentifeude of power* 
•«. that others may fay of me next tp God, and put of bis falnefs bavq ,w» 
41 received-" &*<?&> *&*/. tjrt. t.jde Conn, fym, JW . The iame r in* the 
bull graating'the. kingdoms of jJTngland and Ireland .to^kiig John, thus da* 
feribes the authority of the Papacy, jtcxrtgumtt Damimti dQminu^m Jxf*t 
Cbriftus> Sacerdvs U ttfrniqn Jit; utidum ord^mMtkbiptduki fku^i^mAffli 
xerdoAum tit EccIeMfit^v^^klfaurdsta^ji rt^gum. tljkctrdtfittm f\t t regalia 
&c *"*" ^efos Chrift' the : KuijF_ef kioRS and Lord o£ Jord^, aryl Friftl accord- 
«*' ingto't^e order of Welch i«d ock, hsuh fo united the ro ¥ ai,arjd uceidotaj 
ie power in His Cbnrch, that [be kingdom " but a royal Piicftliood, and the 
44 Priefthood the royal power," And— p-** jr hath plt*fed p dot^ fo to order 
44 the affair* of the world that Vhofc province s^which h^d aqcifl»tly„ been funr> 
s^ji L_ ""' become fiihjctf'to it 10 




Ggd r upon earthy an^ 
4 * wlthollit'irHiriabrj ofprT&m he wuujd punitti the men and the nations 
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c^|t among the nations, till that ^at city a&fially became 
£nce more themiftrds of tHc world, ruling over the tings 

* °f 

" that prefumed to oppofe his commands/* Gervaf. Cbrott. Scrip, col. 
iSxi , r-.-.y ™ ■••::. ■<■:.. >■•:■ ' ^ ' ' "'. ' . 

The bkii'of Element V; givfm* a J com«ii(Ron *to certain Cardinals for 
cr'owVtfng tfte fcmpcW fcenry of ' Lifccr&ni'gh, bc|in* thus; 1 *■ Jcflafti thrift' 

* tlftKing of kings, hath* given ft'ch fc £ow'er*6 bis Church, that the king- 
u dotal pertainf Unto h*r "{* that (he ' ha* the power of exalting fh* greatcrf 
•« Pfrnccs," and- tHat Wpetorr and king* dufcht |o o1>ey and fervc herj' 
HiJt.ifoDtmtEtiiyPtbn.tdfa'x.pJ-scJ: ' *'■■ '=" :: ■■■'-■ : ■ 
"Martin V. in the 7 iWrrnafons '^ven to a T^flricio' ftnt to dortir'aittrtople 4 
afliimcs to hiinfelf the following blafphemous titles, •* The frioft Holy and' 
*" matt blefftd, who is fnvdted with heivenly power, who is*lord on earthy 
•• the fueeefer-df • Pt*er, the 1 Chrt ft or anointed of the Lord, the Lord of 
»• the uni verfe; ; the Farmer of fcfngs, rhef light of the World,' the Sbycfciga 

*' Boniface Tlil.'ftruples nor to prarioiHiCe'it to be necefllr^td falvation, 
fhai every •htinVsin * creature be;1fobje#'to the attfqlute* authority of the? 
Pop*.— Snlffa RotodW TtMlificl omtA human* trtaturd ieclardnius, £icitnus f 
icfimmus el fronuntiamus cfle de neceJJIfale falutls. He farther aifarts; that 
** tfcfough thfc>apaf authority was given to a'nlan, and exercifed by a man, 
M yet was it really divine: that fiipp'ofihg 'the papal power fhonld becor-* 
*•« nipted, it rtnhot fee judged of fchjr'iniri, but of God aloiie, *beca«fe the! 
«« ApoAle hath* fald, the fpirirual man'Judgeth all things, and he hitafetf is 
*•' judged of none:— That thwaf^'two'fwordirto the power of the church, 
"the fpiritual and the material j the one whicti isto Iwufctffof the church,' 
<* and another which' the church Wfeff 'exercWetto i We wnidh'U in the 
«• hand of *tb* Pope, and another which is in the "hand of kings and war- 

* tfors, bwt-whofc exercife depends Upon the good pleaftire and indulgence 

* of the Pope-** iext. fircret. Extravdg. UB. i. de major, ft obed. cap.t. 
~ Clenient VH/ with hb Cardinals of Avlgrtoh writing to king Charles tf. 
fay; A» tfcere'tebtit mie Oid in'rtichejvcns, fo tfiefc cannot' nor ought to 
he ot right bnt one God on earth. ^Frotfird.' torn, j'.fii. x'47. Angelas 
BoKHanus cftiw addrcfles Alexander Vl, rt We rejoice to fee ycfo rajfed abovtf 
** aH human things, and eiaite<l even io A TJHyinfty irftlf, feting there is nV 
f < thing, except God;' which is noV.put'iuider yo^-** A»mongtfie other 
^ornpou's cerettibnies at the coronation of the Tone! lad menVioncd under the 
pohAfical'aVnlJ, thisdMlcK wai i inferihed;' \] 

« CJfar'e magna fuit, npneioma eft maiimd } m fextu$'' 
• KegnatAItxaitdtr:ft!ein^in7t'p^} ' " 

'" ' ' : " ' Jng&ffilii.tilytf^frofeeM 

The Canonhts often fpcaX Sn a.lixe ftyWof Man>hemy y Afcribing both the 
names' and 1 povftt it Cfirifl to'&eVopc : tn^f BaUatroine arfcrtt Formr* 
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($f tie earth t her fallen empire was again fet tip under a 
hew form ; and her pretended Vicars of Chrift in the end 
outdid, if poffible, her Pagan Caefars in pride, magnificence, 

defpotifm, 

hmtU qua tribuuntur Chrijlo eadem tt Pontifici/ it Cone. Kb. %. f. 17* M It 
* is evident," fays the Canon law, •' that the Pope who was called God by 
" Conftantine, can neither be bonnd nor Joofcd by any fecular power; for it 
" is maoifeft that a God cannot be judged by men." Dift. 96. Canon % 7. 
Auguft. Situchui it DonaU ConJI. &c. See alfo Dtcrtt. Grtg. Hb. i.Ht,j.in 
Gloff*. 

Councils hare, offered up the fame idolatrous incenfe 1 witnefs the Council 
of Lateran under Julius It. and Leo X. in the ipeeche* and orations of 
Gajetan, Cbriftopher, Marcelli, Begnini, B alt h afar del Rio, Pucci and'o- 
thcrs; of which the following fpeciraen may faffice,— Cura utfalutem, quern 
dedifii nobis t et vitam tt fpiritum non amittamus. Tu paftor, tu medr'cus, tu 
•gmhtmator, tu cuftos, tu itniqut alter Doit in terris.—Univtrfis populis ador* 
<**to (Julius). Deoinfiper fitmllimus. — Of Leo it was fa«d, Ne-fleveris filia 
Zio* quia tea venit Leo it tribu Juda, radix David. Tt Let beatijfimt fah 
vaiartm veuturum ]peravimut.—Tu pradicebas > cum extltqtus fuero omnia 
frabam mecunu—Tu alter Leo hominum 9 bominum non alter Rex tanttim, fid , 
Mtx Mtgum etvrbis t err arum monarch*. Tu duos gfadios babes, fpiritualem et • 
tempfolem. Vtncts qui* vicit Leo de tribu Judd.—In te una vero atqug 
Ugittimo Dei tt Chrifli vicario, propheticum illttd dibuit rurfus imphri : ador* 
mhuut turn omnts Rtges terr* t omnes Rentes fervent ei. No* ignari 
CbriJHani principes, omnent tibi uni in coelo et in terra tfaHtam a Domino potefi 
totem.— Arripe glaiium divin* poteftatis tibi traHtum, jube, impera, mand*\ 
hga-regeu &c. aim jam tibi data Jit omnis pottftas in ctelo et in terra. Richer. 
Baron. Spanh. 8cc. That various fynods and councils have owned and fup- 
ported .this papal monarchy 'by their aft* aud decifions may hereafter more 
fully appear. 

To enumerate the various writers of the chureh of Rome even in latter 
*ges; who maintain the temporal authority of Popes and their right to de* 
pofe and excommunicate princes, as an article of the Catholic faith, among 
whom are ftellarmine, fiaronius, Perron, Becanus, Francis dt Verona, 
Suarez, Ribadenera, Gretzer, Eudemon, JohCnnes, Emmanuel Sa, and 
»lmoft all the Jefuits, — would be an endlefs talk. Some of tbcm go fo far as 
Co make it a crime worthy of damnation to write in defence of the rights of 
princes is Efchaflier, Marteliere and Barclay had done; of whom a cer- 
tain Jefait " God grant, but perhaps my prayers will nor profit them ; God 
*' grant that thefe great men do not expiate rheir crime in eternal flames, in 
" that devouring fire «Hd brimftone which burns without con fuming," 
Fttz Simon Britanntmach lib. %. c. 3. p. 619. 

To deny this fupremacy of the Pope has nfually parted for herefy in th* 

£tomiu church ; thus Boniface addrefled a letter to Philip ie Bel in thefe 

£ terms. 



C 34 3 

arfpotifin, and cruel tyranny ; as well as In idolatry, lvrx- 
ttry and every abominable vice*. Having obtained repeat- 
ed 

terms, " Boniface, Bilhop, and {errant of the fervants of God to Philip 
" King of France : fear God and keep "his commandments : we wouM 
*" have you to know that you are fubjeel to ik both in things fpiritual and 
" temporal, *nd we declare all thofe to be heretics who believe the contrary. 
" Given at our palace of Later an » the 5th Dec. the 7th year of our Ponti-. 
" ficatc." fa another to the lame, he fays, " God hath eftailiihed «* 
(( over kings and kingdoms, to pluck up, to overthrow, to de- 
*' stray, to fcattcr, to build and to plant, in his name and by his doOrlne. 
" Do not allow yourfclf to be perfuaded that you have not a fuperior, an* 
" that you are not fubjecr to the head of the Eccleftaftical Hierarchy ; he 
" that thinks thus is a fool, and he that obftinatcly maintains it is an in- 
*« fidel Separated from the flock of the good Shepherd." Dupin BMiothequt 
its Autkcurs Ecclefiaft. torn. XI. p. 4. Hift, du Droit pubL Ectltfiajtiqut 
JfratfcTom. 1. p. 4sj. This is likewife ex pre fly declared in the ffcnous 
conftittttion unamfanBam of the fame Pope, part of which we have before 
jofcrted ; wherein the acknowledgement of this power is declared to be ef- 
iential to fafrvation, and that none can deny it without falling into manly 
.cheiftn. It may here alio be obferved, that while theft who have impugned 
|bis exorbitant and monarchical power have been perfecuted as heretic!, 
as appears from the inftances of the Arnaldifis, the Vidoit, the WickRffitn, 
Ac. thole who have maintained it mod zealoufiy againft the civil authority 
Jjave been canonized as eminent faints ; for this we need feek bo farther 
than the BritHb htftory in the cafes of Anfclm, Hugh of Lincoln, and 
Becket : of the latter even a popifh writer fays, that " The fudden canon*- 
*' xation of that zealous defender of' the eccleuaftical power, was rather to 
" juftify his quarrel than to honour his virtue." Hifi. du Droit y &c. Inncf t 
Qrigines Anglican*, vol, %, p. 390, &c. Baron, ad tnn. 11*9, &c, 

•The extreme corruption of the court of Rome under the Papacy, and 
the infamous lives of the greater part of thefe who have ruled it, are fcarccly 
•equalled in hiftory. They have been ib notorious that her own biographer*, 
liHtorians, aud writers of all forts, are full of confcflions, and mocking 
clefcriptions of them, and abound with heavy cenfures and invectives againft 
them. " After the church,*' fays Plating " began to wax wanton by 
<« riches, and her overfeers relaxed from ft*i<tnefs and feverity to been* 
*« tioaGiefs, fach licence of finning, while., there was no authority then 
** retraining human wickednefs, brought frrth thofe mongers, by whom 
*« through ambkion, and profligacy, the holy See of Peter was rather held 
' than poflefled,— oc(Ta/4to tjjt potiut qtttm potfeflk. Vita Benedift. IV. p. 1 3 1 . 

But this is nothing to the language in which the celebrated annalift vent* 
fcimfcJf ; " it will fcarccly be believed, yea none can believe except they 
" had (sen with their eye*, and Celt with their hands what indignities, what 
u fcajje and {hocking, what execrable and abominable things the holy Apof* 

roHc 
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ed donations of cities, lands and provinces, they rofe to the 
raok of temporal Princes ** But thefe being entirely un- 
equal 

** tolic See, on wJiofe hinge the whole Catholic. Church turns, wis forced 
" to fuffer."— " All that (he had formerly fuffered under the heathcS* 
44 Emperors, or by heretics, or fciFmatics, orperfecutof* of any kind, may 
•' be reckoned in comparison of thete but children's play. God had for- 
" got his church: ChKft then was evidently lying in a deep flecp ; and what 
'• appeared worfc, there were none found who might awaken the Lord when 
" aileep, but all were fnoring," &c. with more to the fame purpofe. Baron, ad 
4«r». 900,— ^or.—— When every thing facred wai thus profaned, and every 
remnant of fan&ity apparently extinct, yet it feemsthe church of Rome muft 
he reputed the mod holy G*/to/jt Church (UN, becaufeof her increafing worldlj 
grandeur, and the acceflion- of new wealth and power to her, the beft mark 
they have to give of her mdefeclibility. For Co the Cardinal boaft* upon a fop* 
juried donation of the kingdom of Hungary made by Stephen to the Roman? 
See. " It fdl out by a wonderful providence of God, that at the very time 
** when the komidi Church might appear ready to fall and perifb, even 
•*- thert aflflant kings approach the Apoftoltc See, which they acknowledge 
" and venerate as the only temple of theunivcrfe, the fanOuary of piety* 
" the 5 pillar oUSrmh, the immovable rock,— —Behold kings, not frbm 
«« thceaft as of old they came to thetradle of Chrift, but from the north 
" — — * — led by faith, they humbly approach the cottage of the fifberv. 
•• the Church of Rome herfelf, offering not only gifts out' of their treaforesj 
••.but bringing even kingdoms to her, and aflclrtg kingdoms from her— who- 
44 (b is wife and will record thefe things," eVc. oi ann. 1060. 

Any who would know particularly the abominations of that fpkituat 
Sodom, may confolt the hiftory of the Popes, or a book entitled Frejuge* 
legitimes contre le Papifme\ 

•* This took place in the' end of the eighth century, when Pepin Kin* 
of France who had been raifed to the throne, partly by the authority of Pop* 
Zachary, upon the depofition of CMlperic, having recovered the EaarchaW 
of Ravenna from- (he Lombards, beftowed ic upon the Pope. " Cet E«* 
«• archar outre ftavenne comprenoit Boulogne, Imola, F«enta, FotU, Ct- 
•* fetrnre, Bobie, Ferraro, Adria, Ccrvia, Rimini, Pezaro, Ancooe, Ja6* 
«* Moatrefeko, Uurbin ; a* ce grand nontbre de Villes il tut contriint d!ajo«* 
«*• ter encore Comachio et fon territoire : Pepin nomma un' Corniffdrevpoulr 
" prendre poflefliotrde tOutes ces Villes ; il le fit au nom d» Pape, et mit lea 
" clefs de toutcs ces places Air le tombeau dtt Apotres Saint Pierre & 
" Saint Paul, avec l'Alt de donation', qui etoit un contract parte en bonne 
" forme qui Ce voioit encore dansrle* Archives de Rome dn terns du Bibli* 
«« otbeque Anaftafe. Cette donation fut faftcdo terns de Conftantine Airnommo 
•' Coprouime, Empefeur d*Orlent: e'eft appartmment fur cette identite do 
•f aom, qu'a etc bade la fabufeufe donation du Grand Conftantme." Hifl. 
iu Droit Ectlef, Franc, tome 1 .;/. 140. 

'ft a CbaHemagn* 



f 3* 1 * 

equal to their infatiable avarice and ambition, they enlarge 
ed their claims without end. Not fatisfied with taxing anc{ 
' S" lvin g l aw * to the patrimony of St. Peter, they began tq 
^onfidej 1 all Chriftendqm as his patrimopy, apd accordingly 
claimed his pence *. By methods unheard of before, 
ihey found the fecret of railing immenfe revenues,/ 
and drawing the wealth of the world to their coffees f.. 
* ' * ' "•"' " " ' "" They 

Charlemagne the Ton and fucceflfrr of Pepin, having been crowned Empe- 
ror of the Weft, by Leo III. A. p. 800, in return for his good offices in, 
procuring him that dignity, made great additions to the pofleflions of the 
church : which were further encreafed afterwards, Ifo that the Pope to this, 
▼cry day is poflcjTed of territories equal in extent to a little kingdom, in a 
country naturally rich and fertile, fhcfc alone, it is computed, yield him a 
million ftcrling of yearly revenue.— A Roman magistrate, a heathen, Co 
early as the fourth century, faid, make me Bijhep of Rome, and Iii'tll become, 
CbriJHan : \f he had lived in after ages he would have had much greater rea- 
son for fpeaking thus. 

* Peter pence or Rome-penny was a kind of yearly tribute paid to (he See 
of Rome, and levied on every family in England. Some it tribute the 6rft 
payment of it to {pas the |Cipg of the Eaft Saxons, Others to Off* King 
of the Mercians, who made a vow to build a monaftcry \n honour of St. Al- 
ban, and went in pilgrimage to Rome in the time of Adrian I. and engaged 
to fend thither every year the fum of 390 merks. Others again to Atelwolfe, 
father of J\J fred ; who appointed it to be divided into three parts, one for 
the church of St. Peter, another in honour of St. Paul, and the third to 
augment the alms of the Pope. Whatever was iht origin of it, it was ever 
after con fide red as a debt, which the Pope took care to have cleared. It was 
Jbrbid by Edward III, but foon after revived ; and it continued till the Refor- 
mation. Several Popifh writers aflert, that Atelwolfe going to Rome made hit 
kingdom tributary to the ?ope, ani agreed to pay this to Rome ever in token 
of dependence. Something like this was alfo exalted in other countries, 
and eOablifhcd through cuftom, as in Ireland under Henry II, ; in France, 
Spain and Portugal, it was claimed by Gregory YJ I. and introduced by other' 
Popes into Sicily, Poland, Denmark, Sweden, &c. 

Bale's A& s of the Eng. Yotaria. FolydorcVirgile. .fyomus. Sfelman Glojar. 
jtrcheol.—Moreri, — Eachard. fyanbeim. 

' f As worldly dominion cannot ftand without riches, %ht ambition, an4 
. covetoufnefs and rapacity of the court of Rome went ftill hand in hand, amj 
mutually fupporte^ one another. ^.U its movements, and all the various, 
changes madeintfie doltrine, worfliip, government and difcipline of the, 
church, evidently tended ehher to the advancement of her power or gain, 
jfcvery innovation proved only a new additional mode of taxation, till a largo 
fart of the property .and wealth of JSaropc was abfoiutely in the power of 
»*»• - : '• ••.•»'- ■; , ' * '■■■ ' 'the 
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They tifed the ftylc of the m6it haughty and arbitrary foi 
yereigns. They affe&ed more than royal titles, pomp -and 

jhe Pope. Images, purgatory, reliques, pilgrimages, indulgences, jubilees, 
canonizations, miracles, mafles, and fuch things, ferved notably the pttrpotet 
pf extortion ; Befides tkhes, an nits, inveftitnres, appeals, refervations, exv 
pectatives, bulls and other drains in numerable, -"-by which money flowed 
continually from every nation of Europe towards Rome. Every brief for. 
making a new Saint coftf f oo,©oo crown's. . A confecrated Pall, for an Engi» 
lifh Archbimop was formerly bought for uoot. In 1 the year r*5o, Walter 
Grey Arch bimop of York-, p3id 10,006 1." for that trifling ornament, — with-' 
out which he might not prefume to call councils, make chrifm, dedicate 
churches, nor ordain Bifbopsor clerks. According to the prtfent vame of 
snoney, the price of it may amount to near 100,000 -pounds. With gootf 
rcafoit might Baptift Man t nan fay, ■' 

Si quid Roms dabit, **gas dabit, accipit aurum, ■ • » 

Verba iaty heu Romx nttnefda pecunia regnal. 
The money collected in England by the Pope's agents on various pre- 
ffncci, it is (kid, amounted to two- thirds more than the produce of fhe roytjl 
tmfury. Like eia&ionf were common In other nations : and considering 
the various arts ufed for amafling money, «« we may fee,** to ufe the- word* 
ef afpirited defender of the Gallicao liberties, " howjnft were the complaint*} 
«« of every Chriftian (tote again ft the avidity of the court of Rome; and it 
«• will be very difficult to comprehend in what abyfs thefe rivers of gold and 
** fiiver cbulct loie thcmfelves, which from all parts flowed into the Vatican t 
" and yet more difficult (till to comprehend how the people- and foveretgns' 
f could furTer thcmfelves fo toot; time to be' drained by fuch means. If, to 
*« that which the Popes draw to themfelVet, we add that which tbeirrokiiude 
" of priefts, monks, and the religious, coft the public, it will be-eafy to. con* 
fi ceive why trade if more flouriihinf and the people mow ea/y in the countries 
•« which have taken e»ff the yoke of the 1 Rooikn. church.*' The credulity, 
£iperftition r and the exuberant wickednefs of mankind, have been- improved 
as £6 many ricji mines- by the Man pf Sin. The snore luxuriant theft grew, 
the richer 1 was the harvdt at Rome. It was one of her own fens who faid to 
her long ago j Gaade mater no/ha Rma queniam aperuntur tataraHar tkefcurfrtrt* 
in terra, ut ad te nwfluartt rwvi et agger et tnurmtorvm, in magna cop'tg. Lettare ftp* 
iziquitate Jffierum Jhrninum, quemant in recempenfationem lantern* sawVa**, datnr 
tibi prantnmi Juundare fuper adjutrice tun difcordia quia erupit de putee inferuaBe 
ahyjpy ut accumuUntur tibi mu/tq pecuniarnm. preemia. Habes quod Jemfer feifli, 
decant* caniiam, quia- per maliti&m bominum> men per tuam refinement erbtm <UijH, 
Ad te trebit bempm, noaipjorum devetie, ant pura cenfrientia, fed/ceiertun tn*Uif>&- 
cinm perpetratio, et litium deeifie pretic lemparata. Ccnr. Abbas Ufperg, See ah/» 
MiJK dm Dreit Eecltj. Franc, tome ii. p. 193. Puflcnd. Jntred. te the Hiflj efZur* 
cb*f s ia. Ridley'* tyerf fiijbop. RidUg. BrU'ijb Eierrapby, Ice. 

honours: 
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honours > were crowned in ftate, carried about on me$> 
flwulders in prqceflion, received homage and ■ adoration *y 

hnpoled 

. • The firft Pope who canfed himfelf to be crowned was Dtmafus II. in the 
year 104ft 5 which ceremony has fince been obferved by ali his fucceflors. Ur- 
ban V. by others reckoned VI. was the firft who ufed the triple crown, common* 
if called the Tiara, which he did to fl>ew, that the pretended vicar of Chriift is 
poilefied of a threefold power, the pontifical, imperial, and royal. Fur the fame 
fcafon Peter was wont to he painted, as may be feen ftill in the palace of Va- 
tican, holding three keys in his right band. Stephen }I. was the firft who began 
the enftom of .being carried on men's moulders. The manner of doing homage 
to the Popes, which they call adoration, is by kneeling^ proftration, and killing 
his hand* and feet. The elevation, and coronation, of the Popes is performed 
with the great eft magnificence. Platita informs us, that, at the coronation of 
Ce/efiiaeW. there were prefent 200,000 men. The prefent Pontiffs, as an evi- 
dence they have loft none of* their former pride, nor nfigned any of their, former 
ptttenittAi, retain all the ancient ceremonies, and, as far as poffiblc, the ancient 
fplendoiiv. At the ceremonial is much, the Came in all, take the following 
account of the inftalmcnt of Clement XII. in the year 1730, by one who was 
prefent : " Cardinal Cerfiui was proclaimed Pope on Wednefday the 12th of 
f* July. in the morning— In the afternoon of bis* elevation to the pontificate he- 
•* received the viflt of the Pretender and the princefs his ipcufe, whom they 
M here call king dndtfueen of E*ilnndi after having been fame time in confe- 
u rence with them, be went on foot to the chapel of. r Sixjtnf, v. here he feated 
u himfelf in a feat placed before the altar. . He there received the adoration of 
** the cardinals, who,- according to the order of their fenirrity, luffed, kneeling, 
" his foot and right hand. That firft ceremony over, he feats himfelf in his 
*' fedan, whieh is a great chair gamiwed with red velvet richly embroidered 
" with gold. Eight men carry him thus upon their ihoulders by the great flair 
f'\*to the church of St. Peter. I Being come before the chapel of the Holy 
" Sacrament,, the Pope was £tt upon the ground. He arofe from his chair, and 
M kneeled down upon acuOrion these prepared for him. After: a ftort prayer 
«* he* feated himfeJf again in his chair, and was carried towards the. great altar, 
« in the! middle of which, he placed himfelf. The cardinals then rendered him 
«* adoratioa like to that which they had given him in the chapel of Siortus. 
■" After- thir the Pope was carried 1 into an apartment near the altar. He there 
u put off the nitre and cope with which he was attired. Then, returning in 
•** a chair to hil'chamber, he too* after received the compliments of the ambaO- 
" fadore, the Roman princes, and, of all the peaione of quality in Rome. In 
** the evening the whole city was illaminated, fee* dt jeye were every, where 
* to be feen, and the cannon of the Caftk of St, Angek fired. 

M The fame rejoicings continued neat day. The Pope employed all that day 
" in giving audience, and is naming, his- minavVr s , The ceremony of bit 

" coronation 



C 39 3 

hnpofcd oatlis of fidelity and allegiance on the clergy* 
kept a numerous train of iervaots and attendants; had their 

guards 

«« coronation wat performed on the 16th of July. The Pope, clothed in hit 
" pop'ifical habit, jmd preceded by the Sabred College, went proceffionally into 
«< the chapel of Sixtus. Having made there a very Jhort prayer, he wat then 
'< carried by the great ftairt under the portico of St. Ptter, where be was placed 
" on a throne, and admitted the chapter of St. Peter to kifs bit foot. He wit 
" then carried into the -church, and f<* down at the chapel of the Holy Sacra* 
" ment, before which he faid a (hort prayer, kneeling, as did alfo the cardinals. 
" After this he was carried into the chapel of Gregory the Great, where he 
•« again made a (hort prayer, proftrate befdre the aliar. He then took his feat 
" opon a throne at the right ride of the altar, and the cardinals ranged themJ 
" feltes upon the benches on both fides of the chapel. While the mufie 
" cbauuted Tt(r&» ttyey put on their white copes broidered with gold, and their 
** mitres of white tfamaik. The archbiihops and bifliops did the fame. They 
*' then all together paid homage to the Pope : after which the crofs is elevated, 
«< and be gives the firft benediction to the affiftants and the people j to which 
«< is annexed a plenary indulgence in arttcuk mirth. Defending from hit 
•* throne, he is then carried ia his chair before the great altar. He alone had 
« the mitce on his head; the cardinals and prelates held theirs in their hand. 
f* >Vhile he was carried in this manner, a m after of ceremonies, burning hemp 
« three timet before him, cried to him as often aloud, Sm&t P%mr k fie *wr/fc 
¥ gloria wntndh After another prayer at the altar, he received the bentdielttni 
€' from the three oldeft cardinal priefts ; and the firfr cardinal-deacon prefentel 
*« him with the pall. He then afcended the altar, which he eenfed ; aiter 
«' qrhich he is feated on bis throne e reeled at the other end of the church, 
«< facing the altar: the cardinals fat on each fide : they who are bete called the 
" king and queen of England, with the princes their fons, and their court* 
" wece in a gallery on the right fide of the throne t in another opposite to thai 
«« w*r* the principal ladies of Rome and the {imagers of diftin&ion. 

" The cardinals^ archbiihops, and bifliops, -rendered homage to the Pope bp 
«' kiffing bis hand and foot. - The Pope then fang the great aaais, to which 
«• the epiftle and gpfnel were chaunted in Greek and Latin by a Gcecian bimop 
«' and a cardinal deacon. After the confecratien be returned to his throne,. 
" whither the hoft and the chalice were broueht to htm. He received the bah? 
*« of the one and of the other, being on his knees with his head uncovered* 
'! He-fucked, according tacuftotn, the divine blood (tbefie ate the words of the 
•* author) by a f mall pipe of gold. Alter mafs he wat earned in grand procefiom 
44 to. the, ^allfjy which is over the great porch of the church. He if there 
** Cet on * throne y^ry high, that he may be feen of the people. Two catdiaal 
*' deacons take off the mitre, and fet on his head the Tiara^ ki$ng'hi& band and 
•« face. The Pope then rifes up, and gives^ ftanding, the forerun benedi&iou to 
«* the people which sill the place before S'. Peter**, and the neighbouring ftreets. 
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gtiards, fleets, and armies: they-infli&ed capital ptraiftt' 
mental*; wore the .imperial en%ns«jy and in military ar- 

" lit the mean time the cannon of the caflfle of St. Angelo were fired, and the 
•' Jigbc horfe, carabineers, and guards difcharged their pieces. The Pope was* 
u afterwards carried in ^focedion- to his apartment ; in the evening the houfes 
" were illominated, and artificial fireworks played off art the caflfle of St. Ange- 
«• lo. A few days after the coronation, the Pope feft the Vatican, and took 1 
" pofleffion of the palace of Monte Cavdllo with a pofnp which pleated the Ro- 
«* mans, naturally inclined to pageantry and (how. He was in a very' mignifi- 
«' cent coach, and preceded by all the Reman hoblefle on horfeWk, his guards, 
4t and all his houfehold $ which formed a very numerous retinue. 

" The church of St. Peter is hung on the day of coronation, as it is alfo on 
u the days of the great feafts, with red da mafic laced with a tinfel gold $ and 
u the ftreets arc adorned whh tapeftry of different colours hu'ng fortn at all the 
*• windows. ** 

The fame writer, after having given ah account ©f another cavalcade and 
ceremonial proceflicrn, yet more fplendid, on the Sabbath" when the Pepe took 
poflefiloir of St. John de Lateran, too long to infert, adds* All " this, if I durrf 
«« fay it, bath an air of mafquerade, which appears to me not aj all Anted t«v 
** the court of the vicar of Jefus Chrift.'" 

.■ Amidft all this profefiori, who would expect to bear the Pope Complaining of 
poverty ? Yet on fuch public occafions he is accuftomed to throw medals and 
coins of copper among the people, faying, Silver and gold buvelnmt, but fucB 
41 1 bent I give you. It is poffible enough they may neither have filver nor gold 
to give away : but fome of them have had abundance of both to leave behind 
them at their deceafe. John XX H. at his death left a treafure valued at 
a8,ooo,ooo of ducats, or, according to others, 2^,000,000 of florins of goldr 
Memoires de Baron de Polnitt, tome fi. p. 246, &e, Platina. Villani. Fleuri, 
le Grand Di£r. Hiflor. par Moreri. Voyages de MirTon. Hid. du Droit, etc. 
tome ii. p. 1 19I 

. * Scarce was Lewis furnamed Debonnaire, who fucceeded Charlemagne, 
feated on the throne, when Leo III. then Biihop of Rome, by his own fole 
authority, caufed fome Romans to be put to death who had confpired againft 
him. •' The action," fays the author from whom this is taken, " was equally 
" contrary to the moderation which ecclefiailics and efpecially Bifhops, make 
' " profefiion of, and to the authority of the fovereign of Rome whom he him- 
« fclf had acknowledged." Htfl. du Droit publ. &c. tint. x. /. io*x. See? 
alfo Vita di Sifto V. parte fecunda, p. 198, &c. 

f Boniface VIII. oppofed the election of Albert fori of Rodolph to be King 
cf the Romans, boafting that he was both Pope and Emperor : and at the Ju- 
bilee in the year 1300 (which he firft imtituted) he appeared, during the cere- 
monies, fornetimes in the pontifical and fometiitfes in the imperial habit, with 
the crown, the fword, and the fceptre ; and toot for a device, Ecce duogladih 
Krantz'm. Dupin Eibliotbequc, Sec. torn xi. />. 4. 

i mour 
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mour have gone in perfon to the battle*: they had their 
courts and tribunals with long lifts of dependant officers and 
minifters of ftate f : they received ambafladors ; difpatched 
their nuntios and legates a latere into all nations X\ they have 

meddled 

• The military genius and exploits of Julius II. are well known - y he was 
lb intent in pufhtng the war be had entered into with France, that he threw 
afide the mitre for the helmet t and when pa fling over a bridge on the Tiber, ha 
it faid to have thrown the keys into the river, and called for St. Paul's (word 3 
which gave occafion to different epigrams and paiquinides. . 
In Galium % utj am* eft, bellum gefturus acerbum, 

jirmatum eaucit Julius urbe manum % 
AccittBui gladio, vlaves in Tiberis amnem 

Projicit, etftvus talia verba facit t 
Quum Petti mbil.effic'tant ad prxlia claves, 
jiuxiho Fault fotfitan enfit erit, 

Gilbert. Backer. Spaab. Hijl. col. 1890. Prideaux*s Intro**, p. 141. 
*f* The papal government is of all others the mob complicated, and may 
afford a fund of reflection! to the philofopher or politician. No government 
perhaps in the world has fo many different departments , or fuch an extenlive 
fcene of operation ; and there are none in which the arts and intrigues ,0/ 
politics are more ftudiedor praftifeu. " The intrigues of the Conclaves, (ayi 
•* one. will never be clearly difcovered but in the valley of Jehofaphat." The 
active, the plodding and defigning heads, which, from all nations crowded to 
Rome, might there find fufficienc employment.*— The variety of affairs be- 
longing to this heterogeneous empire, and the many caufes which have been 
snade to depend upon the Romifh See, have, produced a multiplicity of courts 
and offices, as, benVes the facr.-d college, the Rota, the Darary,— - the holy 
office, the Apoftolical chamber, with all belonging to them ; to fay, nothing 
of the roll of minifleriai and official names, Cardinal-Patron 1 , Vicars, Pcne- 
lentiaries, Prefects, Chamberlains, Chancellors, Secretaries, Gerierals, Matter* 
of Ceremonies, Sacriilains, Major-domas, Prot< notories, Participants and Non- 
participants, and a thousand more.— * With fuch ftatlinefs and formality an af- 
fair* here tranfaded, before a bull for a benefice can be obtained from the Da* 
Ury, it nuft pafs through twenty different hands. 

J Legates a latere were extraordinary ambafTadors comnrflioned by the 
Pope to reprefent his. perfon, exercise his - authority and fee to his inter efts. 
They were admitted to -a large ihare of the Pope's power, though not 10 the 
plentitude of it. The appointment of tWcfe was one fart of the plan for efta- 
bli/hing the abfclutc authority of the Pope, and to. bring all churches a,nd 
kingdoms into an entire, dependence upon his will.. They were authorized to 
call councils, fuperintend the conduct of the clergy, pa,fs fentences, acd main- 
tain all the ufurped prerogatives claimed by. the court of Rome in fpiriiual an4 
' temporal matters* Sometimes prelates refiding in the different countries wece 
cemmiffionsd to act in the Pope's name, with the title of Vicars or Legates : 

F bsrc 
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meddlfed-Sn all the affairs of princes* managed perpetual in* 
trfguesy fomented endlefe di&ords, miagted in all broils, fr*-. 
ftained themfeives judges la all caufea, umpires in all coticro- 
vttRci, and fupreinearbiteteof peace and war *. Falfe andab- 

furd 

•nt as theft Were ne* in nil cafe* to be depended *pon,'it was rc.koned mfcre 
prorer to invert (trangfta with the legartinr p>wm,— p«rk>na detached a* it 
Were from the Pope's fide,^WK3 fronld be more entirely <k toted to bit intere** 
an J accc nntablc only to him. If any wee aggrieved by them, from their few- . 
tences there was no appeal, nor any rtdrtd t<: be obtained hot by going in per* 
fon to Rome; by which mean* the Roma* See judged twice the feme affair, 
and kept the world in obedience: and by perfms applying to it at f^lianta 
or penitents, either to juftify thern-felves or receive ahmlotion, (RH they con* 
trihuted to advance its authority, a'id made themfeives us rreatares. The 
cuftom of commifTtoning Legates ■* latere wa» bejfun in the •nth century, and 
became more common in the following age efj5ecra)fy after HHJe brand er Gre- 
gory ^11. was ralHed to the pontificate, who openly -avowed, and in a great 
rtieafure acTtmplifced the d fign of er>ab!flhing che new monarchy. The Le- 
gates were variously recfefved" \n different countries and occ.rnoned tmtny'tfml 
vMeft contentions Dupih tiNioib. &c. torn* «./. c6\ Mmmbnrg, Hift. <fe 
Potrtifc ite S. dreg. U *Gran#. 

* '• Bdniface VlIL in order lo J>rofecute more tfgtfroufty the holy wah of the 
church, attempted, not by way ofmrgotiatidn, but by fbVercign atrraotlty, by 
commands, and menaces to terminate difference* and wars at home, He rent 
his legate to Philip of Frartc\ enjoining htm, under the -pain nf eiccsmmafctct* 
tion, to make a peace, o'r a long Truce with the King of Engrar.d. This van 
nothing more than wnat fo'me of iris predeceflbrs ha 3 done before him. Ore- 
gory X. under* anding that Philtp III. was refolved to decide oy arms a eems* 
difference w'l ich he h»d with the King of Cattile, gave hii Nitrifies pHrer 
to annul ail treaties and engagements wMch might prave an eiWftacle to peace, 
and todifyente with the oith: which boond to the execu ion of them: he 
wrote at the fime time to Simon de Brie, his bgatt ki Prance, that the control 
of Lions ftad orda : ntd in favour rtf the cYfrfade, a general ptace among air 
Chrlftlan Mrtces, with power to prelates tt> proceed by cenfures again* thofe 
who refufed toacquiefce therein r ^therefore, 1 * *rf.ted4ie, *« we commaml you te\ 
• r oblige the King of France and art hta adherents to' deiifr tVim h« wtrlfJce 
u entef^sife a?ainn ths King of Caflife, etrjjnVtyrng, if yon think fit, excom- 
•* mnnicition acainft their pe>fdns, and* an imeiVrll tipon their lands, nbtwith* 
u ftanrflng any ptivtltgi g^arfted trnrm to the contrary; Such t direct fore* 
flbh of the Temporal power and prerogatives of princes, Was not merely the 
deed of atnbhir.us Popes, but was warranted by the authority of fome general 
councils, and tfrerriftd under the "fane"*) on of tV-it -ftlemn decrees. Ib the 
trrfert! council of Lions In the year 1145, -an anathema was pronounced again ft 
afl tfcdft-wfo ftouW : : arnjtt: ;be Sur.etafs v.! h tcW*, arms or other aids; 

ami 



£ 43 3 ■ 

ferd as the principles arc on vjhich the Papal empire U baili* 
and however ri4icu.lctis wul imprsSicable the defigns, and 
extravagant and chimerical the pretentions of its rulers may 
appear in theory, yet have they, in innumerable inftances, 
been reduced to practice, and often too with admirable luc r 
cefs. There is no (late where the Papal fupremacy was. at 
all owned, bat the temporal authority has alio been tried 
and exercifed, even in fome of its higheft brapches. So that, 
whether gained, by fubtilty, extorted by force and tc;n;or 9 
or yielded op by voluntary abjeft conceptions, one way or 
other, thefe ufurping Nimrods found themfclves ac'hially 
poiT^lTed of that fovereignty \yhich they fo much wifhed for, 
and fo falfely pretended to be their right. Appeals of all 
kinds were made to them, and all differences iubmitted to 
that dftdfiqp. They crowned and conftituted the emperors*; 

hi 

and tfcay aaade tnecaaoa refetred to, appointing a peaca for fear year*, among 
ChrlnHaft prince*, under the pain of eacQinnaunkation a»d inlcrdacV Id the 
ad general coeacilef JLateran certain timet were (pctificd wh.tr.eia aM princes and 
ibfdiera were aefeletely pcohibittd from making war, and all Chriitiapa vr*o 
hy the frtt>e canon exhorted t,a peace. Tht 3^ general coitncti of Lateral co- 
joined, Under the pain at* excommunicato*, l|ie ob&rvarioa of the truct, of a 
ce&tion of aH *&s of heftUity ftrom tbe fun fetting on Wedm.fday, to Monday 
morning, from Advent 10 ibe QtUve after £prpbany, aud (iota Septuagefana ia 
Che Octave aiWE*fter. Flewj Eccl Uifi. It*, aviii. f. *.»s- ttfi. du Droit. 
p*J/. Ecckf Ficnc. tarn. up. 44*% 40!* />*#* Bit Hoik, des Auih. Ecckf. 
torn. ia. ft. tio, aa*. & Mm. x.£. no". 

• From the day* ef Charlemagne tk» bi&opa of Rome *e=e accuaamed to. 
crown the empafer* $ this* iivprecef* of t»»#i *** cenft;* ed a> ao evidence of 
the fo v c rer g nty ef tbe one and the dependence of the echcr : aad in favour of 
that fovereigntf>arf6»* pretences were formed » tome foil' ding it on tbe power 
commhted to Peter $ ibaac an a fiftaioua donation of the ughtfr of the erapite 
by Conftanrine the Great 5 fame on a conetffier* of Charlem»gne, equally fittj- 
tsonf 5 and others derive it fr.ja the fenate and poeple of Rome, which it the 
•pinion of Hardurn a n*t& Jcfiit of tfa* prefe** century * Vtrum reipfa acct- 
pert fimm ponKfices Potfftatm torn, timparalem qua nunc pooanttfr y «* «**# 
Cbrtfti drain milfrftm, wan a Cwtlo skqun, fed a Jtaata ptpultgu* Roman* 
cut fua jura omnia trrtwabiPitir ttanftulit in fiemmts Pontijicti. VmFe hi 
etiam nunc impcratorem injHtuunt mm GermmU amdtm y fed Romanornm. 
But, however difficult it be to fhw bj what*ig»it they obtained it, is iafoffici- 

F 2 endy 
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in ; competitions aqd controverted elections they preferred 
whom they pleafed # : they not only have demanded the 

fur-- 



ently clear,' that they have confidently claimed it 5 contending* as Glahitta 
Xadulpbui expreffes it, neminem did valere imperatortm, nip quern Papa dele 
gerit. , Charles the Bald, afpiring to ihe empire to the prejudice of bis elder 
DTother, v w-ho bad the preferable right, was invited to Rorrje by John VIII. 
according to others IK. having an offer made him of the crown by the Pope upon 
certain conditions, Which be accepting, was crowned ; conceding the right of 
apporotirfg the emperors to the See of Rome $ renouncing the principality of 
Rome and. the neighbouring dates ; agreeing to n£e the years of the pontificate 
in the place of thofc «;f the imperial reign 5 taking an oath of fidelity, fubmitting 
to hold the empire as a benefice from the Pope, and even defending fo low as 
to be called his fecretary or counfellor of -(rate : which eoncsffions the fucceffor* 
of John knew well how to improve. " From that time/' (*>'* Mexetay, " the 
w . Popes pretended that it belonged to them to conter the empire, and that they 
" tfiould not be called emperors who were not crowned by them." It was one , 
of the hainons offences of Lewis of Bavaria, who drew on himfelf fuch a load 
of Papal vengeance, that he had the preemption to ftyle himfelf emperor with- 
out the Pope's leave t Tgrtta fvperbia Lud&vicus elatus eft, fays Platina, ut abffnt 
fiuetot'UM Roman* [edit \mperafrem fe appellaverit. Adrian IV. wrote to Frede- 
rick I. that he had conferred on him a fignal favour, the fbvereign authority of 
Rome and the kingdom of Italy. To fuch a pitch have they carried their info* 
lence, thst'Ceieftine III. having Yet the crown upon the head of Henry VI* 
who was kneeling before him, he puihed it off again with his foot, to fignify, 
according to paroniu5, that he had not only the power to confer on him the 
imperial dignity, feitf to degrade him again from it when there ihould be occsw 
fion. Heiffl Hift. de V Emp. tome i. Kv. i. ch. a. liv. ii. ch. 13, 14- Harduin, 
opera varia, p. 6x0. Platina, p.zi6. Slgonius ad ann. 875. Srpanb.Hift. 
Chr'ift. p., 13^0 et 1580*. Mezeray % Hift. ad ann. 876. Hoveden ad ann, 1191. 
JRanulph. Poljcrm; Bam. Hift. du Droit, &c. tome i. p. 187, et 307. 

* Innocent III. made h a law, that, as often as princes differed among them* 
fives, the correction of them belonged to the bi&ops of Rome} and taking 
advantage pf- the difpute between Otho and Philip, who by different factions 
were both elected emperors, he determined, that it was their right to judge of 
the elections of em per op, and either to approve or reject as they faw caufe ; 
which determination was alfo inferred in the Decretals as a (landing law and] 
maxim of the court of Rome. In the year 1254 the empire becoming vacant by 
the death of William, the electors were divided ; one party cbufing Richard 
brother to the king of England, another Alphonfe of Caftile : thefe two com- 
petitors difputed their rights before the Pope without being able to agree, 

" Ard thus the Pcpes," fays an author already more than once quoted, 
« after aop ycaifl of wa f which they had caufed, not only rendered ih rafdvet 

* ' "inde* 
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furrender of every kingdom in Europe, as tributary fiefs of 
the Roman See, but made the greater part of them really to 
be fo; impofing oaths of fidelity and vaiTalage on princes # ; 

enlift- 

«* independent of the emperort, but Co reverfed matter?, that the eltcYicn of 
** thofe on whom ibeir own ought to have depended, depended in the tni 
« upon them.** 

In the monitory bull againft Lewis of Bavaria his mock HoHnefs reprefent* 
ed, " That the Roman empire having formerly been transferred, by the Holy 
«• See, frcm the Greeks to the Germans in the perfon of Charlemagne, the 
" election of the emperor belonged to certain princes, who were divided, fome 
<* having chofen Lewis of Bavaria, others Frederick duke of Auflria } but Lewis 
<*• hath affumed the title of king of the Romans, without waiting till we had 
** examined his election, in order to approve or reject it, as we have a right to 
"doj and, not content with the title, be hath taken upon him the admini- 
" ftration of the laws of the empire to ihe great contempt of the Roman church, 
** to which the government of the empire, when vacant, belongs,** &c» Blond, 
dead, il Eb. 6. Decretal Grepr. lib. i. tit. 6. ie Eletl. cap. 34. Hift. du 
DrmJy &c. tomeh. f. 354, 355. tttcme ii. f. 67. Plains, /. 142. Spank. 

• Gregory VII. wrote to his legates in France to acquaint all the French, 
at*l to lnjoin them in his namey thai each houfe (hculd pay at lea ft a penny 
every year to St' Peter as an acknowledgment of his being their father and pa- 
ftor. He demanded of William the Conqueror to pay up the arrears of Peter-' 
pence, and do homage for hi* kingdom as a 6ef of the Roman See. He wrote 
to the Spaniards, that Spain was the ancient inheritance of St. Peter, and 
though the Moors had invaded it, and poir c (Ted it for a long time, jet that the 
sight of the church was unalienable. In confequence whereof be gave to Ebcl, 
count of Roxey, all the country which be could recover out of the hand* of the 
barbarians, on condition that he (hoold hold it of the Roman See, and pay him 
a certain tribute. Stephen the firft Chriftian king of Hungary is faid to have 
f objected his kingdom to the Sec of Rome, on which account he obtained from 
Syivefter II. the title or Apfiric. Geufa duke or king of Hungary having done 
homage for his territories to Henry IV, Gregory told him, that Hungary was 
fobject to the holy Roman church, and that none elfe had a right to homage 
for it $ adding, that the misfortunes which bad befallen his family were owing 
to the acceptance of the crown from the hands of Henry and not from hixnfelf. 
He claimed- the right to all Italy, the iOes of Sicily, Sardinia and Cornea, pre- * 
tending, that he could difpofe of them as he pleafed, and that all the lords or* 
tbofe countries were obliged to take an oath of fidelity to him. He reproved 
the king of 'Denmark for not writing to him at the beginning of his pontifi- 
cate; wanted to know what fuccours he might expect from him againft his 
' gjseiwet ? gave advices about hit government 1 that princes wetc to be corrected 
: - as 
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califting them under their banners, and fending them os ' 
their frantic expeditions againfl infidels, to brtak them 
more tamejy to- the yeU*. Royal titlee a&d dignities have 

been 

a$,wj»ll »* taygbt by the Holy Sea, and th.at.fk found of that ambvttj w«t £<*• 
*«f <«/• «// tU wtb y Tq Demetrius kyjg of ,Ruflia he pretended to grant that 
kingdom, but to be held as a fee of the Papacy : in confidence of his Utters, 
the to* of Deroettws fct put for Horn*, fbty afte* prpfefling his aiie^oce, fee 
^ might receive from $r. Peter, by Gregory's hapd," the kingdqm which. was to 
devolve opon him J>y bis faihcr's^eath. , fo iiyoined B Jiflans dyfee of PqUr4 
tQ reftosc tt Demetrius of Rufiia the money be had taken from b,im, and to- the, 
Rpraan Seethe Jand%tba* ^ert fined to it. He claimed Saxony *s a feudal te- 
Dure held in futyeciion to the Apoftolic S«e, to which he faid Charlemagne bai 
gipufly difponed it. He wrote to the king of Norway to fend fome from that 
country to Roflpe,, to be more fully inftru&ed in tjje catholic faith, and to re^ 
ceive the otderftoif th,e flo^y See : he to/bade him to take part with any of the., 
two. brothers, w^o were pretending to the crown, of Denmark. He claimed ia 
t^iis m-apner a biperiority over every country, efpecially thofe lately converted 
ta the Chrirfiaa faith, of thji ground, that tfceir princes had either delivered 
op their crowns into the fcand of the Pope, or put their kingdoms under the 
jrotec^toaof iJbc.Ho^y Ses* pr allowed a certain contribution to, be levied tor' 
tfrc. cjjurch of ^.cmc. #© appointed bis legate fupreme governor of Corfica^ 
allowing him the half of the tevenpes, r«(crving the other half for the See of 
Bgme. Bfi tooeiwi the wth of Lano>lph cuke of Btesevent, by which .he en* 
g^ged tofofe his ftulwtfom,. if he failed of fidelity towards the fioly See or to 
Gctgoty. and &s fucijeffpri: ltfce oath* he »x<*£e>i from Richard duke of Cafpa^ 
Bertrand count o/ ^Provence, &Tc He «a£Ud 4 folemn oath of fubjcclion from, 
tj>e emperor \ W Jph* X* X did of Qtbo, tfcf. form ot which is given by G/a>^ 
tian, who aJEtma ther« ate fojMesof majoyluch paths Jtep. U the Vatican library, 
Lothario ai hi%<Qf<W»tH>a>y Innocent Jl, faora. an oath of fealty to. his 1*4 
tki Pop« *nd kitjfactf&H : a Ujcct pledge of fixity did Jnnocent JJI. exact from. 
tarioW prince*, whok kingdom* he m^,l»ihut*ry, Ja t^t hull of John XXII. 
agn'mft Lewis* fctdfltae* th« imperial digfltfy .tt he * fief of t^e fluty See, and 
that Bone cam ke*mpfr«Mill he faw fi>tf .talfeo, an oajh of fidelity to the Pope t 
and an oath of this mxuk catfinftM-Ail}: tq ^ ?*ken by we emptors, at then 
vrooaue*, *• which tbjqr dot wj^ fv^eas «« to, abide, by th« C*th t; l,s. faith, and 
f» to be fakhfui ptnuc^f ^f th* ^«r«hj bD^ »Ka Ho be fupj^t aAd faithful tq 
«♦ the^oft^olyiaibartnCMift th» ?^|*i>f-H«ft«» *"d tft.VheMfc Catholic, 
<< apoftoUc; and R<*»** cjbunh." Qi^i JS>?/|. ^i?w% ^W" «*»«/• tf ^ *»«^ 
1106, tt ftf. Spank Hi fk */. 14)4. ■ ^«% ^». 1431% ^W r /- ^* ^» 
W. 4*. Dupht frhintk- «***. H"f Vif:iUl y £«?< tm i^u >y4 « ^^ iii, 
fl#. i«. tk. 4* A 6f« 

- « No left tht* tight dkBfcM«t«otfK^li«M.aia4nA the, Saracens wej« fet pn 
loot,, and ea ried into execution, by the aruflces, or mad foperftition of the 

court 
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4*eca cheated or anhihUafaed at their ward* and kingdoms* 
lite toft, given away of fold to their fycophants aod 

flaves. 

cr ant Of koUte, trpon the abfard pretence of recovering the Holy Land, a^d de- 
fhrcqin'g tire Infidels who poflcfljd it ; i define reprinted to be fo meritorious as 
to cuticle all who engaged in it to every privilege which the church cimld lavifii 
on them nere,' and to eternal Hfe hereafter. Thefe pretended h<ly wars com- 
•rocaly tailed Crtffcfo, from the (tgh of the croft wton npon the clothes of the 
warrior*, were both auVnifti-g evidences of the beigfct of the.Papal power, ami 
•rUtin) of nVefiglfalraiafg attkd inereafing it. There was fcarce a nation "in Eu- 
TOOfc, cut OWe or titter of them, hkd their princ- s, the AWcr of their nobif irj>, 
*n4th^if shelves ftint off fo perim in the eaft, without the (ma!left pfofpeG of 
tfocerftb/ to* ventage-, at the mandate of the Pape, or the prea hlng of monks anil 
Jktfrmitft) who were not only employed to recruit, hot to go forth ihsmfd/es as 
£Mer*ls*t thefcead t»f Vhovfrnfts whom they cnnducVd to the (laughter, tfb 
■Ms than 3td,6ce> w*n* <Mt of EtJropfc in the frrft ex, *<fltioto, and myriads after, 
ejcjrfcig ftfefyaccof near aoo years, while the number* ho returned were always 
liUtonftfentblei and rhofc few who dfd, in exchange for fatigues, dangers, atfd 
^otwe%olnc%-of tfratwfe and blood, broegbt hbme poverty, wounds diftafel, 
•ftiaerftkfen %hd paetended rfcHqwet. T/he churth of Rdme was the only gainer'; 
4e»eotjthewiwg thettxlefiaaVrcaJ in proportion a* Ae weakened the fecuiar power. 
Sotnv metatfentd, feme flfe-flateftti, forte ihe tfcreafened onderthe pain tff 
wwrtraorrfeatlonv and dn loMt'-Ae impofed it *t a penrfnte'to take optrn theta 
-die croft* and right »c* bottles, While die enfricfeed herterf with the f^orTs att 
iotne* Uoogh ndrtrio^Ofl«ld -be 'More ratal fo tfceintereft of the wefterti «s> 
ttoaa, yot nothing could have proved more favourable for Hit ambitions vlew% 
e*f the Ifossa* to*it than theft* war* in fhe manner they were ccwdoAeo'. 
While tb* warlike prfceet, .whom It reared or fufpecled, were thw pot oct'of 
!ttae way, and the political frnjmjth in J treafure of the weftern world e thanked, 
they feqtJftYcd matry aMvUtfsjes which before they had ftruggled for in vain, *tM 
W&tfkmed the natlonwo the exertlie of that aefybtie authority, which for **je« 
fftcfctMlo* sot fee ftftfcc* oft In thefe expeditions the Popes were always the 
ebieft: the eroded emperors and kings were euKfled under their banner, and 
jpiiruftder the ctmmarU) of them and their legate* ; trie croft was their livery: 
in the abfence of thefe princes, 'they took into theft hand the government of 
tfjofr kfagdonw : the atdrfons and the goeds of all the crotfim were declared under 
ttfeiV prcfecliooj in their behalf tfcfey caafed every pivcefs, civil or criminal, to 
-be fofperftled : and, for encouraging the dciign, they made the uTe of indulgent 
»<*3'a*d , tHfp*nf*w*ns far more common than before : their legates received tbe 
ahriteftil legacies whieh were given for promoting and preferving the fcreign 
cOAqOeft* J and fhe^e afforded them a fpecious prvtext for levying tithes : fo that, 
If rhU wrdnge amd tedious war wts^not originally projected by the court of Rortfc 
*ffb a view to h«T-Own agtyahaiwwent, th"rt in the event appeared to be the 
■ < • - ■ ' ' fruit 
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flaves*.. Againft all who have offended them, or- dared t& 
refill their will, they have armed themfelves with, thunders* 

denouncing 

fruit of it, Spondan. Epif. Bar en. ann. 1096, c*f. MoreriU Grand Di8* Hift, 
tame 3. Hi ft. fa DroU $ etc, tome i. p, 35. lnntfi 0, igines AfigHeafue, W. ii. 
f. 103, **. 

• Gregory conferred the royal dignity, on Demetrius duke ef Croatia and 
Dalmatia, upon condition of hit paying a yearly tribute of 200 pieces of gold. 
In the year 1179 Alexander beftowed the royal title and badges upon Alphom> 
duke of Portugal, who juft before had rendered bis property a fief of the Roman 
See. Innocent III. in the year 1204 conferred the fame dignity upon.. Primif- 
laus duke of Bohemia 5 as he did alfo by hie legate upon Johannicios duke of 
Bulgaria and Wallachia. In laao Stephen, great Jucan of Servia, was crowned 
king of Servia by the authority of Honorius III. Gafimir Ion of Miciflaus, 
having been choCen king of Poland, after he- had entered into a monairery, 
would not take the title of . king, or engage in the exercife of the government, 
without a warrant and difpenfation from the Pope, which t was granted ■pom 
condition that the Polandcrs (ho aid pay every year a penny a head, the nobility 
and clergy excepted, for maintaining a lamp in the church of St. Peter at Rbme.fr 
ajnd farther, that they would cut their hair above their ears, in the manner of 
the monks. Boliflaus, the fon and fucceffor of Cafimir, having been excem> 
municated firft by the biihopof Cracow, and afterwards by the Pope, was HOC 
only deprived of his authority, but the Pope difcherged the people from chufing 
a fucceflbr without his confent, and prohibited any after him from taking the 
title of king : which laft mandate, out of reverence or dread of the Roman mi- 
tre, was for fbme lime complied with. Roger count of Sicily was declared, by 
the fame authority, the firft king of Sicily ; and it likewife proclaimed him 
duke of Apulia and Calabria, and prince of Capua, confirming him in all there 
titles as the feudatory of the church. The emperor foon after having seised 
Apulia, and given the government of it to Reginald m the quality of duke, » 
warm conteft enfued betwixt the Pope and emperor about the, ceremony of the 
creation of the duke, which could nootherwife.be terminated bat by their agree- 
ing, both of them to lay their hand at the fame time upon the (raff or enfigst 
which was prefented to the new Duke 5 according to the manner then nfed 
when a lord gave invefttture to his va&l. Alexander IV. intending to difpof- 
iefs Manfred, who had made himfelf foverejgn of Sicily* offered that kingdom 
to Edward fon to the King of England : the offer was accepted but without 
.effect, on account of the discontents arifing in England occasioned by the inv- 
pofts laid on the people for averting bis frivolous title. This railing, Urban 
the fucceffor of Alexander ordered a croifade te be preached againft Manfred 
with the ufual encouragements. This having little better fucceft, he revoked 
the gift of that kingdom made to Edmund, and beftowed it upon Charles of 
Anjou, brother to Lewis the Saint. He accepted the donation, though they bad 
rtjeclcd with fcorn an offer of the empire made by the fame authority feme time 
1 before* 
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dettbuncfag anathema* lipon anathemas ; facHlegtefifly pr(y» 
faring facfed inftitations, to which they have added others 
of their own invention, to gratify their lull of dominion, 

thei^ 

before* Clement IV. fucceeding, ratified all that hii prcdeoeflor ba$done, ano* 
allowed Charles to take a- tithe* of tbc clergy io France : that prince, coming to 
Rome with an army,, was there, declared fenator, or governor aod,foycreiga 
judge, voder the Pope^ and in the.xear ? ia66 was crowned, kin* of Sicily, on 
co nd it io n " that he, Should pay every year,, to Clement and hit fucccupis, 8000 
•' onncct of gold, and fend h : m yearly a white jennet," etc. Cb.ulca, having 
defeated ,»ix) flais) hii rival, took poflcfion of his new dominions, and was 
fecbfl&.Vy t^e Pope lieu tenant-general ^f the empire in I eJ>v Yet foon after, 
Nicola* III. joined with, the kingqf Anragoo, whule grandfather Peter II, 
had boto crowned king by Innocent III- upon furrcoderkg his territories tou he 
chorcb,in. orfor.to difpoflefs Charles,, ptbich produced the cruel oufftcrc of ,ih* 
Fremch on Safter- e.e, known by the nana* of the SUilum ft/pc- u However, 
the fucccfcnafPope, ,not long afur, took part agaimt' the king .of Arragon, 
forbade him to bear the title of king, deprived him of all his dominions, and 
pnt them onoV an interdict: u To the intent," faid he in the tail, " that 
" oar threatenirgs be not contf mned, by this fentence pafTed with ,tbe advice 
u ' of our brethren the cardinals, we deprive Peter HI. of the kingdom of Ar- 
" ragon, of all his other territories, and of the royal dignity, and we expofc bis 
" eftates to be poflefled by the Catholic princes, according as the fioiy See wall 
" difpofe of them, declaring his fqbjecls abfolved from their oath of fidelity, 
" forbidding him to interfere in any manner in tjie government of the /aid 
** kingdom, and all perfons of every cctajition, fecolar or ecclcfi*(rjc, to favour 
" him in this defign, or to acknowledge. bi{a as king, or render him any obe- 
" dience or dnty whatever." Nor wae-thia Pope (Martin IV.) lqng in diJpo- 
ting of the kingdom which he had confiscated J: for, by his legate, he'etifered in- 
to a treaty with the French king, whesein it Was agreed, «« That the legate, in 
" name of the Pope, fhoulfi cowfea pn-one/of the young princes the kingdom 
of Airagon to be held and pofTeiTed by him a,nd his heirs for ever } *hat no treaty 
«' {houW be made for the refutation of Arragon without the content of the 
" Pope, and that the new king and his fucceflbrs fliould acknowledge them- 
* felves the Pope's vafTals, take an oath, of fidelity to him, and pay yearly to 
St. Peter 500 livres of quit-rent,". T^us princes, by accepting fuch gifts from 
the hand of the Pope, . recognised, his authority to d>p°fc themfclves >vnd dif- 
pofe of their kingdoms. Sicily and Naples have, all along been claimed as fiefs 
depending upon the Tiara ; and (lie 1 former (hameful homage, rendered to the 
Pope for them, has continued to the pxefenfc age, be'rvg paid with very pom- 
pous formality, on the feaft of St. JPiterJ by j him who bears the-title of King of 
the tvn Sicilies, as formerly .by \hp emperor, and fttyl, I fuppofe, by the princes 
of thehoufe of Spain, who were put in poiTeiTion.of them in the year 1735. 
After a grand proceffion, in which appears the white horfe richly caparifoned, 

G bearing. 
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their diabolical |>fide > refetnpent, and revenge: time# with-* 
out number have they;e^ownupicated princes.*, depofing 

- , iv,.i ..■■''.' . .' 'them 



bearing it his neck, in a red velvet purfe, the bill for 7000 ducats, thefe are 
offered, by the ambaflador on hit knees, in his majefty's name, At the tribuu 
4ve * the Bohf $te fir tbi kingdom' of Ndpfa. The *ope, hivirg receive* ttait 
tomplitaeni in the SpjirUh hngoa^/hr return express, in Latin, trie ao 
teptinte of the tribute, and beftows upon his tributary king, 'i»d at) belonging 
to htm, his apoftolic benedf&ion 1tifhin$M< iff tb§ Father, &c. ' TfceapofteHc 
notary bdng preient,' enters upon rhe'J|>et the tr&ft£>eVt6n In the apdftolic regi* 
3fler», Gfir;'" Spaniel: Mortrr. Fit find, hfrod. id ibe Hift. of Eur* ch. 10.' 0/ta 
Vrifingb. Cbrcn. $b. yii. eh. so. Ftotdti Ahrez* & VlHfl. defWmf. Jfc-itt, l»a, 
Wft. in Dr. pub. Bcilrf Fr. torn i. : oJ $&, "ef-*/»*e». AjmktMl* JM^t; Mb*. 
•HoiK £j/fcr. rim? i; jfc 771, Mtow.V. sir JRweb PW*n**, ire*** il. /. »}kj «r« • 

• So nxany infhwceV occur in Wftofy of roe excommuftkatitoh' tad frte* 
tended dtyofirion 6'f princes, that we drill onry give the following atyt *f the 
•Mft noted, whi th 'every one will acknowledge to be fofikienfty large, though i| 
may not becomplete. 'The firft column contains the Popes, tie* <eeou4 th* 
•orincei etcotnfhotaitiired, *n% by them. ' 

POPE'S, ^ Piikcis excommniHCitedjj rft« 

•fcregbfyll, Leo IN;} J 

'-Gregory III. I*eo IH. > etBperors | 

l»ifoa1 1. T too V. 3 

John Jilt. I*ewisfcirig©£<3e*ni«Jt 

•rtJgoTyV. ftoWn king <>f France j 

Adriiin. ■■- - tothatio, y txn ror . ... ■ .. . ., j 

Gregory Yn, | Belifl.« king of tVlind | 

Vrbanlj.' [ [' ■ 

r C«!i»tu«:I{. ., . . 

Qe]i£»$ih .- 

Atetaflder IH. 
. ^teftioe HI. 



itimft) 



Innocent ffo 



r HtntJfV, 

1 Philip J. kiinj of Ranee i 

f **e.<y IY^ 

Henry V. 

'Heniy V, ^ 

V^illiam king, of Sicily : 

{Frederic T. emperor 5 
Henry II. fcin|* of England j 
f Henry* VI. ttrfperof j 
t Alphohfo, king of Gallidi^ 

•John king of England; 
Phinp f I!i tetrig of France 5 
Ladiflaus king-of ■poind \ 



POPES. 



lfce«h from thtir government, interdiffing theSr iomimbns^ 
dr transferring them to others : abfolvihg fiib}efts : fr6m fcl- 

legiancc, 



tyonorius, 
Gregory IX. 

Innocent l\T» 

Clement IV. 
Gregory £« 

Kicoiai III. 
Mania IV. 

Irlonoriut fV, - 

Boniface VIII. 

JobnXXIL) 
fennct XII. 
CUmcot VI, 

Urban VI. 



Boniface IX. 

Innocent VJI. 
Alexander V. 
Sistui rv. 

Jotfu* II. 

LeoX. 

Clement Vlf, 
Paul lit 
Piea V. 

SUtosV. 

Gregory XIV. 
., Innocent XI* 



Pa in ess excommunicated, tu% 

Frederick II. ? mtMimr , V 
f Frederick II. r mpWOr| .*, , 
CWeqceflaust . * 

Frederic II. emperor 5 

Manfred, ? ki r e- •♦ 

Cnr.din.5 ° ,,0fS,,,,,,; '' - 
C Alphpnfo king of Portugal j 
5 Alphonfo X. king of Ca(W)e j" 

Charles king of Atyottj '!'",'; 
f Peter of Arragon j * * : * 

C Michael Paleologos emperor; 

{Jamef, ) ** 

Alphonfo» S king* of Arttgdo j 
Alphonfa, J 
r Philip IV. king of Franeej 
(Eric VIII, king of DtJ.*i*kj 



cflaporerij 



Lewis of Bayrtria; 
Lewi i, 
Lewis, 
X Jaa Vq u^^ ofKtpto . 






1 Charles king} 
* Lewis of Anjou ; 
jRicbardO k . rfjE^^ 
} Edward, jf 
£ Wenceflaqs emperor; 

'Hfe} ****■»«-» 

Ladiflaus king of Bohemia j 
f Albert king of Navarre J 
(.Lewis XII. of France 5 

Stenon king of Sweden $ J 

Elizabeth queen of England) 
f Henry III. king of France j 
irkory king of Navanej 
Henry IV. king of France and Nav*rrs>$ 
Ambaflador of Lewis XIV. king of France. 
• Of all the numerous cenforet and penalties which Have been jnfti$«4 hjr 
the church of Rome, aod with which her canon law is burdened, the %#§*&& 
fcftrhaps the moft extraordinary and vnjuft. By this whole parifeta, cities* 
pro*r*cce or kingdoms, wex* deawif e4 at once of tbe uf* a*f fee#eft of Mr 

G % things j 



ieglancc^^cxdtipg them to revolt, and authorizing them ,t<* 
depofe or murder their excommunicated fovereigns $ and 
^.^.:: their 

things j the clergy were prohibited from exereifing their functions, and every 
office of religion' was made to ceafe, except fo far as- the fyirhual tyrant! faw 
meet in their fentences to permit. Hereby the innocent were involved viith 
the guilty j fubjects punifhed for the real or fuppofed faults of their rulers; and 
communities made furTerers for the offences of a few. Interdicts fomctijnea 
went before, fome times accompanied, , and fometimes followed' after. the perfo* 
nal excommunication oftptitfete by name. For excommunication a divine war- 
rant could ftill be pretended} for however much it was proftituted and aWfed in 
the Romifh church, being inflicted in the mod irregular and uneHriftian "man- 
ner, and ufually for caufes frivolous, foreign, doubtful, or unjuft, yet the ©en- 
fure is in itfelf lawful, neceiflfary, tremendvus, and at the fame time falutary 5 
not a damning fentencey ,nor a cenfure affecting men Y natural or civil privile- 
ges, or diflblving the bonds of human fociety, as the church of Rome hath 
lhade it, and as fome*Prop(tanti would ftill reprefert.it to be. It is a power 
inherent in the conftitution of the churchy abfolutely necefTary for her preser- 
vation, and accordingly has. been in ufe in. the firtt and purefr ages.; but for an 
Interdict there is not the fmaUett warrant in the Scriptures, nor a precedent in 
all antiquity. It appears to have been introduced in the ninth century, in order 
to render the ecclefiaftte cfcnAires, which otherwife were in danger of' being 
contemned by the great, more formidable j and evidently with a view to rop- 
port the usurpations of Popes- and biroops, and to enable them to manage the 
conteft with temporal lords and fovereigns more fuccefsfulJy. And for this par. 
pofe it was an engine admirably fitted : murmorings, tumults, inforrectiona 
and revolts, could not fail loon to arife among a people fnbjected to fuch a een- 
fure. To have all public prayers, preaching, mafles, marriages, feftivals, con- 
feflion and abfolution, except in the cafe of the dying, ceafing; — to have every 
church and church-yard tout up, the altars flript of their ornaments, and the 
very bells, which were then holy things, rendered filent j to have the dead' bu- 
ried with the burial of an afs, caft out into the fields or ditches j— it is inconcei- 
vable what effects fuch things muft have produced in times of ignorance and 
fuperftition. It has required all the precaution and art of rulers, fecocded by 
the higheft exertions of their authority, to preferve the public peace, and tbem- 
felves from ruin, in fuch dangerous ctrcumftances : and when the clergy and 
thofe in orders have been difpofed to obferve fuch interdicts, as they have ever 
Jhewed themfelves too ready to do; often in contempt of the mort peremptory 
injunctions and threatening* to the contrary, they have found it impoffiblc 
for them to Hand their ground. 

Thefe fentences were at firft confined to narrower limits 5 but, as Papal tyran- 
ny tncreafed, were afterwards extended to the largeft focieties, and became the 
(eoorg e of nations, and the terror of kings. Hineroar, abp. of Rheims, inter* 
dieted a parifli in 170. In 964 the churches and monasteries of the diocefe of 
Iftneges were interdicted by Adrian the bUfeop* In the ccuncil of .Limoges in. 
. •* ■■ «- 1034* 
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their raiquous fentences and barbarous, mandates have often 
been but too well obeyed *. If the objefts of their refeat- 

ment 

1034, Oldcrk, an abbe in that place, propofed it to the council, as a new re- 
medy againft tbofc who would not peaceably fubmlt to the church. Ore gory VI t. 
frequently nfed this cenfure. France Was laid under interdicts in the reignsof 
Philip, Robert, Lewis VII. &c. : Germany frequently fubjected to them* dur- 
ing the contentions between the Popes and emperors : England in' the day* 1 oif 
John for more than fix years. Normandy was laid under a gcflaral interdict.* 
which was facredly obferved for feven months, becaufe Richard king of EngUni 
had bulk a fort on a piece of ground which belonged to the church. f he city 
ef Rome itfelf was treated in the fame manner by Adrian IV. Dan marie by 
Clement III. and Boniface VIII. Sweden by Leo X. the Venetians and Floren- 
tines by Clement V. as were the Venetians again by Sixtus IV. and Paul' V. 
which laft produced very great commotions in the republic, and was like to 
have ended in a general revolution. Various other inftances may be found in 
hiftory, too long to enumerate. Every degree of authority from the higheft to 
the loweft in the Romifli church have approved and confirmed filch fentences j 
«f* which it may be fufficient here to mention the authority of the fourth general 
council of Lateran, which appointed all thofe, who had engaged to go to the 
holy war and drew back, to be excommunicated, and their eftates to be put 
under an interdict: and it farther ordained, as the council of Lyons fome time 
after did, that all Chriftian princes, who were at war, fliould make peace, or 
at lead a truce of four years, and that fuch as refufed fhould be conftrained by 
excommunications and interdicts j and in the 58th canon of the fame council 
the manner in which an interdict is to be obferved was prefcribed. Such fen- 
tences, being directly contrary to the peace of civil fociety, afford another proof 
of the feditious and turbulent principles of that church. 

* Almoft all the Papal bulls of excommunication againft crowned heads 
contain alfo claufes of the import, and to the effects, above mentioned. Gre- 
gory VII. after anathematizing Henry and all his adherents, declared all the 
princes and members of the empire freed from the oath they had taken to 
him, forbidding them to have any communication with him ; at the fame 
time exciting them to chufe another emperor: accordingly, having chofen 
Rodolphus in his place, the Pope approved of the election, and fent him a 
crown with this motto : 

•Petr* itdit P#r§, Petrus, dwdtma RodolpU. 

'this produced the anoft unhappy divifions, and bloody wars between the 
rival powers j and afterwards between the father and the fon, whom the Pope 
at laft flirrcd up and armed againft the Emperor, after fulminating a third and a 
fourth excommunication againft him : to the unnatural rebellion, the higher* 
treachery was added ; fo that the poor a~ed prince, harafled without end, be- 
trayed and defcrted on all hands, fell a Sacrifice to papal wrath, and to Popitii 
ferfidy and Inhumanity, and became a pitiful Spectacle of fallen dignity y 

being 
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HisAt hzrt dcaped falling an inftant facrifice to if; atrf^ 
Orercctafc by a fcrici' of infitlts and dangers, they have «c 

\. .1.. an y 

being turneiout of bit tjbrone, and ftript of his imperial 'ornaments by the 
Violent hands of his own fcrvsnt*, at the command of a ton whom he had ever 
kindly ufe<Tan<i tenderly loved j who reckoned themfclves acquit ed fr6m every/ 
obtijgatjon pf duty, andjndemnified in all they did by the authority of the 
iittnpAor at Rome. After they had robbed him of his crown and treafures,, 
lje was even dep'rlvcd of tread J.oeing reduced to the hard neceflity of begging 
a cjnonicate from the Biifcop of Spire whofc cathedral had been founded and 
endowed* by his father's liberality, and his own : but this fmal! favour was de- 
nied, the 6; (hop telling him that bedurfmt grant it without the ftrmijfith of 
tli.Pupe, Having efcaped fro«n his keepers he fled to Liege, where he ended 
Eis days in the year nc6. Thus did a great monarch who had reigned more* 
than 40 years, who had, at the head of his armies, fought 6* battles, in which 
he was almoft always victorious, die degraded, in poverty and exile. Nor wa$ 
he fuffered to reft even in the g-ave: having been refpe&fully inteired at Liege, 
the Con, incenfed at the kindnefs mown by the inhabitants to the deceased, 
obliged them to difinter the body, and deliver it to him, which he kept for 
five years at Spire without burial, hecaufa of the excommunication. The fame? - 
emperor, in confequence of the execration of the Pope, had often been in great 
hazard of lofing his lifebyconfpiracies and aflaflination. One day in the church 
a man had raifed a large done to the roof above the place where the emperor* 
was at prayers, with a defign to tumble it upon his head 5 but, at that inftant* 
the traitor fell down, together with the ftone, before the emprror, and wat 
killed upon the fpot. *thc Engliffi hiftory prefents us with incidents and re- 
volutions, no lefs memorable than the foregoing, in the cafe of King John, t& 
which that of Frederick II. Lewis TV. B .liflaus, &c . might be added : but 
one examjfte of this kind may (land inftead of all, as the fpirit and principles of 
Popery have operated in a fi-nihr manner, and produced nearly the fame efTe&tf 
in ail agei and nations. If the Papal bulls have not always had the fame rnif- 
chievoos efFe&s, nor thefe bold attempts upon the rights of fcvereigns, and the 
independence and peace of nations been attended with an equal degree of fucceff, 
this has been owing to no want of will or Intention in their authors; they 
have not always found minions' or defperadoes equally ready to fly at their Bid- 
ding, and execute their infernal order*; though they have feldom wanted a 
itrong party to fecond their viewf. Even princes have been found weak or 
wicked enough to undertake their drudgery, ard become the flaflfin their hand, 
and the rod of their indignation, far correcting and enflaving their neighbour?* 
and themfelves at the fame time. 

It is fiid that fubjeels are authorized not only to depofi but to murder thth 
fovereigns: If they have not exprefsly commanded this, they have often, In* 
their bulls injoined what amounts to the fame thing — to refill them, to make 
war upon them, and root them out. When King John wai excommunicated, 
hit kingdoms were given away to the king of France,, and bis fucceflbra, and 

accepted 
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toy time applied for favour, the terms of reeonciKatioa 
have proved More intolerable than all they had before ei- 
ther fuffered or feared : by the mod humiliating ceremonies*, 
the bafeft and mod abjeft fubmiffions and conceffionsf, 

and 

ftccepted too; and all the fafthfol were echorted to take tie erofs and 
sffift in that holy defign againft the declared enemy of God end ihe chofeb. 
But that murder and aflaffi nation hive been plainly taught, praftifed, and 
approved by the church of Rome, mvf fft'l in to be noiiced afterward. Jh'fi 
Wtft. dt VEmf, fit), ii. cb. 9. hmt't Hi/I. vfiht Engtijb Ctvrcb, W. ii. eb. tt, 
«f 2*. Hi ft. du Drtit Ecehf. Fr. tome'u f. 351, 416, etc. 

* Emperor?, ia their interviews with the Popes, have not been eveufed from 
the ceremony cf killing the foot, and proftrttirtg-thenafclvet before them j and 
feme of them have attended them as their lacqueyi and f 00 boys, leading -their 
korfes, and with great devotion holding the ftirrup while they mounted. We 
are toM of one of thofe haughty defpots who expressed great difpleafure, becaufe 
the emperor ftcpptd most, and kifled hif knee raftetd of bis foot. Frederick, 
after a war of fatten years, faw hhrrfelf conftraiaed to make peace with the 
Pope, and meeting at Venice, at the door of Ac chinch of St. Mark, in the 
prefence of the fenate and people of Venice, kneeled down, adored him in tlie 
ufual manner, and aflced pardon of his perfeeotor; at which time the Luc/.feriaa 
prelate is faid to have fet hit foot on the neck of the emperor, repeating thefe 
words 1 Tbeajbatt tread tlfon the Jerfent and the aff>, and trample the lien and dra- 
gon wader thy feet. Frederick made anfwer, Nen tibi, fed Petro ; to which the 
Pope anfwered, Et nib't et fetre. Platiaa. Heiff. Epift. Alex. Councif, 
tcme 10. SigonitM. Spinh. 

f The indignities offered to Henry IV. upon his application to Hildebrand for 
hting relaxed from his firft fentence of excommunication, are almoft i-credi- 
ble. Finding almoft all the princes of the empire revolting and in arms againft 
him, he thought by a fibular act of humility to appeafe the anger of the pon- 
tiff. He took a journey as a penitent into Italy, in the midde of winter, with bit 
wife and fon of two years of age, enduring great fatigues and inconveniences by 
the way. When jie arrived at Canaua, wh'f re the Pope then was, he was fuffer- 
ed to enter the outer ^ate, which was immediately (hut, and his company ex- 
cluded; He was then told that there wis no remiflion for him, unlefs he remain. 
ed for a time in that place in the condition of a penitent 5 which he did for the 
(pace of three days, in the outer court, clad in mean apparel, expo fed to the 
fold and (how, barefooted^ and fatting from morn to night. At length, on tie 
fenrth day, the Pope deigned to admit him to an audience, at the intcrceflion 
pf the Countefs Matilda, who was called St. Peter's daughter, to whem 
fame faid,. the father could deny no favours, nor (he to him : he was then ab- 
solved from the fentence upon the following conditions : " that he (hou)d at- 
*• tend a general council appointed by the Pope, to which the princes of Ger- 
« many (heuldallo be called, there to anfwer to the accufations brought agairft 

" 4iim j 



[ 5<* 1 

ahd'lbmctiincs by the moll mortifying penances f, : they 
have been conftrained to facrifice at once the majefty 06. 
kings and the dignity of man. 

Intoxicated 

u him j that he fhould fubmit to the fentence that might be parted upon him 5 
*' that if he was found guilty, and came to be deprived of his imperial 
" dignity by the decrees of the church, he fhould heartily acquiefce : and 
" whether he was drpofed or reftored, be Should never feek to be revenged for 
<* any thing done againfi him ;— -that in the mean time until his caufe fhould 
" be thus finally decided, he fhould remain in the condition of a private perfon* 
" laying alide every mark of royally, and defiftiog from every acl of govern* 
« ment \ confenting that every perfon fhould be acquitted before God an4man of 
M their oaths of fidelity given him j that if he mould be reftored to his for- 
" met dignity, he {hould be ever fubjeft to the Pope and obedient to his or- 
" ders j and employ al| his power in concurrence with him for maintaining 
*' the laws and decrees of the church and for correcting every thing contrary to 
<< them ; and in fine, if he failed as to any of thefe articles, the abfulution he 
« had fought with fuch importunity, fhould become null : he {hould be reputed 
« guilty } and the ekclprs without further examination or delay (hould fet tap 
«« another in his room." Gregory Epift- UK iv. ep. 1%. Lambert Sqhafnab. d{ 
JLcbus Germ. p. x*9. Rocoles AbregidefiUJt. ice. p. 88, &c. Heijf. Hijl. it 
TEmp. torn, x. p. z-i. Slcidan, Key to Hift. p. *8o, &c. , 

f Henry II. of England, in order to avoid the terrors of excommunication 
and an interdict, threatened, and already prepared for him, on account of the 
affair of B«cket, was obliged by his oath taken upon the r cliques of /tints and 
the holy Evangelijls, to purge himfelf of either commanding, or confenting to 
his death ; expreffing furrow for his paffionate words which occasioned others 
to commit it ; and in the fame manner prom i fin g to perform the penances en- 
joined him. Whereupon he was abfolved by the legate after confenting to cer- 
tain articles of accommodation, which were alfe fworn.to, and fealed with the 
royal feal } among which were the following, " that he mould never forfake 
" Pope Alexander or his Catholic fucceflbrs, nor oppofe their authority fo 
*' long as they ufed him as a Catholic king;— that appeals in all ecclefiaftical 
" caufes fhould be freely made to Rome.;— that all cuftoms fhould be abolifh- 
" ed introduced to the prejudice of the church: that be fhould go to the Holy 
" Land in perfon for three years, unlets difpenfed with by the Pope or his fuc- 
« ceflbrs, and in the mean time, that he fhould maintain 200 men for that 
'< fervice." Nor was this all : fome time after this he does penance at the 
fhrine of the canonized Thomas of Canterbury, who had been the chief enemy 
to himfelf and the peace of the kingdom while living j in confequence as it 
would appear of bis vows made to the legates and the orders fecretly impefed 
by them. Clothed, all in woollen, he went three miles barefooted, fo that the 
very ground where he walked, as the chronicles of thofe times tell lis, was 
flaiaed by the blt*d running from his tender feet cot by the hard (tones \ and 
coming to the tomb and there proftrating himfelf, he received fome mohkifh 
1 discipline* 
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Intoxicated with their fuccefs the Pontiffs, difilainmg to 
Acknowledge any liolits to their dominion, have attempted 

to 

wTdpline, being wbipt by rods on his bare flcft, by the priefts tnd monks there 
frefent: If we believe Baronius and his author he received at leaft eighty lathes x 
an acceptable (acrrace no doubt to the manes of the deceased, and Hill more fa 
to the ghoftly faints then living. Not long after another royal pilgrim came 
from abroad to honour the new faint, x The King of France inftigated by the 
pried*, or as others fay, commanded by St. Tboma* in a dream, came over feas 
with a retinue of princes and noblein>or, fpent two days in prayer at the tomb,' 
and offered a large clip of malTy gold, fettling alfo an annual allowance of an 
hundred meafn'res of wine upon the nionks, granting them betides a liberty, to 
£nrchafe whatever they needed in his dominions free of all duty. 

William fttarqttis of Mjotfcrrat, in a war which he had with the Bifhop of 
Tortona, wherein that ci r y was taken and the prelate made prifoner, was ac- 
cu£d of being aeceCTiry to' the Biihop's death. In vain he protected his inno- 
cence \ he was excommunicated and ordered to appear in psrfon before the 
Pope. ' He afterwards received this fentence on foppofirioa of his being purged 
6/ the crime of murder,— 1 * that he mould go barefooted in his flurt, and 
" with his head uncovered froth the place where the Biihop had been taken to 
" the church of Tortona, and in the fame manner publicly through three 
«< other cities from the port to the cathedral : that he and his pofterity mould 
" be deprived of all right of patronage in that cnurch : that his pofterity to 
" the fourth generation mould be incapable of enjoying any benefice in it : 
" that he would make the voyage over the fea, or the pilgrimage to St. James 
" of Cotnpoftella, whenever he ftionld be appointed." It was further added 
in the fentence; that it was not meant bpferr imlulgenct to take from feculax 
princes the power of punishing him as a facrilcgious perfon. 

Raymond Count of Touloufe, having been excommunicated by name as at 
favourer of the Albigtnfu, arid tor flaying,- as his enemies alledgcd, a pertemt- 
ing prieft, had all his fubjecls abfblved from their fidelity, and his lands given 
to the firft occupant, la conference whereof he was attacked by his tealpus 
Catholic neighbours with an army of 500,000 men. Dreading the ftorm, he 
wrote lettera to the Pope, offering to fubmit to whatever his legatee ihoold re- 
quire of Him r meeting with them at Valence, he was forced to furrender, be- 
fore his peace could be made, feven of bis ftrong towns to the church of. Home 
for ever; as a proof of his converfion 5 and in order to absolution, he mud fub- 
snitto be beaten with rods, at the door of the church, where the dead friar' 
lay— and after was dragged by the legate to his tomb, who put a rope about 
his oeck in prefence of twenty Archbifhops, and an innumerable multitude of 
fpecHtors. After all he was obliged to take the croft, aod join with t'hofe 
who fcized and plundered his cities, murdered his fubjecls, and carried fire and 
fword through all his lands : fo that in Baziers alone, more than 60,000 per- 
fens were Jut to the fword. Refuting to yield up bis pofleffiont to his inva- 
ders, as was agreed upon by the court of Rome, he was ones more excommu- 

H ... nicVted 
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to grafp and wield the fceptre of the unlverfe ; fo that ra- 
manee Itfelf cannot defcribe more vilionary and extrava- 
gant dreams of empire. They have extended th«ir fove- 
reignty, to evecjr quarter of the world,— to iflaijds and Co*>' 
tinents, to the eaifc and to the weft * v to countries civilized 
apd barbarous,Chrifttan and Indian, known and unknown f * 9 

qicajtedf feeing lyis. ruin to.be determine^, and tfcat his fvbmiplo.ns only hafteJv 
^J ; it, he- ffres again to arms, and i*» again obi, gtd to try. the compafiion o£ 
$9mfc w^hirher he we,nt with hjs.fpn as. fppnKant.$ ; but all he could obtain was 
to have his territories beflow^ an bis, ene/wies ; and. by way of favour to have; 
40.0, merits of 6|ver allowed him for fpbfiftcnce, on condition that be mould 
ftHl be fubmiflrve to, the Hgiy See,. a/*4 acquiefce in bis fentence,— DandaJo » 
Venetian of high rank, attempting to Jqothe the anger of Cjlemcjtt V. againft. < 
hi? country, a$pear&d. before bin* with iron chains, and in that condition waa^ 
ordered to lie under the pontiff's: tabJe tike a dog. — Silvefter XI. paffed a &*Krcc 
fcntence flilj againft.an Ear) who had impfifoned a BiOipp, ordering him.to.be. 
tied to the necks of two wild horfcs, and- his. mangled, bpdy afterward", to. be. 
thrown out intq the bjghvway.-^&r£*yfo* T'i*j»f&Ht f*y$ y " that the l?o£e*» 
¥. power, is infinite, fwr-grett istbt Lord audgrttf h bit power, **$fif; f k*iZ rt f**' 
«f ntfi tbirt, it *• end^ none who have fallen ipto. their hajids could. fajr. the 
fame of their. mercy. Hovede*., Baronius ao. 1172* Eca, Hlfi, •/ K*g. p. 87, 
%$. Imatl^ OttgM 6Vc. Hift. du Qroit, 8cc torn, Up. 3*8, 444* && &M*** 
dtetdi MtauragrAig, Triumph, pref.fum. *d J»» 22*. 

% The church of Rome has (till contended for fapremacy oyer the QreetV 
church as well as the Latin $. and- has not been fparingof. her cenfarea again ft 
the Greeks on different orations : nor has (he ceafed from obtruding hcr.te/ir- 
porataa well as her ecclefiaftical fupremacy upon them : Several eaftern empe- 
aonafcamongtlie number. of her excommunicated and denoted. And- Iono* 
cent III. gate a king to the Armenians in Afia. 

-f- About the year. 1334, a Spanilh count called Do* Lrvfs, demanded, and; 
obtained .from Clement VI* the property of the Fortunate lA»n4« nw called 
tkeGwitt. Ha fct forth in his petition, that thefe Ifles were- inhabited, by 
infidels, that they were in fubjefltion to no Chriflian Prince, and that h,c wa* 
ready to eipofe htmfelf to any hasards.that he, might eitahlim there the, Chri«. 
rVan.retigion. Whereupon the Pope afTemblcd hit.confiitcttr* an^ ; created, him 
Prince of, the- Canaries ; giving bfra all temporal jurifdi&jon over them by his 
apoOoltc authority, anc with his»own hands put oo. his heajj. a, craw,n of, gold 
as.a.ftgn of/inveftiture, and. as. a feveretgn lord enjoined his tct pay every. year, 
tofhe&eeof Rome the rentj of 400- golden rVrins. — Prevbus to the feconi. 
voyage of. Columbus for the.difceyery* of America, he obtained* a grant of all 
the lends, he ihcrald djfeovcyjrom the ?ope : the. boll, by which he conceded, 
tko/e countries, oi which he was, fo. far from having apy poOeflion that he had^ 
no knowledge of them, was very ample*, the limits were a line drawn from 

pole 
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to land and lea *> aad what is more to heaven and hell \ 
no wonder to find the lower world trembling at their 

voice, 

(fob to pole ioo leagues weitward or* tne jftvn t on <he ether fide no- bo u rid a 
it tfl were fet. The Portuguefc, forte time before, had a fimila'r fcrant of filch 
laadi ii they mould difcover within certain latitudes, only thiy were to fco and 
take potieffion in a direction from weft to eaft without any limits, fettled j t|ie 
awhori of thefe bulls knowing ib little the figure of the earth as not to fee 
that thefe grants mull nect&riJy ciaih : an cvrdence that whatever they might 
be ifi tiitinity, they were far from being infallible n teogrtphy i Accordingly 
tnii became a fubject of much controvcrfy afterwards between the courts of 
S^aia and Portugal ; and it is well known what ule thefe powers made of thefe 
donations rrom the holy See. Such geographical blunders afcieed very well 
wttk the wifdom of that church whkh bad condemned a BKhop as A heretic, 
for ifierting there were antipodes : and which fentenced Galileo to a ? rifah tor 
msiatiioing the motion of the earth* enjoining him as a penance rqr that dan- 
gao«t btrefy, to repeat {he (even penitential pfalmr, once a week for the fpace 
* three^tiw. iii/f.'wi brdti, ire. toM. ii. p. 1J7. 6/tjf. Hifi. of the CanaSrj 
Ifltodu Account sftht Kurop. Sittl. in 4***- **/. »• j- t'U IB. Lkbbce, C«*> 
4. torn. ?t.. 1 5 x s . he Grande DM. bift. Sec 

• Britain glories in the proud title of mijlrefi of the fea, yet mud /he be 

traty rajftaken in thinking that it belongs to her,— fox though her kinge 

Bite a pontifical and unoucftionable right to the title of defenders of the Roman 

OtboKc/d&J, yet a foutherh republic by the fame unqucftion-blc authority* 

waj long ago constituted queen of the ocean, arid u a Teal of her excluliveand 

iaatieoabst right to the watry world, A new facrament of marriage wu inftt- 

tated in perpetua m ret me mo nam j which accordingly is as religioufly obfcived 

into this day by the fehate and people of Venice as any inftitutibh in Chriftia- 

nitjr ; fuch Is yet the madnefs of the world ! Every year on Afcenfion day, the 

Doge fails out into the gulf in the fidccntabie, attended with a b.ililant com- 

pan/, and in prefence of all the foreign ambafladors, ftfcmuly marries the fea, 

by carting a' gold ring into it, repeating thefe wOids dejponjamtu ti tnare } hfc- 

num vert el pkrpeffti dominiu This ceremony (like many other ridiculou* 

coftoms, and fcnfelefs titles which owe their origin to the rah k eft fuperllition, 

and are retained only as fo many inaincfol badges or* pair, fttvery and human 

infatuation) had hi rife in the following incident, j*ope Alexander IiK eNtring; 

bis fyuabbles with Frederic borbarifia; being obliged to fheltcr himTelf among 

the Venetians,— Was defended by thai* arms againft tb» Emperor. Having; 

gained a, natal viclory over 6tho his fbn by which he was. taken priifoner and 

presented bound to the Pope, Aletander As an acknowledgment of thefe fervices 

took off the ring which was on hl> hind, arid gfve ft to ±\an\ who was the* 

Duke, faying «• Take this ting to give it every year pn the fame day to the Cci 

" as to jour lawful lj>oufe, to tne intent that all pofteriiy may know that the 

" *!?*. b * te ° 88 *?■ y ou ?" & c ' A*&*rit** *** hoc denuiofriias oceanum titi 

fi*fi**i» m * 1**fonnii HU pcjlerifiue ib tie, quo haw Vtftoriam pro ecclejta 

■** H * defenfiona 
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•voice/ and poor mortals paying abjeft homage to their trir: 
,. pie crown, when they can fummon all the celeftial thrones 
and principalities above, and command the whole inferna^ 
hierarchy without exception to obey them ; althopgh it 
doth not fo well appear that they have, as to theie, met 
with equal fuccefs, or that thp mandates they have iflued 
" out for the worlds' above and below, have been altogether 
fo obfequioufly apd ppniftually fulfilled*. 

By this time it will not be furprifing to hear, that thefe 
univerfal monarchs put in a claim to fuch a fmall fpot of 
cart V as the iflands of Great Britain and Ireland!. This 
they have all along done, and, for. any thing they have 
told the world to the contrary, ftill do; and, to fay the 
froth, their title to fovereignty over fome of theto appears 
to be much better founded than their other .pretention^ of. 
the fame nature have ufually been f. 

'defekfiine obtinutfti, defponfabis mart, uti fciant omnts, marts 01 dominium 
eoneejjttm, quia fedis apoftoiU tuendx euram et Jiudium fidcliter fufecpifti. Sit 
Doe tibi quaji pignus benedi&ionis ei fecund* fortis infuturum\ Sabellicus, decad+ 
i.' lib. 7. Villairiontan. lib. 1. chap. 34. Kerman. de an*ulo t p. 4a. Ditl. 

mj}.' ' .-..■■...•... ;'■"'•■.. ''• 

* W4 command the angeh «f paradife to introduce that foul into heaven, (aid 
plcment VI. who gave tbht .order in favour of thofe who died when going in, 
pilgrimage to Rome dimng the year of jubilee. We are atfurcd alfo, that thejf 
have fometimes obliged the demons themfrlves to yield, and part with fome of 
their prisoners, though no doubt very reluctantly : fo. the foul of the pagan 
emperor Trajan was brought out of hell in fpite of them, and faved by the in- 
terpofuion of Gregory tne (5 rear. Revif. du tone, de Tr, /. a. p, 151. et /, 1. 
p. 130. Jo. Diacon. in vit Greg. I. /. 2. c 44. 

f, Lords of the IJks is one of the titles which the t>iAops f Rome have iflu- 
me4 to thcmfclvcs, and they have often afTerted, " That all iflands belong to 
*« them by fpecial right.** Accordingly Adrian IV. conferred the kingdom of 
Ireland upon Henry JI. and in his bull fpeaks of his right as beyond all doubt j 
Jane onmes infulas quibut fol jujiitia Cbrijfus illuxit et qua document a fidei Cbriflian* 
fufceperunt ad jus funB'i Petri et facrtfanSia Roman* ecclejut non ejl dub'tum pertimre, 
tJrban ll. by a bull* gave the ifland of Corftca to a bftiop of Pi (a, for the fame 
good reafon, that all the ifland? of the world pertain^ J to him. And he who 
!pas a' right to give, may have as good a right to take away again. Bcfices this, 
the papal throne acquired' a title to" Scotland, England and Ireland, by fpecial 
w ' fc ■"•' !■**■•■!• ■ ' fybmiffiont 



It is eafy to perceive, that the Papacy could not be eft* 
$>li(hed nor maintained without breaking in continually Tip- 
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fwWiflians from the people, and coaueflions from their rulert. Though it dotfc 
not appear that the kingdom of Scotland was fo ablolutely fur jetted to the 
court of Rqme in temporal th.ngs as fome of her neighbours, vet the popes 
claimed the feme authority ov«r it j in ihe contefts between Alexander und the 
lu&g of En^and about the kvereigory, they imerf ttcd, appointing " TM no 
** civil caulct Jhculd be cartied out of Scotland to be judged, except by appeaj 
V to Rome." With regard to JreUnd, Campian averts, That " immediate- 
u ly after Chriftianity was planted there, the whole Ifland *ith one confetti 
,** give them&lves not only into the fpiritqa), hut alfo into the temporal jurif* 
" diction ot the See of Rome." Polydore Virgil give? -much the lane account, 
fthcrni jun ittde ah initio poft Cbtijilanam teligiwm accept* m, Jtjc ac omnia jus in 
Rtmani pntifit'u dithncm ekderunr. But not to mention other evidences of fub- 
jettion, nothing could be more exphcit and formal than the rcfignatton of the 
qowQ of England and. Ireland made by King John. That prince, after having 
ftrnggled long agninft the overbearing torrent^ feeing confufions and dangers ftijl 
increaflhg at home, and a numerous army of pilgrims ready to invade him from 
abroad, at laft complied with the (candalous terms dictated to him from Rome, 
which were, " That he (hould yield HR both |ai« kingdoms, and for the time to 
'' come held them as fees -of the papacy, p3y|ng yearly for England the tribute of 
f* 700 mcrks, and for Ireland 300," Accordingly he did, in the moft public 
nunncr, in the church of Dover, take the crown from his head, and laid It, 
together wit}) the robe, fceptre and ring, at the legate*! feet, who received his 
fcvmagc for his own kingdoms, in the n*me of Pope Innocent, and the church 
of Rome; he fobferited at the fame time a charter of rcfignation ? declaring, 
? That what he did was" not the effecVof fear or coriftraint, but of his own. 
u freewill, and with the advice aAd.confent of all the barons of the realm) as 
f the only means of atoning for his offences ; and if he or any of his fuccef- 
u fcrs mould deny that fubxniftion, without repentance j they fhould forfeit 
" their right to the kingdom : confirming all by an oath of vaflalage, fwearing 
«' to be faithful to God, to St. Peter, and the holy Roman church, and to his 
" Lord Pope Innocent, and his catholic fucceflbrs 5 that he would neither in 
" deed, word, confent nor counfel do any thing to the prejudice of hit life or 
? limbs, bat do what in him lay to difcover and prevent all harms and wrongs; 
" that he would keep the fecrets which the Popes fhould intruft to him, and 
?■ that he would defend the patrimony of St. Peter, efpedally the kingdoms of 
" England and Ireland, againft all eppofers whatfoevcr." Befides a charter 
directed to Innocent, another was drawn np and addrelTed'to all Chriflian peo- 
ple, wherein that fnadow of a king profefled the fame things he had done to 
the legate. To make all yet fafter, new bonds and new oaths were entered 
into } left what had been done by the king fhould be conftrued as the c fleet or 
conftraint, or at meft as a pergonal act, the Pope comrniflioned another legate, 
to procure the confsnt of the people to it : a great council was called at Lon- 
don, 



on the peace of the world ; and fueh being its principles 
and aims, jarriqgs and differences with the fecular powers 
were unavoidable. At no time and in no place could it 
confift with civil liberties, or the entire rights and inde- 
pendence 6f princes. Except when nations were force* 
into fiibmiflion, or flupified by the drowfy opiate of fopef- 
Jtition, it cannot be fuppofed that they could fuffer with 
patience a yoke of this kiqd. Hence there has been a per- 
petual rivalry and oppofition between th6 two powers i di- 
reflly claftiing with each other, and each of them ftrug- 
gling for fnperiority, they rendered the political world like 
a fea on which the four winds of heaVcn ftrive together., 
HeOce the corifufions, the fierce wars and deluges of blood 
which overfpread Europe* Scarce any of thefe but might 
be traced to Rome for their origin. The fabric of her 
power was firft laid In public commotions and calamities, 
and reared up in blood. The conceit was kept up with her in 
different countries with various fuccefs : fcarce any of them 
btit hare made efforts to preferve or regain their liberty ; 
and the ftruggle was ufually moil apparent and remarkable 
in thofe nations which have been moil powerful, or more 
fond of liberty. But all of them wfcre conftrained to 
yield, and one time or other were. put under the yoke : all 
of them in their turns afforded trophies to adorn the tri- 



4bn, and a new charter of refignation being drawn, was fealod by the kinf, 
the nobility, biuSops and clergy, and attefted by the archbi&op and f-vcral o« 
then; the charter thus executed was offered upon the altar in St. Paul's 
church, and termed an offering to God, and afcribed to the infpiralion of the 
Holy Spirit.— Upon tne furrender of the regalit to the legate, the crown an4 
sceptre were kept five days in his pofleflkm : fome money having been alio de- 
livered at an earneft of the p romifed fubjeclion, the legate proudly trode ir on* 
der hit feet, to manifeft his matter's greataefs. The tribite war paid for Tome 
time after: Urban VI, exalted it in a very imperious manner of Edward III. 
nominating commiflioners to fummon Edward before them, an cafe of refu. 
fal ; yet by the king and parliament it was reiblutcly refufed. Camp. hift. of 
Irel. b. 2. Pol. Virg. hift. Ang. 1. 13. M, Pan an. 1x13. p. 237. Jon. 
Orig. y, 2. Warner's EcdcC Hift. t. 1. and all the hiftories of England. 
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•mphs of antichriftian Rome : in attempting to throw off 
their fetters they often wreathed them more faft about 
them : much they wiftied, long they groaned and fighed 
for deliverance in vain, until the happy jubilee, the ap- 
pointed year of releafe approached, which fome know not 
how to value or enjoy now when they have heard the joy- 
ful found. ! Ungrateful Britons ! 

O fortunes nimium, fua ft fona ttorint. 

Though it is evident that the church of Rome did not 
attain to that ftrange height of infblence and wanton ty- 
ranny, or eftablHh her temporal monarchy but by degrees* 
yet to eftablilh and fupport it has been the great and ulti- 
mate objeA. in view, and invariably adhered to from the 
beginning* That fpirit of worldly greatnefs and dominion, 
coniKtutes one chief character of her antichriftianifm. 
Some degree of temporal power united with and grafted 
upon the «?ccle(iafKcal is eflfential to the Papacy. Until tha.t 
union took place, the kingdom of the beafl did. not. for- 
finally exift in the world: from thence it derived its faro*, 
and ffaength : — they grew up together, and attained tor 
maturity at the fame time: in the fame connexion have 
they, decreafed and fallen, — and never can they be. entkelp 
fepar4ted till the Papacy is finally deftroyed. The mitre an* 
the crown ace fo firmly confolidated together, that it is 
vain to think to divide them. The temporal fupremacy of 
the. popes, dired or indirect, has been fo long avowed, — it 
enters- fo deeply into all their a&s, and appears fo much lit 
the whole tenor of their adminiftration, and has been fo 
often eftablifhed and ratified by the higheft authority o£ 
their, church *, that it refts on the fame bottom with any 

, other 

* At there are fane who- exalt the authority of councils, above that of the 
Popes, though not very continently with the genuine principles of Popery, it 
nay be reckoned a defect if we do not £iow that the ac*b and decrees of cooucils 

have 
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other article of her, and it cannot be renounced withoirt 
endangering the whole fyftem : if this fall , infallibility falls 



With' 



h*v£ been direaty in favou*r of the temporal jurrfditticn of the See of Rome. 
This we are at no lofs to do : bcfides what hath been occasionally noticed alrea- 
dy to this purpofe, — we find many councils both general anil particular, coun- 
tenancing and concuning with the Popes in the exercife of the hlgfteft parts of 
that power, even to the depofing of fovcreigns. In the council of Rome held is 
the year 1076, in which there were 110 bithops prefent, it was determined, 
that the Pope had caufe to deptive the emperor of his crown, to abfolve all the 
princes and members of the empire from their oaths to him, and to forbid them 
to have any communication with him ; which femenie was immediately put 
in execution. In the council of Rome 1080 another fentence of excommuni- 
cation and deposition was pa (Ted a gain ft Henry j— all Christians were forbid tc* 
obey him ; his kingdom was given to Rodolph, and all injoined to take up arms 
againft him. In con/equence of a council fetid in the fame place By Pafcal II. 
1 102, the following fentence was emitted by the Pope: " In regard Henry 
** hath not ceafed to tear the robe of Jefu* Chrift, that is, to wafte the church 
" by rapine, etc. — for which c*ufe he was /excommunicated by Pope Gregory 
" of happy memory, and by Urban our predeceflbr, we have again anathema. 
" tized him for eyer in our la ft fynod by the judgment of the whole church," 
tic. The fame thing was done to another emperor in the firft general council 
of Lyons, 1245, in which were prefem 146 prelates, the emperor of Conitanti- 
nople, the ambaffadori of the kings of France and England, with deputies from' m 
almofl every nation in Christendom. Pope Innocent IV, prefided in perfon, 
and opened the council by a difcovrfe from thefe words in the LamtntMtioxt 5' 
Behold and fet if there be any forrow like unto rtyforrptu. He told them he had five 
forrovfs which he compared to the five wounds of Chrift /--thefe were the 
disorders of the church and churchmen ;— the fchifin of the Greeks j— 
the infolence of the Saracens ;— the incurfions" of the" Tartars, and the* 
perfection of the emperor Frederick, whom he accufed among other things 
of herefy, faciilege, and with the crimes of having built a city in the land 
6f Cnriftiaos and peopled it with Saracens, and in having friendftip with 
the fultan of Babylon and the Saracen princes. Frederick having been fum- 
moned and not appearing, notwithstanding the defences of his commiflionew; 
was," with the unanimous voice of all prefent, excommunicated and degraded,, 
and all were declared excommunicated, ipfo fa&o, who obeyed himj. another 
emperor was appointed to be chofen, referving to the Pope to provide for the 
Kingdom of Sicily. This lentence was folemnly denounced with lighted can- 
dfes, and, when the Pope extinguished his, all the bifliops did the fame in' 
.token of their approbation. If thefe inftances were not fulficient, we might 
refer the reader to the following councils and fyaods, which either directly or 
indirectly have eftabliihed or pradtifed the temporal power we fpeak of. 

z Ann* 
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Vith k: — Rome's golden profpe&s vanifli: the fpiritual fa- 
premacy will become a feeble and defpicable thing, if aot - 
a mere, nothing: it will be of as little confequencc or ad van* 
tage to its pofleflbr as the idle titles of King of JerufaUm, 
& Emperor of the moon', with which forte kings havfc adorned 
their fcutcheon*, • 

From 

JLateran ; 
Moi.tpejier; 
Mootiily; € 

Lavaur; 
hlontpelierj 
Ljteran, 4th Gen. C. 
Bourges ; . 
Paris j 
Nas bonne; 
Rome ; 
Br l flaw j 
Valence j 
Rome ; 
Vienna j 
Trent, 

P<iris ; «fr." • - 
• • The Papal authority in every view bat been grestty weakened "fine* thi 
Rafwnution: {he court of> Rome fmco that happy period his mort fparingty 
iniiftcd Upon, and aflerted thejr high, pretentions, nor have they dared with the 
fame tone of arrogance to dictate te prince*, or rule the affairs of kingdoms, as 
in fane preceding; ages t yet it has not ceafed to discover, on many oecafioni* 
the (ame.fpirit, inclination and principles* (b often have they attempted to 
io(erfcre by the rude way o* authority, and more. often ftill by ifftrigve- and " 
fiodfc, that the nation* of Europe may know that their safety and tranquillity, 
oatbatquarjter, i« to-fat imputed more to inability than to any efiential change 
in the PopiOt fy&an* Etery catholic country, if a few (butbern Hates art ex- 
cepted, have reduced the exorbitant power of Rome within narrower limits, and 
in lb far they partake of the beneficial effects of the Reformation ; bet in none 
of tbcm is it fairy abolifbed : nor is it poflible to exempt themfclves entirely' 
from the tyranny and encroachments of the court of Rome, without afepflrarion 
from the chnrch of Rome. In none of thefe bat the Papal fupremacy been 
moat vigoroofly oppofed, nor the temporal rights of the crown more roily fup* 
ported and eftabltfhed, than in France 5 though it muft be confefled the honours 
•rert oqly foatched from the brow of one tyrant to adorn the head of andther. 
Yet what they have done tins* hat engaged them in perpetual demeles; ' antt 
involved them in fcenet of trouble and danger, often to the hazard of a total 
breach with Rome. They nave gone contrary to* the genius of their religion, 
contrary to the fcntimentt of the more zealous Catholics, and contrary' to too 
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From 'all .which, this conclufion will' be obvious, tkar, 
wherever the church of Rome exifts, there is a ftate within 

a Rit6 ; r 

re pe$~whjch ihe^peopW .a^CLtMtf^ljbKAW.PV*^ to . ent«t*^0 fof thft lw*dwi 
of the chorch : confequently they have proceeded with hefitat ivA and CrembUof^ : 
as if confeious of attempting fome heinous thing, and not without both dreading 
andJncumng the charge of herefy and fchifm ; as a writer of their own expre&s 
it : On delibere, on ttaint menu, m befit et on tremble, comme fi ton nrvoit pax it 
principei sirs pour borntr let preten/hns St Vepifcofat en gfnirdt,' A it one! fie e&fH 
in partictdur; on croif avoir tnuve un expedient admirable, ftta*d afn eTevUer un 
tribunal qui embarrajfei en a imagine d*en appeVer k un autre au\ nex'tfie point, et 
an' on ne doit pat pint reconnoitre' out celui eu\n decline, a 1 moins qu\il ne t'agijji de la 
fii : r ignore<--t—-on oue l$% conctUs ont Jowvent enterprh fur la puijfancf ttmporelle v et fui 
ikont ft.at da deci/tonsju'elte feuk'avcit droit dtjaue? pourquoi 4ant Haifa* p**- 
quoi nepat decfarer baatemtnt ce au\vi a droit^de penfer?— The troth is, the fcoafted 
Gallican liberties are rather to be defended by the arrets of the grand memoron*, 
and his fccular courts, than by elf her the bulls of Popes, jot t tbe. canon* of ( coun- 
cils ; and have been inuch better, vindicated by the point of the fworA- than by 
all the argument* and. writing! of* the doctors of the Sorboono. 

Their own clergy have offeo condemned fome of thtfe rights as jnconfiftent 
with holding the faith and communion of the Roman catholic church 5 and 
except when principle has been overborne; by court influence, they have publicly 
and flrenuoofly oppofed them, r After the murder of Henry IV. an oath was 
prtpofe* far the future fecurity of the: government; whereby ell usouh) hi obliged 
^abjure the dotfrines that it may b« lawful to aflaffinate kings or that for the 
caufe of tferely or fchifm they nuryibt depofed, and their fobjc£s abfdved fr*sn> 
their oath of fidelity: the clergy; with Cardinal Perron it their head, rtmoa- • 
Crated- agajnft it 5 they maintained that, according to tic principles of their 
Kfcip** the Pope had a power of deposing princes; they infi>ed on various in- 
A»cti jsi" ic.-wsth approbation,- hot for^ting the dcuhtfu! and controverted one 
pf ChUpetic^ and when r priface wis thus drpo&d arid excommunicated, hi* 
fub^jftfc.thcy faid, were o blued; hot to a (Tiffin a t« him fecretly, but to snake open - 
waftgAtnitkHn. Their feArimtnU'were declared by the cardinal, in name of ' 
th 5 r *H$ .to. the Ihree eftate* aflembled 16 16, and in cm harangue on that ocea* 
fan he sepreiented,." That; if. fee ha law were tftabliihed, they would* en- 
" ,tifely t deftr<rr that casuauunion u bich they had Imhetto maintained with -all 
" -otrjcr churches, and. even with ahe' chosen of F ranee previous to that time* 
'^feeing that, union would beeotne thereby unlawful, and flamed with herefyy 
" .afu* an anathema* that fuck an oath could not be taken without acknossw. . 
u hedging $at the Pope and the whole church -had erred both in faith and- vtk-\ 
*' M^PS* pcrt*ioing. to fahration; that fcmYm would, be inevitabley and~ths* ■# 
u .^rance^oAC wouid be guilty of iff that they fnu&not.only fall into Jcki.'mv v 
^^u^mu^alfo.precipitsjre themfdves into an evident herefy," feeing they muft ( 
« ueceOarUj.be obliged to ennfefsthat the' Catholic church had periroe* for « 
*' 4*?*%* Wi (som jLhe earth s they mtsft dig •? again the hoses of -a multitude .« 
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a ftate ; that every Fapift by incorporating with it, and de- 
.pending upon a foreign head, not only forfeits his title to 
the.prQtedUon^aod privileges of the commonwealth) but ren- 
ders hitofelf juftly an object of -puniftiment; that for one to 
yrofefs himfelf a Papift is interpretatively to declare feofti- 
lity againft .bis country* that the claims of the Pope and 
the rights of his prince, the good of that church, and the 
happinefs and freedom of the civil ftate, being incompati- 
ble, it is impoffible for hitn to be faithful to both ; aid that 
no man continuing a Papift cab bona Jlde promife true and 
entire allegiance to his temporal fovereign* 

Thw will be further wamftft from a view of the fubor-. 
*dtntte and inferior parte of this ecclefiaftlcal monarchy, 
and the Banner in which it prefer ves union and ftrength ; 
its hierarchy, pfiefthood and numerous orders, with the 
traia of privileges and immunities which by the doctrine, 
the cftaWi(hed laws and canons of that church have been 
-annexed to them, were well adapted to the purp&fe of 
ftpp&rting its tyrannical authority ;— fecuriftg its indepen- 
dence and prothoting its grahdeur and wealthy White they 
, have in the fame proportion threatened the iafety and 
peace of the civil ftate, and had a baneful influence upon 
fcproiperiry: under the management of the ftprelne de- 
ffotp are an innumerable band of inferior tyrants, engaged 
by office and intereft to-prbrfiotk the fariie defigri. The 
clergy are like the nerves aUd ligairiants which unite the 

" of French doctors, e.fcn to the bones of St. Thomas and Sl Bonavcntute, 

w and burn the tin upon the altar, as Jofias burnt the bones of the falfe prophets t 

" aoj when &k Is- tfaiw^V addtd her, " where will be then the cWch ? In 

" the wilderaefs of the Apodal) pfe? And why then combat with fo much 

" keennefs the in vi Ability of the church of heretics ? why defer to yield to them 

* M the arto* 1*4 fho iridory f what greater trophy could we erect for them than 

# to a?oW that the h*n$Hom'of Cbrtft on the etrih had perirhed, and- that for 

** {9 manyafec* there have beeft neither templet, nor God, nor fpoufe of 

" Chrift, nor ch«ech r bat throughout the re'rgn of Amlchrift, the fyr.agogue- 

" of Satan, *ndih*ij*ufe of the £>Ml" Hijt. Ju Droit, &c. reWii. p. 346. 

Mnju* 4* cfaje dt France, f. li 6, et fu'n>, Ptrnn, 0;uj<. f. 6cc, &c 
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parts of that diffufed bbtly with the head ; whereby l$$ 
influence eafily reaches to every member and uniformly 
attuates the whole. Thefe are linked clolely to one anothet 
and all of them in a line of gradual fubordination to the 
papal chair. The laity are taught to be fubjetft to the prieft. 
in all things, the inferior clergy mult be devoted to their 
fuperiors, and every one of them from the ptrrpled 4 Car- 
dinal to the meaneft curate muft obey the pontifical nod.~ 
By the intervention of thefe fubalterh officers may the Ge- 
neral at Rome rule with eafe his numerous fiibje&s, fleece 
them of their money, guide their < confeiences, and excite 
or allay their paffions, as fuits beft his views and interefr. 
The fame fpirit of pride, turbulence, avarice and ambition 
" fo vifible in their high priefts* the fame unbounded thirift 
of dominion. and worldly greatnefs have been equally con- 
fpicuous in their characters and marked their actions. 
They have made continual usurpations -and depredations 
upon the ftate, influenced: its councils, tampered its laws, 
dogged the wheels of government/ oi; made them move 
with force ..and rapidity in the fer vice of their church ab& 
the drudgery of Rome; and when {hey have met wkh 
contradiftion or : been checked in their fupcrftitions or ruin- 
ous projefts, they have moved heaven and earth, and all 
the demons of the pit to avenge their, caufe ;. their whole 
order jias been alarmed; and. -all the ecclefiaftical legions 
led forth into aftion : they have embroiled nations, threat- 
ened and infulted the higher powers; fhaken thrones; 
and mimicking the thunders of the Vatican, or in execution 
of its orders, have alfo hurled abroad' their l^tirdi&s, and 
anathemas, and the whole train of fpiritual -terrors with* 
out diftmftifca *. c . . ,;■-.• 

" * Particulars examples of the fpirit and practices of- the Pojpjft clergy above 
defer) bed, and of the many disturbance! and mifchieff which they have caul&i 
in fociety, jn which t|ic hlftories of all nations art aboadimjy fruitful, We 
cannot propofe J»re to produce, though many of/tnent aj« /undoubtedly curious,' 
though too often tragical ; and flrikingly cbaracleriftkai oi their xelit>nV 
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As they have proved (6 zealous for the honour of the 
Roman See; been fo trtke to its maxims, and (hewed them- 
lelves fo ready to fgpport it? pretentions in every cpnteft'; 
they hkve in return been zeaToufly prote&ed and fiipported 
by it*: every artful method has been contrived to gain 
fhem credit and veneration, to engage them more entirely 
in the intereft of the Romifh church and fecure more efi- 
feftuajly their dependence upqn the Pope. Lurgc revenues 
have been annexed to the prelacy, new dignitaries from 
fime to time added, new offices and finecure phces found-- 
ed, to Xpcreafe their numbers and ftrengtjicn ^heir ranks. 
New rules and peculiar, modes of life have been prefcribed 
to them, not forgetting the aid of facerdotal garments, the 
fafcihating charms of copes and rockets, woollen pall* 
(horn from lambs prefented by the virgin hands of nunsf, 
' \ line* 

9 When Anfelm fled from England Co Home, be was received by Pope XJt» 
£an with all the marks of cou6dcnce and honour, and in a public fpeech his 
Holinefs complimented htm with the title of the JffftU end Patriartb *f amtbtr 
ivtrliy and celebrated his learning, humility, faith and fteady teal for the Holy 
See in the higheft drains : he was lodged in the palace of the Literan, *ni 
commanded to take on him the date and grandeur as well as the title of Pope, 
which in u his great humility be complied' with, and permitted the Englifli to 
kifs his feet. — When flecket was difgraced for like p radices he met with like 
encouragement; the court of Rome concluding that if he was given up it would 
be a great discouragement for all men to engage in the intereft of the church. 
« If he fall," (faid pope Alexander), " all the BiAops will fall with him, fo 
" that for the time to come none will dare to refill the will of a Prince, and 
" Co the Bate of the whole Catholic church will 6nk, and the authority of 
*' the Bishops of Rome will perim." lie wai therefore prcmifed all the af- 
6ftance that church could give him, was provided for in the Abbey of Pontig- 
av, and it wa& appointed that he and hjs church mould be recommended to 
God in the prayers of the great rooaafteries of France. J$, Siri/h. vit. Anf. 
AngL fie, $or % ii. p. \66 t iff. Gervif. chroa. #*. 1164, col. 1307. 

•f The fall which had been held of (uch great importance in the church of 
Rome is nothing elfe than a white woollen rag, three ringers broad, worn 
round the (boulders of $i(hopf, with pendants behind and before of the lengtV 
of a palm : this is ufed by them on their /clems occanons, and when they, cele- 
brate mafs with it, they muft put; it oft when the gofpel is read. This is one 
lucrative branch of Rome's mercjiandiee, from whence jt it exported to all na* 
tiona. For a long time paft the pall, has been made chiefly of the wool of 
the fleeces taken from two lamb* offered" every year by the nuns of St. Agnes 
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Ilpen furpliccs, and the vvhok articles of flojne's (I had 
almoft faid England's) confecrated wardrobe. Celibacy 
vras enjoined them and rigqroufly enforced by the ftrifteft 
laws*: the facrajnerit of orders was introduced: invefti- 

tqrc 

BQOfi the altar of the church called by her sane, on the day of the feftivaitf 
that faint. When made, it is kept in the fepolchre of the ApoAles to be dt- 
frributed upon demand, which muft always be made injlanter, injlantxus, iuflaf 
njfimc. The myftica) meaning of this part of canonical habit, {for they haf e 
1 reafon fox every thing; and, like the ceremony-mongers at home, carry no 
infigoificant rag .abput them), ; is to reptefent the good mephetd carrying ike 
Jbeep on his (jdotftders. Mo>tr, 

• Whatever other pretentions are ufed for the celeb2cy of priefts in the" Ro* 
mira church, it is evident the principal reafms are, as the learned Puffimbrf 
hath observed/ " that the eccle6aftics. being jYeedfrom the care of their wives 
«' and children might be more .devoted to the intereft of their church, and that 
«' they might not be under the temptation of attaching themfelves too much 
* to the Sovereigns jonder whofe dominion they five : that they might hot ap- 
? propriate any part of the ecclefiartical goods for the fubfiftence of their fa- 
'< milies, and to the end they might be more fit and ready to execute the or* 
«« ders of the Pope, particularly again ft their own Sovereigns of whofe wta h 
« they will be left apprehenfive, when they are not bound fo flraifly to the 
« commonwealth as other fubjecls. To which it may be added, that- by liv- 
" iogia this fate of celebacy they have* not' to care but for their own life, 
m whereas a wife and children are e&eemed the mod precious pledges, which 
m one would not willingly abandon, nor leave under the power of another a 
« but a perfon unmarried may fiad is more eafy to live in other plaees. In t/ 
«« word the Pope batb endeavoured hereby to free them in every req>ec> from 
" the dependence and jurifdiclion of the fecular power to hold them more 
** firmly under his own." 

This law founded on the deBrine of 'devils, which never was in nfe, at kaft 
enforced, till the prieftly dominion began to war powerful, and which hath 
been productive of the mod icandalaua disorders and 1 vices, has ever been held 
mod facred and inviolable in the papal chureh,«nd is fo to this day. Any pre* 
cept of morally- may rather be violated than it. Rather than difpenfe with if, 
concubinage has been allowed, and adultery fttelf reprefenttd a* a lefs heinous 
fio than the marriage of <a piieft : mdgh peceare cen fetor htius- for means, quom 
tlericus aMtnatts* has rsifone, quod Iaicus alio rente fi6 uti poffit fve cleric* **- 
lerdidum efit nay the moft (hocking and unnatural of crimes the fin of Sodom 
hath met with more indulgence j— J which the infamous book of Cardinal 
Cafa; one in high favour at Rome, entitled Le Capitol* del forno, is alone fuf- 
Jicient witpefs t not to mention the difoenfatfon faid to be granted by Sixtus IV. 
•to the Cardinal of St. Lucia for three months id the year. 

Quid quarts tejfcs t fit mas. an fivtina tibo ? 
XcffUf natcrutn, ftghora'c cria^ yegeps,; 

eat 
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ture with the ftaff and ring was made a facred aft belong' 
iog 6tAy id the Pope arid' biifhops ; it was interdicted to *lt : 
o'rifers; tinder thefevereft cnrfes : priefh were excdmmHnW' 
cateri wfiti' accepted k from the hands of a layman, or fub- 
m\ned r tp take oaths of allegiance to temporal lords or 
princes*: at the fame time they were bound -by new and ' 

unlimited 

Offrf rectus ptieros gcnuK totUmqne pttellas : 
ft&nc rhtrUo potent Metre from a pair em. 

'.:.'■ i 

Rma quid eji? quod te docuit pr4pofierus win; 
$jtidJopUt / J¥*l*l .verfa elements fetes, . . 

hmaumutejl; amor : *JSf qualii?. prapojierus* Undebic? 

, ftffpfl marot* NoJi dicer*, -plura fcio. 
. fompafavUt^ fatu ijl vidijje, nveriar, 

C*H knoy sut fnerstrlXi fcnrra t ci/utdus ero. 
Atfta frHtf/ H the Hiflorf of Eup. chap. xK. $ 3a. PattrmUan. tip Renn. 
Game*. d*Un. Am p.ft^' ?*r1ea, Apol.- pour U Reform: tome i. /. 1^8." 
tto. M*t,Md.Inir.tolhere<u}ili?-ofbiJr. p.i-jl, &c. 

'"Wfaitttoffe there has been a'SoOt inveftitwesv and what eager controver- 
ts tad wars they occafioned, is knows .to every one acquainted in thele'aft' 
vit& ecclefiaftical 'htflorjr. A deflgn of getting free from fubjeftion to 'the 
cmTjiowerB ih'eteryVefpeclVlnd^f acquiring the fble difp'ofll of the tempom- 
fitiesof the church, and abfolute authority over its immenfe wealth and riches, 
apron to have been chiefly in view, by Popes and churchmen in their con- 
tending! upon this fubjefr.' otherwife their claim* had been loft unreafonable. 
The flaff^nd ring having been considered, through the ftiperftition of th«' 
timr'sj as facred badges of the epifcopal power the ufeof them was improved 
nabewTeafon for condemning lay inveflitures 1 to approve of them was) 
m?de a hereryand a crime even worle than fitnony. When bilnops were in veil-' 
t4 by the temporal powers, they had been tccuftonied to pay them homage, 
•nd take an oath of fidelity J but when the ecclefiafllea fnatched the power cf 
invenitare entirely into their own hands, the homager and oaths were transfer- 
red onto the Pope, and prlefl* prohibited by canons from giving them to. 1 lay 
- tori. The 15th canon of the council of Clermont forbids ecclefiaftics . from ' 
receiving benefTces from the hand of the laity:' th*]6\h forbids kings an4 
frinces to give invefiiturc in benefices : thit 1 7th canon forbids bifhops awf- 
priefts from taking the oath of fidelity to kings or any layman : in the council 
of Rone, icqS, all were declared excommunicated who did ioi to which'' 
▼uioui other canons might be added. When Anfelm was called to do Ho- 
"*¥ to Henry I. after his ctotfnation, he refuted, declaring, " that he neither ' 
"totild nor would; for he' Was forbid (6 to do by the council of Rome,** add- 
"% that u if the king would receive and obferve the decrees of that council, ' 
u to«j might live in Friendihifr together j hot, If Hot; he fcould not in honofor 

" flay 
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unlimited oaths to the Pope aqd.fuperior clergy*; their., 
perfons, and evea their crimes* wore, declared facred- and 
notpunUhable by the civil jiidgef i their churchy s. hccasofi 

■' ( ..... . ' ' t fanftjiari^ 

" flay in Unglamf f nor had lie intention ro flay, if" the Icing wotflcf not ^felef 
" obedience to tfte $cpe. j therefore/* faiJ he* " I'defitt ihe iking wpo!d.4t» 
" cJaxe his mind, that f may know what I have to do." Dupirt, Bibliotkeque, 
time viii. p. 75, ett, JEadmer, Hif. /. iii. p, 56. 

# Gregory VII. as a necefory ftep for, eftabliwvng and fecurin£ the ecclefia- 
ftic monarchy, altered the profeflions 6/ canonical obedience formerly ufed, into 
the form of an oath, fimilar ;o that taken by vaflals to the emperor or other 
lord*. The archbilhpp of Aqnikia was the Hrft on whom h was impofed, 
obliging him to fwear, that " from rhat'tlmi forward he. wonld oe-faiihful to 
« c St. Peter, and Pope Gregory and his focctfibfA ; that he^WKroltf neither advife 
*• nor aflift in taking away the life, difmemfcfcring, depofing, or imprrfoning 
" the Pope; that he would come To hit fynods when fummoned by hit riun> 
" cibs or leters, and bffpbedfent to the canons- thereof; that, & far as was 
"■confident with his order, be would defend and aflift in maintaining -the r 
"Roman Papacy,, and the regalia of a\t. Peter 5 that be woold not diiclofe the 
" counfels of the bishops gjf Home to. their prejudice, whtfhfcr committed to 
" him by themfelyes. or their legates ; thai he would not knowingly comm»- 
M riicate with thofe who were by name excommunicated by the biihops of 
" Rome; and that, when he was called thereto, she would by a military /orce 
" aflift the church of Rome."— Alexander fpme time after impofed an oath 0/ 
the fame import pn the German biihops, engaging them to, unlimited obedience. 
'* to fctve him faithfully agaihft all men; and that they would .rather expei/e 
" their lives than reveal his {jcCrets." In the Epiftle* of Clement V. the fol. 
lowing form. of words is found : " I promife to the Pope never tpjengage in, 
•* any counfels which may be intended to bis hurt, .or, to reveal tbem if I come, 
" to; the knowledge of them j but on the contrary J will never, difcover the evil 
" which lie intends to tip, continuing ever faithful to him. I alfp^promife.to 
<c exert myfelf agaipfl all forts of perfons 'or mauitaining the regalia pf St Pe. 
'*. iter and the privileges of the Holy See,, or for recovering .them when loft.*' 
Another is recorded by Baronius tajcen by Boniface, and impofed on,th£bj(bopa 
as early as the 8th century, which is little jhort of .thefe, with dreadful impre- 
cations annexed; the. account of which he conclude* with thefe words:. HaSr. 
mnjurametitum quod « refaui o'dinotl epifc§p$ pf#jj*refolcnt, &ar<XM. */w, 7*3^ <r 
1.079. **&* &nciJ fl tomi x. JH 1504. tomt xi.. jff, 15*^5. 

4 In facrti efimt.ibut, (ays .the conftitution pf ,Luciu,3 III. genetalUer trttfour, 
vt dc omni ttmint dertcui debcat coram ecckfiajlico jfiditf cenveqiri* The 3d general, 
council #f Lateran forbids, tinder the pain of excommunication, all laics from 
obliging ecclefiaftics to appear before the judges. In A council at London, ^143^ 
that canon was confirmed, and the clergy were not only exempted from the fe- 
cular power, but every violence or outrage to their perfons, to churches, and 
church yards, was. declared, an offence, frura which the biihop of Rome alone 
1 cou'4 
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temftuaries for villains, to the interruption of juftfce, and 
the multiplying of all forts of crimes * : though poflefl- 

ed- 

couM sbfoJte (he guilty, or at leaft it muft be done in hit prefence. Nor d»4- 
the P;pi4h clergy reft until thry brought pr.nces to confent to this danger, us 
exemptioa.' Henry U. engaged to the Pope's legate, «« That no clergymen* 
" for the time to come, fo uld be carried in perfon, before' any (ccuLr judge, 
" for any crime or tranfgreifion, unlefs for abufes of the foreft ; md that fuch 
** perfons as mould confefs, or be convicted of killing a clergyman, mould be 
" pani/hed in the pre fence of the b;mop. M By this change, however, their 
condition, in fome refpect, was made worfe j for, in proportion as they had 
withdrawn thsmielyes from fubjection to the laws, they loft ihe protection of 
them. The archb:fliop of Canterbury foon after complained, '' Thar, if a JcW 
1 ** or the meaneft laic was murdered, the murderer was prefrntly hanged for ir, 
M bat if a prieft was murdered, the murderer was only excommunicated : " ho 
added, «• Tbe dealing or a (heep or a goat is pum filed in a heavier manner than 
" theiniirder of a prie.'t j*.but this is but wnat we have defcrved by our ambi- 
" nous mVping an authority which no way belonged t> us$ for by thit ac- 
u caned juiiidiction, which we have fo pr<-.fump;u<>ufly a (Turned, we have pro. 
*' voiced God and the king, and have opene > a fafe way to the laity to wreak 
'* their malice upon the clergy : thus a prieft was lately murdered at WincUe- 
" fter by William Frecher and his wife, and ti.cy do not deny the fact ; but 
■* the murderer is going away to Rome, and makes no doubt but by proititu- 
u ting his wife, who is a beautiful woman, he (hall not only obtain absolution, 
** bat be well pad (or his journey/* Within a few years after the acccifion of 
Henry II. it was proved before him, that above a hundred murders hai been 
committed in the kingdom by ecclefiaitics, of whom not one had been puni^ed 
i> much as with degradation) the puniflimenr in joined by the canons. Art 
attempt to ref.rm this abufe produced the conreft between Meniy and Be^ket. 
Dtcnt.Greg. txtrav. dtjud. tit. i. c. 8. Co*c. ArU. W. t. P. Lttfinf. Efift. 73. 
Or^im Angi vU> ii. p. 149, 319. 

•AiPaganifm made the temples places 0/ retreat for malefactors, and allow- 
ed them flicker at the altars, tombs, and ftatues of heioest fo Popery opened aa 
afylum for all criminals, and made altars, crofles, and confecrated ground, 
foeeni to cover them from the arm of juftice j whereby the mod daring ruffian 
coo'd mock the lawsj and fet the magiftrate at defiance, Boniface V*. a tempted 
to introduce the immunity of churches, which the laws of the Emperors Hono- 
ris* and Theodo fin s confirmed. The council of Clermont, 1095, the 3d general 
chnrcil of Lateran, and many others formed canons for preserving this privilege 
tbtharches, and all were fubjected to an anathema who did violate them. By 
tbe canons of feme councils none were allowed to touch a criminal eithrr in a 
*Wch, or within thirty paces of it. By the 29th and 30; h canons of the 
ctomcilof Clermont it was decreed, that thofe who iheltered themfelve* befide 
* troft mould be in as great fafety as if they had taken fanftuary in a church j 
, K and 
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ed of a large (hare of the property and wealth of the pub- 
lic, they have been exempted from all taxes and public 
burdens except what they have been pleafed to lay upon 
themfelves, by the good leave of their ecclefiaftical fove* 
reigo*. Thus they have grown up to be a formidable , 

kingdom 
i 

and that they fltotild rot be delivered up until aflurance was given, that nothing 
fhochd be attempted either again ft their life or limbs. 

Thefe immunities fubfift ftill in their full latitude in Spain and Italy, * 
country, as one fays, wholly ecclefiaftical : but the diforders which they foment, 
the attempts which they in -fome fort authorize, prove too evidently the wifdom 
of tbofe governments which have revoked and abolithed them altogether. Some" 
time ago Cardinal M:roni propofed to the congregation of cardinals, that they 
ffcootd folicit the Pope to take away the francbifes of churches, but the propo- 
rtion was rejected ; upon which he exclaimed in heat, " Truly I' could wifli 
" that fome mifcrcant would take it in his head to kill one of you, and oh at 
" h* would take refuge m a church under my protection : I aflure yoo, though 
*' the whole Sacred College fliould demand him of me, inftead of delivering him 
" up to juftice, I (hould do my utmoft to favour his efcape." The author who- 
records this anecdote teiis us, that Clement XII. inclined to abolifh the fran- 
chifes with refpec"* to aflaflins ; " but I deubt," fays he, " if be dare nnder* 
*• take it: the monks 6nd it too much their intereft to preferve them j the 
*« privileges of their honfes draw to them the refpelt of the people, and the 
'* veneration of »he rabble." Platina. Dupin, H'ifi, du Droit. Eul. Fr. tent u 
f, 57. Mm. du Bar. dt PoI*% t«m iii. p. 15. 

* The 3d general counci of Laieran forbids, under the ufual pains, all laic* 
to exalt any taxes from the clergy, or lay any contributions upon them or their 
churches, unlefs the btfhop* anfclergy granted a voluntary fubfidy to fupply the 
urgent neceflities of the (rate, when the eftates of the laity tvert ma ftj/Uunt t**n* 
fwer tbtmv The 4th general coancty of Lateran renewed the fame canon, and 
ftntenced to excommunication all who offended againft it, allowing the clergy, 
neveribeleflf, liberty to grant their aid in cafes of neieffity, provided the Pope 
was always firil confulted. Boniace VIII. publiilicd a conllitution of the fol- 
lowing tenor : " Antiquity informs us of the ill-will which the laity be^r unto 
* the clergy, and the experience of the prefent time evidently declares it, fi.ice, 
" without considering that they have no power ovtr the perfons or goods of 
" ecc'.eGaftics, they impofe taxations upon the prelates and clergy, whether 
« c fecularor tegular; and, what we cannot mention but with grief, fome prelates 
«' and other ecelefiafticp, fearing more 16 offend temporal princes than the di- 
** vine Majefty, comply with thefe abufes. Wherefore, defmng to put a (top 
••■to t'nem, we ordain all prelates, and" other ecclefiaftics which (hall ray to the 
" la-men the tithe, or any «ther part whatever of their revenues under the 
" name of aid, ftrbfiriy# or the like, without the auth. rity of the Holy S-e,— 
«? and the kin^s, piinces, magnates, and all ctl eis who (hall impofe them, 

" or 
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kingdom of pritjls) holding of a foreign head, entirely in- 
dependent of all civil authority and laws, keeping no con- 
nection with the ftate farther than to prey upon it, and ren- 
der it fubfervieot to the fpiritual monarchy, 

What we have faid of the fecular, is more remarkably 
true of the regular clergy, and the religious orders to which 
they belong. Left the fwarms of exempted priefts, de- 
pending upon the hierarchical eftablifliment, had not been 
fiifficient to weaken the authprity of princes, to depopulate 
and impoverish nations, and to fupport the Papal throne, 
new regiments of monks and friars have been ralfed, and 
religious communities of both fexes multiplied, more etfec- 
tiiaUy and fpeedily, to accompllfti thefe ends *.' Thefc, 
through the artifices of Rome, were gradually fet free from 
both the civil and ecclefiaftical jurifdiclion unto which they 
had been at firft fnbjett. Though diftinguilhed by different 
names, wearing different garbs, and living by different rules, 
and often at variance with each other, yet they agreed in a 

u or who AaJ) give their »U or eounfcF for that purpose, (hall forthwith incur 

•* evcomrnenicKion j the absolution from which (hall be rc&rved to ike Holy 

" Secy notwithstanding any prifilege to try contrary." Tlc council of Trent 

tealcmoa in ftibftance whatever former osvnrilf mi Popes had d^ac o» the 

fofejeft of •cckfiaitical immoaitits.— So careful have the Popes ihcfe mlgky 

bmntm btfort tb* Lm4, been to ioclofe and fence, wiih a facrcd p«»U, every inch 

of eeclefiafiic ground, and to pce&rve the whole game -upon it entire for their 

owd ufe. No hand mud perfume to touch the overgrown wealth of luxurious 

churchmen but their own. But tbo.'c tithes and fubfiditb, which thiy ha\e 

itftraioed (overcigaa from taking of their own fubjiOs, they have chvmL'lvc?, 

without alking tbe leave of psiocei, every where very freely levied. Dupix t 

*»*9> &c. H'tji* du Drmt, tie. Ut«* i. p. 448. Uiji, du Cone, tlu I tent par Pilar.. 

tv* viii. p, 500, itc. 

* Sux b as theAuguftir.es, Carmelites, Mendicant*, Fran^f.ftnF, D>mini« 
f »Mi with their vinous fubdivifi>n$, the Cordeliers of great and ftiict obf^-> 
»lttce, Recolleftf, CapucUnr, Penitents, the Mitif.atcd, tb<- RerornncJ ; v i h 
the fquadrons 0/ Mttwtins, Trinitarians, Minimt'5, Celrfliie% Serves, Friars 
•f charity, Jefuits, Barnabi:es, Thcat«ns, Lazarite?, E^ifts, BcncdWnes, 
Bemirdines, Brigitine*, Camridulcs, the Monks of Grsinmout, rontevraul.^ 
J *&w* ef the Ch'tiftian doftrine, the Oratory, etc. 

K 2 common. 



common and abfolute dependence upon the Pope, who bf^ 
quae the head and prote&or of the religious prders^ the 
zealous patron bf their liberties and exemptions, and who 
ferved himfelf heir to their temporal pofleffions when any 
order became extinft *. They .have been cantoned into, all 
countries wherever their importunities, their old wives fa- 
bles, or their falfe veil of poverty, mortification, and zeaL 
could procure them fubfiiience and fcttlements; which they 
obtained frqqi the deluded public lb profufely,in hpufesj 
land?, and other donations, that they became the heavieft 
and, at the fame time, the mod ufelefs incumbrance upon 
the ftate, depriving it both of a great part of it fubje&s an4 
revenues f. MoL-afteries, , into whicji many were inveigle^ 

• When Gregory X. aboliihed the order of Mendicant*, 'or begging Fritrs* 
by a conftitution pa(&4 1x64, he reserved thejr houfe* ami goods to be difpofedi 
of by {he Holy See for the fuccour of the Holy Land, and other pfaus ufes. 

f If the accounts, given by fome authors, are juft, the chuich and the reli- 
gious together have been poffcflcd of naif of the eftatea of fome kingdoms, an4 
)n fome places much more. A certain author informs us, upon the authority of 
Memoirs written by one who had been Jong intendant of Lille in Flanders, that 
upon the banks of the river Scarp, within the extent of i$ leagues, the church 
rents amounted to 10,700,000 livres 5 arid in the province of Cambrefis the 
pofleffions of the erclefiaflics were, to those of the whole laity, in the propor- 
tion of 14 to 3. Abbe 1 de Vertot informs ns, that the clergy of Sweden were 
alone pofleffed of more than tbe king, tod even than all the other eftates of the 
kingdom together. « If we run through France," fays one, « we will 6nd at 

V every ftep monafteries, and magnificent abbeys, more rich A ill than they 
" appear: when travelling, I have often had the curiofity to a(k to whom belong 
«* thefe lands, thefe farms, thefe woods > and have been almuft always anfwer- 
•' ed, Xo fuch an abbey, to fucb a community, to foch a chapter; if, to thefe 
*.' immoveable pofleffions, be added the annuities, tbe tithes, and other contri- 
«• botions, we will be forced to conclude, that the half of the property of the. 
« kingdom, *t leaft, is in the hands of priefy, monks, or religious. Vfhat I 
" fay of France is more (enfibly true of Spain, Italy, Flanders, and Germany. 
<< If tbe Pope was ma(ler of all thefe eftates, and could appropriate the ufe of 

V them to himfelf, would he not he the richeft fovereign ia the univerfe ? To> 
" rind any to equal him, it would be abfolutely nece&ary to raife again the an* 

V cient kings, of Mexico and Peru, the Monttxumat an.d the Atabalipos" 
According to Bleau, about the end of la ft century the ecclcfiaftical ftate of' 

France flood thus: 18 archbiJhoptics, 169 bishopries, 16 heads of religious or. 
ders, 157 cemmtnderies of Malta, 556 abbeys of nuns, 1356 abbeys of monks, 
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*in early and hcedlefs youth, and where million* were bu« 
ried alive, were the privileged haunts of idlenefs, luxury, 
and the moft flagrant diforders-, and the monks and friars 
have been, of all men, the moft petulant, vindictive, bi- 

gotted, 

700 contents of cordeliers, 1240 priories, 15,100 chapelt, about 36 441 pari fli- 
cs, sad 14,077 content* of all orders: (he number or nooks were compu cd 
ft 112,600 j the nuos 82,000; the total 01 both 104,6 oj the vcclcfiaftical re- 
. ttnoes amounting in whole to 311,000,000 of livres, which it about x6,oco,ooo 
Ceding. The author of tbt Age of Letvit XIV. indeed, bring! the computation 
•inch ltwer, reckoning the number of ecckfialUcal per font 160,000, and the 
religions 90,000, and the eccleuaftical revenues 8,cco,coo. 

In England, previous to the ReU rmation, the miichievout eff els of Popery 
and monkery were alfo Severely felt on the commonwealth. " The prodigious 
" increafe of the riches of the church,'* to ufe the words of an eccle/.alHcal 
hifbrian, *« had for a long time been the fubject of complaint, as a ma;ter of 
" the utmoft prejudice to tne ftate. The barons, indeed, bad taken care to in- 
" fen aclaufe in the great charter, which upre: sly forbade any one to alienate 
" his lands to the church : but this prohibition had no eftecl. The church 
" 0iH continued to acquire eftates, which were never afterwards alienated ; and 
" jet aif theie eftates were in a dead hand as Co any return or profit to the ftate. 
* The) afforded neither wariis, reliefs, nor marriages, like all other lands, and 
11 in proportion, tbeieforc, as their revenues incuafc:, the public txchtq'icr 
" was impoverimed : nor would England in feme ages, if this cuftom had con- 
" tinoed, have been any thing more than a'pation of monnfteries and church- 
" es. The king (Edward 1 ) therefore propofed to make a law uhich fhould 
V effectually prevent the continuance of this evil, by prohibiting any one to - 
" difpofe of their eftates to focieiies which never die, without the king's con- 
" fcntj and accordingly was palled the famous rtaute of AUrtmah."* Notwith- 
standing thefe precautions, there were no lefs than 645 monafteiivS iupprtffcd 
fcy Henry VIII. the yearly rents of which were valued at L. 1,500,000, be fides 
immenfe riches boarded up in fome of them: the church of Canterbury alone 
affordtd fo much treafuie, in gold and precious Hones, as eight flrong men could 
tany cut in two cherts. The fci.dalous diforders of thefe religious houfes, and 
the wicked lives of their inhabitants, were at that time convin ingly discovered. - 
Scotland, in propor ion to her wealth and extent, appears not to have been 
much behind other nations in re-ring coftly monuments to idle fuperflitioo, and 
in facrificing largely at the altais of monaftic folly. Oi this the irately remains 
of many of tbefe religious fabrics, yet vifible even, in the remoteft parts of the*, 
kingdom, and the .account of their revenues, taken by aythority at the time of 
t(te Reformation, are linking evidences. One of her kings in the twelfth cen- 
tury fc prided and endowed no lefs than four biftopricf, eleven abbacies, two mo. 
pafteries^ befides fundry lefler fabrics; for which , as might be expected, he was 
eJiftinguUbed with the title of 67, Drvid* Thefe once venerated fifes, the de- 
fied 



gotted, ski4 fuper/Htious. They have ever proved the mofk 
abjeft tools of the court of Rome, the pillars of Papal in- 
fallibility and fupremacy, in fupport of w^ch they.fyave 
J>e.en- always prone to iediiion, and ready to engage in the 
mott bold and defperate enterprizes ; for which they are 
well fitted by their vows of union, fecrecy, and flavifh obe- 
dience tt> their generals, whofe head-quarters have com* 
monly been fixed at Rome. By futh inftitutions has the 
^ power of the Popes been rendered more formidable : one 
..of them was wont to boaft, that he had 288,000 parifhes, 
and 44,000 monasteries, voder his jurifdidion. We may 
therefore infer, that the Popifti clergy, whether eftabliftied 
or tolerated, are the pells of the public weal, and canker- 
worms in the (late : that in a Proteftant nation, efpedally, 
their oaths of civil allegiance and homage, and their oaths of 
canonical obedience, can never poffibly corifift: that tfieir pro- 
fefled fubjeftion to the laws, is precluded by their folemn eo- 
gagement9 to maintain and^romote the rights and privileges 
of their church and order: that to tolerate them is to allow 
the Ipies and commfifioned officers of a hoflile power to le- 
duce people into its fer vice.: — 'to allow a fet of bufy and 
jdefperate men to plot and concert measures to redeem 
themfelves from their unwilling fervitude and lay-fubjeftion, 
to recover their loft influence, honours, and what they 
mull account their rights ; and to fubvert the government 
and laws, fo oppqfite to their interefts, obligations, and 

filed abodes of midnight fuperftition, riot, and debauchery, are now by the 
righteous judgment of Heaven become ruinous heaps, place* of ordure, and the 
haunts of o\*!s and venemous beaftsj-*— ferving for a finking comment on the 
fropheric Unguage, wherein Babylon's fa'.l is defcribed, and exhibiting a preta- 
dial view of her final defolatioh, token the wild heap, of the Jcfert fhail lie there, a- d 
their boujttjhali he full of doleful creatures, and vwls Jball dwell thet e, and fatyn JbSU 
iai.ee there, and the wild beafli of the ijlandi fhatt cry in their defolate houfes, and 
dragons in ihtir 'pUafant p%la cs : and her i\nu it ntv to come, and her dayt Jball 
not fie fringed. Hift. dn Droit, &c. tome i. p. .'07, Sec. Vertot, Revol. de 
Sued, tome i. p. 6. Bleau, Alias Hiiicr. Volt. Hift. du Siecle de Lew. XIV. 
tome si. p. 173. Echard. Burnet. Warner, I c clef. Hift, vol. 1. Keith, Ht(L 
ofKer. H:ur 4 

principles^ 
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prindples 5 and finally, that, if a fitnpfe lay-Paptft deferres 
to be paniftiedymw^A/, farely a pricft or a friar, feventy 
*ni ftven-fold. 

"We may next furrey the principles of Popery with re-* 
fpeft to moral conduft j and h will appear, that, by fome 
of its dottrines, the fources of religion and pure morality . 
are poifoned together, whereby not only the good order 
but alfo the fecirity of fociety are in danger of being de- 
stroyed*. 

In general, the doftrine of Popery overthrows the foun- 
dation of all morality, and renders the bonds of both dir 

•A learned doctor hafe lately acquitted Pap Ms, fairly, of this heavy charge, 

*nd not oply them, but Mahometans, Pagans, Mexicans; the ancient Bacha* 

jaalians, the devout votaries of Venus and Priapus, or if there be any other 

whofe fyftem has been more depn.ed, — tellinfc us, " that though the religious 

" rite* of many nations have been exceedingly abftrrdj yet the morality of all 

" religions hath been pretty pure : and it was neceflary it fbcnild be fo; for 

" ibe Supreme Being had imprinted ine great principles tof morality in fuck 

^ ** ftrong characters on the heart of man, that if any feft were t"> arife, and 

** teach it as an article of their religion, that murder, perjury, lying and diflfi- 

" nidation were on many occafions lawful, that feet would very Toon lofe all 

" footing j anathdt many Proteftants-had endeavoured to mow that fome of 

u the doctrines of the church of Rome were of jm immoral tendency; but as 

" the Roman Catholics themfclves deny thefe confequeacee, It was not fair to 

•' impite to any party the belief of confluences which they thcmfelves re- 

*' fafed."— Only let Papith fpenk. for themselves, and let fads decide the 

quellion, rather than the chimerical theories of feme modern doctors concern* 

ing the rectitude and incorruptibility of human nature, equally contradictory 

to the Bible, and the uniform experence of all ages. That the doctor cannot 

fee any doctrines of the above tendency in the Popifh fyftetn may be poflible, 

ihough it may not be very eafy to affigrt the caufc of his blindnefi. We dull 

hi>t do him the injuftice to impute ir to ignorance or drfect of underftanding ; 

° for," to ufe his own words, " after having had occafion to ftudy fo tni- 

11 nutely the hiflory of the Reformation both in this count y and in Germany, 

* —to fufpect him of entertaining any p'eju ikes in favour of Popery, would 

" be fuppofing him to have a very bad head indeed.** We are forced, it feems, 

to acquit ard compliment the abilities of hip head, at the expence of.the nobler 

qualities of the heart, Stetbt fiw, Principal Rtfertfen's ffeecb in Synod. Cal.Jtfi. 

Afrrc Dec, 16. 177S.. 

vine 
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vine and human obligation entirely precarious, by the blai^ 
phemous authority afcrib^ed to the Pope, whereby he is ex- 
alted above all laws, and conftituted an arbitrary legiflator 
to diftate whatever he pleafeth, not only in faith but atib 
ifx morals. If he had never a&ually attempted to invalidate § 
the laws of God, or to give his fanftion to crimes by the 
plenitude of power claimed, and attributed to him, he hath 
always been fuppofed capable of doing fo *. Nor has this 
power been kept locked up in the facred cabinet of the 
Pontiff's breaft, but the treafury has been freely opened, 

that 

* Pope Julias II. in his general council at the Lateran, faith " Though the 
" infiitutioas of facred canons, holy fathers, and Popes of Rom e-*-and their 
*' decrees, be judged immutable as made by divine infpiration ; yet the Pope of " 
" Rome, though of unequal merits, holding the place of the Eternal King, and 
'< the maker of all things, and all laws on earth, may abrogate tbefe decree! 
'« when they are abuftd." Sixtus IV. in a Bull againft the Turks in 1481 
faith " we are conft rained to require all Chriftian princes, and all the faithful* 
" and to command them, vice Dei, inftead of God, whofe place we ho'd on 

** earth." Aathe church of Rome hath denied Chriftians the ufe of ther 

icriptures, the only perfect rale of pure morality, fo (he allows a liberty to 
make any additions to them, and fubftttute any thing in their room, which her 
vifible legiflator pleafeth j " He thinks not rightly,** fays Bellarmine, •« t>f the 
" church of Chrift, who admits nothing but what he finds to be written, of 
" done in the aoctent church 5 as if the church in later times, either ceafed 
«' to be the church, or had not a power of explaining and declaring, appoint- 
" inp, and even commanding whatever relates to faith and manners.** The 
fame writer teaches, that " it may be affirmed in a good fewfe, that Chrift 
" gave to Peter the power of miking (in to be no (in, and that which is fib fin ' 
u to be fin ;**— -and again, u if the Pope would commend vice, and prohibit 
u virtue, the church would be bound fo believe vice to be good and virtue to* " 
" be evil, unlefs (he would fin againft confeience." When Platina demanded 
the judgment of a council in the matter of difference between him and Paul 
II. he was anfwered, " and would you* thus bring us before judges ? know you* 
" not that we have all laws (hut up in our own breaft ?** — Bonifice begins one 
of his decretals in like terms 5 Licet Romanus fontifex, qui jura omma in/crim§ 
f efforts fui cenfetur habere.— The canons with their gloflaries teach, that the. 
Pope fecundum plenitudinem poteftatis de jure potefi fupra jus difpettfare : and 
that he can difpenfe contrary to the Apoftles, contrary to the Old Tcftament, 
and in vows and oaths. To add no more, they teach, that " he hath * 
«< heavenly power, cttlefte arb'itrium, and therefore changes the, nature of 
41 things, applying the dTt ntial attributes of the one to the other j that he can' 
« make fometbirig of nothing ;— and in tho(e things that he wills, his will is 
« initead of rca&n, nor it there anv one that can fay unto Kin -whit daft tbmt ? 
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that out of his inexhauftible fulnefs all Catholics might re- 
ceive difpenfation upon difpenfation ; hence iolemn treaties 
have been annulled * ; promifes, vows, and oaths made 
Toidfi marriage* within forbidden degrees legitimated, 

others 

4i for he can difpenfe with law t he can make juftice injufticr, by changing 
fl and correcting laws ; and, in a word, that he haih a plenitude of power." 
Tin. ttmt'w. p. 560. Frcber. tome ii. p. 162. Fell arm. con. Bard, c, 3, et 31. 
DeRM.Pwt. lib. iv. c. 5. G!<£\ can Lt&or. dlji. 34. et de Pr abend, tit. vni. 
«Aft tt U. i. tit. 7. c . 3. 

• The infringement of the treaty of peace, or truce for ten year*. ma^lc be- 

twecfa Ladiflaus I V. king of Hungary tod Amurath fultan of the Turks, is a 

ttcboratle Infhnce of this. That prace difpleaGrig the Pope, he lent his legate 

Julian t6 perfuade the king to violate it, and to abfolve him from the oath 

whereby it had been confirmed: which having been accordingly Jor.c, anJ the 

war renewed, a bloody battle was foug.it foon after at Varna in the year 1444* 

whkhiffuedfo fatally and dsfgraccfuliy to the arms and faith of thofe called 

Cbriftiani. It is faid that Amurath in the time of battle, perceiving the great 

daughter of his men, and a'.l brought into extreme danger, j lucked the writing 

°*itof hisbofom which contained the late league, and holding it Up in his hand, 

*>th his eyes cart up to heaven, exclaimed, " Behold, '.h ;u crucified Chrift, 

" tfcitistbe league which thy Chriftians, in ti>y name, made with me; which 

they have without any caufe violated : if thou be a God, ;.s they fay thou 

a rt, and. as we dream, revenge the wrong no* done unto thy name and me, 

and (how thy power upon thy perjured people, who by their deeds deny thee 

their Ood."— It is certain, the army of the Chriftians was totally routed, 

i-adifli U5 (lain ia the flower of his age, and the famous Hunniades taken pri- 

'°*w: the lofs of vhis battle occasioned like wife the ruin of Hungary, the 

rethrow of the Grecian e npircj and the great progrefs of the Ottoman arms 

in Europe. The following epitaph was made for the king : 

RomuTteUr Cannas, ego Varnsm tlade notavi. 

DifiUc, morta/esy non temerare fiJem t 
Me itifi Pon'/tfices jujjffint rumpere ftrdus % 
iVSwi ferret Stytbicum PannonU era jug urn. 
Mfendorf. Spanh. Moreri. Clark's Live*. ' 

a t King Henry I. of England fcrupling to break a promtfe he had made, Ca* 
tortus told him that u he was Pope, and would abfolve him from his promifej** 
10 which he anfwered, that " if the Pope had power to.difpenfe with him, he 
^ not think it fit to break his word."— Henry II, not fo nice, received a 
"P*! difpenfation to violate his father's will, which he had fworn to obferve; 
^a Upon that ground difpaflTefled his brother Geoffrey of the kingdom of An- 
J 00 * Richard I. obtained a bull from Clement for commutation of vows, 
"lowing thofe to be releafed for money, who had taken the crofs, and defired 
c e *cufcd from fulfilling their vow. A fimilar one, but more ertenfive, 
L was 
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others lawfully contrafted, condemned or diflblv*ed # ; fer- 
vants and fubjetts liberated from obedience to their, fupc- 

ww granted to King John and Queen J;>an of France by Clement VI. whereby 
he allows " tbcra and their ucceflors, for ever after, the indulgence to com- 
" mute for fuch vows as they had already made, or which they or their fuc* 
" ceflbrs fhould afterwards make, the vows ultramarine to the biefled apoftlet 
" Peter and Paul, and of chaftity and continency only excepted j as alfo fuch 
" oaths as by them had been taken, or by them or their fucceflurs fhould be 
u taken in all time coming, which they could not conveniently keep, (quai 
u cemmodt fervare non pofetis), by other works of piety, as to the confeflor fhould 
" (ttm expedient toward* God, and for the peace of their fouls.** Anotljer^ 
infallible oracle fays, " We, following the ftatutes of our DredecefTurs, do, by 
u our apoftolical authority, abfolve all thofe from their oath of fidelity who are , 
" bound to excommunicated pe/fons ; and we by all means prohibit them to keep 
" faith with them, until they make fatisfaftion.*' — Some more fpecimens of 
the ezercife of this difpsnfi ig power, betides thee now and formerly mention* 
ed, may be adduced under another head. All this is conform to canons and 
councils. Eadm, lib. y.p. 1*6. I'm. Orig. Pnt. p. 306, 344. Datber, SpUVeg, 
W. iv. p. 156. Dtcr. Greg. p. 2. can. 15, etc. 

• The council of Trent pronounced all to be accurfed who allow not tbit 
power to belong to the Popes : Si quit dixetit eos tantum confanguinitatii et affitti* 
tatit gradut qui Levitiit apt imuntur, poje impedire matrimenium cmtrabendum et 
dirimere contra A urn, nel pcjfe ecclefiam in nonnullii ejtum difpenfare, aut conftitvete ut 
plum impediant et dirimant t anathema jit. This they extend to every degree of 
affinity except the firft between parents and children ; as ise.ident from another 
canon of the fame council, in which difpenfations with the fecond degree are 
appointed to be ufed fparingly : In fee undo gradu nunquam dijpenfetur ntfi inter, 
magna prindpei et *b publican caufam. Hence they have allowed the mar- 
riage of brother and filler : th. % notorious inftance of Henry VIII. rs not the only 
one wherein they have permitted a man to marry his brother's wife, Anteni* 
n us declares that Martin V. difpeofed with one, qui comraxrrat, e: confummaverat 
m^trimoniutn cum germana fua Jorore, quam cegnoverat fornicarie. Another inftanc* 
is given by Alanine the Parifian doctor} Martinui V. cenJUie mature babite, 
di/penfavit inter aliquot in fecunde gradu confanguinitatii qui eft lege d'rvina prvbibihum 
Similiter Umporibus noftrii, Papa difpenjamit cum aTtquo quod baberet dual Jernrm 
unam pofl alteram centra \egm Dei. But while they thus difpenfe to the firft de- 
gree, they haveexteK'ed their canonical prohibition of marriage to the fourth 
degree of affinity, that they might hereby increafe the trade of difpenfatioasv 
and make men pay them well for privileges to which they were already entitled 
by the law of God and nature j for the fume reafen have they invented degree* 
of imaginary kindred, and a fet of fpiritual relation*, fuch as between godfa- 
thers and godmothers, frc. prohibiting them to intermarry without fpecial li- 
cence. Condi. Trid. ftjf. xxiv. can. 3, et 5. Ant en. part iii. tit, i, c, I*, ^ I. 
3eBam% de Mat- lm. c. »3. AW.an. de Petejf. EccUf. t, ■*. 

riors %, 
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riore; the clofcft ties of friendftxip and nature broken; a/\d 
children exempted from the duty they owed to thofe who 
„ gave them birth*. 

For like pernicious purpofes, and from -the fame 
fourcc, or rather from the fund of the fuperabundant 
merits of the faints f, of which the High-prieft keeps 
the key, have indulgences been fcattered abroad with 
a liberal handf; indulgences for this world or the * 

next ; 

• Among other inftances of this, the infiitutions w'th refpeit to the mem. 
the life are one. They ordain that vows and engagement*, contracted at fixtera 
Jttn of age, Dial! be accounted valid, and ever after inviolable, and that the 
.coafcatof parent anJ guardians is not neccdary to make them fo: and after 
they are entered into them, they can claim 00 power :<verthem t every cisil and 
natural relation is, on the matter, diflulved by them. If Phaiifces were guiity 
of in/nogiegthe precept of honouring father and mother, *ni mak.ng provlO^n 
fi>r their aeceilicics by their favourite doctrine of corbatt, or the devoted gift, 
Papiftsareno left blameab.e. Hift. du Droit pub I. Eccl. Fr. tome i. p. 391. 

t The doctrine of fupererogatioo, or the faints doing more than the divine 
b* require of them, wheteby they are fuppofed to attain a higher degree of 
giodoefs and perfection than merely fufficcs for themfelves, is a neceflary foun- 
dation of the other of indulgences. That the i'urp'us may not be loft it it 
artfully gathered into the common treafury of the church, and becomes like 
tii9 mines of Peru, yielding gold and filver in plenty. Thcfe exuberant merits 
axe retailed out to fi.iners who have none of their own, and fomc times dealt 
Out in whole fale to all who will take them. Tim* while the infinite merits 
eftkt Redeemer are difparaged as defective, m<n are a!fo hereby fet free from 
the neceffity of perfonal holinefs. 

J Indulgences are acts of grace whereby per Coos obtain the relaxation or re- 
miffion of the pains due to their (ins, which they ought to fuffcr in this world, 
or in purgatory. In the more eaily times they were only a mitigation or re- 
laxation of the rigours of eanrnical penitence, but in procefs of time wire ex- 
pended to all perfons, and to all Gr.s, fecret and puMic j and were conflJcrcd as 
an actual rcmifton of the punifl-rnent of fins paft, prefent < r to come, to the 
total ovei throw of difcipline, and the mod fcandalous corruption of the mora- 
lity of Chriftiaqs. Though they had been authorised before both by councils 
and Popes, particularly St. Gregory and Leo III. yet ihe abufe of them became 
much greater af er the Crcifades were fet on foot, in favour whe-eof the council 
of Clermont granted very ample indulgence; in 1095 ;— -many fubfajucne coun- 
cils did the like, as thofe of Lateran, Lions, Vienna, and Conftance, Clement 
VI. in his decretal, declared " that Jefus Cbrift had left us an infinite treafure 
" of menu, and of the fuperabundant fatis r a&ion* of his paflion, of thofe of 
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next* 5 partial or plenary f; for a fliortcr or a longer 



time 



t 



" the holy virgin and of the flints, which the pafors of the church, and above 
. «' all the P^pes, who are ti.e fovei.eign difpenfers of that treafure, can apply to 
" the living by fhe power of the ke)S, and to the dead by way of furTra^es, to 
*' deliver them f»om the punifhment due to their fits, by drawing from that 
" trcafuie, and offering to'God, as much as is needful |j fatijfy for that 
«' debt."-^— Whenever the Popes had occaficxn for a new fum, to this expedient 
they had always recourfe. Ail ere acquainted with the (bameful merchandize 
of indulgences which prevailed fometime before the Reformation, and which 
was the immediate occafion of it. Since that period fome of the grofTer abufes 
have been corrected, yet the ufe of them was fti.l continued, and eftabliflied as a 
perpetual dofliine of the ikurch of Rome : thus fpeaks the laft general coun- 
cil, " the power to confer indulgences havirg been. granted by Jefus Chrift to 
" the church, the council ordains 2nd appoints that the ufe of them be retain* 
«« ed and obferved in the church, as very falutary tothcChriftian peqple, and ap» 
« proved by the authority of holy councils, and anathematizes ail who fay th j 
" are ufelefs, or who d' ny that the chnrch hath power to be (tow themV 
Accordingly thjs was ir.fcitcJ as an aiticle of the Catholic faith, in the creed 
of Pope Tiui IV. Dujit.Morcri. Tra. PM, Mft. du Cm. dtTnntt, /w.-8. 

j^. 955- . 

' • Indulgences are (aid to be as beneficial to the dead as to the living, (which 
may be read ly granted to be tiue) ; and by purchafing tlnm perfons may not on- 
ly free themfclves, but alfo the fouls of their deceafed friends, from the tem- 
porary, but excruciating torments of the purgatorial ftate, appointed for all 
whofe fins had not been perfectly remitted, or fatisfied for in this life. The 
invention of purgatory was necefiary to make indulgences more current, and 
from the belief of this they derived their grcateft fuccefs among the ciedulous 
multitude ; without it they could hardly have fupportcd their credit, face ex. 
pcrience proved, thai no temporal calamity in this world was warded off by the 
force of pricflly pardons and indulgences, the expeiiment of their want of fiic- 
cefs in the other wotld could not be fo cafily made. They firft created that 
fiery lake, into which fouls in imagination were pWnged, that thepriefty mi fc ht 
have the pleafure, or rather the profit of fiflnng th m cut again. Some h.vc 
been fo far indulged as not to be fuffered to go there at all ; others are allowed 
the, favour to come forth almoft as foon as they enter j while others trd jfeft to 
welter thoufands of years in the flames without any pity from the mercilefs 
priefls, for no other fin of them or of their furviving friends but the damnable 
one of poverty.— The white Friars fcoafttd that they had a privilege to be no 
longer in purgatory than till the Satuiday next enftoiftg after their death*, p. du 
Mali*, BuckJir offiitb, p. 2 1 3- 

f In the treafure of indulgences, publi&ed by the Francifcans at Ro tn i a 

1614, were the following words j " For every day until the na ivity of cor 

«« Lady, there are S62COO years and a 100 dayf of pardc n and remiffion of the 

" third part of fins granted." A fitrmry remiffion contains a full pardon of all 

' fin* 
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time # ; whereby perfons of the moft flagitious lives ftain- 
cd with every crime, for wearing a crofs on their bread or 
right (houlder, and devoutly murdering in the name of the 
church f, for vifitii.g the ruin§ of Jerufalem, and other 

places 

foi witbout ercr ption. M re than this one would think fupcrfluout j yet 
to /hew how liberal thefe pa'd m-mongcri can be at timei, of their inex- 
' lnuftible funds, they have on ccr »'m occa< on. exceedeJ it, giving a full pardon 
ef sUfms, and a ibid p*>t *ffim befiicu P. du Msul &c. ^.138. 

• In feme ot the catalogues of indulgences printed evan pofterior to the 
council of Trent, they are not confined to days, months, or a few years, but ex- 
tended to hundreds and thoufands of years. " Such a day, lay thefe lifts, be- 
" fi:es the deliverance of a foul from pucpatovy, one will gain 6733 years cf 
w indulgence, and I knuw not how rpar.y quaramair.es. Such another, the in- 
•' culgence J? 100 coo or aoc,cco yiars ; if the cay if more fulemn, to the 
" plenary indulgence will be joined f. rr.e hundreds <>r thoufands of years j an 
" icdulgen.ee of feven years or of 40 years is for the moft ordinary days, and to 
" that fomc quaranta'xnn are always jo ncd." Sometimes the Pope has given 
18000 years of pardon, and as many times 40 days, ami fome days more, only 
forget tirg to fj ccify the hours and the minutes. Hjfl, du Drtit y &c. torn. ii. 
p 2$l. Moulin. 

f Befijdes the Croifades, published agaii.ft the infidels, there were many pro* 
. claimed agajnfl; Chriftun princ s and (rate*, who by any means, had incurred 
the difpleafure of Rome ; efpictally thofe accufed of herefy, or difobedicnee to 
the Roman See. Indulgences were a) v. ays the finews of thefe papal wars, and 
ifae alluring pay l.cid out to the eccMiaflical free-booters who aflcmbled to his 
ftandard j whereby armies of pilgrims com po fed of many fools, and more vaga- 
bonds and mifcrcants, were let loofe to the holy work of plundering, ravaging, 
a :d perpetrating all kinds of barbaiiry and wickcdi.cfs,— -the price of their ple- 
nary pardon, and their fureft title to Rome's paradife. Aventinus teftifies, that 
the Dominicans \%ho went every where preaching the croifade againf> Ray- 
mond Earl of Tholoufe, drclared, that " whatever crime a man wa* chargeable 
«< v»ith,— though polluted with parricide, incefl, or lac ri lege, as foon as he put 
** on the crofs upon his garment, he fhoulci be fiee both from the crime and 
«« the puniASment j whereupon many took occafion, firft to difpatch fuch as . 
*' they had malice again*!, and then entered their names in the lift of holy 
« warriois.*'— Biochard he monk, gives the following account of the Afiattc 
crcifaders in his time ; " To fp*ak truly, to cur confufior, there are none in all 
•< the Land of Proroife found worfe, or more corruptin their manners than Chrt- 
«' ftians, of which I think this to be the reafon : when any one in Spain, France, 
•* Germany, or other nations of Chriftendom is found a malcla&or, — a murderer, 
«« a thief, robber, adulterer, incefluous, or the like, and fears to meet with de- 
- «• fcrved punifhment fr^m the judge, he flies and fails over to the Holy Land, 
* thinking to abolifc his contracted guilt by the Pope's indulgences, and when 

«« he 
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places in the land called holy, though in faft a land more 
immediately fubjefted to a divine maledittion than any 
. other on the face of the earth * ; for taking a trip to the 
Jubilee f', reforting to privileged churches and altars; 

for 

•' he is come thither, he halb not charrged his mind but ihc place of his refi-. 
•' dence.'*- When the French army of pilgrims entered Catalonia in 124$ to 
take p >(Teffion of the territories of the King of Arragon, given by the Pope 
to the King of France, •' they committed,*' fays a writer of that nation, 
41 the mod fearful diforders ; they profaned the churches, violated even the 
•f religious, carried off the Acred vefielt, croftes, images, books and ornament 
" of the church, and fold them to one another j thus they behaved through 
*' the whole campaign, pretending always to gain the indulgence of the croifade, 
" for which they had fuch devotion that thofe who could not ufe the bow, 
•* or employ other arms, took (tones, and faid, I caft tbuftone aga'mfl Peter of 
f Arragon, to gain the indulgence" Aventin, Annal. 1. vii. p. 408. Brubard, 
Defer, Ter Sanfl. p. 333. Flewi, tome xviii. p. 374. , 

*.Thefe places became early the objects of the mod fu erftitious veneration, 
and continue to be fo to this day. Large favours were heaped on all who would 
▼ifit them, and repeat the proper prayer at each. We have in the Itinerary of 
F. Par.taftano Dave'tro, who devoutly made the tour in the 15th century, a foil 
li(l of the feveral indulgences gained at each place, with the fomula of prayers 
and other devotions to be there performed :— at the flable in Bethlehem, three' 
plenary indulgences; more of the fame at Jordan, Tabor, the grave of Lazarus, 
the houfes of C-uapbas and Pilate, Gethfemane, Calvary, etc, ; feven years, and 
feven quarantines, or feven times forty days of indulgence at Cana;— -the pool of 
Beihefda,— the places where Chrift was apprehended. — where the difciples 
llept,— -where James hid hinrfelf till the refurrcclion, — where Ifaias was fawn 
afunder,— -the Valley cf J hofapbat,— *.he Plain of Damafcus where Adam was 
created, etc. etc, hinltarh dc 7er % SanSf, etc, Lijb. com licer.ca et privileghi ««*, 

1583. 

•f In the years of Jubilee the church's treafury is opened, and indulgences 
proclaimed to all Chriftians, who will take the trouble, or be at the expence of 
travelling to Rome, where, after all, they fcave often beer obl : ged to pay well 
for their pardon. The Jubilee was firft inAituted, 1300, by Boniface, in imita- 
tion of that of the Jews, or rather of the Secular Games of the Romans, which 
were celebrated once in an age. Boniface appointed the obfervation of it every 
hundredth year. Cement VI. coriidering the (hortnefs of human life, and 
being defirous to impart the bleffings of the facred year to a greater number, or 
rather to quicken the circulation of foreign money at the Exchange of Ro«»e t 
reduced the period to fifty years. Urban VI. thinking it yet too long, mortencd 
it to thirty-three j and Sixtus V. fixed it at twenty- five. The concourle of 
peop'e at thefe times has ofte/n been fo great, that Rome itfelf could fcarce'jr 
contain them. But fewer pilgrims frcm diftant nations have gone there fince 
pcimiifcon was given to the Catholic countries to celebrate Jubilees at home. 
- " Befidct 
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for celebrating fomc new-invented feftival * ; for mum- 
bling fome Pater-noftcn, for fingering often the chap- 
let or rofary f ; for any trifling aft of freakifh faperfti- 

tion - y 

B. fides the ftated times for publishing thefe folemn indulgences, they bare alfo 
been granted for extraordinary occasions ; and Popes have been accuftomed to 
open a Jubilee upon their exaltation. Boniface confined thefe indulgence J to 
thefe who v.fited the thresholds of St. Peter and St. Paul ; two fucceeding Popes 
added St.Jbn de Later an and 6 s /* Mary Major, In the .beginning of the holy 
ycr, a gate is opened in each of thefe, which are walled up at all other timet. 
The Pope himfclf goes to that of St. Peter, and with a golden hammer ftrikes 
it thrice, frying, Open to me the ^atei of righteoufnefs, &c. and inftantly it is 
palled down* the penitentiaries waft it with holy water, &c. — Next morning 
"the Pontiff gives the benediction to the people in forma Jubilei, The peniten- 
tiaries daring the Jubilee give abfolution to the crowd of pilgrims who apply, 
•ad by a touch of their magic rod metamorphofe the greatcft finnert into faints, 
and difmifs them at pure at they came. Thus devout Catholics are not obliged 
to travel lb far at Judea for indulgences, bnt may find a much nearer road to 
faeaveo. What was formerly gained at the holy fepulchre in the eaft, may bo 
had more expeditionfly at the tombs of the apoftles at Rome : and to fave tha 
trouble of croffiog the feat, or of a tedious journey, the angels were fo obliging 
as to carry the virgin's houfe in their arms from Naxareth to Loretto, after> 
baiting Jbme little time by the way; for the truth of which, be/idea the tpfli- 
Booyof the fhepherds who faw it pafling through the air in the night, we have 
the bolls of three different Popes, and an anniverfary feaft of the tranfporta- 
tioa religioufly obferved : 200,000 pilgrims have fometimea been feen there at 
a riae, who, by creeping round the temple on their knees, can carry away as 
miay indulgences as may deliver the fouls of all their ancestors out of purgato- 
ry. This puts one in mind of thefanfta fcala at Rome, the marble (lair which 
Carift afcended with Pilate, which none are peimitted to go up but on their 
knees j but for recompence, at tvery ftep, three years and as many timet forty 
days of pardons are gained, befides the privilege of entering the fanS a fan 8 orum 
above it, where it kept the image of Jefus made, they fay, by angels. But 
what country is not full of privileged places, churches, and altars ? Plating, 
Morcri. Lettret Juives, let. 6*3. MiQbn, Voyage Utah tome ii. p. 85. 

* Innocent VI. appointed the feafls of the nails of the crofs, of the crown of 
thorns, of the fpear of St. Longinus, (the foldier who pierced Chiift's fide), and 
added large indulgences to the obfervation of them. The like have been annex* 
«d to the feafts uf St. Mary, &c. Trithem. in Cbron. Spanh. Bz:v. ann. 1 354. 
f «« There is not,** fays a reverend capuchin, " a city, province, or king- 
"dm where there is not fome fiaternity or altar erected to that lau iable de- 
■* votion, and in honour of that great lady clothed above with the fun and hit 
« ardent rays: and, fincc'that devotion hath been enriched by our fovereign 
« P«ntisT« with fuch incftimabic treafures, there it not a day in the year ia 

which 
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tion * j of, lail of ill, for a few pence f , might be deliver- 
ed 

" whkh the faithful may not obt iin, (o to fpeafc, an ocean of indulgences, 
" and remifiions of temporal pains due to their demerits.'* The duplet or 
rofary is a fpecies of devotion more immediately appropriated to the Virgin Ma- 
ry; inftituted, i Is faid, by 5*. Dominic in confequence of a vifn wherewith 
the virgin honoured him while he preached againft the Albigenfes iri 1108 j qf 
more probably it was borrowed from Mahomet's difciples, who often are feeri 
with their firings of beads at their girdles or in their hands. The rafary is coin- 
pofed of 15 times jo, or 150 Ave M«ries, and 15 Pater -nofters, which feme ta 
commemorate the five joyous, the five Jolorous, arid the five glorious myfteies, 
in which the virgin bad a part. Strame miracul* us virtues have been attri- 
buted to the rofary ; among others, it feem% the memorable battle of Lepanto, 
gained againft the Turks in 2571, was owing to it ; for which catlfe Grego- 
ry XIII. appointed an anniversary folerrinity ro b? obferved, in honour of it,' 
in every church where that fraternity was efrablifhcd. Mctb, Admit . pour ai^t 
ft few. et honor, la Virg, Marie, par R. P. Akxh de Sale, />, 3^9, &c. MoretU 

• " There is not a fingle day at Paris but one may fee at the gate of fomfe 
" church a bill which announces a plenary indulgence; they are now become 
" far more common than ever they were ; fcarce is there one action in religion! 
" to which they are not annexed; the religious orders, efpecially th'ofe who 
•' are in favour at Rome, abound in them ; they are joined to a medal or chip* 
■* let : I have heard it faid, that every Jcfuit, at the canonization of their two laflf 
*' faints Gonzagua and Scaniflas, had five or fix hundred of them to distribute 
" to their devotees and friends. — One would fuppofe that the religious muft be' 
" extremely burdened with debts, feeing they are furnifhed with fo many meant 
*• of discharging them : if one of thefe, when he is rifing, kifs his g rment, he 
" gains an indulgence of fo many days, perhaps a ful one ; if he vifit the ofa- 
<* tofy at a particular time, another indulgence: the drm^lites, it is faid, pre- 
" tend that one gains a confiderable indulgence, when, in feeing anyone of 
«< them, be fays within himfelf, Behold a fervant of Mary. I know not but 
" there is fome indulgence allotted for ailifting at the punishment of the un- 
" happy perfons burnt by the Ipquifition in Spain and Portugal." Htft. dtt 
Droit, pub. Ecclef. Fran, par M. D. B. tome ii. p. x8o, xoj. a Lond. iyj7- 

•f Samp Ton a Francifcan monk, commiffio. ed by Leo X. to publifh his in- 
dulgences in Switzerland about the time t at Tuzel and his aflbciates were feat 
into Germany on the fame errand, cxpofed them to fale in the moft barefaced 
manner. In a great confluence of people, he d< fired they would fir (I make way 
" for thofe who were provided uith money, and he would confider the poor 
" folk afterwards/* At Zurich and Bon he offered them at a lower price 
to the poorer fort, accepting of two batzen, (fomething lefs than twopence), but 
fold them to the rich at a higher p ice Betides the pecuniary terms, he injoin- 
ed the following meritorious acts of devotion ; that tbey ft.ould confefs their 
fins on their knees, and thri e repeat the Pater and the Ave; and fuch as did 
fo had a plenary remiflion : to any who furrcunded the great church of Bern, 

1 three 



I 

I 
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id at once from . all their fears, ahfolved from all their 
guilt, and reftored to primeval innocence *. 

Thp 

three tines, praying, — lie gave the power of freeing any foul they pleafed out 
«f porgttory ; and not only fo, but be farther a flu red them, that if they would 
all upon their bended knees, recite five times the Pater and .the Aw % for the 
relief of the deceafed, the fouls of all the dead belonging to Bern (hould be li- 
berated born from the pains of purgatory arid of hell* and be wafted into hea- 
ven: and fometimes he would exclaim, *' See ! they, fly, they fly !" The 
Kooiih pedlars in Germany were no lefs impudent. — *' if any man purchafes 

* letters of indulgence," faid Teteel, " his foul may rtlt fecure with refpe& 
" to its falvation. The fouls confined in purgatory, for. whofe redemption in- 
" diligences are purchased, as foon as the money tinkles in the cheft, inftantly 

* dcape from that place of torment, and afcend into heaven. The efficacy of 
\, €l faaaigences is fo great, that the meft hainous fin?, even if one (hould violate 
'■ * (if it we're pofliole) the mother of Godj Would be remitted and expiated by 
f " them ; and the perfon be freed both from punifhment and guilt. For twelve 
\ "pence you may redeem the foul of-*your father out of purgatory." Thefe 

woden of pardons were often round gaining and rioting in taverns, and freely 
Jpodiag the money, which was the price of fools, in all manner of debauchery. 
&&%*. frtft. Etdef. § 16. Spanb. Rift. tot. 191 J. Cbcmn. Exam, Cant, Tt\d, 
r &JWI& ad ann. 1518. Claude Dtfenfe it la Ref. p. 102. 

k , 'The form of the apoftolical abfolution ufed by Tetzel was in the following 

[ termij— ,f May Jefus Chrift our Lord have mercy on thee, and absolve thee 

" by the merits of his moft holy paflion j and 1, by his authority, and the au* 
M tborily of the bleiicd apoitles Peter and Paul, and of our moft holy Pope, 
" iDochfafed to thee, and for this purpofe committed to mej do abfolv'c thee, 
" M, from all ecclcfiaftical cenfures by whatever means incurred by thee, 
** and then from all the fin?, faults, and excefles, hitherto committed by thee, 
" however enormous, even thefe reserved to the Apoftolic See, fo far as the 

* keys of the holy mother church extend 5 remitting to thee| by a plenary in* 
" dulgence, the whole puniOiment due to thee in purgatory for the fame } and I 

* reftore thee to the holy facratnents of the church, and the communion of the 
u faithful, and to (hat innocehce and purity in qua eras qumdo baptizatus fiiflh 
* in which thou wart at baptifm j fo fchar, upon thy deceafe, the gates of tor- 
<* ment ma( be (hut, and the gates of the paradife of ^leafures open to thee; 
7 and if thou die nor, this grace may remain to thee entire, when thou malt 
u hereafter be in art'icuk mortu\ In the name of the Father, &c. Amen. 
« Fr. Jab, Tefrel.fubcmmjf. propria manu fcripfi."— In the two bolls of indul- 
gence emitted by Julius II. the following is the form of abfolution : 

Forma abfolutionis in vita toties queries \—Mifereatur tut Dminus nofter Jf 
JiuCbriftus, et per merita fua pajfionis te abfofaat ; auhlarUate cujus et apeftoRca mlbi 
It hoc parte ccmm'ijjj, et tibi conceffa, egd te abfoho ab omnibus peccat'u t*is; in i»- 
wane, &c. Forma abfolutionis ac pleniflima? remiflionis femel itr vita, et in 
^Qoconque mortis articulo :— Mi/ereatar /«i, &c. (ut fupra) 5 ut te abfolvo prU 
m$ si Qtnni fentcntia exemmunieatinis majorU vel tmnm^ ft a**m incurrip t 

M Ain4e 



The fame authority has often in the moft direft manner 
eftablifhed iniqaity by a law ; it has made fornication is 
fome cafes venial # : it has publicly protefted and fupported 
houfes, whofe votaries have profefled to follow rules very 
oppofite to thofc of chaftity and perpetual virginity : the 
hire of courtezans has been brought into the treafury called 
/acred f ; yea, every vice which can difhonour human kind, 

ieinde ah omnibus peecatis tuts, confer endo fibi plenijfimam omnium peccatorum 
lucrum remijftonem; in nomine, &c. Fridtr, Spanh. Hift. Chriftian. § xvi. 
coh 1907, ice, 

• Innocent III. eflablifhej this doctrine, Extra, de Bigamis cap.*— ^w drca r 
pojlulati per fedem apoJioBcam edoceri, Ji prejbyteri plum concubinai babentes, bigami 
ctnfeantw ? Ad quod duximut respondendum, quod cum irregularitatem non inatrrerint 
bigamia, cum eis tanquam Jimplui fornicaticne notaiis, quod ad executionem facerdtta- 
hs officii potent difpenfare. Another cafuift fays, Epifcopus potefi procedere csrttf* 
quetneunque ob peccatum mortale, nifi ejfet jure petmiffum, ut meretricium. 'Another 
father teaches, that " a maid is in pofteffion of her virginity as well as of her 
" body j (he may difpofe of k as fhe pleafcs, to whom fhe plcafes, death or 
" mutilation of members only excepted*** ^ There are various precepts of the' 
'• law of nature fo ebfeure," fays another, " as fcarce to be underftood evelr 
« by learned -and faithful men j fuch is the precept forbidding fimple fonrica-' 
«* tion, when ufed with prudent caution, on account of the virtuous education of 
« children, if exifting. The cafe is fimilar with refpeft to tinchaftity, efpeci- 
** ally .when neceflary to health,'' &c. — Hear only the canonist's definition of 
a whore, and when a woman, may orthodoxly receive that appellation; Mere- 
trix eft, qua admiferit plures quam viginti tr'ia hminum miltta.-y-A good- Catholic 
one truly !— Here is morality pretty pure with a witnefs ! -Emman, Sa Apbor. 
^in Epifc. Bauny, Scmm. des Pecb. p* 1^8. Extrait des AJhrt. danger, etc. De- 
tret, dtflinff. 34. e. Glrjf. 

■fp Paul HI. is faid to have maintained noiefs than 45,000 courtezans. Sir* 
Ub IV. buildrd flews, and/received 2000 ducats from them yearly; which jtr* 
fats* Mantua* s character of Rome : — l/rh eft jam lota lupanar. *' Vous Qe vont 
" addreficz pas trop bien qnand vous me demanded lequel 1' emporte de Ve- 
" nife au de Rome, fnr 1* article des courtezannes* II ne m'en paroit pas taut 
« ici qu* a Venife, mais il ne faut rien comlurre de la, car d'ailleurs on m'ailbre 
•< que le norobre en eft preTque infini. Qbclqae entreprenant que fut Sixte V, 
<* ct quelcjoe envie qu'il eut d' en nettoyer Rome, vous fjavez, qu'ii n'en put 
" jamais venir a bout : et non feulement cek, mais apres avoir eloigne let plus 
« impudiqucs, il fut oblige de les rappeller et de les retablir aufft (blcnnelleroegt 
« qu' elles V avoient etc par Sixte IV. Ce fat, dit-on, pour eviter de pin* 
l < grands pechea. S. Paul dit qu'il vaut v.'ieax Je matter que brHer\ et a Rome 
*< on ne veut pas broiler, mais on troove que les femmes d' emprunt font un meil- 
leuT sttnede." Atl. Geogr. vol ii. p. 1473. Voyage de MiJJbn, tome 11. p. 48. 
fra.P40U, Hi/?, du Couc* de Treaty L i. ana. 1537. 

C*en 
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tvcnfiich as are not fo much as named among the Gentiles, 
have been eftimated at a certain price, and a book of rates 
fettled for regulating the taxes to be paid for them into the 
ecdefiaftical Chancery # . 

Auricular 

* A book was publifhed at Rob* entitled,/ The Tax of the Jpojhfic Chancery : 
in which the price of abiblutien from every vice was fettled : of the abo- 
ninable nature of which the following extract may ferve as a fpecimen : " He 
" who had been guilty of inceft with his mother, filler, or other relation, 
44 either in confanguinity or affinity, is taxed ac 5 grofs. The abfolution of 
" him who has deflowered a virgin, 6 grofs,— Tie abfolution of him who has 
" Bordered his father, mother, fifter, or wife, 5 or T grofs.— The abfolution 
"tod pardon of all a&s of fornication, committed by any of the clergy, in 
41 what manner foever ; whether It be with a nun, within or without the 
" limits of the nunnery ; or with his relations in confanguinity or affinity, 
" or with his god-daughter, or with any other women whatsoever j and whether 
" alio the did abfolution be given in the name of the clergyman himfelf only, 
1 " or of him Jointly with his whores, with a difpenfation to enable him to take 
"and hold his orders and ecclefuftical benefices, and with a claufe alio of 
"inhibition, 30 tourncts, and 9 or 13 ducats: and if be fides the above he 
" receives abfolution from fodomy, or beftiility, with the difpenfation and 
" dauft of inhibition, as before, 19 tovrnois, 12 ducats, and € carhns. — A nun 
a "having committed fornication feveral times, within and without the bounds 
* of the nunnery, (hall be abfolved, and enabled to told all the dignities of her 
' " order, even that of Abbefs, by paying 36 tourMis and 9 ducats.— The ab- 
" foiution of him who keeps a concubine, with aifpenfation to take and hold 
u his orders and ecdefiaftical benefices, 21 tournois, 5 ducats and 6 car tins. F~r 
"a dead man that is excommunicated, for whom his parents are Suppliants, a 
a letter of abfolution is fold'for a ducat and 9 car Has, v>c."— — This book has 
been often printed both in Popifh and Protcftant countries $ and the Proteftant 
Princes inferted it among the caufes of their rejecting the council of Trent. 
When the Papifts faw What ufe the Proteftants made of it, they put k into the 
lift of prohibited books, upon the pretence of its having been cotrupted by the 
heretics, or Protectants: but the many editions. of it which have been publifti- 
«« i* Popifh countries and which the Papifts themfelves cannot and do not 
duwrn, are more than fufficient to juftify the reproaches of the Proteftants and 
to cover Rome with confufion, if (he were capable of it. It was printed at 
*wne, 1514, at Cologne, 1515, at Paris, 1520, 1545, and 16*5 ; at Venice, 
^h in the 6th vol. of Oceanus juris, and again in the 15th vol. of the fame 
wflefcion reprinted 1584 cum ftcentia fuperiomm ; and it continued to be 
phl'dy fold at Rome In the latter end of lad century ; as well as the fame in- 
famous taxes and trade of difpenfations practically allowed. Of this book 
Claude Efpence, a Doctor of Paris, fpeaks in the following texm?, Proflat et ia 
F e fi*pn meretrlcc fedet, Hhcr palapi ac pulHce bit injpnjfus, et fodkque ut ofim 
M 2 venalti % 
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Auricular confeffions, and the ordinary absolutions of- 
the ghoftly fathers, eftabliflied by the church of Rome, ar.e 
near a-kih to the foregoing, and of a like mifchievous ten- 
dency: they abate the confcioufnefs and dfead of evil: 
and by the manner in which they are managed, traps arq 
laid for the innocent, the guilty plunged in deeper guilt f , 
and the moft habitual and incorrigible offenders hardened 
in prefumptionf . "While the prieftly authority is hereby 

exaltec^ 

.ntVtfot T*** Camera;, ft u C a nee 11 arise faodtollcx, inftrtftui ; in quo pips. 
Jetlerum difcai licet, quam in omnibus omnium vitiorum fummifiis et fummarus y 
■et plurimls liccnUa, omnibus autem abjblutio empturientibus propojifa.—* 
Kabeatjam Roma pndtrem f Spanh, 'Rift, § xiv'. col. 1743. ^/. 5/o^r. jjol, i. f. . 
14. Mifl. Voy. d\It*l. let. 15. Claud* Efp. eomm % in Ep. ad Tit. e. 'up- 479. 

"• The advantage? hereby given, to a licentious clergy for the purpofes of \ 
vice and reduction are obvious: the vail of fecrecy, the knowledge of paft •■ 
failings and compliances with the eatholicon or" universal remedy of, abfolmfoP, 
ready at hand ; mull weaken the guard of virtue, and pat perfons almoft entirely 
in the power of the prieft. ' And this power it is well known has been in the 
moft fcaridalous manner abufed. 'The buTlf which have been publiihed by (bme 
Popes, contra filGcitan/cs in confeffione, as thofe of Pius IV. and Gregory XV» 
ferve only to fhow how general and irremediable thefe practices were become-' 
in conference of that emitted by Pope £ius, in Spain all wives and womea 1 
tvere ftricMy enjoined, under the fevered cenfures, to difcover, within thirty days 
to the holy tribunal, ail fuch priefts as had thus proflituted and profaned the 
iaeramental confeffions. This brought in fuch crowds to give evidence again$ 
the father confeflbrs, that twenty fecretaries and as many in qu if) tors, appointed 
to take depositions, were too few for the purpofe. Hereupon the inquifitor* al^ 
lowedKhirty days more for receiving and registering' convictions : and when. 
thofe days were expired they found it necelTary a third and a fourth time to re- 
peat the fame indulgence ; that perfons of better figure might fteal an opportu- 
nity to confefs without the knowledge of their hufbands and without roufinjg 
their jealoufy, in which however they very feldom focceeded. But after all the 
numbers of convictions received, when judgment was expected to have been 
jflued out, the whole affair was quaflicd and never examined into, nor heard of, - 
any more. — How indecent the very rules are, prefcribed to confeflors, and what 
improper liberties they are alloaved to ufe under the colour* of that fictitious 
facrament,'is abundantly manifest from the Roman Penetential, Buchart** de- 
crees b. xix, and from the numerous books of the Cafuifts; that of the $eae- 
dlctibes concerning confeflions, and Cardinal Tplct's ixjlruftipn to pricftf.— 
^handler's Hjf. *f Perfecut. p. 215, a 1 6. . . .. 

•f Nothing can confirm peifohs more in a vinous cour/e, than tbefe reiterated 
confeflions and absolutions, promifcubufly allowed to all. Many of their divines 
have maintained that the impenitent ought to be abfolved, though there fboutf 
be no appearance or hope of amendment, yea, that abfolution fets men free 

from' 
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exalted, and the fcireft opportunities afforded them of 
friwing fedirion, hatching plots and fecre* confpiracies j 
fhey are at the fame time prohibited by the roles of their 
religion from difcovering auy defigns or praftices, however 
prejudicial to the fUte or dangerous to princes *, which 

may have been imparted to them in this channel, 

" ■■ ■ . Thc 

from the neceffify of doing goo) works: Bcllarmine faith, that «f papal pardons 
T : * difcharge us from obedience to the commandment or* God which enjoins 
" to do yiorh -worthy of repentance" Suarez and Filutius affirm, that 'f the 
" prieft is obliged to believe his penitent upon his own word: and that th$re 
"is noneceflity the confeflur fhould be perfpaded that the refolution of his 
4< penitent will be effectual, nor indeed that he think it probably may: but it 
. " isfafficiect to imagine that at that inftant he hath fbmc fych intention in 
w general, though he expe£l that he fhould fall again in a fliort time. And 
" this is ananimottliy the doctrine of all our authors." '* S me authors 
" affirm/ 1 (ays another, '* that abfolution ought to be denied $0 tfiofc who fall 
" often into the fame fins, efpecially when after they bav* been divers times 
" abfolved, there is not the Jeaft appearance of any amendment; mx>d tjiere are 
" others that hold the contrary. But the only true opinion it, that, they ought 
M not to be denied abfolution." — " They ought not to be denied or delayed 
w iMolution who continue in habitual fins, again ft the laws of pod, nature 
M sad the church, though they difcover not the leaft hope of amendment, 
" ttfi emendations futurx uullafpet appareat.'* u Nay farther, abfolution is 
'I not to be denied to him who acknowledges, that the very preemption o£ 
" being abfolved had encouraged him to fin with much more freedom than he 
* might have done, had it not been for that preemption."—" 4nd if this' 
N were not true," adds another, V there would be no afe of confeftion as to 
" the peateji part of the world, and there would be no other remedy for fin- 
" acrs than the bough of a tree and a falter." Bclhrm. de penit. I. iv. cb. 
13. Fillat. mor, qutft. torn 1. tratl. 7. Suarez. tome 4. par, 3. difp, 3*. Bauny 
Thai. mor. tr. 4. a. 15, and ft*. Cauffm.p. an. 

• The feal of confeflion is fo clofe and inviolable that nqne may prefnme 
to open it except perhaps the Pope by the plentitodc of his power, whereby he 
fliay difcover what is tran facie d or in agitation in the utmo(| ends of the earth, 
and may render himfclf matter of the moft important fecrets of princes and 
courts. $ut wjiat pafles in confei^pn may be revealed to none other under 
any pretence whatever : let it be a )>urpofe of murder or aiTaffi nation, or trea- 
*° B » u There can be no evil fo great,** fays EucLtmon Jobannei, u a* to war* 

rant the betraying of confeflion for the fake of avoiding or preventing it."— - 
" Itmuft be remembered, fays Tfilet, that the obligation of the feal is fuch 
" rtat on no account whatever, not even for faving a peraWs own life, no r 
.' y« for the preservation of the whole commonwealth, can a confefibr reveal 
!' $* fin of his penitent."— Yea Btnet roundly aflerts, " that it were better 
u all kings were (lain, than that one confeflion ihodtd be revealed, becaufe 
. conf «ffion is by divine law, but the power of princes by human* Jaw." $<> 

likewife 
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The. PopUh religion farther endangers the interefts ©f - 

, morality and civil foeiety by eftabliftiing it as ? maxim, that 

a blind attachment and obedience to the Romifti church, 

and unbounded zeal for its faith, constitute the firft, the 

highcft and almoft the only duty of a good Catholic * f to 

-which 

likawife Emmanuel Sa and Suarez, And the pra&ices of Romanifts have in 
this reflect been agreeable to their principles. When the gun-powder treafon 
wm forming in England they lavished difpenfations and absolutions upon the 
confpirators to encourage and confirm them in their treafon j and ma» J c their 
, facrament of confeflton to be a lock and key to let in and keep out whom they 
pleafed. — Garnet the provincial of the Jefuits, acknowledged at his trial, that 
Gieenwell had informed him of all the particulars of the plot, but that it was 
under the feal of confefiion, and therefore he could not reveal it. — Joanville, 
who attempted the life of William Prince of Orange, Was confefied by a Jaco- 
bin friar, who fo far from difclofing or discountenancing his infernal purpofe, 
itrongly fortified him in it, per biding him that he mould go invisible, for 
which end be gave him ibme characters in paper; frogs bones, and other ma- 
gical charms: after which he accompanied the villain to the prince's court, 
and at the foot of the flair gave him his blcfling. In the time of the league in 
Fiance rebellion was nourimed and propagated under the fame made ; and the 
zealous Catholics went the length of denying abfolution to all who refuted to 
take arms again ft their fovereign. The canons and chapters of Rheims fet 
forth a mandate through the whole diocefe, forbidding all curates and vicars un- 
der the pain of excommunication and fufpenfion to admit to abfolution, or to 
the facrament of the altar thofe who would not oblige thesn/elves by oath to 
renounce the fervice of the king, and fign the league. Cotton the Jefuit, con- 
feflbr to Henry the Great, was interrogated one day by the king what he 
thought of the maxim attributed to his order, that when any one had devifed 
the death of a king, 4 be to whom it might be revealed in confefliofl, ought to 
keep the fecret inviolably ; he anfwered that it was a good and Chriftian doc- 
trine. The king then afked him what he would do, if one mould disco- 
ver to him a confpiracy againft his perfon, if 'he could not prevail upon the 
guilty perfon to defift from it by his counfels 5 he replied, " that he would 
€t place his own body between the king and the blow, and fave him at the ex* 
u pence of his life." What a pity that the fawning Jefuit, was not at hand, 
apd as good as his word, when Ravaillac gave the mortal (lab 1 Eud, Jo. im 
AniicQtt. cap. 13. Tclet de inftr. facerd. /. iii. ch. 16. Emman. Sa Aph. Suar. de 
pec nit. dijp. xxxiii. § 1. linet ap. Caufab. in epift. ad Eud. Jo. Memr. /a 
JProU f. 49. Cla. Martyr. Rift, de V edit de Nantes tome ii. p. ix, et 230. 

* Bernard, in one of his epiftles to Pope Innocent, writes, that it was the 
common complaint that jaftice was periled in the church, and that the power 
of Bfhpps was become contemptible, and that tbey were unable to punifh of- 
fenders or coned diforderf, " becaufc offenders,*' faith he, " appeal to you 

" and 
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U-hich all others muft be fubordinate, and give place: theft 
are fufficient to compenfate for the wantx>f every good qua- 
lity, to atone for every bad, without which the higheft de- 
gree of human excellence is accounted as nothing. Thefe 
alone can conduft a perfon by the fhort and fureft road to 
honour, and in fpite of ignorance, folly, injuftice, deceit, 
lies, perjury, cruelty, and murder, will infallibly inrol his 
name among Rome's faints, heroes, or martyrs. 

The number of holidays, injoined by the laws of that re- 
ligion, have>alfo a mod baneful influence. The church of 
Rome hath confecrated fuch a variety of thefe, that a de- 
vout obferver of them will fcarcely find time for any thing 
$lfe. "What with falls and feftivals together, fixed or move- 
able, mortfolemn and lefs fohmn, double >femidouble ovftmple $ 

41 and Co the Rotten court, and what the biftops determine with joftice ybfc 
" cancel and repeal, and what they forbid you determine and appoint j and if 
" there he men either of the laity, « rgy, or religious, who are more wicked 
" and profligate than other men, they run to the court of Rome,, and they have 
« ran&uary and protection ; and, having fuch defenders, they return and ifc* 
•«' fult over thofe who pretebd to correct them/' — " I have always been f«r- 
" prised," fays Bay le, '• at the ftrange difference made between error* and 
" vices, and to fee the (pint of the Catholic religion much more contrary to 
" th: opinions which agree not with her decisions, qu & la vie dcreglee, than 
«« to a wicked life. No difficulty is made to inter in the churches a man kilh- 
«« ed in a duel, notorioufly guilty of a thoufand debaucheries. If a great lord 
" staling by night into the houfe of another great lord, pur coucher avee fm 
44 fmme t be killed by the domeftics, he will ncverthelefs make his appearance 
M in a fuperb chapel, honoured with an epitaph. But mould a worthy divine, 
" s)ifting«iihed by his good anions, have had the misfortune to refufe confefiion 
•* in hi* laft fickneis, he would te a man regarded with horror, and would he 
— carried forth to the highways or ditches after his death. Should a man con- 
« fefs that he did not believe that it was lawful to invoke the faints, he would 
" run a greater hazard of being difmified without abfoiution, than if he ha3 
« confefled murder, theft, or adultery. In Spain, where an infinity cf immo- 
« r»l and fcaadalous proportions may be vented with impunity, ftould one af- 
*« fert, that the body of St. James was net in Galicia, that the virgin is not the 
«' queen of the world, and that the was net carried to heaven body and foul, he 
« would be dragged that infant to the prifons of the holy office, from whence 
«* he would never depart." JBirii. Ep. 178. Pfttfits diverjes fur la ComaSe 9 
Hme ii. 5 259. 

fcarce 
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fcarce one day is left free from the beginning of the year to 
the end or it, wherein a man may labour and do all his work : 
as if mankind were formed to live, like the chamelion, up- 
on air, or were to be fed miraculoufly, by .the favour or 
thefe k tutelar faints and angels* to whom fo many prayers 
are offered up, and fo many vigils, feUfts, and revels, kept; 
as if they had nothing elfe to do but read dr hear legends^ 
run about in proceffions after images* and roar, caper, andj 
get drunk in honour of an idol. Befides the fuperftition and 
idolatry infeparable from the obfervation of thefe days,' and 
the hurt they do to public and private families by marring 
induftry, rendering perfons liftlefs to the ordinary bufinefs 
of life,— by increafing idlenefs and its attendant, poverty, 
— they alfo relax and corrupt the manners of the people,, 
and habituate them to nothing but diffipation and criminal 
licence^ as may be clearly difcerned in every Catholic coun- 
try, where thefe feftivals are fo devoutly obfervdd. Neve* 
were greater diforders and extravagances feen in the Luper* 
calta, or feafts of Flora, amohg the Bacchanals or Cory^ 
hantesy than are ftill praftifed tipon the great Romifli fefti-' 
irals, if we except only a certain facred rite, a very edifying 
operation performed by the priefts of Cjbik, which w6uld 
be no lefs needful and becoming to be inflifted updn the v 
priefts and fhaved votaries of the virgin, feeing they cau- 
tioufly, dedine perfornifng it voluntarily ppdn themfelve* 
fyhen they take their vows; During Carnival time, aH per- 
fons abandon themfelves to pleafure and aiverfions; nothing 
is to be heard but mufic and mirth, Vociferated oaths and 
blafphemies 5 - nothing to be feen but farces, coniedies,' 
itfafques, harfequln dances, gaining, fighting, riot; and lewd- 
nefs. The religious in their cloifters feel the facred fury, and 
participate in the common merriment. Convents^ as Well asr 
ftreeti atid priVat6 houfes, are converted into theatres: nitris 
appear in fantaftic ctrefles, and monks ftroll about in the 
character of buffoons and fcaramouches*; bufinefs is at a 

• Lettres Jmves, let. 6$. 

i . ftand, 
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fiaftd, the (hop and work-houfe deferted, public offices 
Ihut up; courts of judicature fufperided J and all virtue, fo* 
briety, and common fenfe banifhed. No wonder the foberer 
Turks, whfen refiding in Europe, and beholding the beha- 
tio\ir.V)f the inhabitants at thoie tinies, while ftrangers to 
their language add religion, have been obliged to afcribe 
thefceffe&sto a kind of periodical nwdnefs, wherewith 
they believed Chriftians to be every year ieized, of which 
they ait cured again by putting fome afhes upon their 
beads* j which is done with like cfevotion on Ember wek> 
vhen the lad and fallen fit regularly begins to fucceed the 
berry, arid the patent, kept under ecclcfiaftical regimen, 
firoft rdinquUh deadly roaft-beef and mutton, and content 
Kadelf with cod and delicious tiirbot, unlefs thefpiritual 
phyfitiaa and caterer, who can change the eflential proper- 
ties of things, be plfeafed otherwife to allow f. 

Indeed 

• iuflcqtuus, Mtjfotty voyage, &c. 
. f " The inftitution of Lent was founded upon our Saviour*! faft of forty 
" fep in the wildernefs j at if weak impotent mortals, could imitate the omni* 
? potent Son of God in works done by divine power only I They might as well 
u fttettnd to walk upon the fea once a- year, or to raife the dead at all times: 
" befidef, our Saviour performed this fa ft but once, and his apoftles never, at 
" far at we know. Once a twelvemonth you mufi keep Lent, is not a gofpel pre* 
n cepr. , The Popi(h pi i efts know well, that it is entirely impofiible that all 
w man (kould comply with this their discipline of hunger j and perhaps that 

* scry impoffibility is their beft reafon for maintaining it. Jt is certain that 
** from hence they draw vaft gain, by hiring out difpcnlations for eating on thai 
w <uji of fafling j and the lucre which they make by breaking the canon, is an 
" ooanfwerable argument for defending it. No man is denied the privilege of 
" breaking Lent, who can pay for breaking it. Be who cannot fail at all, 
" nay, for a competent fee, eat n<h, which it a more luxurious diet than fleflj j 
" and he who cannot fad upon fiu, may, for a more competent fee, faft upoa, 
" s btUyful of roaft beef, which, though a chatter fort of food than fifli, if 
u more ftiiltly forbidden by that church.— Indeed, fuch are the vaft fees arising 
M to the Popi(h church from licences for i liberty to cat when it it a duty to 
M ftft» that the whole inftitution of failing there, (eeros only a religious rogue* 
" Vf» defigmed for ftarving the people, to feed the prieih.— Even the Prottftant 

* ftiefts, long fince the Reformation, have known how to make the right ufe 

* of this power. I myfelf have (een feveral formal difpenfations, figacd by 
" Arcbbilhop Shd-'ort, u ne'er the archacpifcopal feaJ, to licence the taring of 

N " flam 
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Indeed the whole religions jyftem of Papifts,.; (b far as 
they have i added to*o£ changed the. real inftnufipns of 
Chriflianity,^tbe whole traifl of their, rites and.aer$rnoni!S$* 
We a tendency \o \m\fa fobft*atial j^ofodgefs *&& all tree 
jaorality oat of (he world, by : fob fti taring the; idle,. an<J 
worfe than idle pageantry of fuperftitifm. in their. pla<fc*V 
While they fo affiduoufly tithe their mint, annift* and wm- 
miftt they negleEt the weightier matters of the law> faith, 
judgment^ and mercy: while they are fo exceedingly attach* 
pd to the commandments of men, and fo ftricftly obferrant 
of the endlefi.tradjWons of their reverend tafkmafters, they 
njake the commandnaQnts of God.of np effefti and will 
find little Toons and lefs indiriationto obey them : nor can 
fhey have jnueh.to fear from the violation of them 5 .for* if 
they belifeve.tbe doftrine of their blind guides, a little de- 
votion towards the Virgin Maty will infallibly feccire them 
fi[om damnation f: a fplinter of wood, a rufty nail, a 

inonk's 

•' flem in Lent ; which difpenfationi, T prrfumt, were not granted without ftp- • 
H plication and fees." Independ. Wbtg> No, 34. . »• . 

• " Popery introduceth an endlefs train of fenfelefs and filly, yet fhewy and 
" fanclimonicm obfervances ; the parade of which plays fo perpetually upon* 
'• the imagination, as to leave neither leifure nor difpofkion for minding any 
" thing more rational or more real. So many facraments, fa ft s, and feftivalf, 
*' boWever fuperfluoes, abfurd, and hnrdenfome j foch indefatigable faying and 
u hearing of prayers, though in an unknown tooguej fuch continual croffingt, 
*• and counting of* beads, though perFe&Iy chiMifh j fuch external grimaces and 
" bowing to images, though rank idolatry; all this with a great deal more of 
" the- fame Icind, being mixed up with infinite Solemnity, doth fo intoxicate 
*' the unguarded populace, that they fancy tbemfelves wonderfully devout and 
** holy, for being out ot meafure lu perditions." Tillstfin, 

+ This k taught in the devotional books, full of blafphemy, common in the 
■hands of Papifts. *• The fovereign qoeen of heaven," fays one of them, •« not 
•* only cherifhes affectionately her fervants, eanobles them with lingular pre* 
<* . rogatives, fu cours them in their necefllcies, and efpeufes their caufes j but fhe 
" alfofaves them by her prayers from deferved punifhment, and introduces them 
"- into the kingdom of heaven. — Of all thefe prerogatives this laft appears to be 
m the mcfl Angular,' and worthy of admiration : for it is a thing very /fringe, 
" that, according to the common opinion of doctors, none of thofe who live and 
* die her fcrvants can by any m:ans whatever ftn aucurt fapn que a frit) be 

" damned. 
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flonk's COv/\, or an' old co/fin, will impart to then) a fanc- 
ying virtue : the benedi&ion of the prieft, or a little holy 
water, will at any time wafh away all their fins ; and, if 

holy 

u femnsd* - Yca^even many of them who are wicked and abandoned, at daily 
*' experience fho*s, have iniracutoufly obtained mercy and eternal life. . 

•' We read, in MartiqlU Grand, of a Woman very much given to lafcivipus 
" tod impure practice* j but amidft a!) her imperfections me had fuch a great 
"lore and affection for the Virgin, that '/he never let a day pafs without 
NBtJunf ner feven devfeut obei&accs, accompanied with an Avt Maria, Ytt 
M that woman was a common and mercenary proftitutc, particularly to pne of 
" chief note in the place, who had a fpoui'e very devout and virtuous, who, 
** impitient of fuch an affront, every day prayed the Virgin to avenge her of 
u that urumpet. One day falling dewn before her image, flie faid to her, O 
" my deareft Lady, mirror of all purity, how can you fuffcr that harlot to in- 
" fitft me,— to rob 'me of my honour :— punifh, punifh her, I pray you, and 

" take fitch exemplary vengeance as may deter all from like practices. JB ut 

" the image, (O ftrange power of a prayer rightly made), the image, animated 

*' by miiacle, anfwered her, My well beloved, it is not pciiibJe for me to fa- 

• °. ^Jjoux defire, not as if I knew not very w ell the juftice of your complaint, 

" and of the re feet men t of the ourrage which, that huffey does y C u j but the 

V honour and refpect which (he dill hears to me, amidft all her thforaers, tie 
° up my hands, and forbid the chaflifement wi.icb you dtfire. But, that you 
41 nay not be altogether unfuccefsful in yi-ur fuir, I fhall try, for your comfort, 
" to obtain of my fon for. her a perfect compunction of heart; and an entire re- 
u treat from fuch a deteftable life} which fl.e accordingly did.— We read that 
** it wai revealed to a holy perfon, that the Virgin hath fuch credit and autho- 
" My in heaven, that flae obtains of her ton whatever fte demands fa her fa- 
* rowites, even fo far as very often to make him revoke the fentences of their 
€t condemnation j which may be ve»y eafily believed : for if a cardinal, as fayt 
" Paul de Caftro, hath the power to deliver a ciiminal led f«;:th to execution 
<l by putting bis hat upon his head} much more hath the mother of God power 
4( to deliver a poor (inner whom ijhe greataefc of his ouenccs hath bound over to 
** eternal death, by covering hiin *ith the mantle of her fweet pity/* 4? Gt 

" St. Anfelm records, that a famous robber entered one morning into the 
« cottage of a poor widow with an intention of robbing her x but,- judging -her 
4t unworthy of Jiis rapine, he began- to accoft her in a familiar and mcrry-flraiir 
" And have you bwtakfafled yet, my good woman ? I breakfaft, sir, (fijrf 
'* iht) ; God forbid that I (bould fo violate the vow I have made to fait every 

V Saturday nf jhe year. Every Saturday ! and why that ? replied he. Becaufe, 
*i anfwered the widow, I have heard from a preache? yerj famous in doctrine 
u and frill more fo for the /anctity of his life, that whoever fafts on .Saturday 
" in honour of our JLady, cannot die without cDnfe/Tion, 'The robber, at thefe 
41 woids, felt compunction, £11. down on his knees, and promifed and fwore to 

' N * "the 
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holy water tan do the tnjfinefs, why (hould they trcmblq 
themfelves about 4 holy life, ? - 

JJut what (hall we fay of the morality of Jefuits I one of 
the moft learned and powerful orders of the church of 
Rome in later time9; whofe fchools and femiriaries, and 
confequently their fyft'ems and dp^trines, are now authoriz- 
ed by 6riti(h law; whole fyftem is only the quiqteuence 
of genuine Popery, and the ordinary do&rine* of the whole 
tribe of Popes and fchoolmen carried to their higheft degree! 
of improvement*: — men, who have tortured invention to 
"" ; ' ' ' * '"■ , * " ' Reconcile 

*• the queen of angels to faft every Saturday too : which prom'fe he kept invio~ 
" lably ever after.' but, aft he flill continued his robberies, he was one' day fur* 
*' priced by feme travellers, who by a ftrolte of a fword feparaied his head from 
" his body; His executioners, thinking they had done his bufinefs fufficiently,' 
" withdrew from him' a few ftepsj when lo ! the head of him that was killed 
" (0 Upldum caput! J fell a crying, Confeffbn, wafers, I beg at leaf that I may 
" have cnffJ/Utt. After they had a little recovered from the aftohifhment and • 
** panic which fuch a prodigy cau'fed, they ran to the next village to advertife 
u the curate, who immediately came accompanied with a great multitude ot 
** his |Mriihioners/defirous to heboid the miracle; anH, having joined the head 
*« of die robber to nil body, gave him tohfeffiori as he defired. That "being 
" done,' the penitent, bavirig thanked him for bis feood office, faid to him, witS 
«« ■ voice fb diftinct and high as to be eafily heard by all prefent, faafien, I never 
«< did any good in all my lifetime, except my having faffed every' Saturday in honour ' 
« cf the mother of God. In the very infant I received the deadly blow, a frightful 
«< troop of 'devils furrounded me for to feize my foul :' but the blefled Virgin' 
" coming to my aid, (he drove thefe forthwith far from me by her divine pre- • 
« fence, 'and would hot fuffer my foul to leave my body till I mould be fumci- 
** ently contrite, "and make confeflson of my fins, tit fpoke'thus, and, having 
«* entreated the attendants to pray for him, he parted from this life into one 
«• nvre happy and glorious."' Alex. deSa'U, Meih. four few. fe honor. UVh-gl 
jfor. imprint* avec approb. dtverfts. ' ' 

• • When the" dcChine of the Je'fuits was (b warmly attacked by fome other or- 
deti of the church of Rome, laft' century, efpecfafly by the ingenious author 
of the Provincial Letters, various apolegtfts appeared for tbem; who, inftead 
of denying that the proportions imputed to rtiem were to* be found in the. 
writings of the Jef nits, endeavoured to vindicate them *by /hewing their con-1 
formityto the'doArihedf the ancient fcholaftics, and the whole approved ichoof 
of the Roman church. Some of the moft fcahdalous of them they proved wet* 
i* he found in Thomas of Aqnin, Cajetan* Sotus, Navarre, Sylvefter Prieriit, 
be. M It U»" &ys d: Alembett, « too fadly certain, (and the hiftory of thofe" 



reconcile the human mind to every horrid form of vice, and 
to teach mankigd tQ cojftpiit whatever is in vulgar language 
galled evjj, wUhppt arjy of the ordinary feelings pf guilt 
4pd rcnwfc i Vh» h^ve boldly attempted tq effeft, by the 
force of cafuiftry, what the fupreme Pontiffs have done by 
their plenitude of power, namely, to make void all law and 
obligation, — to chapge the, eflence of thipgs, and make fin 
to be no fin $ forcing immutable truth to yield to logical 
fubtilties, and ftubborn virtue pliantly to bend to the inte^ 
refts and corrupt inclinations of mortals. 

They have exempted mankind from love* and all inward 

homage: 

*f Cri^hiful times furnl (he$ the moft t^l<fVing proofs of it), thaf the maxim $ 
** imputed to Giugnard and the Jefuits, r pe&ing the murder of kings, were 
•* tben-thofe of all the religious orders, and of almolr all the ecclefiaftics.*'— 
** We mult diiringuifli," fays the fame author, " betwixt the juridical means; 
** by which the deftruction of the Jefuits was accompliwed, and the otjacr mo- 
«« rives, no le's equitable, of that deflection. It muft not be thought that 
*• either the conftitutionsof thefc fathers, nor the doctrine laid to their charge, 
«« were the only caufe of their ru'n, though that was indeed the only judiciary 
** one, and consequently the only one of which mention was made in the arrett 
« pafied again/* them. It is but too true, that many other orders have very 
" pearly, for a principle, th.t fame fervile obedience which the Jefuits vow to 
•< their fuperiors and the Pope : it is hut too true, that a thousand other doctors, 
** and religious have taught the doctrine of the church's power over the tempo- 
«• rti' affairs of princes; it was not merely hecaufe the Jefuits were believed to 
4t he jvorfe Frenchmen than the other monks, that they were destroyed and) 
<« difperfed: it 'is hecaufe they were regarded, and with reafon, as the moft 
«« formidable by their intrigues, and by their credit.** Jnudeut Gu'meneus. 
jfpot. four la da/uiji. Claud, Def. ds la Reft f>. 20. X>* jQcmb. f*r la Deflr. da 
?/. >M5> 93> 94." 

' • Sfcobar collects the different (cntiments of the (ained divines of the fo- 
ciety, upon the qneftion, -when is a man obliged to have aBually an afi&'mfi* 
Cod? &ojne of which are as follow j Suaiez fays, " it is fufficient a man 
*• love him before he dies] not aligning any particular time. Vafques, that 
•* it is fufficieut e'vcfh at the point of death. Others when a man receives his 
•« haptifm. Others when he is obliged to be tontrite. Others upon holidays. 
« But our father Cafiro Palas difoutcs againi! all thofc opinions, and that 
« Joflly. Hurtado de Mendoza pretends that a man is obliged to do it once . 
« every year, and that we are very gently dealt withal to be difpenfed with 
" fcom doing it oftrner. Our father Conintk believes a man to be obliged 
• «»..• « : « 9B ce 
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homage # to the Deity, and charity to toen, and fo daftiiM 
pieces both tables of the eternal law:*they^havt made it 
almoft as eafy to praftife all virtue, if -the*e can bi? fuch a 
tiling upon their plan, and to evite every' fault as it is to 

" once in three or four years. Hcnriguez, once in five yean. But Filiuttut 
" affirms it to be probable that in rigor, a man is not obliged every five years. 
" When then ? he refers it to the judgment of the wife." Anthony Sirmond 
leaves the point undecided j " Saint Thomas faith, that 1 man is obliged to love 
" God as foon as he is mailer of his rcafon and discretion. But that is a Unit 
*' too foon. Scotus, every Sunday : upon what ground ? Others when a man 
" is in fome grievous temptation. Solus when a man receives fome benefit 
" from God. It is good to be thankful. Others, at the point of death : that 
'* is Somewhat of the Uteft. I cannot perfuade myfelf that it ought to be done 
4C at\very reception of fome facrament: For in that cafe attrition with con- 
u feffion is fufficient, if it ftand with a man's convenience. Suarez fays, that 
" a man is obliged thereto at fome certain time. But what lime ? Of that he 
« letves you to judge yourfelf, as not knowing what to fay to it. Now what 
" that Doctor knew not, I know not who does know. " It is faid we mall 
n lbve God by doing his will, as if we had all the affection that could be, that 
** is, as if the. motive of charity inclined us thereto. If this really happen, it 
" is fo much the better 5 if not, we iiiall neverthelefs in rigour, (till obey the 
*< commandment of love, by doing the works thereof (o that (do but ob- 
* ferve the goodnefs of God) we are not fo much commanded to love him, as 
'• not to hate him." Efeob. tr, i. ex. a. n. ai. et tr. $. ex, 4. ». 8. Sinn, 
ief. virt. tr. i. § 1. Myft. of Jef. p. 141, 14a. 

* Sanchez affirms, that '« a man doth not commit any fin, or is guilty of 
" any irreverence towards God when he prefumes to addrefs himfclf to him 
<' in his devotions having an actual inclination mortally to offend him/* 
Hurtado and Conine k teach, that- " it is enough to be bodily prtfent at mafs, 
" though a man be abfent as to the mind ; provided he behave himfclf with a 
•' certain external reverence.'* Values ftill more indulgent fays, « That a 
«' man fulfils the precept of hearing mafs, even though he have not the* 
«' leaft intention to hear it.** Efcobar fays, *' if a man intends to hear 
" mafs as he ought, he fully performs the duty, nee obefl alia prava intentio, &/ 
sfpiciendi bbi&nofefocminas. Another who dedicates his book to the Virgin 
and fays, he teaches no doctrines but thofe he learned** from her, afterts, n that 
" he that goes to mafs, to take his opportunity to look on a woman with un- 
" chart defires, and who, were, it not for that end, would not go thither at all, 
" fulfils (he precept of hearing mafs, even though he had an exprefs intention 
"no* to fulfil it." Perhaps he may fulfil the precept of hearing mafs, but 
docs he herein fulfil the precept of the Saviour too! 1 Matin, v.- — Sanch. Qpufc % 
Mor. /. vii. e, a. Cafp % Hurt, it Sacr. h % ii. d. 5. dift t 2. Conn, qu. 83. a, 6. 
JZjcQbi ?&• Mir. Yr. i. ex. 21/ Msfctrrennai de'Sacr. Tr. 5. w 

,„..-, .. •;;.> , ' breathe* 
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breathe*. They have put it in the power of every man 
to exculpate himfelf in afting .as he pleafethj and commix- 
ing every enormity under the fun by furnifhing him with 
the pleas of ignorance f, forprife or paffionk convenience |j, 

• « Hiving overthrown (fays Father W lfto\ne) the fcarecrow which the 
tf devils had fet up at her gate, devotion is rendered Ws trouble fo me than vice, 
: * and more Mfy-thair pfcafure, infomuch, that limply to live is incomparably 
«« more difficult than to live well/' According to Cararnuel thofe that follow 
the tnoft gentle, that 4$ to fay, the moft licentious of all the' probable opinions 
•aght to-be called not brfly generous frldiers, bo aifo virgins, becaufe thofe opi- 
nions do enaMelNen to* behave themfclves in all the precepts of the church with 
fuck purity, than hey 80 net commit hereby fo much as a venial fin : — He declares 
•f himfelf that he never fo much as once in the year confefTed himfelf guilty of 
the kail rental fin in faying ever his Breviary; nay, on the contrary that he 
aright (aftly fwear, that be had not committed. any, though he knew himfelf 
chargeable with many diffractions, and thofe voluntary, he Moine Eafy devoU 
f. a.44, *9»« Chfam, TheoL Fundam. p. 1 34. 

-f " A pagan, ignorant of the Chriftian religion or of the true God is ex* 
•* cufaWe in worshipping idols j— for whoever acts agreeably to the dictates of 
** coa/fonce, whether certainly right, or invincibly wrong, cannot offend God j 
? invincible ignorance, though even of the law of nature, fufficiemly exalting 
* thofe who aft according to fuch ignorance." — There is much difficulty, -fayt 
Traehala, '« hr comprehending the myfteries of the Trinity and of the Incar- 
** nation, for it is not fbfficient to be acquainted with the terms, but it is ne- 
u ceflary to form fbme idea in the mind applicable to them 5 and of this ig- 
" norant perfons and children feem abfolutely incapable, how then is a con- 
u fenor to behave with fuch penitents ? Le/fius refolves the queflion by faying, 
«« that an explicit and ditfinct faith, not being neceflary necejfitate medii, 
u fed foGus prxcepti, fuch pet font as may be ignorant af thefe articles may be 
" absolved, on condition of their piomifing to inform tbemfelves about them 
*• hereafter. For my part I anfwer with many others, that fuch a perfon ought 
44 to be abfolved without befitation, it being fufficient for fuch ignorant peni- 
«* tents, that they believe in a confufed and implicit manner, &c.** Ex trait 
Jes AJJeri, danier % &c. 

X All breaches of the decalogue are no fins when they are committed by any 
snan out of ignorance, furprife or paffion. ApoL pour Its Cafuift, p. %6, 28. 

|| A man mall not be obliged to quit thofe occafions and propofitions where- 
in he runs the hazard of damnation, if he cannot do it with eafe and conve- 
nience* A confeflbr may and onght to abfolve a woman who entertains in her 
houfe a man with whom {he fins often, if fhe cannot difengage him without 
loft of reputation, or havefomecaufe for retaining him : provided (he refolve not 
to commit evil with him any more. Baurty Scm, da Pccbei. p, 1083. ApoL 
po*r, itc. p. 49. 

error 
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feif 6r tff fcbhfdfcrice *, fight intcntidaf, add the Impious, 
and fceptfcal device df pr&abilifm %. 

• There it one thing^ as fomj have obfervedj remarkable iff. the conduct of 
the Jefuits, ana 1 which diftinguilr.es them from all the other orders of the Ro- 
mHh clergy ; thtt it, thit the former have refolved their w^ole fyftem of mo- 
rality into cafes of coftfcience; whereas the latter kern, to think their penitents 
obliged as implicitly to obey their injunctions, as rf they had no conscience art 
£), h would he difficult. aifo to. determine which ha,th -contributed moft to the 
corruption of fnankind, the Orange lengths whi.h the Jefuits have carried- the 
mattet of conscience, or the abominable proftitinion of cpofefBonS, pardons, 
and Indulgences. When the morality of any action if ultimately referred to 
confeience, it is highly neceflary that the consciences of men.(hould be fuffi- 
ciently enlightened to perceive the natural obligation or \* hibitibu of it, aji 
well as to judge of the good or evil confcqnencei pf fuch action, without whicfsl 
It is an abfolute abtife of words to call the will, or inclination of a perfon to 
do or neglect any action by the riarne of confeience; None ever carried the 
proftitution of this term farther than the Jefuits. What $dea can we form of 
conscience fuggefting fuch things as are implied in the following paflagea ;— ' 
" Do whatever your confeience fuggefh to .be right, and that you are. com* 
" manded to do t — If through any invincible error you ,/bould even believe 
'« that God hatB commanded you to lie and blafpheme, t /ff ar*fl blajpbenpt^-i 
*« Do nothing which your confeience tells you is abfolutely forbidden. Neglect 
*' even the worflup of God, if you conceive he hath prohibited it."— r" WSo> 
*' foever does that which he thinks himfelf prudently bound to do, js conceit 
" ted to act aright, although the action ma*y be forbidden by a pofittve law.** 
Extrait des jiftrtiom, &c. MonAly Review, ,1763. 

f " Know,** fays the Jefuit in the Provincial Utters, •« that we never al- 
•' low ihat.a man would hive no other dtfign in finning than a formal intend 
•« tion to fin } and that if any one be fo obdurate as, in an evil action, to. limit 
" his defire by the evil itfelf, we have no more to do with him. This is disi» 
" bolical,— But, if a man be ndt funk intp that * retched condition* we endea- 
«' tour to put iaj>ractice out method of SreBing the intention, which tonfiftt 
** in a man's propofiog to himfelf* as the end of his actions, an allowable ob- 
<« ject. Not but that we, as far as lies in our power, divert men from doing 
" things forbidden, but when we cannot hinder the action, we at leaft ptrriry 
" the intention, and fo correct the vicioufnefs of the means, by the purity of 
u the end; Thus you fee, have our fathers found out a means to permit the 
" violences men ordinarily commit in maintaining their honour. For there 
«* is no more to be done than to divert the intention from the defire of revenge 
" which is finfol 5 to incline it to a maintaining one's honour, which ac- 
« cording to our fathers is allowable. And thus they acquit themfelves of all 
" obligations both towards God and cowards men : for they fatisfy the world 
" by permitting the actions, and fatisfy the gofpel by purifying the intea- 
" tioot. This is a thing the ancients never knew ; the world is engaged for 
*< it only to our lathers. Do you now under ftand the bufmefs?" 

1 , " He 
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' , And that the world might be at no lofs to un- 
tterftand the real mterlt and meaning of their fyftem; 

they 

" He who hath had a box on the ear given him, faith Lefiius, may not 
*V hare the intention to revenge himfeif, but he may be permitted that of 
" avoiding infamy j and to that end may immeJiately put back the injury, aod 
** that with his fword." " An incumbent, according to Hurtaao, may with- 
•' out any mortal fin wiih the death of him that haih a pension out of his liv- 
'• ing, and a fon that of his father, and may re oice when it happens $ provid- 
*' ed it proceed only from a consideration of the advantage which teenies to 
* f him thereby, and not out of any perfonal haired." — «' Let the confefiors 
w take gond notice, faith Baunyj that they may not abfolve fervams whi do 
** diftioneft meflages, if they confent to the fins of their matters ; but we muft 
*■ fay the contrary, if they do them for their own temporal advantages, &c." 
Lettr. Provinc, UU 7* Lejfiut dc Jujl. L ii. c, 9. d. ii. Hurl, de Sub. Pek. 

\ Of all the doctrines ever hatched by the wit of man none have a more 
aireft tendency to promote the wildeft latitudinarnnifm in principle and prac- 
tice than that of probable opinions. According to this, " when there arc 
** different probable opinions on any point, (ome maintaining a thing to be 
** forbidden, others on the contrary holding it lawful; both thefe opinions are 
*' equally fafe in point of conference : and though there be a neceflity that one 
*' of the two (bould be falfe and contrary to the law of God, yet may a man 
" nevertheless walk as fecurely in that which is falfe, as in that which is truej 
u ut quamcuttfue duarum vidruni prlmo diverfarunt homines inierint reft a 
** tendant adfup'eros," as Efcobar fays. — «< A man is at liberty to make choice 
%t of the lefs probable and lefs fafe opinion, by quitting the more probable and 
*' more fafe t if a man is in fofne doubt w.. ether it be a fin or not to commit 
"** fuch an action, ind the opinion that maintains that it is a fin to commit it 
•« feems the more probable to him, and all things cosfidered he is convinced 
•« that it is fo ; yet it is neverthelefs lawful for him, with fafety of confeience 
" to do that action^ — An opinion is to be Accounted probable when it is con- 
" firmed either by a reafon or a conftderable authority, and to make it fuch 
'« there is no neceflity that thefe two conditions fhoiild meet tog-ther, either 
« of them being fufficient : the former is called intrinficy the latter extrinfic 
< <• probability. According to the general confent of all cafuifts, an opinion is 
* c then probable and maybe followed without fear when it is maintained by four 
** gra%e authors, and there are mahy who affirm, v that the authority of one 
«' fingle author is fufficient : for', fay they, a man absolutely devoted to trudy 
<• would not maintain an opinion if tfe were not induced to do it by a goofl 
«« and fufficient reafon." " Though there are few que ft ions, wherein one 
** does not hold the affirmative, "the oilier the negative j yet in all thefe cafes 
«' both the one and the other of the contradictory (pinions is probable; 
« Pnntius and Sanch<s, fays Diara, in a certain cafe, are of contrary opinions;.- 
** bat being both learned men,* either makes his opinion probable. Qf two 

O «« pivbab.'e 
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they "have been careful to make it fuffidently plain, ad"' 
apting it to the ufe of perftn$ of every capacity, cha- 

rafter, 

" probable opinion! that are contrariety the feme pcrfon may, as hit honour 
" lcdt him, one while make ufe of the one, and immediately afici put the 
" oilier in practice, without regarding whatever inconvenience may happen 
u thereby to hit neighbour. That this doctrine it true, whatever mif- 
" chievoos confidences mould, follow, nay, though by this change of opi- 
•' nion a man exempts him (elf from the obfervation of the commandments of 
'« the church. 1 *—" We sre not obliged,** foysCaftro Palae, «' in making cboiot) 
" of the way of ftlvation, to take that which it moA certain or moft probable a 
*< it it fufjicient that we take any tile that it certain or probable 5 becaufe there) 
" may happen to be an error in that which appear* the moil certain and the most 
" probable. When the probability of rig hi it founded upon the probability of 
*' fact, therefore I conclude from the probability of fact the probability of right* 
" It it probable to me that thexloak I wear it my own ; 1 imagine, neverthe- 
" lefe, that it it more probable it belongs to you ; I am not obliged, however, 
" to give it you, but have a right to take care of it myfelf. In like manuer, it 
*■ may be probable to an brretic, that he it of the true religion* though the 
" contrary may be more probable ; but it it not clear that we mould therefore 
«' oblige him to renounce bit error.** — " A doctor being confuited," fajrs L*y. 
man, " may give au advice, not only fuch at it probable according to hit own 
4, » opinion, but wjirt ** contrary onto hit opinion if it be accounted probable by 
" others ; cfpccially when this advice, though contrary to hit judgment, hap. 
" pent to be more acceptable!, and more for the intereft of bim that confultf 
" him : but I hold farther, that it will be prudence in him to give thofe who 
" come to him fnch advice as is held at probable by fome knowing peifon, 
" though he bimferf be convinced that it is abfoJutely falfe. Again a judge mar 
" give fentence according to one probable opinion, quitting another opioioo 
« that it more probable. A pbyfician may prefcribe a thing that is left likely 
" to care his patient, inftcad of that which he conceives he may with more 
•« probability and fafety admlnifter. A king may impefe a tribute as juft ac- 
*« cording to a probable opinion, and the people may refufc.to pay it as being 
" unjuft, according to another probable opinion.*' 

This may fcrve to give the reader a Sufficient taftc of the famous do^rine of 
probability, and to fbcw its nfe and pernicious tendency j by w hich, fpe* illation 
and practice art entirely feparatcd, contradictions allowed in both, and the 
dreams and dangerous notions of doctors and cafuiflt eftablift ed as a fjfe rule of 
conduct > among whom it may never be difficult to find loroe 10 favour what- 
ever a perjon chufes : fcr opinions dnd actions, mi.fl defhuclive to ibciety, and 
t vet five of divine and human laws, not only one or four, bur 40 or 40b of fuch 
authorities may be produced; and every day may be producing new ones, and 
cenfequently new laws : hence Caramucl lays of Diana, that he had rendered 
«' divers opinions probable which were not befoic, and therefore a man fi>s nw 
■'* longer in following, them j whereas before he Jid fin;'* "Hence a C.tholit 

bifho^ 
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rafter, and condition of life; recommending, almoft 
fo csprcfe terms, avarice * ? ambition f, vanity J, luxu- 



oi&op faid juftly of thofe fophi(U<-al jugglers in morality, that, « r as they daily 
*• find out new fins, and make new difcoveries in the unknown world of vice, 
•• fb hat* they * way to fubdoe what they discover, ravelling and unravelling 
'* fins, as their homonr inclines or diverts them, framing men's confciencet, 
u or rather ra iking fport with ihem, as they pleafe 'hemfelves. It is ar.d it is 
€S «*r, is the motto and device of this kind of fdcrnce. Would yuu have *ny 
** action to be finful? they will :nro that fide 01" ihe picture towards you, which 
u fhaJI reprcfent it as fuch. Is it expedient there mould nut be any gu It in it ? 
?' they will turn the other fide toward you. This is the true Lejbian rule which 
*• bends itfdf to the thing it is to meafure. Every year, every month, nay, 
" every quarter of the moon, furnifhes trs with fume new cafaift or other : — 
*' what was fin la/r year, is no fuck thing this yejtr, and what is not fuch this 
** year, flsall haply be the next, if there be any neceffity for it.'? Cmramucl % 
Toasfeg. Fundam. pajfim. EJcbar, Tbed. Mar. tame i. Lajman, TM. Mar. I. L, 
«. I. Afjj/f. cf Jefuit. &c. 

• " I know, lays Efcobar, " that Tick men do not fin mortally when they do 
*• not give alms of their abundance, in the great neceflitie* of the poor." — 
*« Whatever men lay up,'* fays Vafquez, u out of a defign to raife their own 
'« fortunes or thofe of their relations, is not called fuperfiuoos. For which rea- 
« (on it will be hard to find any, amongtt thofe who are worldly minded, that 
* have ought fuperfloous 5 no, not even among kings." Wherefore D ana na- 
titely concludes, «« That in the queftion whether rich men are obliged to give 
" alms out of tbtir fuperftulty, though the affirmative be tine, yet it will fel- 
« dom or never happen that it is obligatory in point of practice." V*fa. de 
Bkmof. e. iv. n. 14. Efe. Tb. mr. &c. 
* -f- " Ambition, which is an inordinate denre of dignity and greatnefs, is of 
f • itfelf a venial fin 5 but when a man covets that grpatnefs to prejudice the ftate, 
« or to have greater convenience to offend Cod, thefe external circumftance* 
«• snake it mortal/* EJcwb. tr. ii. ex. a. ». 17. 

\ « If a woman drefs herfelf gorgeoufly without any evil intention, but c :.I y 
«< to comply with the natural inclination /he hith ?o be vain, (tb naturatem /of, 
« tta \niTxnat\ontm) y either it is but a venial fin, or it is no fin at all."-— . 
«« Though a woman be fenfible of the ill erka her curiofity in dttffing herfelf 
« would work, both in the bodies and fools of thofe who (hctrld fee her in rich 
" and gaudy apparel, yet were it no fin at all in her to make ufe t hereof. "-- 
•• A woman, though her buftand forbid it, may at her pleafore give away large 
•• alms and donations, and honeftly indulge herfelf in the expences at ending 
" jwibKc dWerfions and drefs.** Grateful doctrine to the ladles, and fuffident 
to cwver a multitude of fins 1 By thefe and fome other indulgences allowed by 
tbcfe fa|i»ers, do they bid fail to become, one day, the diftinguifhed favourites 
and cotfcfTors of the Britti> fair. Ef<*. tr. i. ex. *. *. 5. &*uu. Scm. desPtcb. 
t. xiyi. /. 1994. 

2 ry> 
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ry f t difobediencc f, fedudtioa $> calumny K, diffimu- 

lation» 

- * " Is It lawful for a mm to eat and drink as much as he can, without any 
" nc effity, but merely for hi' pleafure ? Certainly it is, according to our ra- 
" ther Sanchez, provided he do not thereby prejudice his health, becaufe it is 
" allowable in the natural appetite to be taken up with thafe action^ that a e 
" proper thereto."-—" May a man drink wine at any time, when he pleafeth, 
te and that in a confiderable quantity, without breaking his faft ? He may; na^ t 
" if he pleafe, hypocras, etc." Efitb. (r. i. ex. 13. n. 75. et tr. ii. ex. 2. n. 102. 

f " Children, if -their parents being often befought and entreated, refnfe to 
V comply, may ileal away, to relax their minds, as far as cuitom or their dif- 
u pcfi.ions permit."—" Subjects do not fin when they refufe, without any 
" reafon alledged, to fubmic to a law whereof there hath been a legal procla- 
•' mation made by theyr prince." Efcob. Tb. Mor. tome i. /. v. § 2. 

% " It is no injury done to the paternal power a man hath over his children, 
" for another te perfuade his daughter to run away with him,, in order to a 
" clandefti'ie marriage againft her father's confent."— - u A man, who hath the 
" reputation to be extremely given to women, does not commit any mortal fin 
" in fo licking a woman to conde fiend to his defires, when he -does not intend 
*\ to put his de$gn in execution." Bsutt. Thiol, mar, tr. 22. Efc. Tbcol. mer. 
tr. i. ex. 8. c. 3. 

|| " It was maintaiseji in the public the/a of Levain in 1645, " That it \% 
" only a venial fin to calumniate, and impofe falfe crimes, to ruin their credit 
" who fpeak ill of us."—'* That it is not any mortal (in to calumniate falfe Jy t 
" to preferve one's honour, is no doubt a probable opinion," fays Caramuel : 1 
" for it is maintained by above twenty grave doctors; by Gafpar f^unado, and 
" Dicaftilius, &c. ; fothat, if this doctrine be not probable, there is hardly. 
" any fuch in all the body of divinity." — '* This maxim," continues he, "of. 
" Father Dicaftilius concerning calumny, having been by a countefs of Germa- 
<* ny taught the emprefs's daughters, the confidence they thence took that it 
« was no fin, at m»ft but venial, to fcatter calumnies up and down, bred in a 
N few days fo many, together with fo much opprobrious language, that it put 
" the whole court into alarm and combuftion : for it is not hard to i mag me 
" what ufe they might make of it : fo that, to appeafe this tumult, they were 
" forced to fend for a religious capuchin, a man of an exemplary life, named 
" Father S^uircga, who came ahd made it appear to them, tiiat thai maxim was 
<< a inoft pernicious one, efpecially among women j and he took a particular 
" care to oblige the emprefs abfolutely to abohfh the ufe of it." — But what 
thanks got he for his pains? hear Dicaftilius: «« ^ certain grave religious man, 
" bare hoofed and deep-cowled, whom I riame not, was fo rafli as to cry down 
'• this opinion, among a fort of women and ignorant people, and to affirm that 
<•' it was pernicious and /candalous, prejudicial to good manners, contrary 10 the 
" quiet and tranquillity of Kates and focieties, &c: but I have maintained 
*• againft him, and do ft ill maintain, that calumny, when it is ufed againft a 
" calumniator, though grounded on abfolute falfities, is not, for that, any mor- 
" tal fin, cither againft juftice or charily : and, to prove it, I have brought • 
; " clou4 
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iition, equivocation *, mental refervation f, lying, 

perfidy, 

''-cloud of our fathers to witnefs it, and whole universities confiding of them ; 
f* among others the Rev. Father John Gans confeiTor to the emperor, Father 
?'. Henry preceptor, Father D.miel Baftcla confeiTor to the Archduke L opo!4> . 

V all the public and ordinary profeflors of the univerfitj of Vienna ; all the pro- 
*' fcflwsof the univerhty of Prats; all the profeflbrs of the univerfiry of Prague ; 

V of all whom I have in my cuftody the approbation of ray opinion, written 
" and figned with their own hands : befides, I ha -e on my fide Father Ptnna- 
*• hffit preacher to the emperor and the king of Spain, Father PiU'icv-olli and 

V many others, who had accounted this opinion prooable, before any oifpute be- 
*' tween us. M Ciram. Tb. *und. DiuJI. d* Jvft, I. ij. tr. 2. difp. 12 n. 404. 

* Efcobar maintains that " it is lawful, upon occafion of fome great fear, to 
f * make ufe of difliimulation in the admtniftration of the facraments, and, for a 
*' likereafon, that it is no fin to contract a marriage by perfoui fiction, as if it 
" were in a play upon the ft age, by ufing equivocal expreihons to elude the 
" charcb." — " That a privilege is good and authentic, though it be obtained 
** by discovering bur feme part of the truth, and in fuch manner that it had 
" net been obtained, if there had been an abfolute oi fee very made of the 
u truth."— « The doctrine of equivocation," fays filaikwell, " is forlhecon- 
" folation of afflicted Catholics, and the induction of all the godly." It has 
been of fpecial ufe to them when refiding among heretics or infidels. So far 
hue the fotiety of the Incies carried their diflimulation ioto religion as well as 
civil life, that they have made a fhew of conformity to the religion and rites 
of worihip in the countries where they have been, and remained good Catholics 
Jn their heart. In China and Malabar, idolaters have been permitted fo vene- 
rate their old deities in exterior appearance, if they knew how to manage the 
pioos fraud of * concealed cucifix, ire. and could direct ar:ght the intention. 
Tbtmiffiontries themfelves by the help of it have tried to make Chrifiiauity 
Uh obnoxious, by concealing the crucifixion of the Saviour altogether from fome 
°Oheirnew converts.— 1 he pernicious doctrine of equivocation has been alfo 
directly taught by Aipilcueta, Marulus Splattnfis, Parions, L;fiiu.<-, Kudxmon- 
J°kwnes, Rpderiguez, Saochez, Heflius, Fernandcs, Tolei— vindicated by 
Asorius, Maldonatus, Vaquez, Valentianus, Becanus, bt. Ejc. lb. mot. ttneu 
'■*• h x. c 7. tt /. vi. § 2. c. 10. jtipol. pro Ktn. Cam. Aibot. AnttUg. cap. ii. 
P* l l> Jo. Prid. htBion. /. x. de jEquivoc. Jtjuit. p. 146, etc. 

t " A man may fwear," faith Sanchez, 4 * that he bath not done a thing, 
" though he really h^ve, by underflanding within himleif, thai he did it not on 
" fuch or fuch a day, or before he was born j or by rerkfling on fome other 
" c "comftance of the like nature j and yet the words he makes ufe of /hall net 

V have a fenfe implying any fuch thing: and this is a thing of great convent- 
1 tfice on many occ^fions, and is always justifiable, when it is neceftary or ad* 

vantageous in any thing that concerns a mans health, honnur, or eflate." 
Filutioa fa yl) « It i 8 the intentioa that regulates the quality or the action : and 

V therefore a man lies not though he fay, J Jiicar t£at 1 kavt not dene fucb a 
. ttongt if he add whifpeiing to himfclf, tL'uday: or if when he hath faid 

' " akud, 
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perfidy *, bribery f, fimony J, fraudulent dealing jf* 

theft, 

" aloud, Ifivesr, he whifpen, Jyiy, and then go on a16ud, that I boot tvtdone 
" /tub a thing}— or if be have, in general, an intention to give his difcourfe 
" that fends which at prudent man would/* Thus a man at any time may prac- 
tice the art of fp caking troth to himfelf, and lying or f wearing falfely to every- 
body elfe. Sancb. Op. m$r. p. a. /. iii. c, 6. Fil. tr. xxv. e. 1 1 . 

# •« Promifei oblige not, when a man hath no intention to engage him fell 
" when he makes them t now it feldom happens that a man hath that intention, 
" unlefs be be bound by oath or contra ft ; fo that when one fays (imply, / wU 
** do fuch m thing, it is conceived he will do it, if his mind alter not : for n,o 
u mtn will upon that account deprive him 'elf of his liberty.**—-" In civil con- 
** trafta, he who hath externally obliged himfelf either by word or writing, and 
" who had not, at the fame time, ajiy intention to be internally obliged, is not 
ft in confeience engaged to performance, and may fecretly take back again that 
" which he had fold, reftoring the price he had received. MJina, Efi» Tb. 
ptor. feme i. /, x. $ 2. c. i6. et tr, iii. ex. 3. 

•f " Confidering juftice fimply in itfelf, a judge may lawfully take a fum of 
u money to give fentence for which of the parties he pleafeth, when both have 
" equal right."—" If a judge receive a bribe to pafs a joft fentence, he is bound 
« to reftorent ; becaafe he onght to do jaftice without a bribe, and therefore 
" the party hath nothing of his money but whit is his right : but, if the judge. 
" be bribed to pafs an unjuft fentence, he is not obliged in confidence to make 
f* any reftitution." — " Judges,** Uy$ Molina, " may receive prefents from the 
" pa 1 tie?, if they make them either out of triendfhip, or out of gratitude, for 
" the juftice they^have done them ; or to oblige them to do it for the future, or 
«* to engage them to take a particular care of their buGnefsy or »o give them a 
«« fudden diipatch,** EJcob. Tb. mur. nine i. /. ii. § 2. c. 6. MoU tome i. *>. », 
difp. 83. 

1 c « Simony,** according to Valentia, " confifts in the receiving of a temporal 
" good as the juft price of the fpiritual : if therefore the temporal be demand* 
" cd, not as the price, but as the motive determining a man to confer, there it 
" no Gmooy at all 5 though he look on the potfeflion of the temporal good ai hit 
" end, and principal expectation. *V-" It b a probable opinion,** fays Eradnsj 
Billus, «' and taught by many Catholic doftors, that it is no fimony, nor any 
" fin, to give money, or any other temporal thing, for a benefice^ either by 
" way of acknowledgment, or as a motive, without which it would not be be. 
" flowed j provided it be not given as a price proportionable to the benefice." 
So, Sanchez, Efcobar, and others. B/tyft, of Jcf. p, 278, &c. Greg. Vmlen m 
urmt iii, difp. 6. qu. 16, ire. 

D " A. cording to a probable opinion, deciding that a tax impofed upon mer- 
" cha*difes is not joft, it is lawful for a man to ufe falfe weights to gain, the 
" more, and, if be be charged with fo doing, he may deny it by oath, making 
" ufe of equivocal exprefiions, when he is brought upon interrogatories before 
" the judge.** — " May be who turns bankrupt, with a iafc confeience, retain 
." as rr)».:h of his o\vn goods as is nquifiv* to maintain himfeif handfrimely j 
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theft*, robbery f, emly, hatred, revenge $, duel- 
ling, 

u nt indecore vivat ? I, with LeifiuS, affirm he may," fays EfcoSar, Tbeol. mor. 
it, i. ex. 3. c. 7. &c. Praxis ex Socitf. JeJ. Df&. 

• *' It is lawful to ileal, not only in an extreme neceffity, but arfo in* fuch a 
" ncceffity as is hard to be endured, though it be not extreme."-— '• A man is 
■* not obliged, upon pain of mortal fin, to rcftore what he hath flolen by tri- 
" vial and inconsiderable thefts, whatever the totai fum thereof may amount 
*• to."— A woman may take money from her huiband on divert occafions ; 
" among others, me may take it to game with, to buy her clothes, and to get 
"** other things that (he ftands in need of,*'—" A Ion who lives in the houfe 
•• wkh kit father may exact a certain rcconopence for the fervices he does him, 
** and, in cafe he does not. give him any, he raiy with a fafc conference (teal 
** from bit father.'*—" Domeftics, if they take any thing without confuting 
** their matter*, being rationally perfuaded that it it no injuftice to them, com- 
•* mit no cryne.*'— :" May fcrvantt, who are not content with their wages, ad- 
* ( vaiice them of themfelvet, by filching and purloining as much from their 
" anaftese as they imagine neccllary to ru kt their wages proportionable to their 
** ferVices ? In fome occasions they may, as when they are fo poor when they 
*'< come into fervice, that they are obliged to accept any proffer that U made to 
" them, and when other fervants of their quality get more el fe where." Thie » 
doctrine* however, thefe fathers have not reliihed altogether fo well in praxi at 
in ttxfi, when they tbemfelves have happened to be the lofing party. John 
d' Alba being a fcrvant to the fathers of Clermont, and thinking his wages too 
low, tod no doubt rationally pcrfuadtd of it, ftole fome what from them to make 
op the deficiency \ never dreaming they would make him a criminal for fpllow- 
ir g their own approved rules. However, they clapped him into prifoa, aid 
charged bioi with felony 2 upon his trial, the poor rogue ctnftfled that he had 
indeed taken away fome pevttcr pUtes frcm the fathers, but pleaded lor hit ju- 
stification the doctrine of Father Bauny, which he pre Ten ted to the judges, with 
no atreftation from another of the fathers under whom he had ftudied the cafes 
of confcicnce. Notwithstanding, the judge gave the following feutence ; «« That 
** the prifoner would not be accjuitttd upon the writings of tbcfe fathers, con* 
•• caining a doctrine fo unlawful, pernicious, and contrary to all laws, natural 
" divine and human, fuch as mifcht confound all families, and authorize all 
M doineftic frauds and infidelities j .but that the over faithful difciple mould be 
M whipped before rhe college- gate of Clermont by the crvtnon executioner, 
*' who at (he feme time mould turn all the writings of thofe fathers treating 
" of theft; and that they ihoUJd be prohibited tp teach any fuch doctrine agzin, 
•• upcb pain ofdtatb." Lejf. 1. ii. c t .t2. Efc, tr. i, ex. 9. et tr. iii. tx. 9. c, 4, 
Vraxii ex-Soc. etc. Lettr. Previa, let. 6. etc. 

\ Vafquea lays, that " when a man fees a thief refolved and ready to rob a 
«• pcor body, he may, to divert him from (6 doing, afllgn him 'bmr rich p«*r.on, 
** wftom he may rob inflcad of the other." Coftro Pal. t. i. tr, 6. </, 6. i.fc. tr. «. 
ex. 5. 

■ J «« Envy at the fpiritu-l good o? another is mortal ; but envy at the temporal, 
«« is but venaal."— " A man may pray un'o Cod to fer.d fudecs dcKruclJon on 

" tho'e 
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ling *, homicide f, infanticide % 9 regicide |j, With othei* 

vice£ 

u thofc who endeavour to perfecute him, if he ennot avoid it otherwife." 
Baun. Som du Peek. c. 7. Hurt. Difp. tome ii. di.-is, 3. § 4, 55, 48. 

* " It is but rational to affirm," fays Sinchez, " that a man may not only 
** fight a duel to dve his life, but his reputation, nay, his eftate, if it be -an? 
" thing confiderable, when ft is clear that others endeavour to take them away 
" by foul practice and vexations fuits at law, and there be no other way to pre* 
" ferve them : and Navarru* fays very well, that in fuch a cafe it is lawi'ol ci- 
" ther to accept or give the challenge; nay farther, that a man tmt difpatch 
•' his enemy at unawares j and that, in fuch occurrences, a man need not con- 
** fine himfelf to the ordinary way of duels, if be can fecretly murder his ad- 
*' verfa'y, and thereby put an end to the bufinefs: for by that means he /hall 
" not only avoid the hazard he rruy be in by expofi.tg his life in fighting, but 
" alfo not participate of t{ie (in which his enemy would commit by the duel.** 
The fame xloltrine is found in many other cafuifts. Efiob. Tb. mor. tr. i» ex* 
7. c. 3. Laym. Prax I. iii. /. 3. par. > c. 3. Hurt, in x. 2. difp. 170. Dian. 
part. 5. tr. 1 3. 

f ** According to Efcob.ir^ " a man is faid to kill treacherOufly, when he kills' 
a him who hath not the leaft fufpicion that fuch a thing will happen to him i 
" he th.rerbre that* kills his enemy is not faid to kill treacheroafly, though he 
. " do it behind his back, or by way ot ambufh : **— ft He who kills his enemy 
•' with whom he had been reconciled, though under promile never to attempt 
" his life again, is not absolutely faid to kill him treacheroully, unlefs there had 
" been a very intimate fiiendfhip bttwecn them before." According to others 
•f that horrid fraternity, " a man may kill a fa lie accufcr, the witnefles produ- 
u ced by him, and the judge himfelf, u hen they cannot be otherwife diverted* 
" from oppreffingtbe innocent.*' — *' It is lawful,'* fays Leflius, ," by the con* 
" fent of all cafuifts, to kill him who would give a box on the ear, or a blotf 
'« with a ftick, when a man cannot otherwife avoid it.'* Nay, they permit to 
kill for opprobrious words, forgiving the lie, tor detracting from a man's learn- 
ing or reputation, and almoft lor any offence or injury v\hatever : Molina hath* 
eiliroated the value of a man's life fo low as fix or feven drjoats, for which he* 
declaies, " it is lawful to kill a man, though he who haih taken them fly for* 
« it;" and farther, " that he durft not charge that man with any fin, who 
" kills him who had taken from him a thing of the value of a crown or lefsj** 
which makes Efcooar fay, « That regularly it is lawful to kill a vain for the 
u value of a crown, according to Molina." Some have gone jet farther, and 
aflert, that one may do it for an apple, " in cafe it were a gicat dishonour to' 
" him to iofe it ; for in fuch a cafe a man may recover it, fays Lerfius, et\ ft 
** oput, occidere, and if need be, to that end, kill the peifon that hath it.**— " 
Ihere are many more of thefe infeinal mu.dtrous maxims which (hock huma- 
nity, and make the mind recoil with 1 orror. FJc. tr, i. ex. 7. c. 3. et tr. v f, 
ex. 4. Ator. TnJI. mor. part. iii. /. 2. p. 105. lamer, tc. iii. Jifp. 4. ^. 8 # </, v 
hiuut. f», ii. tr % 29. c. 3. Leff. de Jt.fi, /. ii. e. 9. JDeunt. Skk. par, iii, tr. 2V 
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Wees and crimes, too numerous, and foitie of them too im- 
pure and abominable, to admit of defcription. 

Theft 



r. 64* Reginald. JPrax. /. xxi. c. 5, Sancb. Oper. war. in bccal. /. ii. r. 39* 
jftuiaa, tmt v. di/p. 36. Car am. *Tb. find. lv. § 6, ?, 8, tfc. 

J The inhuman and unnatural practices of caufing barrennefs, abortion, &c. 
bare been excufed ancl allowed by thefe conf.ienrjous fathers^ under the pretence 
of laving either a woman's life or reputation. Egidim TrulUncb. in DtcaL t§mtv. 
/. v. c. I. dui. 4. Didff. ^*rf vi. tr, 8, r^/o/. 37. 

9 For the |>apal doctrines of dtpofing and killing kingt for the good of tha 
Catlioiic caufe the Jefaits have been the mod avowed and ftrenuous advocates : 
Gnignard, for having compofed writings favourable to regicide, was capitally 
fBnUhc4, ,at the time Jp.hn phatel attempted the life of .Henry IV, who. was 
alfo a difdple of the Jefutts, and had (tudied in the college of Clermont, in. 
which Gnignard was profeflbr. of divinity. In the chamber of the parricide, 
a mannfeript of Gnignard was found, in which, bifidos other dangerous ar- 
ticles, that Father approved, not only of the aflaffination, of Henry III. by Cle> 
mem, but alfo maintained that the fame thing ought to. be attempted again ft 
USeenms, as he called Henry IV. which occafioned the flrft baniftiment of 
the whole order out of France, as a fociety deleft able and diabolical. The fen.- 
teoce of the Parliament, patted in the end of the year 1594, condemned 
" ChateJ to the ufoal punifhnunt d\ie to fuch offenders, and ordained, that all 
'* the priefts and fcholars of the College of Clermont, and others calling them- 

* felvej of the fociety of Jefus, as being corrupters of youth, dirturbers of the 
" public peace, and enemies or* the king and Mate, fhould depart in three days 

* from their houfe and college, and in 15 d*ys out of the whole kingdom, an4 

* that all tneir goods fhould be employed to pious ufes by a difpofal of Parlia- 
rt ment : which arret was cenfured and condemned at Rome." 

t Herman Bufenbaum, another Jcfuit in Germany, and Reel or of the Colleges 
tf Hilde&eim and Mun(>er, openly taught and published the fame do&riiia 
with Guignard, in his Medulla fheofogU mqrafis ; which book . had gone 
wough np lefs tbaj| 45 editions fo early as the year 1679, not long .after ii! 
W publication. A new imprcflion of it appeared in 1757, "the unhappy 
11 epoch'," fays D'Alembrrt, " of that attempt which fifled France with 
" horror ana 1 trouble.*' The aflaflination of the King of Portugal happening 
the following year, ma<Je the world ready to believe that both thefe were 
chargeable upon that obnoxious fociety, as being only the native fruits of their 
fcnucioos doctrine. Nor is this the doctrine of one or two among them, but 
*h* received opinion of almoft all thafe who maintain the power of the Pop* 
todepofeand excommunicate prince.*, many of whom have been already men- 
^Acd, as fcecan, Gretzer, Suarefc, Eudamon, Bellarmine, ire. Yea, fome of 
^*» ftick not to decide upon the moft proper methods of putting fuch a hel- 
*jb delign i n Execution, prescribing rules for the management of it, for the 
*™t« fafety and good of both parties; as Mariana hath done. " That a 

* tyrtnt,*' faith he, " may be kiUed by open force and arxbs, either by vio- 

JP . «* lc« 
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Thcfe are not the interefted accufations, nor ftrained ir*- 
ferences of Ffoteftants * but thefe very doftrines have keen 
laid to the charge of Jefuits, and fufficiently proved againft 
them, by men of their own faith \ while the fociety hath 
never, from firft to laft, fatisfa&orijy purged itfelf of the 
charge: they are contained in their own writings published 
from time to time with the approbation and patron«ige of 
the fociety *, from which whole volumes full of fuch posi- 
tions have been extra&edf : the greater part whereof they 

have 

" lent broking into the court, or by battle, is a matter confefled : yea, and by 
•* deceit and amboflies too, as Ehud killed Eglon the king of Moab. Indeed 
*' it wcvld ague a braver mind to profefs open enmity, and publicly to rufh in 
" upon the enemy of the commonwealth : but it is no left prudence, to take 
** advantage by fraud and ftratagenr,*, becaofc it may be «rone without ftir, and 
•• with lefs danger furely,. either public or private.** His conclufion there- 
fore is, " That it is lawful to take away his life by any art whatsoever j" with 
this provifo only, that he be not con ft rained wittingly or unwittingly to be the 
canfe of his own death ; In ejus it (am grajfari quacunque arte coneejptm, ne cogatur 
tantum ftiens ant Imprudent fbl confire mortem. For which caufe the fcrupulout 
and Under hearted Jefuit advifes, that the devoted prince Ihould .not be made 
away by having poifen conveyed into his meat or drink, left by this means he 
mould have fome hand in procuring his own death : yet poifon him you may, if 
gou pleafe, if tbe dofe be only externally applied by fome oUier, or if, inftead of 
causing him fwallow it by his mouth, you oblige him to fuck in the mortal ve- 
n m by the pofteriors, or to drink it in at every pore of the body, as Hercules 
did from Dej^nira's fatal fliirtj ** by infccling, for inftance, a feat or garment 
" with Turh (Irong poifon, as may have force fufficient to kill."-— • Hoctamen tern* 
feramento vti in bac qurdem difputaticneJiccbit t Ji non ipfe qui perimitur, venerium haw 
rUe cogitur, quo intimis medu/Us concept* pereat $ fed exterius ab alio adbibeatur, nihil 
adjuvant e eo qui ferimemiui eft : nhnirum cum tanta vis eft veneni, ut feL'a eo out vefte 
delibuta vim interficiendi habeut. Mexeray 9 Abrtg. cbrenol, au Regn. du Hen. IV, 
Moreri. D % Mm. fur la Deft, det Jef. p* 14, 96, 98. a Ed. Moulin, p. 546. 
• Mai tana de Reg. Infiit. I. i. c. 7. 

* It was a particular rule in the society of Jefuit s, " That nothing mould 
" be publifhcd by any of its members without the approbation of their fupe- 
•' riors." An exprefs order was made, obliging them to this in France, by 
Henry III. in 1583, confirmed by Henry IV. in 1603', and by Lewis' XIII, 
261a, So that the whole body became refpdnfible for the books of every one 
of their fraternity, and for all the doctrines contained in them, unleft they 
were exprefsly condemned, hettr. Prcvinc. Ut. 5, et 9. 

f At the time of the late cxpulfion of the Jefuits from France in 1763, s> 
tolle&ion of (his kind was printed at Paris and clfcwhere, in three volumes, un- 
der 



> have been forced to admit, yet have declined to condemn *, 
oq the contrary, they have been often defended by them iu 
oppofition to the repeated cenferes of the clergy*, colleges, 
iecular courts, and even in oppofition to the infallible autho- 
rity of the fovereign Pontiff, which, in all other cafes, they 
have fo highly exalted, and to which they have been, in 
other refpefts, fo entirely devoted f. It is poffible they may 
have been, in fome instances, overcharged; but though this 
fhould be admitted, and though one half of the things put 
into their indi&ments fhould fall to the ground, yet enough, 
and more than enough, wobld ftill remain to bring them in 
guilty, and to warrant the feveral cenfures and edi&s pafled 

againft them. Such are the men to be intruded with the 

important talk of forming the minds of Britifti youth : and 
fuch the doArines now allowed to be diflcminatcd through 
the land} to train up men to villainy by rule, that Newgate 
may be more ipeedily replenidied, and Tyburn never want 
a ttomerotts fucceffion of carted heroes. 

der tbe following title : Extrmt des ajfcrllons dangereufts et ptrmcenfn en tout 
|nw, j«* lesfoi difant Jtfmtes ont t dans tout its Urns et ptrftvtrement % fauteu- 
tw, enjugn/es, et puhliets dam feur livres t avtc I 1 approbation de leurs fupe* 
riem etgeneraux, etc — Or, «* Extracts of aflertions of the molt pernicious and 
a< dangerous tendency, held by the Jefuits, and constantly maintained, taught, 
" tnd piblifhed in their writings, with the approbation of their generals and 
" foperion; ftated and. authenticated by the coramiflioners of the parliament 

* of Paris, appointed to execute the refolution of the court of the 31ft of Aug. 

* ad the arret of the 3d of Sept. following, on the books, thefes, and other 
" works of the Jeful.s." The various parages in this work were ranged under 
eighteen different heads; and with fuch avidity was it received in France, thac 
four editions of it were bought up as fa ft as they iflued frpm the prefs } a coa* 
liaciag proof how well fatisfied -the public in general were with the itteafuics 
taken in tbat kingdom for their extirpation. Month. Rtv, 

• Seethe pieces fubjoined to the Eoglifli tranOation of the Provincial Letters, 
printed at London, in 1679, under the title of The Myflery cf Jefuitifin. 

f In the year 1679, a fentence-was obtained at Rome, with much difficulty, 

condemning fixty five proportions taught by the Jefuits. This was relented by 

the whole order, and they employed all their art and influeoce to hinder its 

etfed. Such was their power in France, at that time, that they prevailed on 

the parliament to condemn that act, and to forbid the j ublication of it in rh« 

fcjogdem > t>t leaft fo far as their authority extended. 

P 2 *r-4* 
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From the preceding induction, we may now conclude, 
that the Popifti fyftem, more efpecially as explained an4 
taught by the difciples of Loyola, is of an immoral anct 
corrupting influence ;— that it tends to invalidate or deftroy 
all moral acid fecial obligation ;— that consequently it 
Wounds fociety in the very vitals,— is at war with its befl 
and truelt interefts ;— defeats the end of laws and good go- 
vernment j— is irico'nfiftent with that regularity and order, 
that mutual confidence, that public and private fecurity^ 
which thefe were eflablifhed to maintain ; and therefore 
that fts adherents may be juftly profcribed, fubjefted to re- 
ftraints, and brought under the operation of penal laws. 

But this will appear yet more warrantable and neceflary, 
if we confider the principles of the Romifti church with re- 
jfpeft to herefy, and her treatment of thofe reckoned guilty 
<tf it, which (how her principles and fpirit to be wholly ini 
tolerant, and ever cruel, ever horrid.— — Herefy, in the 
6pinion of Romanifts, is the moft infufFerable of all evil*, 
and more criminal in their view, than all other crimes put 
together *• Deftruction in this world, and damnation in 

• ' ' " the 

* It is accounted the high eft degree of high treafln; and therefore called by 
them Arfc trim* tnojtpath' divine \ as in the canon law, cap* Vergent, de hereto 
lit. Hence the law in Catholic countries, that when i perfon is charged with 
crimes againft the (late, and herefy or offences again ft the church, at the £*me 
time, he mu(t be tried and punilhed for his eccleGaftical tre'albn, in preference 
io eveiy other crime whatever. Which courfe was accordingly followed in the* 
cafe of Malagrid<>, one of the moft'guilfy of the conspirators againft the life of 
the king of Portugal, who yet efcaped the deaih of a traitor, and fuftcred that 
of a heretic itf the Autt de fi 1761* The introduction to his proceTa and feu- 
fence feis forth 1 , that " in conformity to the laws and culloms of Portugal 
'* when two accufations meet in the fame fahjeel, the one, for example, of 
« lefe-mijefty divine, the other of Icfe-majeily human, or of two offences left 
« atiocious, but the one of which' is againft religion, the other againft the 
*« commonwealth, tne ufage unalterably obferied is, that the tribunal of the 
'< InquiHtion addreffes fupplicatory letters for the accufed to be delivered to if, 
«' with the claufe ex£re(Ted of restoring him to the prifbn from whence he wai 
<• taken, as foon as he is judged by the Inquifition upon his accufatiqn relating 
** to religion, the cognizance whereof belongs by the bulls of the Popes, recti* 
*■■••-■■.■•■ u ve< | 
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the qext, is the moft merciful fentence tHeir church has to 
pafs upon all on whom (he is pleafed to affix the charge. 
Not only has (he laid them under a load of anathemas, and - 
Cut them off from her religious communion out of which 
ihe<}eclares there is no falyatiop*, but hath alfo armed the 
iecnlac powers, and muftered up all the terrors of this 
world againft them. They are denounced infamous f, in- 
p:diftcd all fecial and civil intercourfe % t cut off from the 

benefit 

" vedmJ approved by the laws of the kingdom, to the tribunal of the Inqul- 
" fition, tic lu fire of all fecuJar jurifdi&ion whatever. If the perfon is foun4 
'* gmhy by the Inquifition of the extraordinary punifbment only, he }% returned 
" to be tried by the fecular courts: — but if he has incurred the ordinary pu- 
" ni&ment, (which is death),— however atrocious his oiher crimes be, en the 
** fame day he is delivered up by the Inquifition, he is fentenced and condemne4 
*' ty the tribunal to which it belongs; that fo tjie execucjon unm death may 
" fft&r no delay j in • caufe, which attacking the divine fcfajerty, calls, before ' 
" anything elfe, for vengeance on the perfon of the delinquent $ and which in 
u fanrmeafurefwallowt up, and, (9 to fpeak, allows no more to appear, the 
*f temporal offences, let them be ever fo enoimous." Accordingly this poor 
oU vifionary was condemned to the fire for Come of his dreams acd rhapfodie* 
0/ devotion, for pretending to vifions and miracjes, and like effect* of mental 
Klly> while his parricide was not in the arret fo much as mentioned $ and thus, 
* a celebrated writer hath remarked, the excefj of atrocity was joined to the 
ttcefi of ridicule. Arret da Inquifiteun centre U f. GaJ>r. Malagrida Jefuit^ ^ 
- lip. p. 1, 2, 4. D'Jlem. fur la Dtfir. &c. p. 1 00. 

' * By the built of Ropes, and the canons of councils, have fe^ntences of or- 
communication, both general and particular, been continually ifluing out againft 
those called heretics ; it appears to have been cuftomary in many places to de- 
nounce excommunications againft them every Sabbath $ as was injoined to be 
done againft the Albigenfes, and all their abettors, in the councils of Beziers in 
1*33 and 1046, in that of Aries 1234, of Alby 1254, '&c, 
' ' -f Dtcr. Up. Ufsm. 6. y. 1. Accordingly the moft (hameful punishments have 
often been devifed for them. When fome of the o^ifciples of Arnauld came over 
to England in the reign of Henry U. they were not only condemned by an af- 
fernbly of biifcops at Oxford, but the king caufed them to be ftigmatited *kh 
a hot iron upon the face, to be publicly whipped, chafed out of the city half* 
naked, and left to die of hunger and cold. Dup. Bib/, torn. ix. p. 106. 

J This is aaefftct following fentencA of the church excommunication for 
any caufe, ' according to the JUmifli doctrine. The canon Ewmmumcatos fpeci- 
fies the particular ca*f.s in which commerce with 1 an excommunicated perfon is 
forbidden; they are not to be received, nor their prefents accepted, nor are they 
to he prajed with, nor embraced or feluted, nor eaten nor drank with. When 
«• . ' • ' ■ '."■■■ '. - • ' Robert 
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benefit of jufticc, and thrown out of the prote<SUon of 
law *; divefted of all claim to the performance of promifes, 

oaths^ 

Robert king of France wat excommunicated, all his fervants and domeftics fled 
from his pre fence, and fcarcely could any be found to do him the fmalleft offi- 
ce* 5 whatever food had been let before him, was caft to the dogs, none daring 
to partake of what he had touched j every difli and veflel be ufed, was purified 
by the fire. But of all other offenders, thofe condemned for impugning the ty- 
ranny, the errors, and multiplied l'uperftitions of the church of Rome, have been 
held moft odious, and their fellow/hip mod detcftable. The council of Thou* 
loufe in 1229 ordained, that thofe who recanted their herely through fear of 
death, or other means, fbould be fhut up in clofe confinement, leaft they Ihould 
corrupt others: fo that foon after, the archbifhop of Narbonne was obliged to 
reprefent to the Pope that a fufficient number of prifons could not be built for 
the purpofe. By many antichriflian edicls have fuch perfons been deprived oi 
every civil right, none being allowed to buy or fill, Jove be tbot bad the mark, or- 
the name 9/ the beajf t or the number of bit name. Some Catholic dates have some* 
times acred fo far in the fpirit of their church as to forbid commerce with 
other nations, becaufe they were heretical or infidel. 1 Soon after the gunpowder 
plot, in a time of peace, the Spaniards fcized fome Englifh iflups, and detained 
them as prizes, upon this profefled principle, that *' their, matter would allow 
" no commerce with infidels." A Latin declaration of war again ft Spain, in 
1655, thus relates the fact : — Pads tempore Ou/uimut Stepbenus Briftotienfa ahi- 
aue mercatom afijuot Lsndinenjet, an, 1606/ et 1607, cum per oram Mauritania 
tribus cum navibus commercium cum Wit popul'u baberent j Hifpania? regis navet, mum " ! 
per 'Ula littora pra?dabantur t eat tuff* in Sapbue et Sanfla Crutu Jtat'nne, dum i « 
ancborh ibr fiabant, di> ipuerunt bac fila ratione reddita, nole regem dominum fuum 
turn infddibux commercium petmittere, quorum damns amplius duobut mi/iibus libra* torn 
eflimata font. Pierre de Damiens ap. Morer. Dupin. Dr. Keunet, Serra. on 
the 5th of Nov. 1 71 5, p. 30. 

* In the proceedings again ft thofe who have fallen under the imputation of 
hercfy, the ordinary methods of law and common joftice have been entirely laid 
afide :— fufpicions or malicious charges admitted for proofs $ no accufers or wit* 
ncfles produced $ infamous perfens, an j perfons unknown allowed and liberally 
hired to give evidence- or informations againft them 5 perfons obliged to be their 
own accufers; — no meansof defence left them j— no pleadings allowed in their 
behalf, or if at any time the favour has been permitted, they who have under- 
taken the taflc, have been reckoned fliarers in their infamy, and ftyled tbt 
Devil's advocates t often have they been doomed to perifh without any form of 
trial j tortures have been applied to extort confe&oos 5 and many of them com- 
pelled to prove their innocence by walking unhurt on red hot irons ; as Trithc- 
mius relates, was the method of trial pra&ifed by Friar Conrad of Marpurg cho 
Pope's inquifitor, in confequ-. nee of the cruel decrees of Lateran againft the AU 
bigenfes. In the time of St. Bernard thefe devoted people were tried by water* 
after the Devil had been ezorcifed out of it 5 a cuftom which that ghoftly father 

highly 
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oaths, and compacts*; rendered incapable of any office, 
poft, or dignity, and deprived of all kind of authority, na- 
tural, 

highly commended \ and Pope Eugene eftablifhed by a bull, wherein he injeint 
the water to be prepared for that ufe, (( by conjuring it in the name of Jefus 
" who walked upon the waters, in the name of the Spirit who defcended 
" u Jordan, and by the whole facred Trinity, which made the people of Ifracl 
" pa^ through the Red Sea.'* The accufed wat alfo to be conjured «« by the 
" lame of God, the angels, and all tl.e invisible powers of heaven, and by the 
<€ ( nafflberof 144,000 martyrs, and by the blcfkd Virgin, to tell the truth.*' 
Then beiag fprinkled with holy water, and tied hand and ftot, he was thrown 
into die water, and left to fink or fwim. Del >io, dtjquis mag. I. xiv. c. 4. a. 5. 
/.a. Mabili. an. t. i. p. 47. Bafnage, Hlfi. it la Rclig. tomt i. p. 206, e.'c. 

• That engagements entered into with heretics, are not obligatory, but that 
faith may lawfully be broken with fucb, has been a current and tftabiiftied 
dodrinenf that church j at lead fo far as they interfere with her laws and in- 
toed, We have already produced the decree of Gregory VII. prohibiting 
" ill to keep faith with excommunicated perfons until they make fatitfac- 
" tiM."— Martin V, in an epiftle 10 Alexander Duke of Lithuania, fays, " Be 
" tuwed thou finned mortally if thou keep thy f-i.h with heretics."— Gre- 
gory IX. makes the following law :«— " Be it known unto all who are under 
M thejurifflidion of thofe who have openly fallen into herefy that they are 
" free from the obligation of fidelity, dominion, and every kind of obedience 
" to diem, by whatever means or bond they are tied to them, and how ifecure- 
" I? foever they may be bound.**— -On which Bifhop Simanca gives this com- 
ment: " Governors of forts and all kinds of vaflaJs are by this conftitution 
'" freed from the bond of the oath whereby they bad prom i fed fidelity to their 
" lords and matters. Moreover a Catholic wife is not obliged to perform the 
" marriage contrail with an heretical hulband. If faith is not to be kept 
" **itb tyrants, prate?, and other public robbers who kill the body, much lefs 
" **itb obftinate heretics who kill the foul. Ay, but ;r is a fad thing to break 
faith. But, as faith MeriusSalomonius, faith prom i fed again ft Chrift, if 
kept, is verily perfidy. Juftly therefore were fome heretics burnt by the 
tUoft folemn judgment of the council of Conusance, although they had been 
ptomifed fecurity* And St. Thomas alfo is of opinion, that a Catholic might 
deliver over an untraceable heretic to the judges, notwithitanding he had 
pledged his faith to him, and even confirmed it by the folemnity of an 
Oath." This is often faid by us, but it is neceflary inceHantly to repeat 
4t •'**•" Contrafb," faith Bonacina, " made againft the canon law are invalid, 
though confirmed by oath : and a man is not bound to Hand to his promife 
* € though he had fworn to it.'*— Pope Innocent VIII. in his bull againft the 
Waldenfes in 1487, by his authority apoftolical declares, that '* all thofe who 
*" ludbeen bound and obliged by contract, or any other way whatever, to grant 
" or pay any thing to them, mould not be under any manner of obligation to 
" do h } f or the time to come,'*— Pipe Pius V. by bis legate Corr.xnendone 

endeavoured. 
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hxhly dvil and political * ; their property is forfeited, and 

their 

endeavoured to perfuade the Emperor nee fidem aut Jatramenlum tnfideli effe 
fervandum ; that " no faith nor oaths were to be kept with an infidel/' And 
through his perfoafion Maximilian was induced to revoke the permiflion be had 
granted for the Lutherans to preach in Adftria, Charles V. having given hit 
promife and fafe conduct to Lather to prevail on him to come to Vermes, was 
afterwards urged to Violate It by arreting Luther on this ground, that " be waft - 
" a man of that character t6 whom he was not obliged to keep his word:*" 
to which He replied, " When good faith may be baniflied from all the earthy It 
" ought to be found with an Emperor." Add further, it is well lenowntbat 
ihe council of COofUnce adopted this pernicious tenet, and ratified it by an ex«\ 
£rcfs decree in the following terms :— " The holy fynod of Conftance declares 
" concerning every fafe- conduct granted by the emperor, kings, and other tesn- 
4t poral princes, to heretics, or perfon s accufed of hercfy, in hopes of reclaim- . 
41 ing them, that it ought not to be of any prejudice to the Catholic faith, or 
" to the ecclefiaftical jurifdiction, nor to hinder, but that fuch paribus may, 
" and ought to be examined, judged, and punifhed, according as juftice ftiiik 
" require, if tho'fe heretics (hall refufc to revoke their errors, although they 
" lli all have come to the plate of judgment relying upon their fafe conduct, arkf 
" without which they would not have come thith'er : and the perfon who Aail ' 
" have promifed them fecuriiy, /hall not, in this cafe, be obliged to keep mai 
" promife, by whatever tie* he may have been engaged, when hie has done all 
" that is in his power to do." 

To this we may fubjoin as a proper appendix, the following cla'ufe in the fife 
conduct granted at laft, after great altercation, by the council of Trent to trie 
Proteflants.— u Moreover all fraud and guile apart, the fynod faithfully urn 
" truly promifes, that fhe will neither openly nor fecretly fearch for any pre- 
" tence, nor ufe, nor fuffer any perfon to make ufe of any authority, power, 
" law, (tat'ute, privilege of laws or canons, or of any councils, particularly that 
<" of Conftance or Siena, in whatever form of words cxprefled, to the prejudice 
" of this public faith, full fecurity, public and free audience, which is granted 
" by the fynod j from all which it derogates in this injlance" The late attempt 
by a very difingenuous and petulant writer, to exculpate the Romife church 
from the charge of breaking faith with heretics, turns out in the end to nothing 
more than a laboured and felf-inconfiftent vindication of the portion and the 
fact, which he affects to represent as a grievous calumny ; and his pitiful {flirts 
£nd evafiohs are well expofed in the fenfire letters of his antagonift Mr* W # 
A. t). Grrg. Deir, par. ii. ca. 16. au. 6. tt lib. v. tit. 7. c. 16. Simian, Catbo/t 
Info. tit. 46. dt fdtnix. Cabl. Hifi. Biff. 1. 5. Bonac, dt prim. Prac. dijp. iit 
jr. 2. Leger, Elfi. ^tner. da Egttf. evangel, par. ii. p. 13. PoTit. du C&rg. dt 
fran. p. 156. V Enfant, feme i. p. 358. AS. Cone. TrU. ttc. 

• Simanca upon the coriftitution of Gregory IT. already quoted, obferves, 

that " from the words of the fame Gregorian conftitution it is manifeft, that a 

** heretic forfeits his title to all kinds of dominion whatfoever, natural j over 

«* htt children, who by his herety Deceme their own mailers ; civil, over their 

i •« Aeves, 
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(heir Jioufes and goods fiibje&ed to confifcatioa * •, and 

themfelves 

" flavei, who are thereby fet at liberty ; and political over their fubjccls, who 
^ are no longer obliged to obey him.** — It is alfo the common doclrine of that 
ibcitiy, that an excommunicated perl'on is degraded from every office whether 
in church or itommonwealth ; and all acts of authority, exeicifcd by him are 
null and invalid* Tola's worus are excommunicato non potejt exercer.e aftum 
■JMrifliQioms abfque peccato, imo ft pub lie a eft excon:muuicatiof.i8a % Jlntcntis 
MMtUfuU Suarez declares, that herely dilqualifics all foits of perfons, cleigj 
and laity, noble and ignoble, making them incapable of choofing cr being 
cityicD, The Aichbithup of Lyons in the conference of Surene, abcut the 
ftcceffion to the crown of France, maintained that •' a heretic was not only 
'* incapable of being king accoiding to the fundamental laws ot lh= king- 
" dom, but alfo th ,t by the civil and canon law. the people were awfolvcd from 
u their oath of fidelity towards a prince, the moment he favoured or tolerated 
M heretics." And ibis was the general doclrioc of the league and the ground- 
- work of their allocution, in which, be (ides nobles and genticmeu, were car- 
^iwli, irchbilhops, bifhops, doctors, and a whoie regiment of eccleiiaftics, with 
the Pope at their head. The college of the Sot bonne, which Bellarmine f-ys, 
■ ll ^9fheceUberrimum t and which, according to another writer, hah ftill 
beea regarded as one of the principal oracles of the church, and hath merited 
*ke name of ConciU perpctucl des CauUs, . confirmed the fame by their rebcl- 
«ws decrees in 1589. St wan. utfnpra, ToUt. Iuftr.facerd. /. i. c. 3. Suar» 
ftfik£fp. xii. § 9. n. 5. /. x. c. *o. Aaz$v. tomi'i, i. 8. c. 1*. Confer* de 
&***• impr. en 1593. p. 8x, 100. Tbuan. tome ir. 1. 03. et tome y. U 
. **.&c. 

9 This penalty they incur, according to the canon law, ipfijurett ipfofado ; 
eve >ufoon as they fhew themfelves hereticks, before any legal fenience hath 
^ pafled Upon them. Bona bxreticorum ipfo jure iti/cernimus confifcata. And 
twe&ih of this conftfcaivon, t,he canoniils agree ate thai all the profits made 
of their eftate from the firrt day of their guilt are to be refunded j— •' all alieoa- 
* tk»QS by gift, fale or otheiwife, before fentence are null and void j and all 
" contra&a for th.it purpoic are reminded j — children, heirs of heretics are de- 
** pnved of their portions, even though they be Papifts j he with whom a 
"heretic hath deposited any thing, fh.tJl not be bound to re/lore it to him but 

. * to the exchequer. " How rich and full will Rome's exchequer be, when 

the day arrives that flie /hall -bo ..blc again to enforce her yet unrepealed laws 

and decrees ! Wh^n not only abbey lanes,, but all the iandi, manfions and 

moveables or' notorious hercdes, -frail be refcued cut of the hands of thole wnp 

can lawfully enjoy no proper y, a^d reveit to their rightful ownets! How 

nany fplendid crowns and opulent kingdoms, fair cities, manors, and elites 

will. then be, nay already aie confifc.ued dt jure, ^xdtfaBoT wfctre will .hen 

he Eoglilh liberty and property ? — Magna Chaita which at its firft drawing was 

ib ffJemnJy condemned and execrated at Rome, will then be found little better 

than what Oliver bluntly cailed it, a magna./— r—ta. - Nor rnuft we t iost 

that Pope ailed extravagant y, who declared •« that all his Britannic Majcfty's 

Q^ •« terrifcrisi 
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themfelret appoint*! to extermination and death * ; not 
arc they reckoned worthy to die the common death of alt 

men, 

«• territories were his own, as forfeited to the Holy See by the herefy of prince 
«* and people.*' The faying was very canonical and ftriclly Orthodox j and 
nothing remains tot that he ob;y the voice fo often directed to him in this 
fcnfe, .Arifi, Piter, kill and 'sat. 

* * " Ir it were poflible/' fays Bellarmlne, u to root out heretics, without 
" doubt they are to be destroyed root and branch.**— The canon-law deter* i 
mines, ** that the perfpn who dorh not abjure his berefy, and immediately return 
*• to the orthod. i faith, fhall tc given up to the fecular judge to receive the • 
" proper puniftrnent of h : s crime." Ar.d that punUhment is by the fame 
liw eiprefly determined ; which is nothing more than burning alive ; deetrmmu* 
ett vivi imconfpeflu bemnum comburan*ur fammarum comrn^fi judicto. Though that 
Uws inflicting capital punifhment upon perfons for their religion are indeed found 
in the codes of c>imlnal laws enacted by fecular princes, and faid to be only 
borrowed from them, while the Roroilh church pretends to take so ftare ttj 
the making or executing of fuch penal laws j yet both the origin and executioct 
- of them is to be attributed to the bigotry, falfe teal, the jealonfy, sod Ufa 
|* Of proud and imperious ecdefiaftics j who by their' influence have moulded the 
laws and conftitotions of kingdoms according to their pleafure and interefta, 
and made princes and judges their toots, their office:*, and executioners, lfc 
this they have left them no choice, teaching that thefe penalties are. jar* <ftctf- 
no, and that It Is not in the power of magistrates to remit or relax them, noc 
to protect any either before or after the ecclefiaftica! fentence, from undergoing 
the judgment and punifhment decreed for the obnoxious heretic. Were they 
to do fo, they would be in hazard of falling under the fame cenfure and pains, 
and be inftantly fufpected, damned, ordepofed as heretics or favourers of them. 
It has been often tan ht, and is avowedly taught to this prefent hour by the - 
men of that faith fn Britain, « that a promife to deliver heretics from the ju- 
" rifdlftion of the church and the punifhment doe to their crime, no prince 
" can give without breaking through alt laws human and divine, and that by 
** no tie can one be obliged to keep fuch a promftc." And the Decretals ea> 
prefly * prohibit all princes, temporal lords, &C. from oppofxng the bnfintffV 
«' of the Iosjuifition into heretical pravity, or, hindering the* execution of the 
«* judgment and fentences of the inquifitors, declaring fuch as' prefumed to do 
*' fo to be fmitten withtre fword of excommunication j which if he obftinafe* 
•• ly remained under for a year, he mould then be condemned as a heretic." 
Parfons aifo informs us, that « a favourer of heretics forfeits both crown and 
«* lifer* and the Pope every year lays all fuch Wider a curfe, from which 
stone but himself can abfuive. And Becam, in few words, hath very elegant- 
ly expretTed the matter when he feys, " if a prince* be a dull cor, and fly not 
w epea heretics, he is to be beaten out, and a keener dtg gi*ten in bit 
* ftead.* Accordingly for being fuch dull eurs, and n6t keen enough in fot- 
lowinf the Irtm of berefy, weft the two Henrys fcm a packing out of the 

woxioX 
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*ftn, or of ordinary malefaftors, but delivered over to the 
iVord, the rack, the famine, and the fire : their dead bo~ 
j&m denied the rites of fepulture *, and their bones refnftd 
a quiet afylum and repoie in the grave f. 

And 

wotid. BeUar. dt late, tfntgw. Detrtt. /. £. Sext* Deer, /. v. /. d. C. 1*. oW« 
Jf.t), Bui. Xfrh. 4. *t Inn. 4. P*r/, i\W/«p. {. 109, £««a. «ws/. wAif.^. 131. 
-i/b. m Afr . IT. A. D.i La. m G. H. 

• When fuperltition had, like a baleful meteor, iprtad its influence over alls 
vaeachurcuea and church -yards were confcerated, and folemn prayers and re* 
lifioui offices appointed for the deed; the ecclefiaftical laws fwbadc the burial 
clfiich n died oat of the communion of the church. Their bodies were if no* 
niaioBfly caft into a ditch, or covered with a heap of fronts, which, according 
toHevedcn, they called imblectre cor put: and in tbofe times it was the faeierf 
bagtige of tradition, which like its nut&ig father the Pope, it li laid, cannot 
err) thatfuch bodies, however expofed to the weather, could not pcrifli, hot 
would continue incorruptible, as dreadful monuments of divine vengeance which 
<«Wook the offenders. If any perfect excommunicated or heretical, happened 
to be interred in a church or cemetery, they were appointed to be digged up: 
«*d theft polluted places were /hut up, no divide office was allowed to be per-* 
fcpted aor dead to be interred; therein, till they were firft reconciled, and con* 
fkrattd aacw by the biihop, by the fprinkling pf holy water, etc. at prefcribed 
****% in the canpns} drmetetis in tulbut exemmunkatonmt e*rf*t feptlut ten- 
**fr ruHtcifcmJs tntnt afperfione aqu* fokrnnlter benediff* ficut in d<dit*tkn\bu\ 
fdfrrum fart contingtt. Hence the bodies of thofe who have died, or been 
■Unfold under the guilt of fuppofed herefy, inftead of burial, have often fuf- 
fae* the utmoft indignities, being dragged about, kicked and trampled upon, 
ttajl ^td| hung up in quarters, tumbled into pits, thrown forth to the dogs, or the 
Mi of the air: they have been expofcd to all manner of (hamc, defiled, roa/l- 
** 00 fpiti, frkafey'd, and (what is almaft incredible) by fome of their perfect!* 
tkfChriftian cannibals, eaten. Is the time of thelrifli rebellion, wcaread'ured, 
thatthe good Catholics made candlei of the 1 grease of Protectant heretics 5— »as in 
Fnncc the leaguers delighted to have their rofaries made of the ears of Hugiie* 
mu ftiinged together, on which they might moie devoutly tell and roll their 
Am and their. Ptftrs, as Mathieu, though a Catholic hitnfelf, records in his 
HRorj. Nor are there wanting inftances of a recent date of the bodies of decea- 
fed Preteftants being grofsly infulted and abufed in Roman-Catholic countries; 
nor are any of them yet become fo enlightened as to allow them Christian bu- 
rial except by lingular indulgence » as we find the eld eft fin ef the ebmreb lately 
coadefcending to relax a liule its difciplinc in this refpe£r, m behalf of his new 
and good allies, the American heretics. Deer. cnp. facrit defepultit. Eve\U x 
Trait, del Excom. ap. Dup. Uger % Hift. getter, dei EghJ. evemgeL Je Piepi. 
fsr. %. Math. Hift. I. i. p. xi9« 

f To fuch lengths has the demon of perfecn.tion driven the antichriftian 
cfatth, that when any friend of truth and liberty may have had the good fortune 
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And happy had it been for mankind that thefe hacl proi 
red nothing more than " harmlefs fpeculations," the m$re 
theories of a few fyftematic bigots. But the cafe has beeq 
far otherwife. . Thefe are the principles which have beep 

to efcape her rage when living, an J to die in peace, /he hath ere&ed tribunals, 
fulminated curfes, and prepired torments for them after they have been dead 
and buried j appointing them, upon the jfufpicion or accufation of herefy, to bo 
tried, condemned, excommunicated, and their duft and bones to undergo thA 
punithment of fire years or ages after their deceafe. The council of Aries de- 
creed in 1238, that the bodies- of thofe, who tfhould be difcovered after th'eis 
death to have been heretics, Jhoold be digged up. Some years before, the inqai« 
-firors ordered the body of one Guido de Lacha in Brixia, who had been honoured 
for his aufterity and integrity of life, but had died a non-conformift, to be dig* 
ged up and burnt. Many fanguinary fentences were pronou iced by them, in that, 
age, upon the carcafes of the poor Vaudois $ many of them were digged up t£ 
and 30 years after their interment, and publicly burnt, only for haying a pretext 
for confifcating their goods. Herman de Pangeloup having been found to he a 
heretic, after his death, Boniface VIII. ordered, that he rtiouM be treated in the 
fame manner. The famous Wickliff bad the fame fate, having been judged by 
the council of Conftance, or Siena, condemned as a notorious, obftinate heretic, 
his memory anathematized, his tomb ordered to be opened, and his bones takes 
out and burnt; which was afterwards done in 1428, at the inftigation of Pope 
M rtin, by Fleming birtiop of Lincoln, and his aflies thrown into the Swift, 
half a century after his death. For the fame caufe that inhuman and pi ieft- rid- 
den bigot Philip II. of Spain had well nigh violated the fepulchre of his father 
Charles V* who after his deceafe fell under violent fufpicions of having died* 
heretical Proteftant, though he had perfecuted them the greater part of hit life. 
Dup. B'tkl tome x. p. 120. et tome xi. piiS.et tome xii. p. 135. Leger, Hift. wen* 
etc, part ii, p. 5. }}afnage 9 Htfl. de la Reh tome i. p. 240. ' 

In order to have a fuller idea of the perfecuting fpirit and principle! of the 
Komi/h church, which ha< thirfted after and drunk fo greedily the Moid pa* 
the faints, we may here produce the a£ls and canons of fome councils againft 
the fir ft race of Protectants, under the various names of B.oifcens, Raterins, Ar« 
nauldifts, Albigenfes, Waldcnfes, Puritans, Pcor m.en of Lyons, &c. according 
to which (he hath ever fince continued to conduct herfelf, adding rather to their 
fevertty in fub&quent ages than mitigating them as often as her genius could 
have free fcope for operation. From whence it will appear, that the moft barba- 
rous fta'tutei and inhuman butcheries of the Montforts, the Fredericks, the Sigifi. 
rounds, the Charlefcs, the Lewifrs, the Philips, the Maries, and other tyrants of 
execrable memory, have been nothing more than copies of the ecclefiaftical edicts, 
and the too faithful execution of the duties impof. d upon them. The council 
of Thouloufe in 1 1 19, held in prefence of Calixtus II. condemned and baniuVd 
all fuch perfons from the church of God, and appointed them « > be fopprefkA 
jy the fccular powers, including all who defended them in the fame condemna- 
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jioft powerfully and generally operative through the wide* 
extended circuit of her dominion, on which fhe hath ever 
been writing lively and ftriking comments by her conduit 
and practices, and from which fhe hath never departed, but 

when 



lion. The Came canon was renewed in the ft-cond general council of Lateran in 
1139, tinder Innocent II. The council of Tours, 11 63, anathematized all who 
had any commerce with them, that they might be expofed to want, and left to 
perift without help : their goods were ordered to be confiscated, and princts in- 
joined to hinder their afTemblies : Alexander III. convened, and wai prefent at 
the cooocil. The third general council of Lateran, under the fame Pope, in 
?.f79i exemmunicated them, forbade the burying of them in holy ground, 
aborted Catholic princes to rfuke war upon them, to confiscate their good*, 
and reduce their peifons to flavery : granted to thofe who {hould take arms againft 
them indulgences in proportion to their fcrvices, and according to the discretion 
pf thebtOiops; excommunicating thofr who gave them protection, fuffered them 
?n their hods, or had any commerce with them. 

The thin} general council of L*tcran excommunicated all who rofe op againft 
the CiihoJic faith, and appointed, f f That they (hould be delivn-ed to the fe- 
" cular powers to be puniflied as they defrrve ; that their goods (hould be con- 
■■' fifrated; that thofe^who lay under violent fufpicions (hould be laid under an 
" anathema, if they did not give proofs of their innocence, aod (hould be 
'■ Jhunned till they gave fa'iafaelion, and if they continued a year under excom- 
" ttonication, they uVuld be condemned as heretic* : that lords (hould be ad* 
f vifed, and even obliged by ecclefiaflical ce fures, to take an oath to extirpate 
" heretics and excommunicated per fo ne out of their lands; but if any (Hould 
w neglecl to purge their lauds, they (hoqld be excommunicated by the bi/hops, - 

* >nd if, within a year," they did pot give fatisfaclion, the Pope (hould be ad» 

* ▼ertifed vf their obftioacy, that he might Jo fe their vaflals from their alle- 
" flance, and give their lands to Catholics, who, after having exterminated 

* the heretics, mould er joy it without contradiclipn as the lawful pofief^rs. 
M A grants to all Catholics who mculd gird tip their loins, and take the crofs 
f for exterminating heretics by arms, the fame indulgences and '"acred privile- 

* gel with thofe who go to tire Holy Land. It excommunicates all who re- 
"ceive, aid, or protefl the heretics ; appointing, that, if they did not $ive 
"faisfaflion within a year, they (hould be declared infamous, deprived of all 

offices, and votes in elections, and not be admitted even as witneflls in any 
" caafej that tbey (hould be deprived of the right of fucctflion, of the power 

V of making tcftaments, a^d made incapable of any function or charge. Ecde- 
" fatties were forbid to adminifter the facraments (0 them, to give them Chri- 

fl»«n burial, to receive their offeiings or alms, under pain of deprivation. 

" Bifliops were obliged to vifit the diocefes in which heretics were faid to be, 

*ndto make a certain number •( the inhabitants to fwcsr to delate to the 

V bifljop the heretics wbieb they cculd difcover : ' and the bifliops were threat* 

'Sened 
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when want of power and influence conftrained her, <*r 
when prudence and regard to her own intcreft made it ne- 
ceflary. Hence the feries of black and difmal events which 
the page of the faithful hiftorian narrates, and which; cannot 

be 

" ened with depodcion who neglected to purge their diocefes." This council 
confiftcd of the Pope (Innocent III.) in perfon, (who opened it with a difcoorfe 
from the words, With iefire have I defired to eat this fajbver -with you J, of above 
400 bifhops, more than 800 abbots and priors, befidei patriarchs, deputies, and • 
tmbafladors from all nations. 

The council of Thouloufe in 1219, convened by the Pope's legav, appointed 
that a pried, with two or three hymen, mould be efhblifhed ia every parifh to 
fearch for heretics, with commiffion to vifi t the fubterraneous caverns, and con- 
cealed places of every houfe for that purpofe, and that they frould be engaged by 
oath to make a ftri& fcrutiny, and to difcover them inftantly to, the bifhops, 
lords, or their bailiffs. AU lords were injoined alfo to fearch for them, and 
deftroy the places whither they retired : fuch of them as were fufpecled to per* 
mit them a retreat were to lofe their boufes, and their perfons were to be deli* 
vcred onto judges to be punifhedj and though they fhould have no actual 
knowledge of a heretic in their territories, yet were they to be declared infamous 
on account of their too great negligence : bailiffs for the fame fault fhould lofe 
their charges and their goods. And as herefy, like the leprofy, communicated 
rnfeftion to the wood and ftones, their houfes were ordered to be razed to the' 
foundations, and the ground on which they flood to be condemned and confif* 
cated. Lords and officers were allowed to fearch for and apprehend heretics 00 
the lands of others. Thofe who abjured through constraint were to be confined* 
and fuch as did it voluntarily were not to be allowed to remain in thofe citiet 
or villages where they had formerly re fide d, if they weie fufpecled places, but 
to be tranfportcd into neighbouring pans wholly Catholic and void of fafpicion. 
. A phyfioian fufpecled was to be di (charged from vifiting patients, and teftaments 
that did not come through the hands of the curates were to be invalid, as afford* 
ing a fufpicious fymptom of the t eft at or 1 s herefy. Farther, all men above the 
age of fourteen years, and women after the age of twelve, mould be obliged to 
abjure all fort of herefy, and make a profeffton of the faith of the RomiA 
church, and bind them "elves to purfue heretics. And as a proper appendage to 
thefe ungodly a&s, and as a fure and lading evidence of the real foorce from 
whence that thing called herefy, on the extirpation of which they were fo in* 
tent, was derived, the fame council condemned the uie of the Holy Scripture*, 
forbidding, in the 14th canon, the laity to have the books fef the Old or New 
Teftament, permitting only to the more devout the Pfalter, the Breviary, and 
the Hours of the Virgin, but not to be tranflatep* into the vulgar language. 

The council of Narbonne in 1*35 eftabiifhed many rules for the procedure of 
the Inquifition againft heretics, many of which are obferved by that infernal 
tribunal to this day ; and appointed for penance to thofe who renounced herefy, 
to. wear the crofs on their clothes, te prefent thcmfelves every Sabbath ia the, 

churches, 
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to reviewed by any feeling mind without the extreme of 
pdoi Human nature ftiudders and ilekens at the recitaL 
Since the tyrant of Rome eftablifhcd his throne, more 
■ grievous, definitive, and unrelenting perfections have been 
i kindled, attended with circumftances of greater atrocity, 
than ever had been feen before. Greater numbers of man- . 
kind have perifhed, on the fcore of religion, fince that un- 
happy oera, than in any equal period of time fince the world 
began. The rage of Jewifh, Pagan, and Arian perfections 
all put together, never devoured fo many CJiriftians as have 
boa facrificed to the t Roman Molech *. What nation has 
not been made a theatre of oppreffion, defolation, car- 
nage, and blood ? In which of them has not the grim ge- 
sihs of Popery appeared delighted and foiling at the work 
of death,-furrounded with her fires and faggots, her daggers 

*toircb«i, whh part of theirfeody naked, and with rods In their hand to be 

difcipjj,*^ between the Epiftle and Gofpel } to do the fame in folemn procef- 

**o»{ to attend mafs, vefpers, fermon; to f aft, %ifit holy places, to defend in 

Won, or by others maintained at their expence, the faith of the church againft 

^acens and heretics 5 to change their dwellings 5 to build places for the poor 

••■nrttj and, in a word, to be left entirely to the mercy of the inquifitors. If 

•A* of tbefe pulled off the crofles, they were, by the council of Beaters, to have 

*U taay had again confifcated, &c. This council alfo renewed all that the 

**"**)* councils had decreed on the fubjeel of herefy, as did thofe of Alby, 1254, 

■**i*i, c!fr. The council of Toledo decrees in the fame flrain, " We the holy 

council promulgate this fentence p leafing to God, that whofoever hereafter 

- tiaall fucceed to the kingdom, flnll not mou.it the throne tiH he hath faorn 

to permit 00 man to live in his kingdom who is not a Catholic. And if, 

lifter he hath taken the reins of government, he (hall violate his promife, let 

him be anathema maranttha in the fight of the eternal Goi, and fuel for 

eternal fire.** Many faiious bulls of Popes of the fame tenor and tendency 

^"Bht be produced, were they not too long to be inferttd, or even abridged, 

1,1 this place. Ex pede Herculem. 

* From the year 1540 to the year 1570, comprehending only the fpacc of 30 

T**r», no fewer than eoo,oco Proteftants were put to death by Papifts in the 

diffioent countries of Europe: among whom were 235 barons, 14S earls, and 39 

Jnncft. In the time of Paul IV. whofe pontificate laited bnt about four years, 

the InqiiiGtion alone, according to theteflimony of Vergerius, deftroyed 150,000. 

Atcordiag to the calculations of fome, the whole number of perfons maffacrcd 

on account of religion, fince the firft rife ef the Papacy, including the fpace of 

Hoeyeers, amounts to upwards of e,o,coo,cqo 5 which makes a number, foj 

***! !«r, tf 35,7 14 and fome odds 

and 
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and her wheels *. Kingdom has been fe* againft kingdom* 
princes againft their inofFending iubjefts, fubje&s againfl 
their lawful princes; the fathers againft their children and 
the children againft the fathers. Wars againft heretics 
have ever been accounted peculiarly holy, and rather morel 
meritorious than thofe againft Mahumetans and infidels f. 
Plenary remiffions and the golden crowns of paradife have 
been promifed to fuch as took the crofs, and the fword 
againft them £. Kings have been advifed, commanded/ 

threatened 

* We mean not to repeat rnartyrologics : nor will our room permit fo much is 
Jupeificially to mention. the feveral pcrfecutions let on foot at different time* in 
France, Bohemia, Piedmont, Netherlands, Poland, Britain, and all countries' 
and corners -of Chrifte-idom, againft thofe tvbo have kept the commandments tf 
Cod 9 and bad the teftimony of Jefus : in all of which the red Dragon hath deeply 
imprefled the marks of his cruel fangs. Under Pagan Rome the persecutions; 
of the church are vulgarly reckoned ten; under Papal Rome they may be faid 
to be ten times ten. With the account of thefe many volumes have been filled, 
which all who would fee the living ima-e of Popery, arid all its principle* 
vividly and fully exemplified, may confult. 

f Bonacina, Diana, Caftro. Molanus and a multitude of others maintain the 
.ihe neceffity of war with heretics, when they are fo ftrong and numerous as> 
that they cannot be extirpated otherwlie. " It is clear" faith Cardinal Allen* 
" what people or perfons foever be declared to be oppofite to God's church j 
" with what obligation foever either of kindred, frieaduip, loyalty or fubjec- 
" tion, 1 be bound unto them ; 1 may or rather mOft take up arms againft' 
" them : and then muft we take them for heretics, when our lawful Popes ad- 
*' judge them fo to be.- And which (faith Cardinal Pool) is war more holjr 
u than that againft the Turks." Allen, Admon. to Nob. and Peof. p. 41. 

J In the b. ginning of the 13th centu.y, when the Albtgenfes, in the pro* 
vince of Albi (from which they had their name) and in other parts, were fo 
multiplied as to caufe great jealoufy to the See of Rome, the ecclefiafticai 
mode of war, by croifades, was then employed againft them. Preachers were 
Cent abroad through Europe to found the blooay trumpet of vengeance, and af* 
ftmble the nations to the holy ware, granting the fame pardons and indulgences 
as had been conferred on the militant pilgrims j Q the Eaft : yea, paradife was/ 
offered fo low, that perfons for ferving only forty days in thefe expeditions' 
might obtain it. And the Pope wrote to all Chriftian princes' that they mould 
rather earn their pardon, and purchafe heaven, by bearing the crofs against 
thefe men than againft the Saracens. B/ thefe means were the fucceffive let* 
gions collected, which under Stmon of Mont ford, Lewis VIII. and Lewis; 
fcraamed tbe Sajnt t deftroyed fo many thoufands of innocent persons, not with* 
*ut luvotk and Ocflruftioo to tiemfelves : lor Beurand the legate, in hi* letter 
2 *' 
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threatened and folemnly adjured by the falvatkn and 
wounds of Chrift # A to perform the pious work. To com- 
ply with fuch mandates bath proved the moft effectual way 
to heal the greateft breaches, and obtain both peace and 
cordial friendflvp with Rome f. The moft bloody butchers, 

the 

t&Honortas defiring his recal, confefled that within left than 15 yean, above 
300,000 eroded foldiers had periled. In thefe armies. The legates, and other 
fcclcfialiics bore the chief fway, animating their fury, and hardening them in 
croelry. They difplayed their crucifixes before them, (which all the captains, 
before they began battle, adored with a humble kifs) a flu ring all of the forgive- 
aefs of their fins who died in the quarrel : a* the bi(hops of Tholoufe an<J 
Cotnminges did when the pilgrims engaged and defeated the King of Arragon, 
the Earls of Tholoufe, Comminges, and Foix at Muret on the river Garonne, 
with the flanghter of 400,000 meg, or as the vi&ors ieported 2,000,000, 
which they boafted they had (lain io the battje or purfuit.— The fame method* 
of war have been followed* and like encouragements granted by the church* 
and clergy of Rome ever fince, when heretics were to be exterminated.— Im- 
mediately before the rifiag in Ireland in 1641, the priefts were affitiuous in 
perfuading the people not to fpare man, woman, nor child of the Proteftants, 
telling them that " it would do them much good to warn their hands in their 
" blood :" they told them '* they were worfe than dogs, for they were devils, 
f* and fenred the devij, and therefore the kill.ng of them was a meritorious 
** ac>, and a rare prefervative a gain ft the pains of purgatory j for tht the 
«* bodies of fuch as fell in the caufc mould not be cold, before their foul* 
** should afcend up into heaven,** which made fome boaft, after they bad (lain 
many of the Englifli, that they knew if they mould die prcfently, they 
should go ftraight to heaven.— -So metitoriuus is this work accounted, th.»t pas- 
dors have been promifed to any who provided a faggot or a twig to burn a he* 
fetk: when one Peck was put into the fire at Jpfwich, in Henry VIII's reign, 
Doftor Reading (landing by, faid, w to as many as (hall caft a (tick to tho 
«* burning of this heretic, my lord bifhop of Norwich grants 40 days pardon." 
Whereupon Baron Curfon, Sir John AudUy, and others rofe fi;om their Teats, 
cot down boughs, and threw them into the fire ; and the multitude did tfya 
like. Bffiagt, Clark, Moreri. 

• Thefc are the words of Pope Martin V. in his bull againft the Huffiu* 
in 1410, thereby the emperor and other princes were irrigated to thofe wars 
which rav:ged Bohemit fomany years after; in the cour/e of which 'be va* 
lianr Taborite j made (ben a noble and fuccefsfui defence, and* gave Co many fig- 
nal defeats and fevere chaftifements to their powerful and unjuft oppreflbu. 
** That Bulla Hujpttca" fays Eneas Sylvius, who hjmfelf afterwards filled the 
papal (hair, " will be rather a matter of admiration than belief to poftcrity." 
*f Frederic II. after he had made war upon the Pope, and had been twice ex* 
communicated as a monfter worfc than Judas or Nero, procured his peace and 

R abfolution 



the moft a&ive and remorfelcfs perfecutors hate fharcd 
ifloft liberally of her honours, and largcfies, her bededio 
tions and panegyrics *• To help them in the profecutioa 

of 

abiblfction fiom Gregory IX, by paying iao,ooo ounces of go'd, and by pub- 
lishing fome cruel edicts again ft the Albiger.fiun refug- c:s, who had fled from 
deft ration in their own country into the empire, which aitcrwards became the 
franking lau t of the empire 5 by whij-h " they were branded with perpetual 
Ai ignominy, and declared public enemies; their goods were to be conrUrated, 
*• themielves burnt alive and their heirs to be difinherired : fuch as r canted 
" were to be /hut up io a perpetual prifon« The flm- punifliroen.. was to bo 
<* inflicted on ail who favoured or afiiftcd them, Tiie ho ifcs where they lived, 
*.' or ia)to which they wire received, were appointed to be deftroyce, and "ever 
*' more rebuilt : and the inquifitors were every where to be protected"— Such 
was fhe peace- offering made to the Roman idol* vvho is never more delighted 
than with hecatomb? of human fwrihecs.! 

Lewis XIV. had long and violent difference with the See of Rome, ft- that 
hefcar.ely efcaped cUpofition and his kingdom an inurdifl, but no fuoner had 
fee given the deadly blow to his Protectant fubjicls by repealing the edict of 
Nantes, and employed his dragoons ai.4 gallics* a ad ail the arcs of a tyrant to 
toot them out, than all hit paft offences were expiated and forgot, and Rome 
gracioufly fmjled and fawned upon him. The Pope wrote him a complimen- 
tary letter upon theoccafion, acknowledging his good fcrvic?, a:.d Celebrating 
kit piety and seal in the warmeft ftrains, Sj>«r.h. Hift. Cbr. col. i$so*. S£uhk t 
SynQdic.f. 156. 

* Earl Simon, who became the general of the crofkd armies in the Albigen- 
fian war, after otbets hid refuled the poft j who had r-red many cities and 
slaughtered the inhabitants, without fparing man, woman or child j who buried 
them alive in pits, and call them into rlrcs by hundreds and four hundreds at a 
■time, for reward Wus by the legate in a council at Montpelier in x 2 14, declared 
the prince of all the countries he had thus conquered or (hould conquer, which 
title was confirmed to him by the Pope, who Oiled him, the aft'ivc and dexterous 
foldier of Jefut Chrifl, end the invincible defender af the Catholic faitb. Thciq 
titles and donations were further confirmed to him by ihe council of Lateraa 
in the following yean whereupon he went to the king of France to receive 
inveftiture, and in every city and village as he patted, the Popifh clergy and 
yeople met him (as the monk of Serny writes) crying, Elcffed is be that comelk 
to us in the name of the Lord ; and every one thought bimfclf happy that could 
but touch the hem of his garment. Yel vengeance fuflvrcd him not long to 
enjoy his honours and new pofleffions, but foon after, when befieging Thou-. 
loufe, having received a wound, as he laboured to get out of the prefs, a ftooe 
difcharg*-d from the walls of the city by the hands of a woman, parted hie 
head from his body, and brought this invincible general, li^e another Sifeia or 
4bime!ecb A to 19 ignominious and deferred eqd* 

Henry 
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of this caufe, the Pontiffs have zealoufly contributed both? 
fpiritual and temporal aids : they have paid troops, lent forth/ 

their 

Henry VHI. in the days when his teal burnt hot for Rome, was not only 
hoooared with the title of Defender of the faith, but twice received the golden 
fofe from Julius II. and Leo X. which is fo 'folemnly blefied on trtw fourth 
Sabbath of Lent, by the Pope% a id bt flowed only on their greater! favourites . 
The fame compliment did Martin V. fend to his faithful Ion- a ad fervant the 
emperor ia 1418, who received it with the bigheft refpe& and bumble venera- 
tion, fcated on the Imperial throne. The holy rote, enriched with precious 
floats, was carried upder a magnificent canopy, and prefenred by tbe.cardinil*, 
biflwps, ejectors, and princes, accompanied with an incredible multitude of peo- 
ple. The (juke of Parma who headed the Spanish troops which (b long opprefled 
and ravaged the Low Countries, had a fword fent to him from the Pope, and 
fttfues were erected to his honour. Sixtus V. honoured the duke of Guile, the 
bead of the bloody league in France, with another fword of the dme kind, or- 
dering it to be delivered to him in token of his paternal affection, and a (Turing 
him that be held the principal place in the pontifical breaft. This gift was 
publicly preftnted to him In Paris with great cenmony and triumph; which 
having been refented by king Henry III. the Pope wnte him a letter by way 
of apology, exhorting him to maintain his prerogative, and fupprefs the rebellion 
of bisfu&jefls, 'and added, u that a canker in the (late was only to be cured by 
•* fife and fword, and that- it was necefTiry for him to give a vent to forae of 
u that blood which abounded tvo much in the veins of his fubjects." 

kwis catitd the Great had a higher eulogium beftowed upon him for being 
•pko-ftdfcn sea-lot againft bjerefy, than for all his other atchievements, not 
Q"!? by the Pope* but the whole herd of clergy and fycophanr,im bigots in his 
fctffcmt The bifhop of Valence in a harangue made to him in the name of 
thf ctavention of the French clergy at St. Germain's in 1684, after recounting 
&* fatay pretended converfions made by the royal mandates, bribes, threats, 
4t< kpt | ( In vain fhooJd I fearch into the ages part, in vain (hould I call to 
* >tyifitt>nct all the panegyrics of the fir ft and bMieft emperors."— And, after 
Mfjpiuntsring him with the titles of the great rcfiorer of the faith, and cxtir- 
P*U*.tf ietefy, he tells him, that. " thefe infinitely furmounted all his other 
" glOfioos titles." Then fpeaking cf his mailer's great victories in Germany, 
Wanders, &c, and the peace of tfimigucn, following upon them, he adds, 
" that the f.uit which the king had received by that peace, made it fully appa- 
u rent, what was the principal end be .aimed at in thefe victories." And indeed 
this was nothing mare thaft what the. Vynarque himfelf avowed in the pream- 
Ureorhe infamous edict of- revocation. Betides what innumerable medals, 
tables, ftatotaV-*riu»phal archef, appeared exhibiting the hero in the glorious 
tttimde* cru&iflg the hydt* under his feet? Courtiers, academicians, orators, 
aad ps*t% joisicd-in^efQundirtg his praifes. Nay, the poetefles and gentle Sap- 
alias of theltgs vscrt not.wanting with their incenfe and perfumes to embalm 
tbtV nalbceJP the teebfiaAtcal Doailiao : witnefs the pretty ode of Madame De- 
ll % ihoulicres 
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tfccir -miHtia, fcolle&ed and expended treafures, granted 
tithes # i while the clergy and religious of every order have 

cheerfully 

thouKerctfur%dcflu8ion de P bereft ej in which (he tells him he had atchicved 
fomething far beyond the rauft glorious of his anceftors, even Something more 
than hitman j and that his people only complained of his too great modefty that 
would not allow then to raife temples to him, and worfhip him as a divinity* 

A de ft grands fucch tout le del applaudit/ " > 

De long gimtfemens /* abimc retentiu 

Que d % antes ton fecouH d/robe i fes JkppEces ? 

Ah I pour fauver ton pevple, et pour vanger la foi i 

Ce que tu vie'ns de fare eft audejfus de Vhomme. 

1 De quelque grands tiOms qu*on te nonrme, 
On f akaijjc, il ii eft plus a* afiez grands noms pour to A 

Jnftruh par cent et cent txamples 
Qu'Z de moindres mortels on a bait des temples, 
Contre ta modeftie on ofe rhurthurer. 
Out, ft ta pict/ny mettoit des obftacles, 

Tet jours fertiles en miracles 

Kous forcer oient a t' adorer. 

iafnage. Clot*. Moteri. Gregor. Lett, Vita di Sifto V. tome ii. p. 307^ |of . 
Anfvf. to the late K. Jam. declarat. 1689, p. 8, 9. Poefies de Madame et de 
Mademoifelle DefiouL tome 2. /. 83. 

* Charles V. having been long prefled to make war on the Proteftants in 
Germany; entered into a league with the Pope for that end, which after diilem* 
bling for a time, and amufing the princes of the party with conferences, he at 
tail avowed in a diet at Ratifbone in 1546. " The fame day/* faya Maim* 
burg, " Cardinal Madrure pofted awty from Ratiibone, to carry the news of 
*' that declaration to the Pope who waited for it with impatience. He ijaiMfr 
** diately aflctabled the con'fiftory, where, as had been agreed Upon with the 
'" emperor, be declared, on bis part, war againft the Protectants *' and made 
*' Cardinal Trivulcio read the treaty which he had made with that prince alter 
'< the diet of Worrnes, by which the empeior obliged himfelf to make war wick 
<' thole of the Smalc»ldic league in the end of the month of June that year, 
*' to bring them back to the ancient religion, and the obedience which they 
<< owed to the' Holy See, without having it in his power to make an agreement 
" with them, or grant the to any thing relating to religion, without the conlejst ' 
" of the apoOolic legate. And the Pope alio seciprocaily obliged himself $0 
4< him, to maintain at hi* own eftpence, for the fpace of fix month*, the mtmf 
'• which be was to fend him of 12,000 foot and coo hotJe, permitting him to 
" take for a year the half of the revenues of the church »s of Spain, and to feB 
J * prtfently for 500,000 crowns the lands belonging to the monitories of tfctt 
•* kingdom, on concition that he fliriild refund them again after the wir. Aad 
" ifo the Pope hereby declared evidently, that it wis a war of tcJJgotV' ffa* 
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•cheerfully beftoWed their fubfidies*, learned the exercife,, 
and buckled on the arms of Mars f. 

But 

— * ■ 

tas V. incited Philip Iff. to make war on the Engriih, and prom i fed a million 
of crowns upon the firft advice that his army was landed in England : and ait his 
death he left 5,006,000, one of which was neirer to Be employed biit in the 
recovery of the Holy Land, and another only in a war againft infidels and here- 
tics 5 and he ordered that all fucceeding Popes ihoul J be obliged by oath to im- 
prove it for thofe ends. Tb eftablifh that fond he contrived new taxes, and 
advanced the Papal revenue 6c o, coo crowns per annum, Pius V. who was 
afterwards canonized for a faint, was a mod inveterate enemy to the Proteftants* 
He joined his troops with the Spaniards and Venetians againft the Turks: he 
afTifted alfo Charles IX. of France, that perfidious murderer, with 4400 foot 
and 900 horfc, and allowed him to alienate 150,000 crowns yearly of the reve- 
nues of the church to carry on the war againft the Huguenots. Gregory XIV, 
followed the fame fleps, and expended vaft furos in fupporting the Ouifean and 
Sp-mifh faction againft them. Malmb. Hift. du Lutheran* /. iv. to. ii. p. a, $4 
Sieid. Comment L 17. Greg. Lett, Viu at Sift. All. Geogr. vohii. 

• The fevcre ftaiures made againft non*conformifts to the church of Rome* 
•t well as the execution of them, have not only been procured by the importu- 
sifty of the clergy, but often purchafed by their liberality. In this they have 
ikparted from their ufual character, and have given away large fubfidies >vcry 
freely 3 a croifade, or a ftatute ex officio, or de heretico ctmburendo, being the 
left key to open the beam and unlock the coders of avaricioas^churchmen. So 
late as tb« year 1745, when fome cruel editts were revived and executed againft 
the Proteftants in France, the clergy are faid to have paid for them, by a very 
freat advance in their free gift j for we are told, (whether on good authority or 
xftk we" cannot lay), that, though the utrooft ftretch of their liberality had not 
formerly exceeded 1,600,000, it was, on that occafion, worked up to 2,400,000 
^f livies. 

*(• £n the thne cf the Catholic league, according to the uftt 1 cuftom in all the 
scckAaftical wars, a legate was lent into France, andrander him came troops of 
Issiiaa f relates, and religious of all forts, to rouze the furious zeal of the 
kagners, or, as they (aid, to fupport ike faith 5 and the clergy and monks of 
every order ia the kingdom were fo refolute in the caufe, that they marched up 
aad down the (beets of Paris in military array, with the crofc in one hand, and 
Che ipear in the other 5 the monks with their robes trcuUed up, their cowls 
thrown back upon their ihouldets, with the helmet on their head, and Jhield 
cm their back $ their leaders and fpiritaal tyuxots deli^htin* to be ityled the 
mmfont Maccabees :— fo the prefioent de Thou defcribes them j Proceffbnes »»- 
tfo, et ad banc dkm no* vifi faratu, public*, fpeHante populo, per cuuBos frt* 
jfBcntes urbts vkos cekbraid, in quibus Gu&tlmus Rofa epifcupus Sylvaveftcnjii, 
a Carihufiatmum prior, altera cruccm, altera haftam manu tenentes, tanquam 
jcau drags, etfircnui Mackabai, fie enimfe appellari gaudebant, primo\ or dints 
Mbtctbanif fiavebansut otdim pains Capuani, Foliaceai, Augujliaiaui,. Francif- 

cats, 
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But refraiftory princes who . have not been difpofed tcr 
glut Rome's* infatiable rhirft With enough of blood, or who 
have not pronounced her Shibboleth aright, have raet with 
no mercy. For the finalleft taint of anti-Romifti hereiy, or 
for tolerating it in others, their right of fucceffion has been 
denied and fet aJUe *, and with difficulty admitted even 

after. 

earn, DoMiiUani t Carmelite, fuccinBi orttnes, et eueutlafuper burner u re}eBa % 
fuippe ga!eati> e( launeati. Omnium fofe ocnlos cenvertebat Bernardus a Folia- 
ctoia or dine y adfruc juvenis 9 nnper Henrico III. rege 9 cmdonibus notis apud popu- 
Jum, pi after* pede clat»ius x uafyuarn ccrto loco confijlens, fed hue illuc curfitans-y 
modo infronte f modo in agminis targe, latum en/em ambabus manibus rolabat, et 
clattdicatienii vitiam g India tor ia mobilitate emeadabat. Another writer testifies, 
t~Du vifaKi meme dtt fen roi t la ligve avoit iriduit les moines a i habiller de 
tinxrfet CQuleurs, avec des cbapeaux paitnacbel de couleurs, portans harquebufe** 
amrfelets, et autrcs fortes d* armes, et faifant la garde au retrancbement des faux* 
bourgs de Paris quant et quant les autre: foldats. Thuan. Hift, /. 98. Mem. de 
M. de Never* t au Traite de la Prife des Armes en 1 j8o. to. ii. p. 7** 

• At it it the received doctrine of the church of Rome that harefy difqualiiicg 
• pet fon for holding any fort of authority or property, as we have already fecn» 
this (he bath endeavoured, to the otmofr of her. power, practically to fupport j» 
regard to princes. When Queen Blifsbeth came to the throoe, the Pope in- 
dignantly refafod to acknowledge her title,' bat told her amba/Todor, " Thai 
f England was a fee of the Papacy, and- that it was a high preemption in her 
** to aflame the crown without his coafent, cfpecialry fince (he was illegitimate 
4 bat if (he would renounce her pretentions, and refer herfek wholly to him, 
« (he might expect all the favour tht could confift with the dignity of the 
" Apoftolic Sec." And a facceeding Pope gave bet crown to Maiy queen of 
Scots, whofe pretentions the grtat body \ii Papifts favoured all her lifetime* 
which engaged them in perpetual intrigues and plots, an \ hallened the untimely- 
death of that unfortunate princeft . Mary was To entirely devoted to Rome, that 
(he was willing to have fold the birthright of her own fon, becaufe be was bred 
a Proteftant, and offered to difinbetit him, firft in favour of France, and then 
of Spain. Rttggemus Tritonius, abbot of Pinaro, declares, that Mary, the day 
before (he tattered, did, under her own hand, in the French tongue, declare, 
" That her fon James (hould not inht-rit England if hs remained a Protefiantf 
** bnt that the right of the kingdom (hould be- then* tranflatcd to Philip of 
•* Spain. 1 * After her death, that prince was folic ; ted continually by Jefuita and 
other agents of Rome to turn Pjpift, and, by importunity or forgery, they got 
a letter from him to his Holinefs, which Bellar.uine afterwards produced. And* 
when they began to lofc hopes of hfs change, they wrote books and libels . 
againft his title, proving it null an J void. Father Crcfwell, in bis Pbilopater, 
maintained,-r-®tfi relxponem Catbolienm Rvnanam deferify ngnanH jus a«nc 
amfit. And, to fet np a pretender, Parfonswrotf hit Dolemm, oa> Conference* 

abort 
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after the offender's retnro to the bofom of mother church, 
accompanied with ample renunciations, penances, and 

abfolutions, 

about the next fiiccefllbn to the crown of England, to exclude the Scots tide, 
and aflert that of the Spanjfh infanta, Father Walton in bis ^uodlibett confefles, 
that the Jefuit Parfons boafted, «• that ituy would all follrw and profecnte the 
11 king of Scots title, if he would turn Catholic ; but, if not, they would all 
*' die one after another againft him/' At iaft in x6oi Pope Clement VIII. fent 
two bulls to Garnet the Provincial of the Jefuits, the one directed to the Ca- 
tholic clergy, the other to 'the nobil ty of England, in which he inhibits them, 
after ihe death of that miferablc -woman,.zs he called Elifabah, from admitting 
jof any fucceftbr, however near in blood, who would not defend the Roman 
church and faith, and take an oath to do fo. Et qmudocunquc continent mifc* 
ram Mam foe mi nam cx.hacvUa excedcre, — non admiUennt quantumc unquc pro- 
pinqu'itatc fngmnis mUrentur, nifi cj fmod'i tffint, qui pacm Gitboficam ncn mode 
tolerarent, fedomni ope ac fiudio protnovercnt, et more majorum jurejwando ft it 
freflituroi fufcipereat. Cardinal D OiTat in hit letters from Rome, 6f that date, 
declared, that it was the refolution of that court, that king James flieuld lucceed 
in England, if he would turn Cath«Jic, otherwife it mull be fame other per* 
ion; and mentions two pretenders the Pope had in eye, the duke of Parma, and 
bis brother Cardinal Farnefe ; and that he had fent three briefs to his mintioin 
the I«ow Cuu"tries^K> be kept in his hand till the death of the queen, addreiled 
to the three eftates of England, admonifhiog them to onite together, in order to 
receive a Catholic king whom his Holinefs mould name to them-v-for the reftow 
ration of the Catholic religion, &c, He farther infornied the French king, that 
the king of Spain gave penfioni to the $nglifh Catholics, to retain them in his 
Service, and to facilitate his dcfigns on the crown of England ; that for the faint 
porpofe the Spaniards had erected the Englifh colleges at Doway and St. Omers, 
to receive young gentlemen of the beft families in England, and hereby to engage 
their friends to the Spanifh intereft ; and that the principal care taken in tbefe 
(crainaries, was to inftruct them in the firm belief that his Catholic majefly 
bad the true right of fucceffion, urging them to fubferibe to his tjtle, and to 
maintain it as nccetfary for the Catholic religion, 

Like practices were followed and intrigues fet on foot in France, but attend- 
ed w ith more fatal confluences, for debarring Henry of Navarre from the 
crown on account of his religion. To effect this was a main object of the 
league, which the houfe of Guife fo warmly fupported, not merely from vio- 
lent zeal for Catholicifm, and implacable hatred of the Calvintfts, but from 
their ambitious views of fucceetfing. The king of Spain promoted the league 
from Grail ar principles and motives and had a flrong party in the kingdom to 
fteond bis pretentions ; but all along the fpeclous and popular pretext, and the 
common bond of Union among the feveral parties, was leal for the Catholic 
religion, and the extirpation of herery.«t— The Pope emitted a thundering bull 
agalcft Henry and the prince of Conde, " excommunicating thaja as heretics 
** and abettors of heretics, depriving faem of their kingdom?, principalities, 

* lordfliif*, 



I 136 2 

ablblatibas *. Aad for this caafe, above all others, Jiave 

fentehces 

M lordfhips and dignities, declaring them and their defendants incapable of 
€t fucceedir.g to any principality or kingdom whatever, efpecially to the king- 
?? dom of France j pronouncing them liable to the punifhment contained ia 
'* the laws and canons, abfolving their fubjects from their oath of fidelity, 
*' and forbiding them to obey them." This bull was approved and figned by 
*5 Cardinals.— After the death of Hertry III. Gregory XIV. fent another 
hull t6 Cardinal Cajetan to proceed to the election of another king to the ex* 
clufion of. Henry the next beir threate ing ecdefiaftical cenfores a gain ft all who 
continued to follow him.— A fimilar commiflion was given by Clement VIII; 
to his legate feme time after, who pub'ifhed in 1593, An exhortation to tb4 
Catholics of the kingduri who f Mowed the party of the heretic, inducing them to re* 
no u nee his title and cbufe a Catholic. The doctors of the Sorbonne alfo by 
their fentences declared him incapable, and confirmed hit exclufion* The 
preachers violently propagated the fame do€bine. A Theologic doctor preach- 
ing at Rouen during the fiege in 1591, chufed for his text the words of 
Paul, Be ye not unequally yoked togttber with unbelievers, exprefly inferring ftom 
thence, " that it was incomparably better to undergo all forts of calamities 
" and dangers than fubmit to the king of Navarre declared (he faid) to be 9 be* 
■?• rctic and relapfed by two Popes :*' upon which he made, his hearers fwear 
that they would rather die/then ever yield themfelvcs to him.— William Rofc 
or Rof?, biihop of Senlii, whole real name it it faid, was Rainolds, an Englifli 
apofUte, publifhed a book in 15919 aftef the crown had devolved to Henry IV. 
with this tjt)e 5 Dei jufia reipub. cbrifiiana in reg&s mphs tt hcrcticot animadvor- 
June,juftijmaave catbolicorum ad Hen r hum Navarrum et quenuunque bareticvm 4 
regno Gallltt reptllindum confcederat'iane. And in 1594,00 the very morning of 
the reduction of Pajis, he pledged him felt" to the legate and Spanifh nmbafla- 
dor Co preach next day a fermon exprefly to prove the nullity of the king's 
title.— The insurmountable difficulties that prince found in the way of getting 
his right generally acknowledged, — the meetings, confultations and debates of 
the catholics about a iucceltorj their fetting up the Cardinal of Bourbon, 
againft him 5 the various manoeuvres and events of the war j the fucceis of the 
king fupported by his faithful Protectant fuhjects, and a party of Catholics who 
owned hi 8 title ip hope of his conveifion j the fubmiflion of the kingdom to 
him upon his turning Papift (a price too dear for a kingdom) with the rati- 
Ecation of the liberty and privileges of the Protectants by the edict of Nante.S» 
are noted events in the hi (lory of France, and form one of its rooft memorable 
periods. Each, bifl. Memor. to Proteft. Rugg. Triton, vita Vincent* Laura* 
Crefw. Philop. no, 256. Proceedings againft the Traitors. Lettrts de Card. 
D'OJfaL p. 54$. &c. Leti, vita, di Sijlo* to. ii. p. 53. Tbuan. I. toa. Memoir, 
de la ligue, torn. v. p. 312. Remarques fur la Sat. Menippe. torn. ii. Sec. 

* K>? Heny having long with flood the fury of the league, and altnoft 

broken i-s ioice, yielded at Jaft to his tears, and refigned himfelf into the hands 

of fu^erdiiioos pr'.tfts : thinking tp make all fure to his intereft by abjuring 

his religion and profefling himfejf a Catholic, This he did in the mod public 

I tuft 
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fidfcnccs of excommuoicatioQ and demolition been fulrai- 



and formal manner in the church of St. Denii 1503, before the Archbimop 
of Bourges, the princes of the blood, lords, gentlemen, and a congregation of 
biflwpsj abbots, docl rs, and curates. For the i'pace of three days he wai in 
perpetoal deVotion at St» Denis, clothed in the habit of a penitent, denying 
bun/elf all kinds of paftime and pleafures, always in conference with the pre- 
law, and pouring out aBttidance of tears ar the remonftrances they made him 
fetoh'u p£& offences. Having beeh heard in confeflivn by the Archbifhop, bd 
vasatlaft abfolved by him : though all who knew his real character could not 
totconfider this as a meic farce. He had told the Proteftant miniiters, a few 
months before, *' that if they heard a report of his falling: into any kind of 
u debauchery, r/ney might believe" it, for he had great weakneft on that fide; 
1 bat if they fliould hear of his having changed his religion they fliould give 
" no credit to it. 1 * But he (hewed himfelf to be much truer to the worj he 
bad formerly fpbke to his predcv-cfLr wheii follicited by him to fubmit to the 
*ope, profeffing be would d* any thing to pleaje tte Pope except to kift bis back — de. 
•—Yet all thefe fubmiflions were n^t l'ufficient to unbendHhe rigour of the pon- 
fcu>.flortoreftore him to the confidence of the more zealous Catholics. For 
inore ihin two years after the .ourt of Rome rejected ail applications for re- 
, coociJiitioh and abfolution, though repeatedly made by per/bus of the firft 
^oaHty, treating them wiih great fcorn and haughtihefs. Thefe were in the 
^ prociired by the negotiations of Cird.nals D'OfTat, .u.-i Perron, Aith much 
^fficdhj from Clement VIII. ^fter apposing prayers for 48 hours in all the 
cborcheiof Rome: thfc Pope acting -n the occanon as chief nSoiirner, going 
Wbsted for twp days together, at break of day, to the churc'i of St. Mary, 
*bere he celebrated hiafs, making the iiations weeping, without giving his 
waedi&ibii to the people. 

Neither the abjurations nor absolutions could entirely allay the violent fpi- 
Aaf the league againlt the king's perfon ana government, but it continued to 
w* Mm ill his life after, and he fell a fecrifice to it at iaft. Boucher, Pige* 
j»t, Commelet, Lucan, fcueilly, and a great number more preached " that it 
**" *isnot in the power of God nimfelf to convert the king, — that the Pope) 
' cofald not abfolve him, nor eiablifh him ill his kingdom, and if he did, that 
* k wonld himfelf be a heretic and excommunicated.*' After the king's 
^"sjj, Bottcher a doctor of Sorbonne deliverci a courfe of nine fermons on 
uefcbjcg, proving that he was neither truly reconciled, nor »!ghtly abfolved, 
ttilot confequence that none could acknowledge him without eir.g guilty of 
■ &imc and of herefy. Thefc he afterwards printed, and dedicated to the Je- 
$***,i»ith this title j Sermons de la S'mulUe ccuverfon, et nullit) de la preten- 
™* dfihiHon de Henri de Bourbon, prince de Beam, a S. Denii en i$oa Pro- 
*H»*cez a Parit p*r Jean Foucbcr. Moren t Grande Dift. bift t —Alcmoir de 
*%*. Thuan. I. 107. Salve Menip. torn. 2.. ct 3. 

8 Wtejd 
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nated againft them # : trcafonable plots, coflfpiracies, infiir- 

reftlons 

• t€ There is no tioubr," fjith Auguftus. Triuraphu*, «• but the Pope may 
" depofe all kings, v\hen theie is a reafooable caufe fo to do." Aud no caufe, 
is reckoned more resfwi»ahle"than thaj of pretended herefy. Bellarmine teM* 
" u*, chat the church does not always execute her power of depoungkere- 
" tichl princes, though Oic always retains it j" a ad he gives a very good reafonj 
for it, «* becaufe (he is not at alt tiroes in a capacity to put it in execution/* But 
a jY.rmal fentence of th: church is not reckoned ncceflary in this cafe to iava* 
lidate a fovereign's authoiiiy, and difqualify him to reign. Thq fact itfrlf it 
fufficient to do.it. " We have feen in qur own age," fays the author of 4 An- 
gular dialogue in defence of the Catholic league, " that heretics according tfl 
" the law, are imprifoned. adjudged to death, ignominioufly dragged on a dung. 
" cart to the place of public execution, and there burnt quick, and for horrac 
<< of the crime con fumed to allies, and will you dare fay that a heretic may 
" lawfully inherit a crown, who is confumeable by fire?" Is there any law faf 
recalling a criminal from punifliment to fway the fceptix ? — Pius IV. made a*. 
ordinance, which was figned by all the cardinals, by which " he renewed ail 
*• the cenfures and pains decreed by his piedeceflbrs, againft heretics, and de* 
" qlarcd that all prelaws, princes, kings and emperors falling into berefj a 
" ought to be accounted as fallen from their benefices, t dates, kingdom* or, 
" empires, without any other or farther declaration, and that they could not 
" be again reflored by any authority, not even by the Apoftolic See, a,nd tint 
u their goods and pofleffions m*uld be given to the fit ft occupant/' 

But yet they have not refrained from publishing particular fentences againft 
fuch, but have difcharged all the train of ecclcfiaftical artillery againft them oq 
many occafions. Several of tbofe princes formerly enumerated in the lift of dei 
pofcd, princes incurred that fentence upoo the charge of herefy. The nrf> they 
began to try their ftrength upon, we.v attacked upon this ground. Leo Ijauruty 
emperor of the eaft, for defacing fome iimges, and making an edict againft the 
growing idolatry of worftiipping them, was denounced a heretic by Gregory; and 
if we credit Baronial, " when the Pope could not make, him dtfift from hit 
'< defigns by word or writ, nor re (train him by kindnefs, but he proceeded front 
" evil to worfc, thinking the time now come lhat the axe ftould be laid to the 
" root of the. unhappy tree, by apoftolic authority, he cried cut it down ! Es- 
«' cited by this thundering voice the faithful in the eaft, immediately and erv 
<« tirely forfook the government of Leo, adhering to\the apoliolic Pope, Thus 
" Gregory left a worthy example to pofterity, that heretic*! princes ft.ould not 
" be fuflrrad to reign in the church o( Chrift, if,' being ofttn admoniihed thq; 
'* are found to perfift in obftinate error. At the fame time as Theophancs, 
« Cedrenui a and all the Grecian hiftoriass affirm, Gregory deprived bim of 
" his revenues in Italy. Zoniras records that thefe things were fynodically 
«* done at R* me, (as there is reafon to bilkvc), and that the emperor by the 
«« council was laid under an anathema."— The rcadtr by this time will readily 
eicufe tff from the talk of tracing dewn their prccecdirgs in the Line ft'Je 

through 
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wftkms and rebellions againft their perlbns and govern- 
ments have been fqrroedf, religioufly promoted, juftified, 
gloried in *. Such infernal defigns have been, with 

daring 

tkrwgh the fubfequent ages. JTf he has yet ally reliAS for mot* of thefe papal 
hills, he may find ttro veYy remarkable ooet directed againft two Englifli 
citvned heads. After Heflry VfH. had made hi* herefy notorious and into* 
JdiMt&y the burning blejfed Thbmas's bones, the pontiff after .avouching in the 
vfatlcant, " his authority over all the kings in the world, to pluck up and to 
<l deftroy, rommoned him to appear within 90 days at Rome> and his accom- 

* pikes within 60 day* ; and upon refuftl, declared him to have fallen from 
" nil crown, and them from their eftatta. He pat the whole kingdom under 
** in interdict, requiring all the clergy to go out of England within 5 days 
" from the time be limited, except fo many as might be nereffjry for bap- 
M tiring children, or giving the facrament to fuch as died in penitence. He 
^ dedared him and his accomplices infamous, and put their children under 
V iacapacWes : he abfolved all his fubjects from their oaihs of allegiance, 
^ charging them all to rife up in arms againft him, and that none mould af- 
•* fill him. He abfolved all other princes from their confederacies with # him, 

* aadobtefted them to have no commerce with htm. He required, all chri- 

* ftians to make war upon him, "to ftize the perfons and pods of his fubjecls, 
* add make them flavei. He enjoined all bifliops to publifli the fentence with 

* d« fotemmties, and ordered it to be affixed at Rome, Tournay and Dun* 
"kirk." In conference whereof hs wrote td the kings of France and Scot*. 
^ to put the bull in execution. Another of (he fame purport Was pub- 
fifod againft Queen Elizabeth, and affixed to the gates of the bifhop of LOn- 
^»*» palate iri 1570 under this title j a declaratory fentence of our holy lord 
Apr ftai t. agatnjl Elifabeth f the pretended queen of England, find the he- 
Wfci her adherents. In which alfo herfiibje&s are declared abfolved front their 
*& tf allegiance and any other duty they tiwe to her ; and -whoever Jhall hence 
J**mobey her are included in the fame anathema. In the bull, after large 
atferHons of the Pope's fovereign power, cc he pronounces her a heretic, and 

«N her adherents ; excommunicating them from the church, <iut of which 

Acre is no falvation; declares her to be deprived of her pretended right to 

1 Ac kingdom, and of all titles, dominions, dignities and "privileges whatfo- 

CTe f j commanding all her fuhjefts that they prefume not to obey her, or 

u her orders, mandates and hws, under pain of the fame fc-tsnee.*' — Juguft. 

Trnmpb. de poteft. Ecclcs. qu. 4*. art. x. Claude, Dcf. de. la. Reform, pari. 

■ "*• f*54. Baron, ad an. 730. Spanh. Hijl. Inng. §2. Ed. Hijl. B. iii. 

«*• '» a. 

The Popifh doctrines concerning herefy, and the papal power of deposing 
Finces and abfolving fubjecls, neceffaiily bring with them all thefe horrid evil* 
la their train. By thefe the confcicr.ces of Reman Catholics sre debauched 
fom their allegiance aid fidelity; and perverted from the duty of rxnintaining 

S % and 
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.daring and blafphemQus confidence, afcribed to the klpir*: 

tion 



and defending fuch governments, and not only fo, but obliged, trained op, and^ 
prepared to (et on foot, and promote, with all their might, every black and ne- 
farious attempt to fhajcc, to change, overturn and, deftroy them. When a king: 
19 c nfidered in the light of an impious tyrait and ufurper, and a government 
as totally illegitimate, no defigns or practices again ft them can be reckoned un- 
\yt rrantable j whe^er thi-y be attempted under the fanction of a diivQ pontifi- 
cal fentence or without it. c « Thofe bifliops," fay* a. certain Cardinal, u de- 
<• fervt no manner of blame or cenfqre, who roll every ftone, (he might hare 
<< added, -who would blow up ft ones too) that they may not live under a hereti- 
" cal prince." Nothing but v. ant of power is allowed as an excufe for Catholic 
*jubjecls not depofing their rulers. Bannes determines that " when the ki\ow- 

V ledge of the fault is evident, fubjecls may lawfully (if fo be they have fuf- 
(' ficient ft/ength) exempt tiiemfelves from fubjection to their princes, be ore 
',' any declaratory fentence of a judge. The faithful of England are hereby t^ 

V be excufed, who do not exempt themfelves from the power of their l'uperi- 
*' ors, nor make war againrt them; becaufe generally they ^ave not power 
" fufficient to make fuch wars again ft prince*, and great dangers are imminent 

*' over them." There is fcarce a nation in Europe but has been thrown. 

into war, combuftion and danger by tbefe pernicious principles. " Thcfe," 
as one juftly complained in tbe time of the ci\i) wars in France^ " have been 
*' like (harp fwords fcattered up and down the kingdom, whereby citizens and 
<* friends have been butchpreW one of another \ from this firr. was the torch 
'.' kindled which hat^i fince fpread. through all France and almoft reduced it to 
" afces; and from hence have flowed he pernicious ccunfels of making the 
*• kingdom a ptcy, and betraying it to foreigners: hence the deteftable con* 
" fpiracy and league againft the Moft s Chrijtian and trujy Catholic king Henry 
" III. and at la ft his death, perpetrated by an abominable parricide, tainted 
" with the poifon of f ch pernicious opinions : hence fire, blood, (laughter, 
" facrilege, pillage, barbarities, wonders, prodigies, and IVads of evils, which 
" for the pace of (even years have prevailed through the wretched nation."— 
If Ftance had caufe thus to complain, Britain no lefs. Since ;be com* 
mencement of the Reformation during the reigns of ten kings and princcflcf 
(not including their favourite Mary ar>d James, heir only lawful fovereigns, 
who ruled according to their own heart, but wi'cfc bloody days muft ever fee 
remembered with horror by. Proteflams) the'Papilts have never been at reft 
through one o' them; but have been embroiling the (late either by plots, con* 
fpiracics and cabals, or by infurreclions and open rebellions. When the 
ftrcngth of the party at home, or their hopes and promifes from abroad encou- 
raged them to venture on the latter, they have often brought their armies to , 
the field, they have not ceafed to be bufy in the former : in all which they 
have ftil) pretended to be advancing the caufe of God and doing him good fer- 
vice, and when brought to fuft'er for their evil deeds, have frldom been fo un- 
true to their faith as to ccfcifefi a crime.'- The treafonable, rebellious, and in- 
tolerant 
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lion of Heaven *, the finalleft luccefles have been conftrued 
into unqueftionable tokens of divine approbation, and no- 
thing 

tolerant fpirit of Papery hath uniformly produced thofe mifchiefs* It hath often 
laid the fatal train, and lighted the torch which hath threatened to con fume all 
Proteftants to aftes, had not kind Providence as often interpofed, and necefiVy 
penal laws been applied to check the fpreading evil. From the fame caofe the 
lame effects muft ever flow, in fimilar circumftances, and muft render the fame 
preventives needful. 

The Angle reign of Elifabeth affords fo many inftances, as alone may ferve 
far proof of what is aflerted, without calling in thofe which are fo notorious 
fiace. More efpeciajly, during the lrfe and refidence of Mary queen of Scots in 
England, never a year pafled without pjjdncing fome new plot or attempt againft 
the government. 

Ann. 156^. Intrigues between the* duke of Norfolk and that Popifli pretender. 
•—Plot of Ridolph, a Florentine, employed by the Pope to ani- 
mate the Papifts to an infurre&ion. 
„ 1569. Practices of Morton, a pried; and rebellion in the north. 
— • 1570. Pope's bull difperfed. — Rebellion in Norfolk and Ireland. 
,. 1571. Plot of the duke of Norfolk and of Dr. Story to encourage the duke 

of Alva to invade England. 
. ■ ■ 1572. Riot of Barnes and Mather. — Rebellion in Connaughr, ire. 
m ■■ 1573. Plot of the btfrop of Rofs. Great commotions in Ireland. 

■ 1574* Negotiations of Sir Francis Engle field for the <«Popiih intereft in 

Spain. 
n - 1575. Tumults on the borders. 

■ 1570* Secret tamper- ng of Meredith, a prieft, in Lancashire, etc. Tu- 

mults in Ireland. 

■ 1577. Plot of marriage btween Mary and Don John of Auilria. Treafon 

of Maine a pried. 

■ '- 1578* Defign of the Pope and Spaniards to invade England. — Expedition, 

or StukeJy, &c, 
•1579, Rebellion in Ireland, raifed by the Pope and Spaniards. ' 

■ 1 580. Arrival of Fathers Parfons and Campian in England with culls, &c> 

■ 1581. Jefuits and priefts executed for treafon. 

— -1581. Exception of more priefts and Jefuits for treafon. 
*— — 1583. Plot of Sommerville to kill the queen, &c. 

m 1584. Treafon of Throgmorton, &c, — of Mendozatbe Spani(h ambafla- 
<Jor. 

- 158$. Confpiracy of William Parry againft the life of the queen* 

— - 1586. Plots of Savage—of Ballard— of Babington, 6^.-*— Trial and 

' death of Mary. 

Jfiaron. ad an. 538, no. 84. Dominic. Bann. in Thorn, a. qu. 1%. art. a. Than. 
1 114. Hsft.ofEngl. 

♦The Pope, in his letter to the rebellious earls of Northumberland and 
Wcftmoreland in 1570^ fays, " Behold eve* now, he that of old things makes 
V" '■ " 4 * ~" " new 
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thing lefs ihRU miracles *. To execute them, or die in the 
attempt, has been reckoned the moft heroic piety f, the in-, 
fallible path to eternal felicity f, entitling perfons to the ho- 
nours 

" new ones, and of naw things old ones, our Lord Jefus Cbrift hath by yoa 
M (men dear to us and eminent, at well by tijc ftudy of Catholic piety as be 
" noblenefsof birth) determined pcrad venture to renew and confirm the ancient 
" anion of the Roman church with that kingdom; and therefore hath infmfed 
« into you that mind moft worthy of the zeal of your Catholic faith, that yoa 
« would attempt to reduce bjck that kingdom (delivered fmm the moft vile 
" fervttude of a woman's loft) to the ancient obedience of this holy Romany 
" See* Which pious and religious endeavour of your minds, , we commend (at 
" is fit) with Juft praifet in the Lord, AaJ giving it that bleiTing which you de- 
M fire, ^rc— exhorting you in the Lord, and, with all poffible earneftnefs of 
a our mind, entreatiog you to perfevere conltamly in this your fo exceeding 
" good-will and laudable purpofe 5 being aflbred, that the omnipotent God, 
" whofe works are perfect, and who hath excited you to deferve well of the Ca- 
'f tholic faith in that kingdom, will be affifting to you/' Epift. Pit V. /• ir« 
ep. 10. GtbuL Vita Pit V. /. iil. c. 9. 

* " Bat the great God of battles/' (fays a memoritl addreiTed to the deputies 
and eftates of the kingdom of France, 1589, by the partisans of the Gutfes, with 
the approbation of doctors), " knowing the purpofe and heart of that tyrant aad 
" atheift Henry, who hoped, by the death of that prince, to plant hereiy in 
u France, warded off the ftroke, and fo favoured that prince, that with a hand- 
" ful of me a he totally routed a powerful army.*' — " The connnivances and 
" fecret pra&ic»s of thofe" (fays another prefented to the parliament of Paris) 
u who had it in their power wholly to ciufh the heretics, gave them, on the 
" contrary, courage and opportunity to conduit into the heart of the kirgdom) 
" a formidable army of ftrangers, which were miraculouily difperfed by fupcr- 
« natural means ! God, who is pleafed to make ufe of the tniniftry of men, 
" chufed principally the dukes of Guife and Maine for the exploits of Villemo* 
" ry and Aulneau. But thofe who cculd eaf;ly have extended tht happy effects 
«' of fuch a divine vi&ory, dec.'*—" You fpeak only of human meant," (fay a 
the fworn Catholic in the dialogue already referred to), *' but as for me, I look 
<< to the extraordinary works of God, who hath led them** (thofe of the league) 
" by the hand frofn the beginning t and indeed when I confider their acTons^ 
" both before and fince the blockade of Paris, they are all miracles : for before, 
" they orpo r ed the enterprises cf a king, a tyrant, an abettor of heretics, an4 
" a grand hypocrite j and fince, tbey have oppofed the eft abli foment of a here- 
•< tical king, againft the united forces of both the one and the other; ami 
" if there was no appearance, humanly fpsaking, of fuch oppofitioos, If they 
" have, contrary to all human expeftation, refilled, the one and the other, . 
* God alone muft be the author of fuch enterprises," Sat. Memp, tomt IT. 
£• *97, 3*5- rt towe '"• P' 445, 44©"- 

f f " But if in attesting the Catholic faith/* (adds Pope Plus in the fore* 
apntjofted letter), «« and the authority of this liwly, See, yea fhould fufttr death, 

•« and 
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npturs of faintfhlp, and the glorious crown of martjrr- 

cjoea, 



j 



«' and your blocd be f/ilt; it would be much better, by the confeflion of God, 
" to fly, by the compendium of a. glorious death, to life eternal, than, living:, 
4 ' bafciy and ign<jminicufly, to (Vrve the luft of an impotent woman, uith the 
" lofs of yenr &u)a." — When Carefby propofed the gunpowder plot in a meet* 
ing of the ringleaders, they approved it as a noble defign, and, when Fathers 
Garnet, Teftnond, aad Gerard, were confuted, they aCired them, ** they 
'* might proceed with a good confeience, and perform the deed, firrce the defign 
M w«tagainft heretics and eacomm unleaded perfons," When Guide Fawkef 
•wu taken in the cellars, with the dark lanthorn and match, the night imnie* 
drater* before the execution of the diabolical ptot, aod brought before the coui»* 
oil* he declared, '« that he was only forry that Jie had failed in the execution; 
" that the Devil and not God had betrayed his good defign; that he had done 
* all for religion and confeience fake ; that the king was not his fovereigw, he- 
** crnefe a heretic, and that it was no (in to deftroy htm.'*— Sir Iverard Digby, 
smother of the trakois, in his laft letters calls that for which he offered, the 
ktfi €OMfc t and declares he " /hourd die full of joy, if he could do any thing for 
'* file caufc, which he loved more than his life." Grant, another of the con* 
ipkaterc, faid at his execution, that " be was fo for from accounting it a fin, 
" that, oft tiM contrary,, he was confident, that noble defign had fo maeh- merit 
" in it as would be enough to make abundant fatitfaltion fbf aU the fiat Of his 
«* whole life.** Garnet, a chief promoter of the plot, boefted of hazarding hit 
life, for the Catholic caufe j but, fays he, it is necrffary that one man die fin tht 
-whole people, applying to himfelf what Cajaphas had fpoken of Chrift. The 
AsnoGaruat eonfe&d, that he had offered facrifke to God not only for faccefs, 
hoc adfo for prevention, if it -was nut profitable fir the Catholic ckupcA;— yet, re- 
lenting before his death, he rpoke thus : " 1 mad acknowledge my fault, and 
** eonfefc the fcntenee of death pronounced 4 againft me moft juft," &c. Yet 
thfe- u that Carnet of whom a late writer, and an elf gant writer too, has the 
front to affirm, publicly to the Brttifh people, whom, doubtlefs, ke believed rea» 
4y to fwallow any thing againft penal laws, " That his only crime was, refuting 
** to betfave what his fovereign, the fupreme head of the church of England, 
** would have him to believe." However horrid the treafon was for wh.ch thefo 
peribni feared, it has had, and it fecms yet has, many apologifts. Copley fays, 
•* he could never meet with any one Jefuit who blamed it.*' When divers Pa- 
pifts fled into France upon the difcovery, and were kindly received andconfoled 
by the governor of Calais on account of their lofles : " No," replied one of 
them, u we grieve not at all for thefe lofles, but that fo brave and glorious an 
'* action had no better fuccefs." Whieh anfwer fo incenfed the governor, that 
he had almofl precipitated him into the fea, as he after told De Thou, who re» 
lates the Ijbory. When fome of the malefactors efcaped to Rome, they found 
not only fanftuary but promotion : Widdrington owns, that two of the Jefuirs, 
upon their arrival, were countenanced and rewarded ; one being male th: Pope's 
penitentiary, the other a confeflur in S-. Peter's church. Eplfl. Pii, &c. Trial" 
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dom # ; while loyalty and obedience to fiich rulers have 
been declared damnable fins, never to be pardoned either ill 

this 

•ftbe Traitors, Burnt fs Serm, on %th Nov, 1710. Caufab, Epift. p. 180. Lett, 
by Erafmus on relig, Moderai, Weekly Mc$az. vol. xlii. no. 1. Ed, SepL 1778. 
Copley, Rcaf. of Converfton, p. 13. Sim. D'Etbes of Perfec. p, 55. 

* The Roman Catholics not only venerated Garnet as an oracle and Pope 
when living, killing his feet, but hit ignominious end did not binder them 
from .paying him the higheft honours after hit death. Several learned men of 
the church of Rome wrote profcfTed apologies for him, particularly Eudaemon« 
Johannes, Bellarrnine, and Gretzer. The author of Anti-Ottton affirms, that 
•? Garnet and Oldcorne, juftly executed as traitort, are by Bellarrnine ftyled by 
" the honourable name of martyrs, at alfo by the apologift for Garnet $ and 
" thereupon they are ranged in the catalogue of the Jefuits martyrs; lately 
" printed at Rome, a copy of which/' fays be, " is to be feen and fold at the 
" palace in the Prifoners Gallery, and that fince the death of the lung,'* (Hen* 
ry IV.). In the grand college of the Jefuits at Rome the portrait of that pro- 
vincial has a place among the martyrs, as Mi (Ton and others teftify: *• In a 
" large hall, where are the portraits of the Jefuits martyrs, we have remarket} 
« that of the famous Garnet, that hardy fervant of the fociety, who was hanged 
u and quartered for the powder treafon. By his fide is placed an angel who en. 
" courages him, and fhews him heaven open." Nay, fuch an opinion was en* 
tertained of bis fan&ty, that miracles were attributed to him : fo Sheldon, in 
bis motives of conversion, 161 2, relates the miracle of Garnet's picture in ft 
flraw. 

Upon the death of Francis duke of Guife, 1562, a celebrated Jacobin preach- 
er .made his funeral fermon in the church of Noire Dame, in which he treated 
him as a martyr, and {aid, that nothing hindered him from giving bis hero the 
name of faint but his deference for the Holy See, which had not yet got time 
to canonize him. About the fame time the cardinal of Lor rain his brother fpoke 
of him, as a holy martyr, in a difcourfe which he made at Venice, and in a let-' 
tcr to their mother, which was printed. No lefs wat faid of the duke his fott, 
whom the king caufed to be put to death at Blois, 1588, for his treafonabie de,- 
figm againft the (rate and crown. Friar Bernard, called petit Feuillant, in a fer- 
mon foon after, exclaimed, turning to the duchefs his mother who was prefent, 
«' O holy and glorious martyr of God, blejfed it the -womb -which bare thee, ami 
the paps -which thou haft fucked.** When the news of his death, and of the car- 
dinal his brother who was involved in the fame practices, were carried to 
Rome, the holy father beat with his hands, flamped with his fett, and broke 
out in fuch a furious rage as affrighted all near him j and proceeded to curfe and' 
excommunicate the king and all his adherents. Upon this event the zeal of the 
leaguer* became altogether ungovernable ; for they considered thefe princes as 
their tutelar deities, and were ready to worfhip their reliques j which occaiionedf 
the order to burn their bodies, and fcatter the afhes in the wand. The people* 
of Tholotfe, to fbcw their devotion for the dcceafed, drcfled ftatues for them,' 

* / which 
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this world, op in that which is to come *; To give birth, 

credit^ 

which they adored and made to weep; wpHe they dt faced tbofcof the king, and 
carried his picture through the ftreets, displayed in the form gi a banner, crying, 
"ThepiBitreofibe tyrant is to be fold fir five fols, to buy 14m an falter ft) bang bint" 
Jclfl and afterwards (aliened it to the dead body of Duranti the prefident, whom, 
they had murdered for oppodng their diforders} andj having cxpofed them for 
iome tiole* made it his winding fheet, and buried inerri both together. A certain 
female faint fpread through Pans, M that Vhe knew by revelation, that God had 
" mercy on the duke and cardinal, and that they were in Paradife, in confide. 
*< ration of the ho'y league, their death being a baptifm of blood in which their 
«« fint had keen warned away." 

Have we not in our own days heard of traitors being made cdnfeflbrs ? A Dr f 
Dcac—n* after the lad rebellion, is even faid to nave worshipped the (kulls of 
the rebels fixed up on tKe Exchange at M^-ch— ft — r. And. End. Jo. Apoh 
fro Hear, Gam. ap. Col ann. idio. Voyage d* Miff. to. ii, p. 140. let. iov 
Ken* Sernts &c. Beza 9 Hift. eccl. /. vi. ad aan. 1561. ScaVgerana. Lett, 
Vd. <& Sift, far, it. p. 399. 1 $. Faille, Annal. de Tboloufe. Vign f Mant. 
Mehng.iHift. to. ii. ^139. Rem. fur la Sat. Men. to. ii. p. aai, 6-c. Owen, 
Jae. and Nonjur. Princ. eiam. Manet, pr. 1747. . 

• fatien a new oath of fidelity and allegiance to government was appointed to 
be takerij after the confpifacy arid iniiirreclionof the powder-traitors, and wheii 
many of the Papifts fwalfowed it, afier a confutation helti at Rome, a brief was 1 
Tent, forbidding tnem to do fo, as being incompatible with fahation. And after 
the firft, a fecond was fent to the faitie riurpbfe j and the Pope fbrtfiet ordered 
Bellanmne to write to Blackwell, the chief prieft lii England who favoured the 
oath, exprefsly upon the fubjee'r. On this Catholic doctrine, the l|e»guer, in the 
dialogue already quoted,. gives a very good comment: " Your resolution istd 
<* eftat>1im a heretic, and a perfon excommunicated, and yet you wouid have it 
'* believed that you aire Catholics t but I would rather chufc to believe that 
*« black is white, thin that there is not the treated contrariety in trie world 
•« cetween the Catholic and heretic. Ill favouring a heretical king y n woald 
«* frill pcrfoade iii that you are good Catholics, that you do well, and that we 
*« are feditious, and are greatly to blame, for refifting him : but I firmly believe; 
•* that porterityi when they mall truly unJcrftand the tfanfaaions of our time, 
*« will think, either that you were pbantom, without fcnfe, reafon; or judg- 
«' ment; or elfc persons nioft malicious, and forfaken of Oodi for the refinance 
** you make to a ihinfe. sis evident and dear as the light 1 and I fcruple not to 
** fay that, comparatively^ the heretic is lefs in offence, and commits not rack 
•« a fin in rhaintaining His herefy, sis you are guilty of in favouring him, and 
*' proftitiiting the name of Catholics, whefeby you are not only abettors of he- 
«« retics, but real hypocrites, finning againft the Holy Gboft, and offending the 
«« truth itfelf deliberately and wilfully, a fin altogether irremirlible." — «« For 
w my part I would rather chufe to be a Spanifli Catholic, to live in my religion, 
«* ind promate my fclvation, than a French heretic to the loft of my foul."— 
.. ' T "One 
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cretfit, and fucccfs to hchphus trcafons, prayers # , fermonsf, 

facramcnts,, 

u One thing comforts me, that, if I fliould die for this quarrel, I am .allured 
" of the falvation of my foul through the mercy of God, and that you are on 
" the high-way of damnation.*' — «• If in fupporting the heretic, and in favour- 
«■ ing herefy, there be a paradifc, I believe the Catholics would be in great ' 
" danger; but if by fupporting the Catholic religion, and leaguing again ft a be- 
*• retic and herefy, one is faved, I believe that heretics and thofe who fupport 
u them are damned, or the word of God fails. I chufe not to beftow mor* 
" words on you j nothing but obftinacy and the wind of herefy carries you head* 
" long; for if ycu were 'Catholics, and believed the word of Cod, you would 
x( hold this maxim moft true and indubitable, that every man who follows and 
*.* favours a heretic is excommunicated ', without the church, and is repuUd a he- 
*• retic, as being an abettor of one. This is the great p>int which I have proved 
« to you ; for the truth is — the king of Navarre is a heretic j his pretended' 
" conversion is feigned and null, and yet you follow and favour him,** &c. 
dldmix. Hifl. of Engl. Dial, a" entre le Makeuft. et le Man* en Preuv, de h 
Sat. Menip. to. ill. f. 56:3, 581, &c, 

* King James in his Premonition to Princes tells them, that forms of prayer 
were compofed and ufed for the fucccfs of the dark cerifpiracy in his reign ; 
which Garnet alfo acknowledged. After the death of the duke of Guifc tho 
Sorbonne came to the refolution of erasing the king's name out of the forms 
of prayer, and forbad all to pray for him under the pain of excommunication* 
At the fame time, all the chief devotees of the league, the Spanifli ambaflidor, 
the fix teen of Paris, all their families, frc. inrolled themfelves in the Congre- 
gation of the Chaplet, eftablifhed forae time before i\ the college, chiefly but 6i 
zeal to promote the rebellious league. All the members were bound to carry a 
chaptet about with them, and to fay every day the prayers belonging to it.— 
" Our congregation,** (fays one of the number), " meets every Sabbath in a 
" high chapel, in which all our brotherhood are obliged to be prefent, unlets 
*' fome neceffary excufe prevents them. There every one of us confefles on 
11 Saturday, and communicates on Sabbaih. When mafs is -faid, one of our 
" fathers exhorts all the company to continue firm in their devotion, which it 
" atpitfent called rebellion in France. Which done, all the commonalty de> 
" part, aod thofe of rank and authority in the place remain, to confult and re- 
'< folve on the affa rs of the holy league.** This is that fraternity to which Six- 
tus IV. and Innocent VIII. gave 19,000 years and 29,000 quarantines of indul- 
gences, and a plenary reroiflion of all fins once yi li f e, and when going out of 
the world, for faying the Pfalter of our Lady. K. Jam. Worh y p. api. Mem* 
de la lig. Jo. iii. f . 50*7* Pdquier, Catecb. des Jeftdt. I. Hi. cb. ao. Sat. Men. 
to. ii. p. 3x0. 

f The Popim clergy in France, by their feditious and fanatical lermons, had 
ever a principal hand in inciting the nation to exterminate the Proteftaats, and 
iu caofing all the wars and cruellies which fo long reigned in the kingdom on 
acco%ot of religion. After Henry I J J, defcrted the league, and joined with the 

king 
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laments *, ccclcfiaftical cenfure? f, abfolutions J, oaths^ 

covenants, 
« 

Icing of Navarre, they animated the people every where to rebellion* and nothing 

was beard from them but war, blood, and death. One of them, Panigarolle, 

a Cordelier, bi/hop of Ad, who in his yojunger days had preached the maftacrct 

at (be conn of Charles, returned to France in the train of the legate, to advance 

the ctufe. Having one day, during the fiege of Paris, dropped a word about 

peace, at which the fixUen were orlenc'ed, to repair the fault, next occafion, 

be told his auditory, " That fotne malevolent perfons had reprcfcnted him as 

" a nun of peace, and were fo impudent as to f iy, that he rauft needs liften to 

•« peace; but in this, he (aid, they lie-i mod wickedly; he then cried out, 

•• Guerra, gverra, gucrra y War, &c. and fell into fueh a fuming wrath, that 

•' he forgot to drink a cup in the midft of his fermon, as he was accuftoraed to . 

*< do." Linceftre another trumpet of war, in a fermon on AfhWcdncflay^ (aid, 

<* That he would not preach the gofcel to them that Lent, becaufe it was com - 

«< moa, and every one knew it, but he would preach the life, the alts, and 

" abominable deeds of that perfidious tyrant of Valois;" and vomited out *~ 

thoufand reproaches and calumnies againft him, faying, " that be invoked the 

«' devils."—" H«w much" (fays one who lived in that unhappy time) " ought 

" we to deteft theie fanguinaiy preacher?, who are every diy holding tha knife 

« 4 at our throar, who make Catholics die, fome in prifon, others by torture, 

«« throwing fome into the water, &c. who have rendered, in one year's time, . 

** 100,000 families defolate, and will be the caufe, before the fire which they have 

" kindled he quenched, of the death of 500,000 peifonsj— who have bewitch- 

" ed and blindfolded the eyes of Catholics to fuch a degree, that they think they 

*« make a very agreeable facrifice to Ood, if they can carry away the fpotl, yea, 

•■ the head of a father, brother, kinfman, or neighbour, if they have not con- 

*' fpired and fworn the ruin of the (late with them j and the more homicide*, 

** rape:, and thefts they are engaged in, (o much the more do they thipje tbem- 

«' felves advanced in credit with the party, and worthy of reward.* 1 Tbuan. 

/. p8. Le Grain. Dec. de Htn. le Gr. I. v. p. 450. Sat. Men. /*. ii. /. 444. 

eftit£74> *7S. 

* At the beginning of the Irift rebellion and mafTacre in Ireland, the priefts 
gave the facrament to their people on condition they fboutd f ; >are none. Thf 
fane thing was done by the gunpowder traitors. In the difcovery of the Popim* 
plot in 1678, ore of the witne(Tes depofed, " That the monks of Doway firft 
«• mid him of the. defign, and, after four facraments of fecrecy, fent him to 
«* Haictfnrt a Jefoit in London j and he had been often told, that there was not 
" a Roman Cuholic in England, of any quality or credit, but was acquainted 
•* with the delign, and bad received the facrament from their fatber-confeflbrs, 
" to be feciet and affiftant in carrying it on/* etc. 

■f In the infurrection in Ireland, one Halligan, in the true fp'rit of his 
church, read 'an excommunication apainft all th«fe who (hould harbour any 
Englifl? or Scots, or relieve them by alms at their duer. Qther excommunica- 
tions were afterwards published, diving the teb^lign, againft all who did not 

T 2 en#t§e . 
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covenants *, and whatever is facred in religion, or inqjtj- 

engage in the cemmon caufe, or who defer.ed it. The like meant were ufed ky 
the leaguers in France. (See before, p. 94.) 

} arrived in Ireland, from abroad, with fupplie*, and a 

burl dated i6th of May, 1643, ^ or tnc rebels, granting a general jubilee, and au- 
thorising an absolution to all thofe engaged in the in fur region from all crimes, 
however enormous IJ£«>H the Tuurfday after the difcovery of the gunpowdef 
plot,' Father Hammond abfulvel all the ttaitors,~though then in ofren rebellion: 
Garnet had done the fame to Gieenwell, without requiring him to declare hit 
penitence,' or deteflatxon of the crime. Difpenfations were (o common at that 
time in England, that Helot the Jerait, and his companions, gathered the fum - 
of '50,000 1* for them. In France, even the fiends who were moil aciive in the 
Bartholomew mafceres, were very readily ahfolved. The Pope's legate coming 
to Lyons ihortly after the horrid fcenet there, as he came out of the great church' 
from mats, all the chief murderers kneeled for his abfolution, and when he was » 
told who' they Were, he aM^lved them all by' making the fign of the crot. 
MacautyiHift. vol. 3. Proceed, ag. the Trait, p. 47- Belts Pope's fatter. 
Clark's Martyr, etc. ^ ' * ' • 

1 '* The following oath was adminiftered to the numerous confpirators in the 
plot in the beginning of James's reign :— -«« You (hall fwear by the blefted Tri- 
** nity/'ahd by the f>crament yon now purpofe to receive, never to di clofe, di- 
* c tecily nor indtteclly, *by word or circumftance, the matters that (hall be pre~ 
«' poled to you to keep feeret • nor deGlt from the execution thereof ;' until the • 
** reft (hall give you leave." The Iriih rebels in 1642 united them felves in a 
tody, under the ftvle of the Confederate Roman' Catholics of. Irelancf, binding 
them felves to the confederacy by an oath of aflbciatioo to maintain ant defend 1 
the public and free e*ercife of rbe PopiuY religion again ft all perfoos" who thou Id - 
©ppofe tHc fame, etc\- The famous French league was eftablifhcd and confirmed 
by the moft folemn' baths, which were impofed an all the party. ' Thefe osubt 
were, by the factious clergy, exafted of many publicly in the church'e?, particu- 
larly after the death' of the duke and cardinal of Lorraine. Linc'efter, of whom 
before, on the rlrft day of the year 1589, after fermon at St. Bartholomew, made 
all preknt to fwear' by lifting tip their hands, that thry would, to the lajl penny 
of their putfe t 'and the lafi drop of their Hood, revenge the death of thef: Catho- 
lic princes. Among others he difflnguimed Harlay, fir it prcfident of ' the par- 
liament, who was in the king's intereft, and fuppofed to be cenf-nting to their 
death, calling to him repeatedly; " Lilt up your band, Mr. PteGdent, lift it 
** up high;' if you pleafe, that every one may fee it.** In the end of the fame 
month the parliament made a. remarkable declaration, in which " they promifed 
'• and fwcrehy God/ his mother, the angels, and <til the fain is of Paradfe male 
4< and ferrale, that they would coptinue all thei/ lifetime in the Roman catho- 
*' lie reRgiori, and preferve it with their lives aud 1 01 tunes, even to the laft drop 
'< of their blood, and that thry would avenge the death of the heads of the 
«« league upon all perfons, and hearken to ho treaty of peace with out' common 
*"< cenfem," etc. This declaration they all fign'ed with their blood*. Proceed. 

qiM Uhe Trait. MeicauL Hiji. Horn, *Mbt. Brit. n. Item', fir la Sat. Men': 

» •• * "■ « • 
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jure and fafcinadng in fuperftition *, have been proftituted : 
or employed," and often with great effeft, among thofe di- 
yeftecl of every fentiment of religion, virtife, or. humani- 

• T"I*e artifices of the. holy maid of Kent, and her aflbciates, to excite fedi- 
faaa itx the beginning of the reformation in England, are well known. The 
pretended ecftafies, and foolifh prophetic vifions pf that convulfionary, under the 
management of monks afnd difaffe&ed ftatcfinen, were artfully improved to de- 
cry the reformers, Luther, and the Bible itfel/, and to inflame the minds of the 
fnperftitious again ft the king and the new meaftires of government : for -which 
(he was -veneratec/, both before and fi.ice Ijer death, as a prophetef*, by many 
Caibolici. Soon after, in the fame reign, appeared an army of rebels to the 
amount of 40,000, under Aik, and James piamond cal'cd the earl of poverty^ 
for the Teftoration cf'the good old caufc. They termed their rebellious march 
tke pilgrimage of grace, and had 60 their banners and their fleeves the five 
wottnds of Chrift. They enured into an oath to re-eftablith the church in ber 
right*, to foppreft herefy and heretics, 'etc* After they were fappreifed, befides 
other ecdeGaftics who were the chief incendiaries, four abbots, two priors, three 
inonlcs, .'ftven prietfs, were put to death, with Dr. ftljckrej, prior of Barlings, 
*ho» a little before, 'had headed another rabble pi 10,000 in> Lincolnshire, in 
the difgoifc of a coSler. 

. A noi n<r fuch gracious pilgrimage was fet on foot in Devonshire in Ed- 
ww * V"I,*s time, \n which they carried the confecrated hoft, borne under a ca» 
wpy before them, with croflls, banners, candle (tie les, and other holy trumpe- 
Ti ^hkn, though powerful enough to feduce the blind zealots to the field, 
yet w« re not f u flicient to preferve them from defeat. After they were quelled. 
&* *icar of St. ^bomas was hanged on the top of his own tower, in all the 
P° m P of his canonical eqoipage, with his beads at bis girdle. This, was imme- 
tiiwely followed by another In the fame tafte, and on nearly the fame pretexts, 
-voder the conduit of Ket the tanner, who took up his reudence, like an an- 
cient druid, in itbe oak of reformation, from which he. ottered his oracles and 
tatrt. •■■■•■*■• 

■ Jr » the reigo of EUfabetb, the rebels under the earls of Northumberland and 
- % drnoreland aifplayed for their enfigns the crofs, and five wounds of Chrifl. 
to their holy pilgrimage feu th ward, they tore Engltih Bibles, and trampled 
laeni under. their feet, as at Durham j — at Darlington they befprinl^led the ar« 
W with holy water, and at Rippon heard mafs to forward their treafon* Mbf- 
toathe prieft carried the banner, with ftore of bulls of abfolu^ion to fojch as 
would renounce the heretic, and take the oath of allegiance to the man with 
the .triple crown. < The ?ope*s. blejfei banners Ime, in like manner, beep dif- 
. fi'jed. at different times, in Ireland ; and in the beginning of James's rejgn, 
Don John D'Aquila arrived there with the title of General of the Catholic king 
m Gfifs war, fir maintaining the faith in Ireland, , 

D'Aubigne relates, that «.* foon" after the conference of Poifly, an armed 
"> troop of leagues; appeared in Provence, with a Cordelier at their head carry- 



, ty # . Nay, farther,, that the fons of Rome might* not flop 
tUl they had put the eppe-ftone upon their treafons, the 
duty of afTaffinating fuch princes, or killing them by 
any means, efpecially after a fentence, parted againft 
them, has not only been taught f, and vehemently preach- 
ed 

" tag a crucifix before them. They defeated, for their firft exploit, at Brignoks 
" a company who appeared for the king: after that they took for eafign in 
". their colours the keys of the P»pe, and every one of them began to wear a 
" cbapl*t about his neck. One of them made his own fitter to be forced in hi* . 
" prefence, hecaufe flic would not go to mafs." Their religious fury role after* 
wards, to fuch a height, that they had recourfe to the rites of magic for the de- 
ftru&ion of the king. They made images of wax, and placed them on the 
ajtars, and, in their folemn devotions, prickea and (tabbed them to the heart, 
Thty alfo earned in their proceflions certain candles, which they extingui/hed 
with certain noaJcal ceremonies, etc. as the journal of the king gives an account: 
fureut faxtes a Paris force images de cire, quils tenoient fur Us autels, tt Us 
fhquoiett a cbacune des guar ante r»effes t qu ils faifient dire dura at Us quaraute 
btures en plufieurs paroijfes de Paris, et a la quarantieme picquoient I* image a 
i- enfait 4u cevr, difani a cheque picqxture qvelques paroles de magie pour ef> 
fayera fane mourir It roy. Aux procejffins pareillemenl, et pour It me me effecl 
ils portoiettf certains cierges wagiques qu % Us appelloient far mocqucrie, cierges 
beaks, qu' ik fivfoient ettindrc aux lleux t ou ils alloient renverfant la lumlere cou~ 
grekas, difatttje ne Jca\ qyelkt parities, que lesforciers Uttr avoient appris. Wfi. 
of Engl. D % Aubig. Hift. uaiv. tome L /, ii.. tb x 1 6- Journ. de Hen III. p.xxt. 
. * One who apriars to have been a Rcmxn Catholic himfelf thus defcribes 
the irreligton and profligacy of thofe of the holy league, " where was ever mart 
'* (acrilege, more rapes, blafpbemias againft God, deei/ion of the holy facra* 
« merits and ordinances of the Catholic church, than in the cities and countries 
** of the league among their troops ?•— To (how how little regard they have f jc 
*< religion, they hive obliged priefts, with the poinard at their bread, to baptise 
" calves, fiieep, lambs, cocks, hens, chickens, and bird?, and to give them 
«« the names of ptkef, carps, etc. This has been done not once, nor in one 
<< place onfy, nor by one troop. Of what wicked nefs may not fuch monfter?, 
'• after this, be fuppofed capable ? Violation of women and maids of all ages\ 
* farikgious fpoiling of altars, pafa among them forfyort; thefe are wish 
« them gallantry and bravery, and an eiTentiil mark of. a gocd iea^uer."— . 
« To rob his neighbour, to tax and opprefs Catholics, to mu:dcr-his father, 
* 4 nncle, orcoufi*, to profane churches and altars, is the ordinary emp'oyment 
41 of a leaguer. To have the mafs and religion always in the mouth, and athe» 
-" ifm in the heart, and in actions; in a word, to violate all laws divine and 
ft human, is the infallible mark ar.d true character of a Catholic aealor." 
Confcil falutaire d* un bon Frano. aux Pariftens, etc, Mem.dt la Vgue, toma \\U 
f % 399. Sat. Men. tome\\\. f. 3*x, 3x3, 335. 

f That this It taught by Jcfuits we have already fee** (5. 113). Vor is It 

their 



ri # , but the -villainy has been too- often confcientioufty 

perpetrated, 

tbeir dofirinc alone, but is D'Alembert juftly remarks, it hath been that of all 
the: other orders, and of aim. ft all the ecckfiiftics of the church of Rome in 
P»" time*. — And no wonder, feting it natively arifes from other do&rines uni- 
▼erfally lecuvdd and eftabliflied by that church. It is but a neceflary confer 
qocrxeor 1 the Catholic doctrines of excommunication, and dethroning of princes j 
sod more particularly of the principles about the defert and punifrment of he- 
**/• For if any private perfon hereby forfeits his life, and may lawfully bo 
pat to death wherever he is found, much more one in public authority : and as 
u * a 7 not be partible to have the rta'Utc of burning put in execution again ft 
•«i in due focm, it will follow that he may be ptini/hed in any manner prac"H- 
c «*ble.— — By a dtcree of Urban IJ. in the canons it is no murder to kill an 
< * c °BBRiunicatcd porfon $ the words of this remarkable canon are, non eo\ homi- 
a</a * crhtra}Twr t quos .odverfus excommunicates zclo catholic* matrit arJcntes, 
*"?**# torvm trucidajje contigerit, " We account them not to be murderers who 
,r * the ardour of their seal tor our mother the Catholic church againft thoft 
r **at are excommunicated, fti-11 happen to kill any of them."—- Cardinal To- 
kt i*y$ down this maxim, " that to kill a king that is depofed is not to kill a 
Jting but a private perfon." And Bcllarmine declares that, " it belongs to 
**a« Pope to abfolve the Tubjecls of princes from their oaths of fidelity,- and 
( ^ben needful, to deprive them of their regal authority, but as for the exc,cu^ 
l, o.i it belongeth to others/'— Thefe wholefome principles are a little more 
fWicitely explained by the Jefuit Suates in his D efface of the Cttboftc Faith, 
* ^liich he fays, that " a heretical king after fentence given againft him, is 
^^folo'ely deprived of his kingdom, fo that he cannot poflcf? it by any juft * 
**tle, but becomes a tyrant; and therefore from thenceforth may le treated 
altogether as a tyrant, and confequently he may be killed by any private per- 
son. If the Pope depofe a king, he may be expelled or killed only by them 
*o whom he (hall commit that bufmefs : but if he enjoin the execution of it 
^acprefiy to no body, then it mail belong to the lawful ( Catholic) fucceiTor in 
*fc*e kingdom ; or if none fuch can be found, it ftiaii belong to the kingdom 
*ti*elf." Th. Mot, tr. i. ex, j. c, 3. Can, Kxcommun, cattf. % 3. qu. 5. c. 4. 
* 9 *^J. lnflr. facerd. I, 4. c. 48. Bcllarm, con, Barcl /. ?• F. Suar, Def.fid. 
«*** /. 6. c, 4. § 14. Eft. 

^^n this fubjeel we may once more hear Efcobar, who maintains " thr.t a 

***an profcribed and ont-lawed by a temporal prince may not be killed out uf 

**is territories but he who is profcribed by the Pope may be killed in any 

l**rt of the world, becaufc his jurifdiclion extends over all." — Scvtral other 

| K ^^ltsand tracts, befides thofe already mentioned, have been expefly written 

* m behalf of the king-killing doclrine, not without pernicious fruits; as Al- 

,*^*«b book againft tbejuftice of Britain ; Bucher's dejufta Henrici III. ahuica* 

*»*i* t &c. 

^ .This was a common topic with the preachers of the F tench league, both 
****** and after the death of Henry III. Linccftcf, upon Good-Fridaj, faid, to 
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perpetrated *, and more often attempted f ia confequence < 
' , of 'I 

one who fcrupled to communicate at Editor, becaaife of the revenge which he 
harboured in his heart againft Hw'nry of t r ulot$ % " that he was very cafily dif- 
*' concerted, and made confeience* of nothing, feeing all thbfe who daily confe- 
" crated the body of our Lord in the mafs, and himfeif among this foreinoft,' 
*• made no manner of fcruple of killing him, even though he were at the at- 
*' tar holding in his hand the precious body of the Lord." As fdon as the 
news of the king's afTaflination was known in Paris the council, of the Jixteen 
lent an order to all the preachers to treat of three points ex pre fled in a billet/ ~- 
which were ; the incapacity of the king of Navarre,— the excommunication of 
all thofe who adhered to him j-»-and the other to juftify the deed of James Cle ~ 
ment as equalling that of Judiih with refpeel to Holophernes; Qui ernm euU "^ 

Jiam non audit, debet effe tanquam Ethmcus tt Hohphernes, This mandate waW^ssss 
foon punctually obeyed, by Rofe, Boucher, and others. Bourgoing, prior o"^a^a» 
the Jacobins for vindicating this deed in his fermont, and for being an a:cott-.^BEaa 
plice in the murder, was condemned and executed at Tours. The JefuitCom- ~^asc 
melet preaching at Stvpartboleracw in 1593, from the hiflory of the 3d ch. o«s» 
Judges, after he had extolled Clement and placed him among the ancjels* rrfn^"* Mr — 
on *' We want an Ehud, we want an Bhud, were he a monk, or a foldier, oc^^a*- 
" foldier' s boy, or a fhepherd, no matter what, but we mud have another ^^-^ 
4€ Ehud. Nothing is Wanting but that blow to put our affairs in the ftar»~9-^ 
%i which we defire to have theIn. ,, Joum. de Hen, III. f, xa 3. Mai nib, EBft 
•<fe la Rg, /. 3. Cayet, ChroncL Novent. I, 6*. 

'• The aflaffination of heretical princes, though held both lawful and meri— J 
torions, yet can feldom be pei formed without great danger to the •perpetrator^^ -8 
other wife more princes had perifhed by the piflols, daggers, or bowls of princi— - J 
pled murderers. But fome daring and difintereftcd heroes of Catholicifm havens* 
appeared at different times, in different countries, who have reduced thews' 
maxims into practice fomctimes with fatal foccefc. One great prince of Conde^ 
fell in this bafe manner by the hands of an aflaflih, aod another was poifanetfE 

by one of his donaeftics. The illuftrious prince of Orange, the rounder and* - 

prote£br of the religious and civil liberties of his country, though he furviv 
the wounds he received from Joanville in 15 Sz, was within two years after cut 
off by Bakajir Gerard, who (hot him through the heart, when riGng from hta=^ 
own table, and was furr^unded by an army of 50,000 men, at the head of vrhicn 
he bade defiance to all the power of Spain. The aflafliri at his execution woald 
make no other confeflion, than that what be had done was by divine infpira* 
tion, and that he had been made to hope for the crown of the martyr in heaven 
as his reward. Strada fays, the fpectators greatly admired the" confttfney and 
courage of that young man. 

But above all Clement and Ravaillac who murdered the two Henrys ftand . 

diAinguifhed in this lid j men who eminently burned with that teal of which 

the canon of Pope Urban fpeaks, and who put their lives in their hand, 

and oven rufhed on certain death to avenge the quarrel of their Catholic 000- 

' f the. 
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of ttrk ^ mod deliberate refoUtions and the moil devout 

preparations ; 

^ber, upon thofe wbohad never given them the fmalleft offence or provocation, 
Henry XII. was no Protectant but a cruel, perfecuror of tbem by wars and , 
niffacret the greater part of bis life 5 but the neccflity of bis afTaiis having 
ooottratmned him to abandon the league and join the Proleltant party, andliaving 
been earecrated and depofed by the Sorbonne as a tyrant, a murderer of a cardinal, 
atid a favourer of heretics, and alfo foimally fentenced by the Pope, he was 
reckoned ^lawful prey. About two montns afcer. his knter.ce was pafled at 
Rome James Clement a Jacobine friar and pried pioufly refolved to become 
the church's executioner, and aflaflinated the king at St, Chud near Paris in 
the raid il of his guards and at the head of his army. Never was a more in- 
trepid perfon feen than this monk. He fuppe.1 gaily on the evening before, 
■with tHc dometlics of La Gutlc proenrttor gencial, to whem he had applied for 
admittar.ee to the king under pretence of important bufineis. He was unmov- 
ed by all the qutftiwjift they put to him j -i.d flept profou:uily ail night. la 
the morning navir.g been introduced into the king's chamber, he approached 
him without confufion, fpoke to him without hesitation, picfented him f»m« 
letter^ an^ while he king read them, took Lis opportunity, drew out his con* 
cealed knife, (faid to have been poi t,ned), amd gave him a mortal wound in 
the bell v __Y ct bafe as thi> ad was, many could not tail to remark the fi^nal 
juftice of heaven in bringing the k:ng to this untimely end, who had authoriz- 
ed fo many actions of the fame nature .gainft the Huguenots, and had been a 
principal ac^or in the miff, ere of P*ris, cfpecially as he was .iffaiZinatLd in .the 
fame place, in the fame apartment* and a: the fame hour of the d.y, in which 
tile bloody facrirjee of Bartholomew was concluded upon in 157a, the king 
then Duke of A. jou, being preiident « f the council. 

RAvaiibc, no left intirpid, ftabbed Henry the Great in his coach in open day 

is the ftreets of Paris : and thought he had done fuch a glorious deed, that he 

wcr attempted to make his cfcape, but ftood with his bloody koiie in h.s 

hand, t.ll he wat apprehended. This wretch, who had juft understanding 

enough to imotae thoroughly the ipirit and principles of the league, and to 

profit by the example and praifes of his. predecefibr Clement, could never hear 

(be word Huguenot mentioned without falling into a rage, and, as he had been 

taught, believed it lawitil for him ot any private perfon to kill the king, 

fcecaufe he was too favourable to the hetetics, and becaufe he bad been told 

that he intended to make war on the Pope j ai d to make -war againft the Ftp*,- 

laid Ravaiilac to his judges, is t§ mak< war tgainfl God, feeing the Pep* & 

GW, and God is the Pope. 

Many great and eminent perfons, have ieen openly or fecretly deftroyed from 
fiich motives, and by perfons of fi niiar characters, which we flay not here 10 
mention.— —Sladan. Strada. Tbuati, Mezeray, Moreru Jurieu, &c. 

• Father Paul fays, there wcic no left thati 50 conlpiracies formed againft 
Henry the Great; fj that he lived in comkual fear and danger of bis life. 
Betides the attempt or Cbatel bv whom he was wounded in the mouth, 
Various others wete Bade by different perfons/ male anU fam^le, ftrangeri 

U and 



preparations*; and ' the bafe infernal aflaffins hare 

been 

tod damt-ftirs. His cup bearer, Borbrenius was employed by thejefuits topoika 
himv— Quern Elizabeth fp-.-nt the greater part of her life, and efpecially the 
latter part of her reign, in the fame unhappy circumftances, arifing from the 
fame cjufr. Sommerville of Eddctfron being inftigated by Hall a fc mi nary 
priert, *tu\ intoxicated with the books and libels written againft the excommu- 
nicated q';cvp, went privately to court, breathing out nothing but deftructiot* to . 
here: cs, and fct upon one or two pcrfons with his drnwn fword, intending as- 
he eonfeficd to have mtfrdered »he queen. — Dr. William Perry a member of 
parliament, upon reading Allen's bo k, took up the fame refolu'ion, and held* 
confutations about putting it in exe: ution, and feveral times attempted it, but 
was overawed, he faid, by her prcfence,— York and Williams, two defperate 
Papifts, were employed in ths fame defign, having oaths of fecrcfy adminiftred - 
to them by a prieft who fent them away with his bleffing.— John Savage by 
the jterluafion of Gtffbrd a doctor of divinity, and others, was induced tobelteve 
that it was a meritctous work to take away the lives of princes excommuni* 
cated, and thereupon vowed to kill the queen : many others were taken Into tbe 
defign, which was called B*bington*s confpiracy. — In 1598, one Squire was 
fent home into England on tbe fame errand, by Walpole an Englifli Jefuir, 
who gave him a peculiar poifon to anoint the pommel of the queen's faddle, 
and the chair of the Earl of Eflex, according to the rules of Mariana,— -which 
was done; but without effect.— To which we might add the attempts of Col* 
!en, Lopez the phyfieian, &c. Some of the Popilh fecular prieAs themftlvet 
in the end of this reign accufeJ the Jefuits as difturbers of the nation, and the 
real author;, by their wicked defigns of all the feverities exercifed againft the Ro- 
man Catholics : reprt-fenting in their writings " that in t e fir ft 1 1 years of the 
" queen's reig», not one Papift had his life called in queftion for his religion, 
" that in 10 after the Pope's bull and the P< pifh rebellion, not above I* 
" pricfts were put to death for tre^fon, till 1580 when thejefuits crept into 
" England ard ruined all: that their many treafons had made fevere laws tie—- 
" cefTary for the fafety of the queen and kingiom. That 50 had been tenr 
r< over yearly from their new erected! feminaries : defiring the Englifh PapiftsT- 
u not to fend their children to be educated in the colleges of the Jefuits wheier 
♦' they imbibed, they faid, the poifon of treafon and rebellion with their firfe' 

<• rudiments.'* In the p*»pifti plot in the reign of Charles II. a defign was* 

-formed to overthrow the Proteftant inrereft, and to murder the king. If we?, 
believe the evidence againft Coleman, he had declared, " that if be had a (ctf 
<* of blood and an hundred lives, he would lufe them all to carry on the defign.} 
" and if to cOrc*t it, it were necef*Ty to deftroy ico heretical kings be would 
" do it." Singleton the prieft affirmed, that he would make no more to flab 
40 parliament men than to eat his dinner. — Need we fpeak cf the ojfnjjinshen- 
plot in 1696 againft king William, and many others of a like nature during 
tbat reign and afterwards, concerted between French and Btitifh Papifts in fa- 
vour of their abdicated prince ? Mathi4u % Hifl. du regne de Henri IV. Eachari. 
Rapfa. TxndaU Burnet, Hift. of bis own times. 

• C!ement Uavir.g, at* as peicn J .ed ften a vifion \> hereby he was crdercd |a 

kill 
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betfn exalted to heaven, and almoft adored on earth*. 

la 

kill the king, confulted B'irg>in the fupcrior of his order upon the fubjeft, 

and having besn fufficiently fiti fled as to the lawfulnefs of. the undertaking, 

*' he applied, himfelf to cleanfe and furgt h'n foul, (as a brother of the oider ex- 

"' preftcd it), and for many days give himfelf to fallings and abftinence, living 

" on br;ad and water, made confeffi .n, and received the communion as one 

" going to render his foul to God/* &?c — Peter Barriere, who went ftom 

L'ons with a view to affafiinate Henry IV. and having heard ai Path of the 

cunverfion of the king, he applied to Aubry curate of St. Andrew's to know if 

he might flill without fcruple attempt the life of that monarch, Aubry treated 

that convcrfion as a bagatelle, and did his utmoft to perfu.tde Barriere, " that 

** nothing but the death of the king, that abominable heretic" as* he termed 

Hra, «• could give fecuriiy to the Catholic religion," He then fent him to his 

*icar,and to Varr*de Re&or of the Jefui ; s at Part*, by whom being farther 

Confirmed in his refolution, he wasconfeffed by Varrade, and afterwards again 

*«ccmd confeflion and the communion from the Vicar 5 and thus prepared* 

*ent to execute h's defign, though prevented and difcovered at Melun.— 

^nire who attempted to poifon Elizabeth was thus difm (led by the Jefuit who 

*fflployed him; '« God blefs thee and give thee fttengih, my fon j be of good 

courage j— I pawn my foul for thine j and thou (halt have my prayers dead 

* and ifive." 

**ay, feme have given us the procefs at full length, faid to be ufed by the 
Jefuiu in coofecraiing Regicides $ extracted from a procefs printed at Delft, by 
-J°**i» Andrew. As it is very extraordinary we (hall lay it before our readers in 

the <words of the authors from whom we h?ve taken it,- c The perfon per- 

^a aided by the Jcfuits to aflaflinate a king or prince, is brought by them into a. 
^^eret chapel, where they have prepared upon an altar a great dagger wrapt up 
Xr * linen cloth, together with an Agnus Dei: drawing it out of the (heath 
***«y befprinkle it with holy water, and fidun to the hilt fevcral c>nfe- 
°f aited beads of coral, pronouncing this indu'grnce, that as many blows as ihe 
**^^>rderer mall give with it to the prince, he (h^U deliver fo many fouls from 
^ 9 *rgat*ry. After this ceremony they put the dagger into the parricide's 
** sand, and recommend it to him thus j * Thou chofen fon of God, take the 
*\»ord of Jephlhah, the fword of Samp fon, the fword of David wherewith he 
^ut off the head of Guliah, the fword of Gideon, the fword of Ju.rh, 
^lie fword, of the Maccabees, the fword of Pope Julius II. where- 
with he cut off the lives of fvwral princes bis enemies; filling 
Whole cities with (laughter and bbud j— Go, and 1st prudence go 
*lwg with thy courage. Let God give new Arength to thine arm/— 
-After which, they fall down on their knee*, and the foperior of 
*ht Jefuits pronounces the following exorcifm j— * Come, ye ihcrubims, ye 
fcraphims, thrones and powers! Come, ye holy angeTt, and till up tait 
bit fled veffel with an immortal glory ! Do ye prefent him every day with the 
Cruwn of the bleffed Virgin Mary, of the holy patriarchs* and mar»yis.— We 
41 do not look upon him now as one of ours, bar as one belonging to you. 
U a « And 
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In the profecution of the war of pretended Catholics 
againft pretended heretics, it is difficult to determine, whe- 
ther 

«' And thf u, O Gcd ! who art tetrible and invincible, and haft infpired him, in 
<' prayer and mediation," to kill the tyrant and heretic, for to give his crown to 
u a Catholic king 5 comfwrt, we befeeeh thee, the heart of him we have co«- 
u fecrated to this office. Strengthen his arm, that he may execute his enter- 
" prize. Clothe him with the armour of thy divine power, that, having per* 
'• formed his defign, he may efcape 'he hand* of thofe who (fall go in purfnic 
*« of him- Give him wings, thu his holy members may fly away from the 
" power of impious heretics, Replenifh hi*; foul with joy, comfort^ and light, 
*< by which his boiy, having banift.ed all fear, miy be upheld and animated in 
*' the midft of dangers and toi merits.' * This exorcifm bei.-g ended, they bring 

* the parricide before another altar, whereto hangs an image of James Clement 
' a Dominican friar, who with a venomous knife'killed King Henry III. This 
' image is furrounded with angels who protect and bring him to heaven. The 
' Jefuits ihew it him, and put afterwards a crown upon bis head, faying, 
" Lord! regard here the arm and the executor of thy juftice: let all the faints 
*' arife, bow, arid yield to him the moft henourable place amongfr triem.'— 

* Afterwards he is permitted to fpeak to hone but to four Jefuits deputed to 

* keep Him company. They are not wanting to tell him oft, that they perceive 

* a divine light that furrounds him, and is the caufe why they bow to him, liife 

* bit hands and feet, and confider him no more as a man out as a faint; nay, 

* they mak" a fliew as if they envied the great honour and glory attending him, 
' and fay, fighing, ' Oh that G id had been pleafcd to make choice of us inftead 
" of you, and given us fo much grace, that, as you, we might be tranflatcd into 
" heaven without going into purgatory." Preuv. de la Sat. Men. tome iii. 
f. 346, 347. Le Grain, Dec. de Hen. le Gr. 1. v. p. 450. Mem. de la j£ig % 
tome v. Tbuan. I, 107. D*Aub. tome iii. A iii. ch. 14. Emilliane, Hift. Mo n aft: 
p. xc6. Owen, Jacob. Princ. Exam. p. 49, &'c 

• Some evidences of this hdve been already produced, to whi h the following 
curious anecdot'.s may be fubjoined. After the fuccefs of Clement's attempt 
upon the perfon of Henry was known in Paris, every fign of approbation and 
joy appeared. All the ch*»fs of the league inftaatly threw offtl e black fcarfs 
which they had worn for the deceafed Gulfes, and put on green. Te Deum 
was appointed to be fuog in the churches. Every place ru.ig wi'h the praifes of 
Clement. In the pulpits his deed was compared with the moft heroic a £1 ions' 
mentioned in f-tcrcd hiftory : B^urg.in ftyled him tbe moji blcffed child of Sti 
Dominic, and the holy martyr ofjcfvs Ckrifl. Pictures, ftatues, and images of 
him were multiplied, accompanied with his elogy, and the recital of his attempt. 
They were even placed upon the altars, te which candles were offered, ai«d ho- 
nours paid, as to a canonized faint. It was propofed to ere ft a flatue to him on 
a pillar of marble in the church of Notre Dame. His mother was fent for to 
Paris, loadtd with rewards, and regarded by tbe people as one beat > fed : nay, 
his other relations were alfo fought for, and had pcr.fi on s allotted :hcm at the- 
:■»■•"■■'■ expence" 
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jher injuftice or impolicy, cruelty or perfidy, hare beer* 
ever moft apparent. Nor age, nor fex, nor rank nor dig-? 
pity, has found protection or mercy. Thoufands have been 

profcribed 

expence of the public. Had not his body been torn by horfef, and confumed to 
afliet, they had venerated it as the moft precious reliqu: s. " In fine/' fays 
Mezeray, " of that abominable monitor, of whom it might be faid that hdl 
** had produced him, they endeavoured to make a faint of the higheft rank in* 
" Paradife; and, if thoy had not been diverted by other affairs, they had not 
• failed to forge miracles in hisname. Bat an incident happened, which may 
n be confidered at an effect of divine juftice to deftroy a devotion fo pernicious. 
** Eighfeen or twenty of the moft zealous leaguers having gone by water to St; 
^ Claud to fee the place w here tha< monk had been killed, and having loaded 
i- their boat with the earth which they found fbined with his blond, fuch a 
•* furious wind arofe all of a fuddin, as d; owned it and all therein; fo that not 
11 ©ne of them was ever after feen. Hippy for France, had their defeved (hip- 
" wreck buried with them the remembrance of that parricide, or at leaft if the 
" heavens *had ex:inguiflie.d in the water all rhe rage of the league and that in- 
" feroal do&rine which fome years after tn?de a ftcond be committed, more de3 
*' teftable, upon the great eft and beft of ou^ kings. 1 " 

. Nor was the worihip of this new- created faint confined to Paris alone* Thou- 
Ionic, a city from time immemorial diltinguirhed for the rage of foperfihion 
and cruel bigotry, if potiible, exceeded Paris in paying him port burnous ho. 
hours. T* Deum was alfo there fung: fireworks were made, and public fune- 
rals folemnised in the church of the Jacobins for James Clement, at which all 
the companies of the city affiled. His funeral oration was there pronounced by 
the Provincial of the Minims, who made ufc of all bis eloquence to /hew, that 
the friar by his death bad defcrved a' crown of martyrdom. They coined med.tls 
for him, and placed him in the litanies of the faints. And, that his name and 
worthy acts might be tranfmitted with honour to future times, the parliament 
farther ordained, that a fulemn procefli on fhould be made every year for ever oa 
the firft of Auguft, the day on which the monk gained his crown of martyrdom 
hy the aflaJfination of the king, fn other places aJfo his nam* was admitted 
into the martyrtlogies; the Jefuits particularly infertcd him in thiir lifts, and 
continued to pay extravagant honours to hi* memory, as they afterwards did to 
oth.rsof the fame'ilarop: " Witnefs the tabic," fays Du Moulin, •• which whh 
" mine own eyes 1 have feen in the Fathers Hall in the college of La FUcbe 9 
" where, among the Jefustical martyrs, there are divers which have b en ea^» 
" toted for fuch parricides. 1 * Mariana, in his writings, not only vindicates the 
acl, but calls Clement Galf;* decus dlerttum, the rternal orhajnent of France i 
3«cber was about concluding his book againft the king, De j'-jia. Henri ci HI. 
*W«fcW, (jet when he bear? of his death-; upon wbich he added two chapters 
«*pre», the one fo celebrate his murderer, and the other to give a laft panegyric 
•o the pretended martyrs of Blois, Other. books were licenfed and published 
About the feme time, in which the friar was extolled t*-the flues: oat of tbcro 

J^re 



profcribed and attainted at once # . Whole cities, province*; 
and kingdoms, have been doomed to perifli f. Nay, many 

kingdoms, 

bore this remarkable title : Le Msrtyre de Frere Jacques Clement ie Tordte de 
St. Dominique % contenant au vrai tQutes les particularitez plm rcmarquables de 
Is fainte refolution et tres-heureufe enterprize, i /' encountre de Henry de Vulois, 
A Paris, cbez Robert Ie Fizelier & la Bible d y or, avec permijfian, 1 589. In the 
laft leaf' of which he is represented with fuch glory on his head, as the faints are 
ofually painted with, in -the figure eibibiting him whe,n flain. 

And laft of all, to fan&ify all this adoration, the Unerring pontiff, in a pre^ 
meditated fpeech, pronounced hit panegyric in open confifW.y, and. indelibly 
(lamped him, for all ages to come, the greatest hero and confeflor that had ever 
appeared among mortals, far fuperior to Judith or Eleaaar ; whofe deed he rec- 
koned worthy to be compared with the incarnation of the Lord, and the myfte- 
ry of his refurre&ion, foretold by the prophet Habakkuk, to keep to the words 
of a hiftoriao who gives the account, 5/ fttidem poftquam de regis morte Rom* 
allatum eft, UU in confiftorio tertio die Sept. h'abito, pntmedttatam orationeim ba- 
bait, qua faftum Citmentis oper£ affuinpU a Domino carnis, et refurreBiti&i 
cjufdtm myfteti; ab Abaccuco vaU predicate, propter magvitudinent, £t ret adm'u 
rationem comparat, turn virtutem hominis, animi ro])ur, et ferventem ergs Deum 
tmorem fupra F.leuzarum,. et Juditfiam, verbis extolllt. This notable oration, 
44). which -he gave folemn thanks to God for the {hocking parricide, was afters- 
wards printed, and the edition .of Paris was published with, the approbation of 
three doctors, Boucher, De Creil, and Ancelin; Mezeray> MJi< d?c* torn* ill. 
/>. 639. Mem* de Nevers, tome W. p. 4$ j. Faille, Aanal. de la vxlle de Tb+> 
loafe, tome, 11. Du Moul. Buckl. of F. /. i. § 1 38. et /. ii. § 140. Dttpleix, 
Hift. de la Fr. tome iv. p. 30. 

* To crown all the other hardships and miferies which the FVottftants in Ire* 
land fuflered under the reign of the Popifli James, and to give them a decifive 
blow at once, an act of attainder paiTed in pailtamcnt againft a multitude of 
Prate ft ant I col ! e£led from all the feveral counties of Ireland, in which, were 
rontaiaed s duke, 17 earls, 7 counters, 30 vifcounts or vifcountefles, 2 arch* 
kiihops, 7 buhops, 18 barorts, 33 baronet s* 51 knighti, S3 clergymen, 218a 
enquires and gentlemen. Thefe were all, unheard, declared traitors, and ad* 
judged to fuffer the pains of death aod forfeture : arH, to leave them no poffi- 
bility of escaping, the aft itfelf was concealed, and no copy of. it allowed to any 
Proteftant till foor months after it was patted, and thereby the time clapfed for 
ilseir compearance to tland their trial. Such a multitude attainted at once was 
perhaps never heard of in any a^e or nation. King, State, of Proteft. in Xrel. 
&c. p. 108, %$$. Popery always the fame, p. so, 

f When the duke of Alva entered on his government of the Low Countries, 
the king of Spain, upon a confultation with ths in^uifitors, put all the inhabi- 
tants of thefe countries under an interdict,' declared their bodies and goods con* 
nTcatcoy found them guilty of treafon, worthy of death, and fallen from all their 
privileges :' fo that, in a moment, a great nutitfn was feen condemned all at 

once? 



Viag<l«^ros> with their myriads aad millions of inhabitants, 
ha*c been marked out for one devoted facrifice -, .and with 
imariable cruelty, exceeding that of Caligula who wiftied 
jhatthe Romans had all one neck that he might cut them 
off at one blow, the life of the whole race, at once, of 
thofe who have been in the ftyle of Rome heretical, has 
bin fought for, and aimed at, that no exigence or memo- 
rial might be left them upon the face of the earth # . And 

the 

once to gibbets and wheels. Tor executing that terrible fentence, unexampled 
»'|e> paft, a council was eftabli&ed at BruffcU, juflly called the Council of 
*W« all the other coun ils of the (rate were annihilated ; the ordinary tribu- 
»*liloft their authority j all the privileges of the country were abolifhed; the 
toqaifitioD was eftablifbed j and all the noblea who bad petitioned for the prefer- 
T4iauof the public liberty were condemned to lofe their goods and life. In all 
places aetsiog was fcen but hangmen, fcaffokis and gibbets erected, fires kin- 
dled, proscriptions and punishments. That moniter of cruelty, during fix years 
af »i» government, boafttd, that he had put to death 18,000 perfons by the 
ka^of the executioner alone, befides the multitudes which perilhcd by mafla- 
cre| f and the hand! of his barbarous foldiers. The conn feat ions amounted • 
K4r)y to gjOoo,oao of gold : the tenth-penny which was levied i/pon all move- 
•"kfcoods, wiihout reckoning the various other exactions, to u>ooo,ooo per 
***>»For fack noble exploits as theie did the governor reckon himfelf entitled 
t°«a honorary flatue, which was creeled for him at — — trampling the 
r*°vuices under foot. Jarieu t Apologie pour la Reform, tome ii. p* 275, &c. 
bGr'MteDicl.Hifl. 

* Coleman the Jefuit in his letters to Father d< la Chaife, confeflor to the 
*****% klag, writes, " We have here a mighty work upon cur hands, no lefs 

'■an the con verfion of three kingdoms, aad by that perhaps the fubJuing of 

* ptAilent hsrefy, which has domineered over a gr.at part of this northern 
*'<*ld a long time ; the/e were never fuch hopes of fuccefs fince the death of 
%een Mary, as now in our days ; when God ha 1 given us a prince (may 

* f«y a miracle) tcalou of being the author and laftrument of Co glorious 
a work} but the oppofinon we are furc to meet with, is alio like to be great; 
*■ that ii imports us to get all the aid and afliftance we can j for the barvejf 
* s peat, and the labourers but fevr."-—" Our prevailing will give the greatcft 
blow to the Ptoteftant religion here, that ever it received fince its birth."-* 

* Mother to the Pope's nuncio he fays, " that their dtfign advanced apace, 

tn d that they would foon fee the entire ruin of the Proteftant party.** 

wen, fince the commencement of the Kcfo'inntion, plans have been aid by 

"*&* and her adherents for extirpating the refotmed io every nation of Europe/ 

*** destroying that intereft at once from the face of the earth. At the time of 

^ c ©»ncil of Trent, rcfolttUon*. were taken, and meaCutes concerted for that 

purpol'e, 
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the riluch defired end had long fince been accoffipliihed/ 
If Catholic bloody leagues, oaths # , edifts, croifades* 

armies* 

porpofe, by the court of Rorhej tke council, and Catholic princes ; of which' 
the difmal and (hocking fcene<, which followed in France, were a confequence, 
and but one act of the complete intended tragedy, That fuch refolotions were 
at leaft fecretly agreed to by the clergy of the council, appears from a writing 
published to the world by one of the fecretaxies of Cardinal Bouromeo, contain- 
ing the heads of that infernal plan; which the reader may find in the appendix/ 
Thai this was actually intended and attempted by the principal Popilh powers 
abcut that time, wh.n Proteftants were nearly as numerous as they are at this 
day, is too evident from hiftory, to admit of any doubt : and the detign has of- 
ten been revived fince, particularly in the end of lad century. Soon after the 
end of the fir ft civil war in France, while the Huguenots were deceived by a falfe 
appearance of peace, the court was indefatigably purfuing the fcherfte of their, 
ruin. For this end Queen /Catherine hid an interview with Ifjbella queen of 
Spain, who came to Bayonne on the frontiers of the two kingdoms,- accompa- 
nied with the duke of Alva. " The event afterwards mewed," fays Mezcray, 
u that all their conferences together tended to efta'blifli a fecret aHfance between 
" the two kings for extirpating entirely the Proteftants." La Nouehys, "-thai 
. *' the refolution taken at Bayonne, with the duke of Alva, to exterminate the 
" Huguenots of France, and the heggdrs of Flanderx, &c. was brought to light' 
" by intercepted letters, coming from Rome and Spain, in which the designs' 
<• propofed to be executed were very plainly difcovered. Mezer. Hift. an, 150*5; 
.Noue, Difaurs foKt. et mitiu p. 6$, Jvrieu, Apol. etc. tome ii. p. 381, etc. 
* Princes at their coronation have taken oaths not only to defend the RotoiuV 
church, but alfo to extirpate a!! heretics out of their dominions: bimops and 
priefts have done the fame at their confecration $ and knights at their inftahnent.* 
A new order of knights errant or militant was inftitwted by Paul V. and another 
eftabli&ed at Vienna, under the patronage* of the Vugin, St. Michael, and St,' 
Francis, for the purpofe of ridding the world of heretical monfters. Another 
for the fame purpofe was inftiruted in Hungary, in 1745, under the protection' 
of St. Jofeph and St. Cnaries, to whom the Pope granted a privileged altar itt 
the church of Domolk. At the time of the revolt of the Netherlands an oath' 
was impoft'd on all the nobiVity, judges, and others in the provinces, obliging 
them to ft'pport the Romijb religion, to punijb facrilege, and extirpate berejyi 
Before the beginning of the civil wars in France, a defi^n was formed of cut- 
ting off ail the principal persons of the Proteftan* party Tn a meeting of the 
eiiatcs called at Orleans, in 2560, for that purpofe, in the time of Francis II, 
Rolls and lifts of thofe who were to be facriflced in all the provinces were pre- 
pared. The old prifons were made rc-idy," and new ones built, for the reception 
of the victims. But this having mifcattied, t'ne Guifcap faction pufhed on the 
king to another no lefs horrid, which was, to invite by Liters all the grandees' 
of ti.e kingdom to court, and, when afiembicd, to oblige them to fign, after his 
own example, a confefiion 0/ iaitb, with a protefhtion and oath annexed, 
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arttfc^s, armadas f, mfidious ftratagems, treacheroti* dhif* 

« fbmj*. they fiiould run up and down every where, and neither fpare £athea> 
«« mot£h>«r, w/ite, children, brethren, fibers* or friends, of thofe who wet* 
a uifn»«4£ted of herefy, or who fhculd refufe tcvpurfue heretics*'* The cardinal 
of Loar»ra4ae was to make all the clergy fubfcribe this declaration, and die chan« 
cdtor de V Hopital all the magiflrates and people of the law; and at laft it was 
to he 4"« sat through all the province* to be fubferibed by every one without excen*' 
den) aand the refufert were to be buri)t aod deftroyed without any other form 
of eti*ccfc. Mtrtri. Juritu, JpoL etc. tome it. p. 3<58, isn- 
't Tax formidable Armada Cent agaioft England in 158S will remain to allfu- 
uxe liaroe, a talking inftauce of SpaniJh bigotry, and Romtth cruelty j as it 
veaa £o>ftof religious expedition^ undertaken at the inftigation and under the 
auifU *±s of the Hope, and owed its origin to the fame fpirit and couafels. which, 
wafted (he Low Countries with perfections, and promoted the fury of the holy 
hagpet in France. For this expedition the moll extraordinary preparations were 
• made* aadtbe wealth and strength of Spain a'mofl exhaufted upon it. The 
fleet coa-uulsdof 134 flups, in which were about ao,ooo foidiers, 8000 mariners, 
■* 30eo-gaUeyflaves> 2630 cannon, with every thing elfe for ufc, oftentation, 
or tei-rorj with. this grand armament the duke of Parma, with his army in the 
Netherlands* was gjfo to co-operate ; fo that the armada was ftyled invincible; 
and Rntfciftg left than a total conquest, and the entire extinction of herefy was 
propof c< j a!!{ i expected* There were lao noblemen of diftinction volunteers U 
^•^^eiiiop, and 100 monks and Je frits undtr the fupcrintendency 0/ Ca*ui- 
"ll Align, «th« look care tatranflaAe the Pope's bull, in behalf of the enter- 
1 VWm into Engjiib. To denote the fro&ity 0/ the defign, twelve of the &ips 
*■* «s|IM by the names of the twelve afoftles: the PofC blefl'cd the banners, 
'rtfofeuanly confcerated the expedition as a croifade againft Turks and infidels $ 
a| 4st 4*** recommended to the prayers of all good Catholics ; and the piety of 
tlfceajniowaeict forth in a bcok which was printed, wherein all the prepara* 
tistta-^cje. recital The duke of Savoy and ibme other Catholic, prince* voUuv» 
taiily cmgAged ia fob * fructified and meritorious attempt. Toe cunnir.g Pon- 
tic r*at»fe« tjCtOCbCOo of crowns to defray the eapencej bar, after hearing the 
m*i mi the rrafearriag.*, contented himfelf with writing a letter of condolence 
to PbiUp anon th* occafioo, : to which the king coldly replied, " That he had 
" fc »* o«t to* ermaen /o fight again]} the enemies tf Cbrjfi, but not to combat 
" *8*£oft thfi dooms of heave*, or to conquer tne temper! s of the &a 5 " rvpro* 
*■!» at the fame time, the (mall teal the Pope (hewed towards the Catholic % 
pfc«i vhw with fa much ardour had defended the Roman religion, concJu* 
<!»•> H that m bis Httlinofa had exhorted to that undertaking, in coniequence 
" whereof he had engaged, in it, the lo/s ought to be common : hut as the ho- 
11 •tut remained to him, of having loft a fleet in the fervice 0/ the church ol 
il Caret, and m the chinch had as much caufe to lament that lots as he had. 
u he wwmU henpeferth katft the>ca/o and defence of ber to his Holinefs, pro* 
. " Htsjtg. that he uWuMl ioUojar him, but not lead any more," t&JlorUt of 
Jty fir«W- *rf» ?**• ASifitV.tom* U, (. ja*, ga# . 
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tiers* the moft horrid and barbarous maffacres *, thd 

glooi&y 

•As all means are by the Romifh church accounted lawful forthedeftrutYio* 
•f heretics, the moft treacherous and barbarous maffjctes of all for s of pcrfoenl 
indifofanjnatery, even in times of the moft profound peace, have been employed 
airieng the reft; This has often been recommended and adopted as the moft 
prdper andi xpeditious method, and more advifeable tnan to run the hazard of 
a direct and open war. The inftances of thefe arc too many both in the more 
early andl ater ages of Popery, to be here particularly noticed* Some of thefe 
have either been performed, or propofed and concerted, in almoft every Catha* 
lie cduntry where Proteftants have been living. The fhocking mafiacres, perpe- 
trated in Ireland laft Century, began on St, Jgtfotiusi day, which were fo fecretrjr 
contrived, fo rellgioujly conducted, and with fuch favage unrelenting cruelty 
perfifted in, to the deftruttioA of 150,00b perfons, (if we credit the accounts of 
thefe who had beft accefs to know), although the fuccefs in the execution was 
not equal to the whole extent of the withes and defigns of the perpetrators, en? ' 
familiarly known to every Britifli and Irifb P rot eft ant. Yet, (hocking and 
odious as thefe will appear to every one who is not a difgrace to human nature* 
they were the genuine dictates of Romifli priefts authorised by Papal bulls* and 
the natural refult of the fyftem we are confidering. In Savoy, add the vaJltes 
of Piedmont, we have dreadful examples of the fame nature, particularly in the 
maflacre of 1655, of which we have the moft affecting descriptions in^More* 
land's and Leger*s Hiftories of the perfecotions df thefe churches. 

But France alone has been the theatre of fo many of thefe befc inhmaa 
butcheries, as may fill the world with horror and deteftation for ever at tho 
caufe. Witnefs the maflacre of Merindol and Cabrieres in 1545* The inha* 
hitants of thefe places were of the race of the Vavdois, who had taken refuge is* 
thefe mountains from the persecutions of the Papacy in other places, and had 
rendered thedeferts fertile by their ioduftry, living in the moft peaceable mass* 
ner : but their adherence to their ancient religion, and the friendfhip which 
they contracted with their brethren the P rot eft ant*, was reckoned fufficitOC 
caufe, after many of them had been deftroyed by various kinds of periecmisMp 
to devote them all to death and extermination at once. Which fentence was- 
executed by the prcfident of Oppede, with fuch circumftances of cruelty aa tha 
Jefuit Mairoboiirg himfelf is forced to own nothing could exceed j and whidl ' 
afterwards excited remorfe in the callous hearts of Francis I, and his fucccflot* 
Henry II. According to the author juft named, 3000 men, women, and chU*- 
dren, were killed, 600 fent to the gallies, befides great numbers who were drtV 
ven to perHh in the woods by famine. Twenty*four villages, and 900 hoofs** 
after being pillaged, wire burnt and razed to the ground. When the troops took 
poflefiion of Cabrieres, all the men who could be found were collected toge- 
ther in a field, and cut to pieces, amounting to 900. The women were ihfct 
up in a barn with much ftraw, which the prcfident cm fed to be fet on fir% and 
when any of theoi attempted to efcape by a window in rhe wall, they were ia- 
flantly puftied back again into the fire with pikes and halberts. Many | 
women were burnt in the flames, and others ripped op, and the infant* 1 
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gfaomy prifons, the inexorable tribunals, the que- ; 

ilions* 

*W under foot, Thofc women and chiliren who fled to the church were every 
one di fetched by one of the captains, who at fir ft (hewed Tome reluctance, but 
was charged to do it under pain of rebellion againft the king. Some were buret 
or fboleedto death in caves j and fuch as remained in the mountain! and woods 
were hunted and befieged like wild beafts, and all were prohibited, under pain 
•ffteath, from giving them any fuftenance. When they deputed fome to requvft 
*"* favour of being permitted to rcrire, ftripped as they were of every thing, in- 
to ftrmnge countries, the brutal commander returned this anfwer, that be would 
tAtcare that none of them fiould efcape, but be -would fead tbem to dwell in bell 
*w the devils. Yet, when the caufe was folemnly tried before the -parliament 
^ Paris fome years after, this monfter, after long pleadings and -firry different 
l>fearx Qgs, was at laft acquitted, as it appeared he bad acted only according to 
'be Orders of the court and clergy. In his defences he glories in the work as a 
*V*al a ft of piety and juftice, like that which the firft king of Ifrael was pu- 
***Qc4 gad degraded by heaven for not performing 5 and began by repeating the; 
Wor dt of David, Plead my cattfe, God, againft an ungodly nation^ &c. 

% "****c mauacreof Amboife is another in fta nee of the revengeful and fanguinary 

<P**U of Popifli bigots, in which 1200 perfons were Slaughtered : the caftle and 

^ t ^^tm of Amboifc were made to fwim with blood, and the Loire was fall of 

*ad bodies. This was foon followed by the maflacre of Vafly, by a party headed 

b J the duke of Gaife, who fell upon an unarmed aflembly of Proteftants met 

^*S*tl*cr lor worihip in a barn, and kilted the minifter and 300 of the people, a* 

Aubigny teflifiesj which was the prelude to the civil wars. " After the 

*$Uir of Vafly,*' fays one, " it is impoffible to count the ma fiacres 5 for 

they were without number. It may be affrmed with certainty, thatjfcere, 

»*d never been fo many, in fo fliort time, under the mo ft 4met 

perfiecutorf of the church; as at Cahors — Sens— Au*erre — Toars— 4 

Caftrea— Villeneuve — Bagnole— -Signe — Paris — Bar upon Seine— tSealis— 1 

As»en«-»Tarraube— Meaux— Mans— Aurillac — Valongues — Nevers — Iflou- 

^un— -Amiens— Caftelnaudary—Troye — Gaillac— Thouloufe— Orange— St# 

* € Stephen-<-Gien — Grenade— Marfilargues— Abbeville— Chaalons — Ifpernay 

"" — -Chatiloin*- Angers — Cran — BJois — Mer— Moolins— Rouen— -in many o- 

" ther places, and through all Provence ; and all thefe in lefs than two years, 

* with cruelties which have no example among the moft barbarous n tions, 

* At Tours 309 were locke up in a church, and left without food for three 

" daya, and a^rerwards brought bound to the brink of tfee river, where they 

" were all (Iain; <ome of them were ftrangled, fome beheaded, fome flead alive, 

tt others drowned : infants were (old for % crown* The prefidcnt, who was 

" fufpe&ed to favour the Huguenot a, was beaten, hanged up by one foot with 

* hit head in the water, had his, bowels taken out alive, and his heart ftuek up 

" tad carried'about 0/1 the point of a. lance. At Agen 509 were executed.; 200 

M maflacred at Mons, 50 thrown ioto a fiih-pond,. and as many into ditcbea . 

*. about 1490 in Provence j at Cifterno abput 3 or 400 women and children. 

u In 1562 the? parliament cf Paris made a decree, that all Catholics ihould rife. 
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ftions, the torturing cordas aad vtgliai) the fmnbtnitos* 

the 

" in arm i, found the bells ia every place, and fpoij, kill, and root out th* 
*' Huguenots without diftinclion. The fame orders were j-ivcn ax Thouloufe, / 
u and the bells rung for a general maffecre in that city and ^e'ghbcurhoodj 
" where there were about *o,coo Proteftants, rrnny of whom periflied: aad 
" thefe orders were given, as approved by the king and the Pope. The paci- 
" ficaiions which were made became more murderous t; the Protcftar,ts that 
" many wars: during an interval of peace, though of fhort continuance, f>mfr 
" times 2, 3, or 4oog afTafltnations might be reckoned up. No perfon of that 
■ " religion was ever in fafety. If he was a Huguenot, he carried alout with 
• c him, wherever he went, an original fin for which it was thought ia.vfol to 
'' afiafftnate him a;.y where; and. though a man was a Oath -lie, it was enough 
" if he had enemies who could make it be believed that he was a Huguenot* in, 
M order that he might poinard him with impunity. Af-er the peace of Charcret^ 
•* Me?eray fays, " That Proteftants were iu greater danger than in he time of 
" the war. In three months time more than 2000 of them were killed i . dif« 
•* ferent places, either by their particular enemies, or by popular commotions, a* 
" at Amiens near 100 perfons, at Auxerre 15Q, more atBIciis, Purges, Iflbu- 
" dun, Troyes, and in twenty other places." 

But the memory of all thtfc horrid deeds was in fome meafure loft and fwai- 
Ipwed up in the more horrid maflacre or St. Bartholomew in 157a, a fcene 0! 
perfidy and wjekednek which baffles all defcription, and which wiU ever remain 
unequalled in the annals of crimes. When a happy peace and cordial union an$ - 
friendship feemed to he firmly eftabliihed} when the Proteftants were more thfcn 
<ver caseiled, trufted, "honoured, and munificently rewarded ; when th- caieft 
of the party were invited to, couit, and entertained *ith feafli'.gs and rcj icinga 
at the marriage which was propofed as the bond of perpeuia- frie- dfhij) bet.vixi 
the two religions j when they were lolled aflcep with royal promifes. and oaths; 
then were the orders and Ggnals given for executing the hellifli deftgn concor^ 
long before, by which all France became a field of carnage. The ommifi&oA 
was to fpare none, not even* infants at the breaft. In the darknefs of night the 
work of death was begun at Paris, and every quarter of the ciry was rilled with, 
bind* of murderers, running from place to place, di .'patching unfufpecliug Pro* 
teftants wherever they found them, in the ftreets, in their hodVs, or in their 
beds, with many kinds of death, and fome with more kinds >han one. A ruffian 
told the king, that he had flaln 150 the night preceding 5 and another boarled^ 
that he had killed 400 tor his part. Seven days were employed in this, rtiannef 
$t Paris, and the fir ft three cfpecially, with unafc>ating fury. Letters were feat - 
to every city, commanding them to begin a maflacre on the fame dav» and at, 
the fame hour, and many of them too punctually obeyed ; fo that the butcheries 
S*ere continued through the kingdom for feveral months. In Roin above 6909 
"were flaughxered : atTbculcufe fome hundreds were hewed to pieces with aiea, 
4rt.: at Orleans, the Papifls confefted they had cu oft* 12,000, f.;mc fa*4 
iB.ooo : at Lyons, after the gates were fliut, they fell upon all the Huguenota, 
vvljthW mercv : 350 of tfoem were fliut np in the archbifoo^* houfc, which in 

the 
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the Jamarettas, and auto»d»fts of the infernal Iaquit- 

fition, 

the fp 2k.ee of an hour and an half were cut to pieces t Come more humane Catho- 
lic*, upon feeing the heaps of (lain, faid, " They furely were net men, but 
« devils in the lhapeof men, who had done this." The whole number of tr.ofc 
who j>erifhcd in tbe maiTiCrc cannot be peccifely ascertained. Meeeray makes 
the n u/nber 25,000, Thuancs 30,000 in P-ms alone, of whom 500 were no- 
blemen, or gentlemen of diftincYion. The duke de Sully fays, (> The number 
u ncaaiTacred during eight days, throughout the kingdom, amounted to 70,000 1" 
and ncalfo adds, " I have writings dill in my hards, which would cea&rm the 
u report of the co >rt of, France having made the mo* preuang inftances to the 
" neighbouring courts to follow its example with regard to the Proteftams, o* 
'' it. leaft to refufe an afylum to thefe unfortunate people/* The Catholic bi&op 
ef HocUz confeffes the number of the flain to have been ioo,6co. 

V'eC all this work of death was performed with the knowledge, advice, aed 
approbation of Rome; and there have not been wanting f*i*t to defend and 
typist tad it. Pcttr Ciapeutier wrote an apology for it. John *Vi Counts, 
principal of the college of Amiens, praifed it in anode, infert.d among fata 
printed work.. The learned M. Atiionio Murci, who wae preferred at Rome, 
joa<ic an oration ia praife of it. £vea the wife and moderate De Than was ab 
peaan as to compliment the king in a fpeech, wherein. he commended the 
poua-rly art of diftmulation, though he abhorred the monftrous villany in his 
. keavrr* and applied to it the lines of Stat i us : 

JZxddat ilia dies av9, nee ftfiera eredant 
£* ch f certe ncs laceanms, et obtuta mufta 
Itofte legi propris paHsmur crlmtna genfis* 

Th« mod. luxuriant encomiums were alfo beftowed upon thefe bloody Pari/ku 
wpfudi in a fpeech pronounced before Philip II. When the news of tbe oaaf- 
.&*: reached the Spanifh army in the Netherlands, they were received with 
fi£oaof the-moft extravagant joy. The ikies refbunded with repeated firing of 
caniien, and the mingled founds of drums and trumpets : and at night bonfitta 
blaecd every where around the camp. The head of tbe great and valiant Ad- 
miral Cpligni, who was tbe fir ft faciifice, was fent to the king and queen -mo- 
ther, and by them to the Pope and cardinal of Lorraine, as a grateful prefeat. 
To render the impiety of the fcene complete, the Pontiff, as Strada informs as, 
tpon hearing of thefe execrable deeds, appointed folcmii prayers and thankfgi- 
Tln 8»> and went in proceflion to the church of St. Lewis, and gave thank*, to 
«°d for the good news, egil u I tori Dt% grates, and publifhed a bull of large in- 
dulgences to fuch as implored the heavenly affiflance to the king and kingdom 
or 'ranee. The whole abominable tranfacVions indeed appear to have been 
•influenced both by thp pernicious principles and counfcls of Rome. They were 
ptviouQy concerted, between the king and Cardinal Alexandria the legate, at 
*** court of France. The legate, it is faid, cared not that the marriage of 
Henry with the king's fitter fhould be made ufe of as a pretext fcr it 5 but Charles 
PWnt; convinced Vmd, that it was a fure way to be revenged of their enemies, he 

confenjed 



[ 166 3 

Virion *, could have effe&ed it. All engagement*, 

which 

eonfented to it without any fcruple. The king offered him a ring to infure thf 
execution of the crime: " But," fays an Italian biographer, " he refufed to 
" tak- pledges lor (he fecurity of the word of fo great a king; though, after 
" St. Bartholomew's day, Charles ifX. fcnt him that ring as a token of hit 
" adherence to his oaths, with this motto engraved upon it, Nee pietas pojfe 
" mea [anguine folvi." Clement VIII. who was then auditor and companion 
to Cardinal Alcxandrin, afterwards told Cardinal D' Oflat, that, when the tidings 
came to Rome, the cardinal faid> God be praifed; the king of France bos kept hit 
•word -with me* And briber, to prefer ve the memory of this deed, and to mew 
his apoftolic fuisfaction wiih it, the Pope caufed magnificent paintings to be 
drawn, and medals to be caft, on the joyful occafion. The death of the admiral 
was reprefented in three different pieces, which were bung up in the haJl Ik 
which the Pope gives Audience to ambafladors, as a trophy of the church's tri* 
utn ph. The firft reprefents him as wounded by the aflamVMorevel, and carried 
home j having this infeription below, Gafpar Coligmus AmiralHus accepto -wt/- 
nere domum refertnr Greg. XII I. Pont. Max. 1*71. In the fecond, the admiral 
is mafl*acred in bis houfe, with Teligni his fon-in-law, and others ; the tnferip- 
lion, Codes Colignii et fociorum ejus. In the third the news are carried to the 
king, who is pleafcd therewith ; Rex CoGgnii necem probat, A medal was allfc 
ftruck, having the image of the Pope on one fide, and the words Gregor. XIII. 
Pont. Max. an. 1. and on the reverfe a deflroying angel, holding a crofs in out 
haod, and a drawn fword in the other, with which he (laughters a profoatt 
hoft, with the infeription, Ugonottorum ftrages, 157a, which Molinet confeHet 
was meant of the Parifian ma&cre, and excufes this bloody device of his HoU- 
jiefs, by his zeal for the Catholic religion. " Thefe medals, fays Mafon, " are 
•* now beet me very rare, yet my friends procured me fome of them/' Sir Job* 
Temple, Hift. of the Irijb Rebel. Bljb. of Dromore, Serm. 1733. Leger, Hijt. 
gtner. des Eglif. Vaud. par. n. ch. 9. Thuan. I. v'u &c. D l Aitbigne, Hift. 
/. iii, &c* Maimb. Hift. du Calvin. Mezer. Hift. abrege, &c. Moreri, 
DiB. Hift. Jurieu, Apolog. &c. tome ii. cb. 14. Clark, Martyrol. and Ufrrf 
Coligny. Memoirs of the Duke de Sully. Strada, de Bella relig. dec. i. /. 7: " 
Courres, Ouvret mor. diverf. en Hift. pleines de beaus Exemp. etc. liv. Iv. Htrn^ 
Hift. Ecclef. Girclamo Catena, Life of Plus V. fr. at Rome in 1588. Lcttr. 
p'OJJat, a Rome, 1509. Molinet, Hift. Sum. Pontif. per Numifm. p. jsj. 
Miflon, Voyage, etc. let*, a 8. 

* Th; Ingutftipn is the court eftabliftied hy the church of Rome, chienj for 
fearchii g nut, trying and condemning heretics, or offenders again ft her faith* 
It is dignified with the name of the Holy Office, of which the Pope is ftill fo« 
prerre bead and lawgiver. As this tribunal is entirely formed upon ecclesiastical 
ideas and principles, was erected, fupported, and regulated by the authority of 
Pop s, anl the canons of councils, and is almoft wholly in the management of 
pritfls ar.d friars, it affords one of the molt decisive and unequivocal proofs of 
the true fpirfc and genius of the Romifli religion. Though there were fome 
very fevcre laws early made by the imperial authority for panUbing the crime 

of 
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whkh might interfere with this deiigti> have been ut- 
terly 

•f diflenting from the eftabliftied religion* yet is thefe were deemed either too 

mild and inefficient for restraining the fuppofed evil, or were not fo careful If ' 

■ad vigproufly executed as the interefts or fangtitinary wiflies of tnercilefs eccle- 

fiafitcs required, they ceafed not till they had fuch delinquents wholly delivered 

up to their will and power, and had ufurped a jorifdi&ion oyer their perfons, 

lives, and fortunes, independent of the civil authority, to which they left no* 

thing but the drudgery of executing their iniquitous acts. As this court claims 

aad exercifes a coercive power, it is another evidence of the temporal dominion 

arrogated by the Papacy, and of its encroachments upon the province and righta 

efthemagiftratc. It is indeed Rome's matter piece of craft, cruelty, tyranny, 

•adinjuftice ; an invention calculated for the luppreffion at once of religion and 

titth, liberty and knowledge, innocence and virtu?, whkh could proceed only 

fro* that wifitom which is earthly, fenfual, devilifh, The Inquifition was, 

eftahK&ed in the beginning of the thirteenth century again ft the Albigeois, to 

ftBuawhtt the preaching of miflionaries, anathemas, croifades, and wars, coald 

aot fair/ sccomplUb. Innocent III. gave an Inquifitorial commiffion to one 

Rsietriii to force heretics to return to the unity of the Catholic faith, and to 

peoift the contumacious with all canonical pains. Immediately after the power 

°f IsqoHitor-general was committed to Dominic, and the order of preaching 

Antt of which he was the founder, in whofe hands it has chiefly been intruded 

•••f fince. This Spaniard was a fierce and cruel bigot, and was preferred to this 

••^ehecanfe of the flaming seal, and bloody difpofition whereby he diftinguiihed 

*">ttf againft the pcrfecuted Albigenfes, for which kind of virtue .and fertility 

** was alfo afterwards canonized. His mother was faid to have dreamed before 

** emh, that fhe was with child of a whejp carrying in his mouth a lighted 

****&, who mould put the wotld in an uproar, and fei it on fire. This he fully 

lt **fisd by his incendiary fermons, and the wars, fires, and faggots, which he 

•"•died in various parts. The coun ils convened about that time by their de- . 

cre *»i an gbftracl of which we have already given, eftabliftied the Inquifition, 

*** live it its fettled laws and form : the council of Thouloufe in 1229 was 

•••oft wholly employed in regulating the procedure of Inquifitors. Pope Gre» 

&*f IX. in I235,caufed a collection of dcire.als to be publifhed, in which were 

O0 °taioed maoy extraordinary canons de modo Jnquifitionis. The emperor Fre- 

***** If. authorised the Inquifition by the mod fevere edicts, formerly mention- 

**» which wer« approved and ratified by Honorius IV. and other Popes. Tbe 

****• of Thouloulc, aod other princes, were forced to become the fi pporters and 

••"^ executors of the fentences of the Inquifitor?. The Popes laboured ftill to. 

lAereaie their power, and inverted them with perpetual authority to adminifter 

J**|i*jeM in their name, independent of all othets. Thus fupported, they foots 

**t*»i to enrich themfelves with the fpoils, and fatiate them felves with the blood 

•^nderaned innocents, and to txercife the moil unlimited tyranny, to the 

terror of all forta of perfons. In Thouloufe they excited fuch general abhorrence 

*°d indigDation^that the people rofe againft them, deftro\ed their b cafes, burnt 

** s^Oferi, and banl&cd tjiem from the city, with all who favoured them*. 

There 
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cable 

"There were tumults on the fame account in MUrfeilles, Milan> Florence, Pla* 
centia, Genoa, r/c. Yet the Inquifition continued to make progrefa, and wat 
foiled alrouft in every country where P^pal authority could introduce it. it waa 
early elUbiiibcd La Axragon, and icroc provinces or France and Germany. It 
was introduced into Italy in 115 it It was admitted into Venice under Nicolas 
IV. with Come reductions, a»d, before the end of the 12th century, had mad* 
its way into Peril) Sardinia, Savia, Auftria, Hungary, Poland, Dalmatis, 
Bohemia, end even into Syria and Paleftine. It was fet up in CaftUe, and 
afterward* in the whole kingdom of Spain, by Ferdinand and Ifabella, upon the 
expqjuoa of the Moon, by ike advice 0/ the archbimop. of Seville, and the 
authority of Pope Sixtus IV. and eatended as far as the Indies. In Spain it 
appeared with greater pomp, power, and terror, then hitherto in other nations 1 
a peculiar ftandsrd was choicn tor the tribunal, and peculiar habits appointed tax 
be worn by the criminals in the auto da fit, or airs of faith. In one of theft 
Iauuifitorial acts celebrated at Seville, fenience was pafled againft 800 perloai 
at once j fo cruelly and despotically has it here reigned. Charles V. in 155* 
published t declaration for fettling the Inquifition in the Low Countries as i*^ 
Spain} which was renewed in 1599' by his ion Philip, and attempted at Infttev 
be carried into execution by force of arms, which was one principal caufc of tka 
loss of the United Provinces to the crown of Spain. The duke of Guile and 
cardinal of Lorraine warmly pre&d the court to eftabliih it in France, as th*V 
moil cfiedual of all remedies againft herefy : accordingly Henry II, fuppiicated 
the Pope on that head, and a bull was difpatcbed from Rome in 1557, whack 
the king by an ediel meant to confirm, had he not been oppofod by the paslisv 
ment, and prevented by the calamities of the (late. It is believed, that Mar? 
intended, if her life had been prolonged, to eafe her hand of the laborious^ work 
of trying and burning heretics, after fhc had made feme hundreds o£ them pftrb 
through the fire, many of them indeed without any trial at all,— by ercclint; tno 
Dominican tribunals in England. Pius IV. in wbofe lime the laquifiuess 
deftroyed fo many thou&nd*, had fuch an opinion of this infti'.ution, that Bo 
recommended it, when dying, as the bed mean of deftroying hciely, and tfcft 
{hitffupport $f tht Papacy, But the fury of the people was fo great, that after 
his death tbey broke down his ftatue, def jeed hi< arms, ruflied into the Jaty. 
Office, committed its rcgitiers and papers to the flames, forced it* prifens and (at 
free tne priibners, and were fcarccly retrained from firing tlie convent of the- 
Dominicans. This odious tribunal ft ill maintains its authority and force ta> 
the territories of the church, in the dominions of Portugal and Spain, where 
**toi*fei are occasionally ecu.- lusted with the inhum.n fpirit of 1 Dominic or* 
Panea. In one of thefc at JLifbon, in 1720, 43 perfons were condemned. la 
the ccclefiuicic dates of I aly are 23 inquifircrial courts or above, under theb 
abfolute dircQion of the Pipe, or the Office at R>mc in which he pieGdcs. lav 
Spain are 14, btfides thefe in America, Sardinia, etc. Tlie kings of Spain ant) 
Portugal have the right of namipj the Jnqu'fitor general who appoints aJJ the 
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edit edicts and laws, have, without fcruple* been 

violated 

ret of the Inquifrors, bat they muft all be approved by the Pope, and confirmed 

in their office by his bulla. 

' t To acquire fomc idea of the oppreflive and tyrannical nature of this horrid 

jtottt, we .need only read fome of the mod favourable account! of its manner 

ff procedure by the writers of the Popjfo faith, or its own directories and rule* 

tf procedure which hare been publifhed. There is no nerd for an exaggeration 

.effa&s, nor is there any room for it. .Its officer?, called Familiars, arc difperfed 

jm all quarter! , who tmprefs fuch awe and dread, that none, whe;i arretted, 

d*e attempt to make the fmalleft. refiftancc, when they hear the words pro 

liotaced, On the part of the holy Inquifmon : no neighbour dare murmur; but 

two ihe rather muft deliver up the children, And the hufbanj his wife: if any 

Jtvofc Bwnld happen, all thofe muft be put in the criminal's place who refufed 

toeteitthemfelves to prevent his efcape. The prifoners are out one by one, 

J* two by two, iotp little cells, from whence ihcy are brought, on the days of 

A« council, to be interrogated in the manner of the Inquifition, wh.cn is never 

.tottUtbem for what they are act u fed, l?ut to demand of them of what they judge 

theauetas to be guilty. Inflantjy the friends of the criminal put on mourning, 

aid Jpeak of him as a dead man. They date not folicit for his pardon, nor fo 

peck trcome near the prifon, for feat of .being fufpecled and involved in the 

ftoe misfortune: nay, relations have fometimes fled to diftant countries, Whea 

^creare do proofs againft {he ace u fed, he is releafed after a long imprifonmenti 

r^kc always Ipfes the greater part of his cftate,. which goes always for the ufe 

?( 4e Inquif&on. The (jpcret 6f the whole piocedure is fo ftraitly kept, that 

^koow not the day appointed for their fentence. Judgment is given once a 

. yc*} for all the accufed, by an arret or auto da fe t which ia immediately put 

^oeiecution. againft ihe guilty. The ecdefiaftic judges read their accufation*, 

Mfthe crime on which they are convicted, and dehver them to Che fecuUr 

**• feigning great grief, and praying that they would fpare <hem ; though, if 

"ty *ere to grant their requeft, they would be much more forry, if not curfe 

**** **> damnation. The .faggots are already prepared, and the executioner 

WyJbtjfuch as are to be. burnt; and the confraternity of mercy, w : th their 

vtylayed banner, attended with many priefts, are prefent at the fpeclaclc, and 

nM J te prayers for the criminal. Thofe who efcape wiih their lives, but have 

**?* Roods confifcated, etc. are brought forthwith zfankenlto or holy fackcloth, 

*° **<! crpfles.upon if, Thofe who have confefled and abjured in prifon, wear 

/Attafsftiji without erodes, painted over with flames, but reverfed, or po'nting 

f^n^airdi, called fvego Nvolto; threatening them with burning if they relapie. 

*° fc . Mrho are obftinate or relapfcd, and are condemned to the fire, appear in 

Dl ™ *»ckcloih called fammara or famarejta, with the portrait of the criminal 

wa to the life, furrounded with the figures of devils and flames aicending. 

* he form f proceeding in the tribunals of the Inquifiiion,-' fry* an iftge- 

•*wa writer whom we have frequently quoted, " is alm»ft as odious as the 

r< ^^^ftcnts i articled on thofe who have the unhappineft to be condemned 

•j it. f oc perquifluonay the informations, arc fecrct t oce neither knows 
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violated or made void *, not only' by virtue of gene- 
ral 

" his accufer, nor the witncftea which confirm the accnfation: one ia arreftec: 
" without knowing for what reafon : the prifon is rigorous, and always verv| 
«' long : the prisoners have neither counfel nor advocate, and the fentenccs am 
** without appeal. Not only is a perfon arreted upon p >fitive accufatioas, bo* 
** upon bare fufpiciens : if he hath Hot performed his Eaftcr devotions, if b« 
*« bath appeared to doubt of fome miracle, of Cxoe revelation, if he bath fof- 
f« fered any pieafantry to efcape from him on fuch a fubject, nothing more ia 
u requifite to excite the zeal of the loquifitors. The manner of interrogating 
'<- the prifoners is full of myfteries 5 they are defircd to difcover, and often tin 
«' divine the caufe for which they are apprehended ; and whether they (peak, o* 
" whether they keep f;lence, they are ncverthelefs judged j their avowal is ■ 
" conviction, and their filence is taken for impenitence and obfKnacy*. When 
" once a man hatb given offence to that tribunal, or becomes fufjpecled by it, 
* he is continually examined and watched : the only mean for him to efcape ia 
" to banifli himfelf, without which he muft refo'.ve to live in perpetual alarms. 
" That tribsnal eftablifhes for articles of faith whatever it pleafetb, and re- 
" gards as crimes the moft reafonable liberty of thinking : to attack the abofi 
** of indulgences,, to difpute the eeclcfiaftic jurisdiction, to reckon the immuni- 
** ties and privileges of the clergy exceflive, or to complain of their being toe 
" rich, are capital offences ; and the leaft pardonable of all would be to blame 
" the rigour and manner of procedure of the facred tribunal, nor would it even 
" he very fafe to teftify fome companion for the wretches whom it caufeg to be 
«*• executed. It is thus this formidable tribunal holds under the yoke the conn* 
" tries where it is eftabliflied, and expofes individuals to- the hatred and yen* 
" geance of all tbofe who are difpofed to accufe them: hateful tribsnal! of 
" which the enemies of the Roman church have ever availed thenrfelvee to mt 
« up whole nations againft her; — a tribunal which makes more hypocrite* 
«« than trne Chrftians, which fupports faperAuion, vain and falfe devotions, 
« that curbs and retrains infinitely the learned : one is obliged to follow ex- 
«' acMy the road beaten through credulity and dVfe& of criticifm, to avoid ita 
•* cenfwre : Fopebrox, the continuator of the Lives of the Saints, did not efcape 
" it, becaufe he feemed to doubt rf the prophet Elias was the founder of the 
" order cf Carmelites." 

Id the court of Ineujfition, when the accufed do not voluntarily corifefs, va- 
rious kinds of inhuman toiture are ufed $ the moft common are the cotdn tneV 
the vegl'ta, as they are called in Italy. The perfon who is tortured with the 
ctrda has heavy weights hun-g to his feet, his hands tied behind his back, and 
fattened to a rope hanging in a pulley from the deling of the room of vaft 
height, and is thus bottled ap to the very cieling j and, being kept hanging till 
his joints and limbs are horribly fi retched, he is fuddenly let down with a jerk 
within a few inches of the ground ; where he is to hang with his legs and arms 
disjointed, or is fluffed up and down a whole hour, if he does not own himfelf 
guilty. The tarda is called the queen of torments, arid there, are very few la* 
fiances of perfons bearing it a'whole hour, fome dying of the exquifite pain be- 
fore 
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ral warrants contained always ia the (landing laws 

and 

fore the how is expired, and others confcfling crimes whether they committed 

•Hem or not, to redeem themfelves from it. Such as endure this firft torture 

h«ve it afterwards^ repeated npon them, or a new one is tried. — The vcglU is 

something Kke a fmith'e ahril, with a fpike at the top of it chat ends in an iron 

***. At the four corners of the room are four ropes hanging from four pulleys* 

Thefe ropes are tied tp the naked arms and legs of the criminal, and twifted h 

fcwd as to cut even to the bone : by them he is lifted up, and fet down with his 

tatk.fcoae exadly upon the die, which works by degrees, as his whole weight 

teutonic, into the bone. This torture* is to laft eleven hour-, if the perfon 

tab not fooner confefsthe charge : and, though he mould confefs the fact, the 

~ tottire is continued, uniefs he alfo confefs the intent'un. It is therefore evident, 

that this holy tribunal of the church, which boaft. of its juftlce and mercy, is 

tacmoft cntel«s well as unjuft that ever was eftabltihed in civilized nations, 

*Qd equals, if not exceeds any thing known among the mod barbarous. The 

^e /pint of it, and «f its acls, is firikingly exhibited in the following lines, 

"feich contain Tome precepts for a dutiful and confeienticas Inouifitor, which 

*Ppear to have been dictated by cruelty icfclf— 

3%hi fanfto obfequeris, dum mandat jujU, fynedn. 

Sufpendens laqueo crhnina Beta tuo t ~ - 

Main ftrtato, rogit impwito, poiUo 

Herglto, forcipibus atdiio, fert» ftru» 
JLnft feri, necato fame, ferraque fecato, - 

Compede ftringe pedes, fune Hgato pedes 
Qffa reveWtOy crura refringito, rumpito membra 

Li&or, et In plum fcindito particulas*. 
Mine a&tum ad crates referato notatoque fir at 

Cerne finiflerius dexUrhfqiu latus. Pet. Ribald. 

Moreri, Ditl. bift. Dupin, BibRotb. tome x. Innoc. Eplft. /. ii. ep. 121. BzovH 
Anualidtnn. liai, 1189, &c. Eymeric. Dinftov. Inquif. Sp.inb. Hift. coL 
* 6 57, &c. Hiftoire des Martyrs, impr. a G<n. 10*19, A ▼»*. l*gc% Hi/?. 
Gen. dtsEglf. Vaud. I. ii. cb. 15. Jurleu, Apol. U ii. cb. 9, et 9. Bafnagi $ 
H»/?. de la Mg. etc. L i. cb. 7. 

* That breach of faith, private and public, on account ofalledged herefy, is 
sn authorised doclrine of Romanift«, hath been already proved: that their prac- 
tice has generally been conformable to it, is no lefs evident. Trie frequent in- 
ftances of this which occur, as they far exaeed the ordinary bounds of human 
f eachery, afford of themfelyes the ftrongeft preemption, if not a full proof, 
th»t they have believed the doctrine; e r pecially when the guilty have often 
avowed it as the reafon of their conduct, and both excufcd and vindicated their 
perfidy by the principles of their religi. n. Indeed an inftance cannot perhaps 
be produced of fo much as one engagem ent or paction, whei-ein the imerefts of 

y * *«. 
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and do&rines of the Romifli church, ,buf oftea 

under 

the two oppofite religions have been concerned, (which properly are the cafe* in 
which the principle of breaking faith is adopted by tht church, of R- me, or im J 
puted to her), which hath been confidered- as obligatory by Papifts, or faithfully 
.kept: by them, when it could be fafelyor advantageoully broken. Some eviden- 
ce^ of the contrary we (hall here produce. *• ■■ • % » .-■»•■■ 
la th- Albigeiifian wars an army of pilgrims under Lewis of France, and the 
Roman legate, befieged Avignion : after lofing 23,000 men before it, they had 
been forced to raife the fiege, if the legate had not obtained petraifTiQn to enter 
into the city under pre tonce of examining their faith, after protgfting, that he 
had continued the fiegc fo long, only. that -he might promote the falvation of 
their fouls, and taking an oath-, that he would enter alone with the prelates i 
but no fooner was he admitted than the army rufhed in at his back; feized the 
city, razed its walls, deftroyed 300 houfes, flew many of the inhabitants, aodf, 
of the reft took 200 for boftages-.of their obedience to the Romifh church; Shore 
time after this, Earl Raymond the Valiant, chief of that devoted people, was> 
befieged in Thouloufe by another army of eroded foidiers under Jmbert of BeaJ. 
vim. The abbot of Grandfylve was fent from the Pope's legate who, as ufuat, 
attended the holy expedition with three archbishops, and other dignitaries, to 
offer peace. A truce was' accordingly agreed on for fome days j the earl war 
prevailed on to go to the place where the peace was to be concluded, and* 
from thence drawn to Mtaux to finish the agreement with the queen-regent of 
France, the holy warriors pledging their faith to him, that hcihoirld go and 1 
return in fafety : but, not with (landing this,- he was no -fooner come thither 
than he was made prifoner, and, inftead of a treaty, was obliged to fubmit to* 
Whatever terms they pleafed to impede; which were mofr rigorous and (hartefuL 
Their fuccclibrs in the Waldenfian faith in Piedmont met with no better treat- 
ment from their perf.dious perfecutors, when attempts were made to extirpate 
them In the* fixteenth century by an army fent againft them under the Lord of 
Trinity, what could not be aceomplimcd by force was attemp.ed by the bafefj 
treachery.*' Repeated treaties wcrt entered into with them, to the number of 
eight or nine* all of which wire violated. The fubfequent promlfes and edicts* 
of the court, obtained in their favour, were no letter kept, being ambiguoufly 
ctfprefied, explained away to nothing, or plainly-infringed. Lies, calumniestf 
and pious frauds, were common means ufed, especially by the priefts, for excU 
ting and promoting continual perfecurion againft them. Even in the beginning 
of the maflfacre in 1655, while the deputies of the valleys were am ufed at Turin, 
an army was. collected, and fent- under -the marquis of PianeuVto lay wafte the 
country. Having ravaged for fome days^the places which had been abandoned* 
and finding* the inhabitant* in other parts (landing to their defence, they were 
invited by a trumpet to come to the general, and receive from bis mouth the 
pleafure of the prince, being a flu red of all fafety. This induced them to fend 
deputies, who were kindly received, feafled, and- care 1 fled. By thefc the |nha-< 
bitants wcrepromifed protection and favour,, if they would confent to receive, 
and quarter arr.org them Lmc troops only, as a fign of their obedience aad ride-' 
• . • c • ' . • H'Ji 
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tfider die exprefs fan&ion of Papal authority aa4 
'' approbation 

tity > *»bich the too credulous inhabitants, deceived by repeated folemn protesta- 
tions, agreeing to, they were no fooner admitted than they began to butcher 
Vben, women, and children with unheard-of barbarities. A treaty was afterwards 
faiade at Pignerol, bur no fooner made than broken ; even fome of the firft 
preliminary articles of it were never fulfilled, fuch as the reftoration of tho 
children which had been carried away, although promifed by royal patent. The 
'continued infractions of the peace occafiomd various complaints, Amplications, 
and retabhftrances, to br carried to court by the opprefod inhabitants, and fome 
neighbouring (fates :' but all that tbefe produced, was a new band of murderers 
lent among them* who renewed the fame ctuelty and perfidy, though not alto* 
getherVith the fame fuccefs.' The pacifications wJ.ich followed the perfection 
-tad maflacrein 1663 were' no oetter obfervcJ. In 1686 the d-jke of Savoy and 
toe French king invaded that'pobr people on all fij«j- : they made a noble refin- 
ance which Obliged thofe two powers to come to a treaty with them, and feig:i 
» peace; after which they furptl zed them before they could rcafllmble, and 
killed and took about 12,000 of thern ; *fo" that a few only efcaped to the rqoun- 
taini, where they were'hurited for' half a year, 'and at la ft obtained the fignal 
fivourto be aUowed to baniih themfelveS fur ever; though, of 8 or io,oco, 
force a third part reached S^iflerland',' the reft pcrifhing; through want and* 
iardlhip!. Thefe petty tyrants of Savoy kept their faith no better with other 
Proteftants, as appears all along from their conduct towards Geneva, which they 
w often attempted to' take by force, ftirprize, and efc'alade, contrary to treaties.' . 
* n '567 the duke had fome territories about that city reffored by (he Proteftant 
*>ntonsi on condition that the reformed fhould there enjoy their religion 5 which 
*"«*&*« not at all obfe.ved. ....... . :. » ■■ 

^ hi Flanders and Holland the duchefs of Parma granted an edi& of pacifica- 
tion, by which air that was pafled was buried, and the eiercife of the Proteftant 
ft ligion connived at for the future : this Philip If. ratified, and profefled hini'- 
k« fully refolved to maintain; but foon after, ? withcJuf! any regard to former 
P«>aifes and edicts, Alva is fent with his bloody commifiiori, who yet' artfully 
wdeavoured by flattering promifes to draw the chiefs of the patriotic party into 
his power; and fuch as relied upon tbcfe, had their heads cue off as t requital 
of tfxir confidence. . ' 

la Poland the Proteftants were multiplied under Sigifmund the laft king of 
tte 'ace of the Jagellohs. They prefented their Confeflion ef Faith to the kingi 
*ho, having read it twice over, deb red to their deputies, u That it was agree- 
able to the common faith of Chrtftians, and that they arid theirs fhould en* 
J°y protection and peace:" After his death the fiates of the kingdom, before 
feeding to the election of anew king, enacted an irrevocable law in 1573, 
at the crown fhould nof be given to any perfon whatever that would not pre» 
* rTe liberty of conscience, and the hee exercife of both religions : and when 
ntnry j e y a k\ $i afterwards Henry HI. of France, "who was elected, fcrupled to 
ktf the oath, one of the noblemen took the crown, and went out of the 
Utth, fayujg, Either you Jhall fw car, or you Jkall not reign. This decree wm 

farther 
\ 
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approbation*- To the force of the exterminating 

principle, 

farther confirmed in 1586, 1587, 1632 j the privileges of the Diffident*, and 
their rapacity of civil offices, were fee u red to them by the treaty of Oliva. Vet 
they have been robbe.l of their privileges, deprived <f their churches, puniiried 
and driven out as blafphemers, and fumetimes nearly extirpated from the king- 
dom. The number of their congregations fame time was reduced in Greater 
Poland to 21, the mod confiderable of which was in the city of Lefna, which 
was totally deitroyed by fire and fword, through th*.- malice of their Popi.1i ene« 
mies, in fti gated by the monks and chrgy, who took occafion, from the irruption 
of the Swedes into Poland, to begin a moft cruel perfecution and maflacre of the 
Proteftants in Lefna and other places ; fo that f. arce one church efcaptd the 
conflagration and havock. In 1724, upon the falfe accofations of Jefuits, the 
chief ma^iftrate of Thorn and nine of the citizens were executed j the Proteflanti 
deprived uf their church and fcho .1, and other privileges j and in 1736 the DinT- 
dctu* were declared incapable of public offices in the kingdom. The hard/hips 
they have more recently fuflflred are generally known. 

The liberty and peace granted to the Proteftants in Germany by the emperor, 
and ratified in the diet of Ratifbone 1531, and by his brother Ferdinand about 
the fame time, were r.oc long continued to them. The Pope was extremely 
difpleafed with thefe concemons, and ceafed not till they were revoked, 
and a religious war kindled. In the condufijn of it the landgrave of Hefle. 
having made terms of pacification with the emperor, wa% contrary to the treaty 
and the imperial faiih given him, made a clofc prifoner, to the great prejudice 
of the Protectants. The duke of Saxony, relenting the treachery, bad recourfe 
again to aims, and brought Charles to the peace cf Paflau, confirmed at the 
next diet of Augflurg, in which it was provided, that neither parly mould he 
difturbed on account of religion. But this fetrlcmcnc was overturned, as by the 
archduke of Grats — and more remarkably in the time of Matthias, when Fer- 
dinand II. was impofed on the Bohemians, which threw both Bohemia and 
Hungary into a Mime, and Airred up thefe violent wars and peifecutions which 
ended in the utur extinction cf the Protefbnt intercft in Bvh^mia, accompa- 
nied with equal barbaiitic-s and infidelities, the Jefuits not being afharaed of 
deceiving them with falfe promifes, faying, " That heretics muft be dealt 
" with as madmen 2nd children, from whom, if you defire to get a knife, you 
" muft fbew them fomething elfe, though you never iniend to give it them/* 
The war in the end fpread through all Germany, and almoft al: Europe, for 3© 
years, ind terminated in the peace of Wcftphalia, 1648. After the fuccefs of 
the emperors in Bohemia, toe liberties of the whole PiOteflant body in the 
empire were threatened, and (truck at, which obliged them to form a league 
for their defence, of which the great Gujiavus Adolpkut became the head. 
By the treaty of Wcflphalia many privileges were fecured to the Prote- 
(tants, and religion was fettled on the fame footing it had been in 16141a 
every Hate and city of Germany. But againft this treaty the Pope folemnly 
protefted, in fo far at it was derogatory from the interefts of the church of 
Rome, declaring it, in thefe re/pciU, null ar.d void : and though the PoeHh 

powers 
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principle, and the delufivc influence of this fierce intempe- 
rate 

powers were obliged from necefiity, and for po'itical reafons, to accede to if, yet 
ia the matter of religion it hath not been fa, redly kept by them, though it be 
a fundamental law of the empire. Many writings have been publiuVd by rh« 
Popitfh doctors and divines, in order to invalidate the treaty. Aim ft every year 
complaints of grievances, and infractions of it, have been prefen ed . efore the 
evangelic body, and by them to the imperial chambers, but ufujlly wi hout ef- 
fect. In 1719* &c. the compLints of the Protefhms in the P-ilatina-c were 
fo great, and the violations of the public faith fo glaring, that all the prin- 
cipal powers of Europe prefented memorials and remonftranccs in their behalf, 
and infilled on redrei't. In the courfe of one winter, 4731 and 1732, about 
%o,^yZ were, on account of religion, driven from the archbifh pric of Sul<«- 
burg. Others in many places have been forced to comply with P.iuifli cu.lonn, 
tod refrained in many parts of their religious rights. By the trvayof Alt 
&ar»Oadt 1707, 125 churches were given to the Lutherans in Silefia; yei wiibia 
two years after, by a decree of the emperor Jofeph, they wtre ?gain deprive*" 
of ttvem, and all who had embraced Lutheranifm were obliged to ren unce it, 
lodevpain of banifhment, or confiscation of goods. From the rime of the ac- 
ceHioAef the late emprefs- queen to the year 1749 the Protettants in Hungary 
were deprived of 105 churches. 

IF we turn our eyes to France, we will find yet more abundant proofs, that 
Popiflj engagements with heretics are nothing but deceitful lies. To recount 
particnlicly all the arts of treachery pra&ifcd upon the poor Huguenots in every 
fecceding reign, from the time the public faith was firft pledged to them, is 
impoffible. We are allured by all the honeft and difinterefted hiftorians of the 
«°* religion as well as the other, that, prior to the edict of Nantes, there was 
never one treaty made with them in good faith, but always with a defign t« 
fwprize, difarm, opprefs, or mafiacre them, in the hour when they were 
thinking leait of it, while they, by the conferlion of their enemies, in their 
treaties always fought for peace, and executed them with the fame finceri- 
*J« No fooner was the fiift edict granted by the queen mother, and the Rates 
aflcmbledat St. Germain 1 s, in 1561, allowing tlum the exercife of their reii- 
i*°n» than a triumvirate was formed againft them to render it of no c?ec*t ; ani 
*to Protcftants in many places were more cruelly ul'ed and flaughteted than 
**»> which obliged them to take arms, for the firft time, in their own defence ; 
fnd foon again obtained peace, which was no better obferved : ftratagems were 
u'edto defiroy the chiefs of the party; a league was formed at Thouloufe under 
Cardinal d'Armagnac, againft the rebellious heretics andfeftartes; the more dan- 
ptous plot was fecretly concerted at Bayonne for the extirpation of the Prote- 
flaaU: gentlemen of diftincTion were afiaflinated ; and 3000, as Noue writes, 
were flain in a (hort time. To which we may add the teftimony of Mezerays 
" They reftraincd," fays he, " every day, their liberty which had been granted 
" them by the edicts, until it was reduced almoft to nothing. The people fell 
" upon them in the places where they were weakeft. In thefe where they 
" ttu'd defend thtmfclvtS the governors made ufe of the authority oi the king 

«• t« 
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rate zeal, every thiog elfe has been obliged to give away, 

' It 

4 * to opprefs . them. Their cities and forts were difmantled; there was no 
** juftice for them, in the parliaments, or king's council: they were, mafiacraje) 
" with impunity; they were not rcinftated in their goods, and charges. 
V In fine, they had confpired their ruin with t;he Pope, the bopfe of Auftrla, 
" and the duke of Alva.** No wonder though a fecond warhroke out, in 
which the Pro t eft ants prevailing, procured a 3d edic"t, and feveral cautionary 
towns for the performance of it. But this, the court alfo broke, renewed the 
former violences, and laughed at them for thinking they would obferve edify. 
'• The . intention of thofe," fays the author laft named, " who made tl$e 
•• peace- of Chartres was not to keep it, but that they mijght gain advantage* tf 
their affairs thereby. n Accordingly a new war commences, and was followed 
by another peace in 1570, more advantageous to the Proteftants, . and more* fin* 
cere in appearance, than any of the proceeding: but the pit was only digged 
more deep, and the fnare more artfully fpread, in which they were to be tajawny. 
trom that time forward, for the fpace of two years, the Parifian maflaqre wM 4 
brewing, while every thing wore the afpeel of favour, courtefy, and Jafting £ag« 
J>ine6 to the devoted Huguenots. They were admitted premifcuouflg to af> fos* 
nourable offices j received into the universities, fchools, bofpitals: Were all) 
ed to except againft any whom they thought their enemies in the courts: 
admiral had 100,000 crowns paid him out of the treafury, for the lpfles 
had fuftaincd : the king called him Father, careffed him and avowed he 1 
faw a. more happy day than that, adding, " now we have you with us, yoat 
" mall never depart from our fide hereafter."— But the long train. of perfidioaf 
wiles which introduced that doleful tragedy is endJefs: the devil himfeljf .ne> 
ver produced any more bafe and bellifh, Rome at firft thought the matted 
Overdone, and began to fufpeft the king's mojl Cbrijlian intentions s the goo) 
Catholics murmured, and the ecclefiaftics were filled with indignation, unfit 
the plot was unravelled in the final cataftrophe — The unexpected, ftroke of 
Bartholomew, ftunned all the Proteftants of .Europe, and put them upon t&ejf 
guard, no wonder thofe in France, who efcaped flew to arms, refolving rather 
to fuffer the extremities of war, and famine than ly at the mercy of foch 
bloody and treacherc us men. This 4th war terminated in another peace, 
fworn in the mcfl folemn manner as the former, and kept in the fame man* 
ner too : fo that the 5th W3r began before. a year elapfed j the Catholic leagve 
being, now formed, and (Ircgthened a gain ft the Proteftants, to which the king- 
fubferibed, and became the head : the cpnfequence of which was tjie reyoca* 
tion of the laft edict of pacification, in which he fpake in a ftyle truly becom> 
ing the eld eft fon of a faithlcfs church, declaring, " that his intention waa 
*' not to fuffer another religion than the Catholic in his kingdom; that he 
" had promifed this upon the holy facrament of the altar : and he wanted 
'* that all his fubjefls fhould be advert! fed not to give credit to all that be might 
•« fay or do to. the contrary, and that if be -was reduced to a necejfity of that Had 
M he -would keep bis oath no longer than he had the power and a fit opportunity of 
M breaking it" Thus matters went on to the conclufion of a 5th war and the 
X fobfeajBent 



C 177 3 

h Has extermitiated or overbbrnfe every principle of reli- 
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fabfetjueiit peace, until the inter efts of the king and the Proteftants came to 
be united together againft the league. 

Bat the famous edict of Nantes, it will be fjid, is a clear proof that Ro- 
manics can both tolerate heretics, and keep faith with them. Indeed that 
they can fometimei do both when they cannot do otherwifc, no body doubts: but 
sever was there an edict which afforded a clearer proof of Catholic intolerance 
' ahd perfidy. Never was an edict, law, or treaty, more deliberately made, more 
iblcmnJy ratified, more irrevocably cftablifht d, more repeatedly confirmed j nor 
•ne whereof policy, duty, or gratitude could have niore infUred the execution ; 
yet never was one more fcandalmifly and abfolutely violated. It was the refult 
tf 3 years negociation between the com miffi oners of the king and the deputies 
of the Prbteftahis, was the termination ot 40 yc.:« war* and troubles, was me- 
rited by the higheft fervices, fealed y the higheft authority, regirtered in all 
the parliaments, and courts of Henry the Great, was declared in the preamble, 
fo be perpetual and irrevocable j confirmed by ihe 4 ucen-moln « in 1610, by 
LcwiiXIII. in 1614, twice in 1615, again in i6i6j — by the edict of Nifmes 
U1619; * n<i ty r cp^a^d promifes and edicts in the reign of Lewis XIV, as in 
tty* *6$2, ?tc. Yet all the while the defign of overturning it, when it might 
cbaveniently be done, was kept in view, and gradually advancing. When the 
*£& wis' firft projected, fume zealots were read- to fct on foot a new league, 
*b4 begin a new war to prevent its taking effect. Henry, Indeed, feams to have 
hadfcmbcb of the renaming taint of Heretical pravity at really to defire, in* 
tehd,an3, in fome meaiure, enforce its obfrrvation. But for this he was hated, 
libelled, inceflently perfecuted and 1 at laft murdered by the jefuits: and, even 
"bis rime, it was, in many inftarces^ infringed, of which complaints were 
"to* in two national fyr.ods of the Protectants. But after his death There was 
wiring but breach upon breach, and a feries of encroachments on the rights 
N liberties of that people. During both the fubfeqnent reigns efpecialry, the 
"tkr, 1 thoufand devices were fallth upon to -defeat the intent of that falutary 
tt*i and to render it ufelefs; — a thoufand acts of eppreflion and rob. 
fwj in opposition to it, were connived at, or authorised : their privileges 
v ert tafcen away piece by piere 5 until all were fnatched away at 
^w by the edct of Revocation in 1685. All which may be found at length 
frtoeffcjWir* de fEditdu Nantes j in the introduction to Quick's SjtodicQn*; 
* *e account of the perfections ahd opprejjtons of Proteft'ants in France, pnb- 
"Win i6fc6", and many others. In the whole o: thele fcandalous proceeding 
the ckr^y took ftill a leading part, and were nftlefs till the work was accom- 
l^toi The Mttt mandates, which were ever ifluing from the court, were 
fr^Ntd, or fabricated by them. Ifhe R'Khelieus, the Ma2arins, the Talhers 
tnoiight it a work worthy to engage their political heads j and the Boffuets, 
& e fdifons, &c. travailed heartily in it. The old Chancelor Tellier, the 
jrfdtj in hgning the edict, which annulled the fai.h of treaties, and put an 
"^ to all iecurity among men, cried out, full of joy, Nunc dimiitis fervunl 
™"*S fitnuhe, fuU vidcrunt uuli met fulutare tuum % " He knew not, ' fays 

% VoItaire> 
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gion and reafon, of truth, equity and honour, in the ** ntrk -~*u 

heat — v 

Voltaire, " that he figmd one of the great misfortunes of France." Itpro»<^9- « 
indeed tt e la it act of his life, for immediately he fickened and died. 

The lying fpirit of Popery has-been in every nation the fame. How m^ w-»] 
promifes did Mary queen of Scots give her reforming fubjeetj ? how m^K. arm/ 
treaties did flic nv.ke with the Lords of the Congregation, thofe noble a&rtot-sm <a/ 
civil and Chriltun libe.ties, merely to deceive them to their ruin, all of wr^ich 
fte inflantly broke, telling them,'" that princes were not always obliged tv 
'• kevp their en^agments, efpcci..lly when made to heretics/' ,Did not ii Ice- 
wife the other Mary of England engage to protect the Proteftants, aodprctamiii 
to ufe no force in matters of religion, which fhe forgot as foon as flit was efta- 
blifhed on the throne, and thofe who were the rirft to believe her, and efp^wfc 
her c.<ufe, were am >ng the firft whom (he committed to flames j the prierftf 
making her believe ciiat /he never would have a child unlefs me rooted oat ail 
Che heretics of the kingdom.*— And did not James II. on his accefiion to tfae 
throne, give aftiuances, that he wonld preforve the government in cburcla, av&tf 
flate ? How religioufly he kept his word all the world knows. 

If it was yet needful to recur to the examples of individuals many of tbc& 
might be produced. The inftances of John Hufs and his fellow martyr Jero** 1 
of Prague are well known : both of them came to the council of Con/hincc i * 
eonfequence of a fafe conduct granted them, yet both of them were put *~* 
death by the order of the council. The former, particularly, had the emperor" * 
protection with him expreflfed in the mod full and ample manner, allowics -^^ 
him to go and return in fafety j notwithftanding which he was feized irnprifoo- 
. ed, condemned, degraded by the council,' and burnt alive by the authority of thi 
fame emperor. And after his execution the council eftabliuSed this examp] 
into a law, by making the decree of which we formerly gave the fubftance; ^ 
declaring, " that whereas there were feveral, who privately and openly blamed 
*' the emperor, and even the facred council, faying or infinujting, that the fife 
" conduct granted to John Hufs the herefiarch, had been unworthily violated* 
" contrary to all the rules of honour and juftice, although the faid John Hutil 
" obftinately oppoGng (aa he did) the orthodox faith, rendered himferf un- 
«• worthy of any fafe con Juct and privilege, and neither according to the law 
" of nature, divine and human, ought any faith or prornife to be kept, if it is. 
" to the prejudice of the Catholic faith; the facred fy nod declares by thefe 
" prefents, 'hat the faid emperor has done with regard* to John Hufs, *hat. 
n he could, and what he ought to do, notwithftanding his fafe conduct.*'——' 
Another rema-k.blc inftance of aim oft equal bafenefs and perfidy, though not 
fo commonly known, we have in the cafe uf Mofes Char as, a pbyfkian of great 
reputation in the lafl century, whofc phyfical writings were tranilated and ad- 
mired through all Europe. But having the misfortune to be a Huguenot he 
was obliged to fly his country, in confluence of the edicts made in Fran c e"""* 
itfSo, prohibiting any of that religion from ererciling that function or an^s^^ 
other. He retired into England, where he was honourably received by ih^"e^== 
kins; j and having continued five years there, went over to Holland, and prat — "" 



C 179 ] 

rart It has driven men and nations to aft, even In a 

viiiblc 

td in Ainfterdam, with much eftecm. The S;anim ambafljdor there, from 
s opioion he hai of hii fuperior flcill, end<-av<>ured to engage him £>r the fer- 
re mod afliltance of his matter, whnfe health was then very infirm. But the 
Que fcruplcd to comply through the tciror of the 1n4u.fi do a : bvjt the am- 
tikdor relieved htm of his tears, allured him of protection, ana earned him 
d hit family with him to Madrid. Yet, though a foreigner drawn thitlter 
titty on a defign of public utility in the way of hrs profeflion, though taken 
ider protection, and confiding io the faith of his Catholic Majefty, in whofe 
lice he was employed, he hid not continued I >ng there, before ue * js d-li- 
&*ed'vp to the iuquifition, and dragged, at tue a^e of 62, to the flight I i;l pri- 
ni of that tribunal, where he remained tout months, and from tiicnti would 
tvotkfs have been brought forth to the fire, if he had no*, to fav<r h lire, 
•anted bit relig'on. Thus he was rewarded far his benevolent e.u-t*tnurs 
» fave the life oi a Catholic king ! Bafnage, Hift. de U.PeUg. etc I. . ch. 7. 
*per. Hiftm etc. /. a. D'Aubigne Hift. Univ. I ii. ch. 9. etc. All. Gcr.gr. vol. 
- ' Me'terem* I. 3. Jurieu, Seafonable advice to all Proteft. in Europe, p. 6 f 
c. Left* Bxcidium. Clark's Martyr. E'Jkine, Confider,zt. on the Jpint of Pop. 
• 14. etc. Heifs, Hift. dc PEmp. I. 4. Historical Collections, v. x. Hiftoric. 
Hegifterfir 17*0* No. 18. Jurieu. Apol. /. ii. Memoir, de Caftelnau. Addit. 
'* Labourewt, I. 7. Note, Difc. foPit. ct milit. Mezeray. Benoi:, Hift. de 
*Eiit 9 etc. Valt. Steele, etc. tome. a. du Calvinlfme. H.ft. of Scotl. and Engl. 
&&*} edvrajs the fame, pref. p. 10. Morcri, Die. Hift. 

* After the treaty made by the emperor with Cfcarlrs XII. of Sweden at 
At Ranftadt in 1707, in which were fome things favourable to the Pro'eftants, 
Pope Clement XI. wrote a letter to the emperor, of the following unor } 
M We do by thefe prcfents denounce, and by the authority given to us by Al* 
* mighty God, we decfare, that the forcfaid articles of the faid treaty of Art 
M Btanftadt, and the other things contained in it, which hurt the Ca'holic 

M faith, the divine wcrfhip, the falvation of fouls, the icclefiaftical authority, 

* jfeifiiftion and rights whatfoever, and in what minner loever, with a!l, and 
" every prefent and future confequences of them, have been from the very 

* beginning, are now, and for ever (hall be null and void, etc and that no one 
u is bound to ouferve them, or any of ti.tm, even though they have been of- 

* t*n ratified and confirmed by oath." — The fame Pope wrote to int. Abbot 
■ A Call in Switzerland concerning his treaty made with the Pfctcftar.t can- 
toof Bern in 1718, telling him, " that he and his fucceflbrs were not bound 

* toobferve the articles of that treaty, any more than if they had never beta 
M *greed to:*' Juxta illarum Uterarum tcaorenu pro camper to half as ; tt fnc- 
4fa*Jfu tuos ad ea qud in pr&dicta infaufta traoatlwe ccnvcntafucrint, chfrr- 
v ^ i perrnde ac ft nunquam convcntafiijrcut, nulla modi tcneri. 

T ° which we fliall fubjoin part of a Bull of Urban Vj — " Urban bifbop, 
M Servant of the fervan.s of Gud, etc. Truly it has come to our ears, ihat not 
° °nly aur dearly beloved fon in Chrift the iiiuftrious Winccflans, king of the 

Rotnaru and Bohemia, but aifcj his father, Charles emperor of the Romans of 
Z.2 " famous 



Tifibk confradiftion to their plaineft iitf$refts *. It h^ 5^ 

tingaifhed 

u famcus memory, did, either conjunctly or federally, enter into certain confe- 

" deracies, engagements, leagues an J conventions with divers kings, princes* 

" etc. and that fame of thofe kings, princes, etc. either at that time or after- 

*• wards, became open fchifmancs or heretics, and were feparated f'rom the 

" unity of the holy Roman Church, although they were not declared by us to 

*• be fo. — Therefore we, cbntidering that fuch confederacies, engagements* 

" leagues and convent ons. , made with thofe who had become febifmatica 
"... • ■ 

<( or heretics, ate rath, unlawful, and of very deed null (although perhaps 
*■ they were made before the lapfe of thole perfom into fchifm or herefy) not- 
u withftanding they may have been confirmed by oath or promife, or the apo- 
" ftolic fandlion, or ftrengthenedby any other authority whatfever ;— we, being 
4t defirous to obviate the danger of fouls, as well to the faid king, as to all' 
" others whom it does or mayfeoncern, do therefore, by thefe prefents, (rri&ly 
" pronibit them from keeping thofe confederacies, engagements, leagues, or 
" conventions in any part, themfelves, and from allowing them to be obferved 
" by others in any manner, etc.", Afta Eruditorum, 17*7, p. 199. Pop. alvr m 
thjame. Rymcr's Pbxdera, vol, vii. p. 35a. Second Let. to Mr. G. H. p. 71. ' 
• • Thofe princes, who, in obedience to the See of Rome, have girded up /Aflf , 
loins to extirpate heretics, hvc feldom reaped their rewards in this world; bot 
have be ft owed their pains, exhaufted their treasure and ftrength, depopulated ■ 
and impoverifhetl their kingdoms, and fomeiimes loft their crowns, merely for 
the chimerical gains and golden crowns of paradife, promifed to them by the 
mitred impoftor. Perfecution is ever at variance with the civil intereft and 
prbfperity of nations, and all who employ it do it to their own hurt. It gives 
not only a deadly wound to the peace and (lability of a kingdom, but to the 
arts, to trade, and manufactures, and all that makes'a people great and happy. 

The violence ufed in matters of religion in the low countries under Charles 
V. deftioyed more than 50 000, befides thole who left the country and fled to 
other places.' Sir William Temple fays, that many ProtefUnts had come hither 
being driven from France, Germany and England, by perfecution, who in a lit- 
tle time filled the country, but efpccially the cities with new inhabitants, who 
being in favour with the people, becaufe of their doctrine and piety, as well as 
for the riches and other advantages brought them, their numbers greatly eo- 
creafed; but no fooncr was their religious liberty retrained, than they began to 
withdraw, and diflipate as fa ft as ihey came ; upon feeing this the governors 
thought it beft to fufpend the execution of the bloody laws j— and particularly 
all foreign merchants were declared to be exempted from the inquifi ion* 
Philip, the fcourge of Europe, made the yoke more grievous, the evil effects 
where f were foon fenfibly felt. Upon the appro ich of Alva and his army, 
the 'radtng people left the country in foe h numbers, and with fuch precipita- 
tion, that, as the Governefs informed the King, above 100,000 of them went off. 
in a few days with their effects.— Strada fays, that 30,000 foreigners came to 
England and fettled there, which were baniflieu again in Mary's days 5 befides 
a great number of the natives to the unfpeajtable lofs of the public. la** 

1 " " El'ifibeUi'asB 
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ifcgqUhed the ftrongeft fentimcnts of nature, and the moft 

common 

-$li(abeth*s time, the liberty granted to the Flemings and other refugee* 
brought ovtr again great numbers, to whom many cenfiderabl* cities of iho 
nation owed the origin of their riches, trade ana greaincfi, as Norwich, Col- 
chefter, etc, 

Philip II. a beaft of prieftly burden, after having been employed (he greater 
fart of bis reign in a kind of religions wars and croi£tdes, and in fcattering 
•broad Rome's vengeance, had, in the end, nothing but lolTea and difappoint- 
stents fur his reward 5 having weakened and difalembcred, the empire, and 
impoverifced his treasures without any fubftantial advantage. He fnent in 
Jrance alone, dating the fhort reign of Charles IX. 4,000,000 of gold, against 
the Huguenots : and from the year 1585 to 1593* Ojooo.ooo, at the lead. The 
Hague, firft and iair, is faid to have coft him a roo,coo,ooo of litres, from 
which he ne\cr derived the {mailed compenfaiion. A ht;le before his death* 
ne declared to the prince his fun who fucceeded him, that from the year 1565, 
he had fpent on the civil wars of France, thofe in the low countries, and in 
his other enterprises of the fame nature, more than 594,000,000 of ducats, 
without having made any conqueti or acquifitioo except thai of Portugal, which 
was of fmall account and yielded no lading advantage. 

The long civil wars of France, before the fettlement of the edict of Nantes, 
coft the kingdom, in 11 or 15 years, the lives of a million of people, and redu- 
ced it tp the brink of ruin ; that it had nearly become a province to Spain, if 
^he arms of Henry and the Proteftants h*d not in" the end prevailed. The bad 
effects of the impolitic violations, and repeal of the edict upon the temporal 
peace and prafperitr of that kingdom were long and feverely felt* Befidta the 
Hew civil broils which they occasioned, they drove away great multitudes of 
afeful members of the ftatc never to return. The author of Politique du Clergi 
it France, printed in 1681, declares that, in the courfe of 15 years preceding, 
the fevere arrets of the king had banithed 60 or 8o,ooo. All the frontier pro- 
vinces were greatly depopulated, as Normandy, Picardy, Champagne, &c» 
When the church of the Proteftants in the city ot Amiens was condemned^ 
and taken from them, the greater part of their merchants removed to other 
coontries* with their money and effects to the amount of 11 or 15,000 livi*s. 
But this was nothing to the great defertion and depopulation whkh enfued, 
when all their temples were razed, their minilters banifhed, and none but dra- 
goons' left to be their fpiritual inilructors, v*hofe word was Death or mafs. Yet, 
when thus ufed at home, they were prohibited under the pain of the gallics for 
tie men, and conflfcation of body and goods for the women, from attempting 
to fly abroad. Yet no authority or precautions could prevent multitudes fiom 
fee king that poor confoJation. Every country, where they could have aareft, 
(w timed with refugees. In three weeks time 17.500 peifon* were reckoned to 
have parted unto Laufannc. '* In vain" (fays a writer, no friend to Calvinifls) 
" were orders given to guard the frontiers, and all the coafts, a gain ft thofe who 
'.' thought it a doty to fly. Near 50,000 families in thiec years time left the 
* kingdom, and were afterwards followed by others. They carried with them 

" among 
f 
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duccd 

•' among ft ringers the ar*s; the manufactures; riches. Almoft all the north of 
" Germany, a c untry be. ore wild and void of induftry, afiumed a new appear- 
" ance from the number? transplanted thither. They peopled whale cities, 
?' The (luffs, the laces, the hats, &c. which formerly were bought of France, 
" were manoia&ureu by»them. One quarter of the fuburbs of London Wat} 
" entirely peopled with Frenchmen, workers in fillt : others carried there the 
" art of finishing chryftals, which was then loft in France.- The gold is yet te 
f be found very common in Germany, which the refugees difperfed there. 
" Thus 1 France loft about 500,000 of inhabitants, a prodigious quantity of 
f* fpecx, and, above ail, the arts with which her enemies were enriched. Hol- 
" land hereby gained excellent officers and foldiers. The prince of Orange 
f« had entire regiments of refugees. Some of them fled as far as the Cape of 
?• Good Hope, and fettled a colony in that extremity of the earth. In vain 
" were the prifons and galleys filled with thofe who were apprehended in their 
" flight. What could be ddne with fo many unhappy perfons confirmed in' 
1* their belief by their futferirigs ? How fend to the galleys lawyers, and infirm 
" old men*. Some hundreds were embarked for America. At length the 
<* counfellors imagined, that, when emigrations would be no linger prohibited, 
" fewer would emigrate. But in this they were again deceived ; and, after 
»« the paffes were opened, they were (hut again to no purpofe." 

But all this to ah orthodox Romanift will be' accounted no loft at all, fteing 
vfbat is loft to the ftate is gain to the church. A court commiflioned by the' 
emprefs queen of Hungary, in 1751, to inquire into the growth 1 of" Lotberan-t 
ifm, announced to (bme who were lying in irons for the profeifion of that re- 
ligion, " That the queen -would rather thai the land Jhould bear thorns and tbiftles, 
«« than that it Jhould he ploughed by Lutherans. 1 * Jurieu, Apcl. /..ii. cb. 8. M*- 
ter. /. 30. Sir Will. Temple, Remarks , ire. Strada, decad. i; Fjfay concern*' 
itig the Prater of the Magijlr. &c. ch. vii. § 6. Remarq. fur la Sat. Menip. 
f. 36a. Franc, le Petit, Hifi. des Pat's hdi, U ii. /. 8. Politique, &c p. 190. 
Quick, Synod, p. 140". Voltaire* Steele ; &c. tome ii. du Calvin, p. 109, &c % 
Conftderat. on the Spirit of Pop. p. 15. 

•T.It has been obferved by fome, that, in the countries where the InquTrtion 
5« efiabiflied, the fpeclators behold the execution of thofe condemned by it with 
every mark of joy and fatisfa&ion, inftead of tcftifying the leaf! pity or commi- 
feration. Thefe fad fpe&aclcs are reforted to by perfons of every age, fex; and 
quality, from the prince to the peafant; many coming from a great diftance to 
have the pleafure of attending them : a farce or a bull-fe.ift i« reckoned a dull 
efiteitainment in comparifon with an" auto da fe. Yet the fame fyettators will 
be afTecled wirh 1 the ufual fenfatious, in as high a degree as any other people, at 
the public execution of ordinary malefactors. The emperor Sigifmurid, who had 
protected John Hufs, went fo far into the fpirit of the Confhnrian : council as 
to declare before it, concerning the' opinions maintained by Hufc, " That there 
«« was not a fingle'one among them'thaf did not call for the punithment of 
<c fi R ^«.aiid that he would wiih his own 1 haridS kindle the fire to burn him, 

" if 
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duccd the brother to deliver up the brother to death, with* 
out any bp\veis or remorfe, or to become his executioner*, 

thinking 

«* if he did not retract all, rather than tolerae him longer.'*— Maimbourg 
narrates the following anecdote of Francis T. wheh be judges greatly to his 
honour :— -" He went a companied witii the queen, the princes, and nobles 
*' of the court, with his head bare, end a flamhe-u in his hand, in proreflion, 
«* if er the holy (acrament, carried by the biihop of Pari , from Si. Germain 
«• to Notre Dame, to repair the outrage which the Luthero-Zuinglian heretics 
•« had done to the Divine and Royal Majefty, by affixing in the night in Pari', 
•« and even on the gates of the Louvre, their blafphemics againft the moft holy 
*' myfteries of the Catholic religion, for which he had an incredible zeal, 
" which he fufficiently difcovered on that occafion ; for hs loudly proteftcd, 
«* with the tears in his eyes, in pre'ence of that great multitude of perfons of 
" the firft quality who attended at that fplend d ceremony, that he hadjuch ah* 
" borrence of that berefy, that he -would facrifice even\bii own children to the Divine 
** Mejefty -which it attacked, if -be~Jtu*w them to he infttled with that plague" 
Accordingly, at his return from the proceflion, he caufed fix men, convicted of 
I»utberanifm, to be burnt alive— which the Jefuit c»lls a fevere hut moft juji 
execution. V Enfant, Hift, &c. I. iii. no. 6. Ceddes, Trails, vol. i. />• 447. 
SUidait, I. ix. Maimb. Hift. du Luther. I. iii. tome 1. f. X33. 

* At Signe, in the beginning of the, civil war of Fiance, a Papift, feaving 
found his own fiftcr, whom he reckoned a heretic, cau.'ed her tq be violated by 
the Cordelier who carried the croft, and five or fix others, and afterwards burnt 
her by hot flaming lard poured upon her fkin, John Diaz, a Spaniard, having 
fludied divinity for fome time in Paris, became acquainted with the Scripture* 
and the writings of the reformers^ and embraced their doctrine. He went firft 
to Geneva, and cultivated a friend lh;p v\ith Calvin, and afterwards to S^afburg, 
where ) e became the intim Jte friend and colleague of Bucer, who made him ac- 
company him to the diet of Rati (bun in 1546. H hid there an interview with 
Mai vend a whom he had formerly known at Paris, *ho deplored his change, 
and pr oft fled the utmoft furprizc at finding him engaged in the inter efts and 
fociey of Proteft&n's, wh« wvuld triumph more, he laid, in having profelytet] 
•ne Spaniard than fome thnufandsof Germans; entreating him to regard his re- 
putation, and not bring fuch a foul (bin on himfelf, his family, and nation. 
When this had no impreflion, M.ilvenda endeavoured to work on his fears, re- 
prefenting the great power of the Pope, the dreadful nature of his excommuni- 
cation, the wrath of Caefar, &c. But DW, unmoved by all thofe aris, boldly 
avowed and vindicated his faith, lamcned the to fery and ignorance of his na- 
tive countiy, &c. reprehended his feducer, profeflirg his reft;!ution to abide i» 
the profeffion of the true nligior, whatever dangers it might expofe him to. 
Whereupon Malvenda defifted, but gave immediately information and complaint 
againft him to the emperor's prieft. Diaz had a b other n.;med Alphonfo, a 
lawyer in the court of Rome: he alfo hnirg received thefe news cf his bro- 
ther, went in hafle from Rcme to Raiifbcn, to find him out, and, if pofliblej 

convert 
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thinking hereby he did God good fervice. In its uridiflid- 
guifhiog rage it has confounded Catholics with devoted 
heretics* and involved them together iridifcriminately in the 

convert him from his herefy. Hearing he wat at Newburg, it miles from Ra- 
tifbon, where he had gone to overfce the publication of a book of Bocer which' 
wai there printing, be polled thither, and renewed all the arts of Mil vend a to 
^erfuadc him to change, earneftly inviting him to Rome, and promifed him an 
yearly Salary there, if he would comply. But not fucceeding this way, after 
waiting forac days, the fun tie advocate confefled he was overcome, pretended 
the higheft love for the evangelic doctrine ; hu f begged his brother would re- 
move with him to Italy, where he might be more ufeul to many, and have a 
better opportunity of fpreading the doctrine of the reformation in Naples, ana' 
from thence into his native country. John, overjoyed a. the change, confulred 
his Protectant friends, who advifed him not to hearken to the flattering propo-» 
Jala. Alphonfo then requefled, that his brother would only accompany him to 
rarasAuJburg; bur this he alfo declined. At laft Alphonfo took his leave, after 
profeffions of the mo.t cordial affection, exhorting his brother to cdaftancy, anc* 
declaring himfelf happy in having by bis converfation, in a few days, made fnch 
proficiency in the true knowledge of God. Hs entreated him, moreover, to 
write to him, and obliged him to accept of forac money as a token of his fra- 
ternal kindnefs. Thus with mutual endearments, and a profufion of tears oaf 
hoth fides, he went into his chariot and departed. But who will believe the 
mocking event I The falfe brother had not gone far on his journey before he 
flopped fhort, hired an aflaflin, procured a hatchet, prepared a letter, and drove) 
direelly back to Ncwburg, where he arrived early in the morning; Leaving hit 
horfes at the gates, he led the murderer ftraight to the houfe of his brother,' 
and fent him to him with his letter, while he watched at the door, that no. 
thing might prevent the execution of the enterprise. The mrnifter, hearing 
of a meflage from his brother, haftilyrofe out of bed, walked to the next chant* 
ber in his cap and night-gown, received the letter from the hand of the meflea* 
ger, which exprefled great foitci udc for his » "fety, cautioning him to be care- 
fully on his guard again ft Malvenda, and all fuch enemies of the gofpel. Bat 
fcarcely had he begun to read, when the ruffian, from behind, (truck him with! 
the hatchet^ and cleft his head in two, even to his {boulders; fr that he in- 
ftantly fell down dead without uttering a word. The aifaifin lef- the hatchet* 
flicking in the body, and fled with the unnaural monrtcr who employed him. 
And what is no lefs artoniftinz, though tne murderers were j urfued and taken,' 
yet juftice could not be obtained ag'ainft them ; the caufe was protncled by con- 
tinual delays and evafions, and the r mperor at Jaft fent his orier to flop proce- 
dure, pretending to take the caufe entirely into bis own hand. Jurieu, etc. 
/. ii. ch. 14. Ski don, Comment, de Statu Re tig. et Rcip. Car. V. C*f. L xvif. 
/. 490, &c. Maimb. H'tft, da Luther, fomt i. p. 301. /. iii. Tbudn. Moreri,' 
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; deftruftion *, chufing rather, that the former ftiotild 
a.lfc> periih, than that the latter fhould cicape ; while yet 
the bafeft felons have redeemed themielves from prifon, and 
th^ gallows, by the fole merit of feigning to abjure the pre- 
tended 

* When the army of croifaders, under the Pope's legate, befieged Beziers, 
and V* ad almoti reduced it, the carj of Bczieis, who was himfelf a Pap. ft, went 
***** and fell down at his feer, bcfciching him ::ot to punifh the innocent with 
W*« fiuilty. He told him, ti-.at there were in the city great numbers of good 
^ at fc*olics, who would be fu! j.-cled to tre fafne ruin with the Albigenfes, if the 
city flaould.be taken t-y flotm. He defired him to commiferate him now in his 
W*'-nority, who was a mof* ',bedi:itT fervant to the Pope, and had been brought 
**P *J» the Romr'r: church, in whicii he would live and d'.e. But the legate told 
** 10 *» that all h:8 (scufes .-v.'i d notr.-n , nor would he grant any terms, 6t 
feive aay quarter, unlefs all tuc Albfger.fes would ab'.un. th.ir religion; which, 
not >*M tnftan jin'g their p-tfevt d nger, and though elicited to it by the Papifts, 
tfecy refund to do. Tuc P.»pi(h party next fent their bifliop to the legate, en- 
treating him not to "unhide them in the punifhment of the Albigenfes, againft 
""Om alote they had taker the crofsj addi.-g alio, that t:ve beit way to win 
*** c others, was by gent., means; rather than by rigour. But the legate fwore 
tn * **age, that, if all the city did not ccknowleege their fault, they mould all 
****« cf one cup, without di;*ind~tion of religion, fex, or age ;• and immediately 
•rdered his engines to play, an<i a general aflfault to be made by 100,000 pil- 
R'Uxis. T; e city was taken, and fet en fire; 6o,coo inhabitants were put to 
the fwords the ptiefts and mrriks, with 7000 Papifts, had retired to a church, 
**P«€fcing a milder fate : as Toon as th>. pilgrims had got pofleflion of the city, 
*ney camc f or th to meet them with banners and croffes, finging, Te Dtttm Iau- 
* a mus: but the indulged murderers fell upon them, and cut them all to pieces, 
the legate expnfsly ccmma.-dlng it, crying out to his holy warriors, Cxdtte ess 
•"•**5; novit cn'im Dcminus qui funt ejus — u Kill tnt*m all, fpare none ; for the 
kordknoweth them that ?rc his." What precipitant avid barbarous zeal! 
) ft t the acl.on ha* toUnd even eo'ogiums in iome of the Pqpiflj hifrorians. 

It was common language with the :igotted courtieii of Charles' IX. " That 
** ihek-rg *ould not pare bis Pspirti iubiecb, <b that he might deftroy the 
" Huguenots;'* bo»(iing o. the maxim o r a tyrant, Percunt amic't, dum una 
fo'nticiir.lercidant. About that time, when the rage againft tr.e Huguenots ran 
' nn «gh, as two rhe.- we.e fi r .li" ng one day in ti.t c'purch-yard of St, Innocent 
at Pari?, h'; who was noi 1 e itronge 1 * billed his antagonift a Lutheran. That 
*-* enough to bri.g him good affifla:« r. The people ran in a troop out of the 
cniir^h, where they were hearr.g the « imf'n oi' a feditiru< monk. The poor 
man, w j 10 wa g as^mach a Lutheran as a Turk, was iiu'.antly aflaflinated; A 
P r '° r 'nd canon (tilt. Quin:in, paffing oy ; sv.dt-aviuru ti: appeafe the tumult, 
anJ put a flop to .^a: vi< '. --.ce . but he was repaid for ;hat office >f charity by 
the ftruke of a dagger in bis belly, befides innumerable wounds which he rccei- 
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Tended hercly which they never had embraced, and to re* 
turn to that catholicifm which they never had renounced *. 

In 

ved, of which he died upon the fpot.— - In the city of Angers, a man ©f the 
Rorn rti rel'gf »n, being ve,ry mach fqu^tzed at a fermon, beg*n to make elbow- 
room for him r clf*, and muttered rather, too high j that want of refpec*t for the 
place was a convincing proof of his Lutheranifm : the incenfedlnob forthwith 
g.ive him (o many blows wi'h Mools ard knives, tha. he expired in the place*- 
Hs hoft, not knowing what was become of him, fought for tyim every where,. 
and at laft frund his carcafc entirely disfigured j fo that he coald know him only 
by hiscl this. He protefted, that on the very day of his death the deceafed 
had bee?, at mafs. Guill. Brito Phil. /. viii. p. iox. Prtcl. Franc facia, dm 
Cbene, Bift. Franc, tome v. p.nz. Bajnagc, I. i. ch. 7. Jur. ApoL /., 3. 
cb. 14. 

* In the da) s of the immortal Lewis the conversion of a Huguenot was ad- 
mitted as a compenfation for almoft every ciime. The old Count dcVOrgc, 
when clapped up in the Baftile for coining money, this way faved his life. ' S«T 
liberal were the encouragements allotted to a charge, that feme rogues, who 
had not the good fortune to be Proteftants before, feigned to bs fo, that they 
might be capable of meriting them. — " Converfions," f.ys a wiiter of tbaf 
time, 4< are now-a-days in faftiion. Every one will be in the mode. Cavaliers* 
" foldiert, and ladie3, as well as oar bigots, muft be converters. One told me 
41 lately a pJeafant paflage of a cotrimon foldier in the g-urirfon of Fribourg, who 
u for a confiderable robbery was clapped up in prifon. This fellow was a fubtie 
*' (haver, and very well perceiveo there were no hopes of life or mercy for hint* 
«* As foon as he was brought into gaol, the firft que ft ion put to him was about 
" his religion : and you may be fore a thief hath enough of that and to (pare* 
u Bot, wit-hoot, any hefitaiicn, h« profeifeth himfelf a Huguenot, that is, a 
" Protectant. Immediately all the devout perfons in town beilir themfdves to 
" fave the foul of the poor heretic : and who mors zealous with him, and for 
«* him, than my Lady Chamilly the governor's wife. This heretic (lands out 
" aganft all t^e'r afl'ault?, and refolves to die a rrnrtyr for his rel ^ion. Never 
«< did a martyr defend his caufe better thin he. Nay, Monfieur Ac CkumiUj 
" hath a pang of Z-al for the peri(hing foul of this wretched Huguenor, and out 
" of pure companion to him vifits him in his dungeon, tells him he is a dead 
i( man as well a; damned, if he don't turn Catholic. Eternal damnation doth 
" not fri.'ht him ; only the dread of rhe wheel and h?Itcr put him into an ague 
'• fit. Hv brgins to rtlent : the pi'ty and chanty of my lo.d-governor and his 
<( lady work a miracle upon him: be is willing, provided he may have good 
'* terms, to relinquilh his here fy, and go to heaven. But it mud be upon fore 
" grounds— he will have his pan n fiift, in due fotoi of law, under the king's 
" hand ard Cal, that he may not b cheated nor furpri*^, nor hung up jfter 
•* he is converted. And they deal (which is a wonder indeed) honeftly and ho~ 
*' noura'jly with him : they get him his pat don; he pleads it in Cjuit, wh -re 
« it is accepted, and he is discharged by open proclamation. No fooner is this 

u convert 



I* * vord, it has transformed men into demons, taking* 
pleafure in every fpecies of human mifery, inventing and in- 
flifting an eadlefs variety of pains, and wantonly delighting 
in a thoufand diabolical torments *, fo me times in qppofltion 

to their natural genius and character, and in fpite of philo- 

* i 

u , conTert at large, but he declare* to all the world, what a precious convert 
** he was, who had never been a heretic, but a Roman Catholic all bis days/* 
Us demurs Efforts dc V innocence afllig*e> p. 170", et 1 77. 

* As feme luxurious emperors of Rome e*haufted the whole art of pleafure, 

Is that a reward was promifed to any who (hould invent a newfcne; f> have 

Romiflj persecutors exbaufted all the art of pain, fo that it will now be difficult 

fodiicover, or conceive a new kind of it, which they have not already praclifed 

«pon thofe marked out far heretics. They luve been fhor, dabbed, (toned, 

d«>wncd, beheaded, hanged, drawn, quartered, impaled, burnt or buried alive, 

wafted on fpit?, baked in ovens, thrown into furnaces, tumbled over precipices, 

Cift from the top* of towers,, funk in mire and pits, ftarved with hunger and 

cold, hnngon tenter-hooks, fufpended bjr the hair of the head, by the hands, 

feet, or genitals, fluffed and blown up with gunpowder, ripped with fwor<J§ and 

ficklei, tied to the tails of berfes, dragged over ftreets and /harp flints, broke 

•ft the wheel, beaten on anvils with hammers, blown with bellows, bored 

with hot irons, torn piecemeal by red-hot pincers, flaflied with knives, hacked 

With ties, hewed with chifek, planed with planes, pricked with f© ks, ftuck 

from head to foot with pins, choafced with water, lime, rags, urine, ex ere- 

SfQls, or mangled pieces of their own bodies crammed down their throats 5 

fluft Up in cava* and dungeons, tied to fakes, nailed to trees, tormented with 

lifted matches, fcalding oi), burning pitch, melted lead, etc. They have been 

k*d alive, had their flefii fcraped and torn from their bones 5 they have been 

tampled and danced uppn till their bowels have been forced outj their guts 

h**e been tied to trees, and pulled forth by degrees; their heads twirled with 

•°^*,. till the blood or even their eyes Aart«d out ; firings have been drawn 

through thtir nofes, and they led about like fwine, and butchered iike iheep. 

To dig out eyes, tear oft" nails, to cut off ears, lips, tongues, arms, breafis, 

' etc. has been but ordinary fport with Rome's converters and holy butchers. 

"ttfons have been compelled to lay violent hands on their deareft fiiendsj to 

s *iU or caft into the fire then parents, hufbands, wives, children, etc, or to 

to°k on, while they have been moft cruelly and /harmfully abufed. Women 

and young maids have alfo fuffered fuch barbarities, accompanied with all the 

•Mgioable indignities, infults, fhame, and pung nt pang?, to which their fe* 

could expofe them. Infants have been cut out of the belly, and left to peiifh 

» their blood; tender babes whipped, ftarved, drowned, flabbeJ, and burnt to 

death; dafhed againft trees and ftones, torn limb from limb, carred about on 

the point of pikes and fpear?, and thrown to the dog« and fwine, etc, etc* 

tic, 
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fophy and fcience, tafte, politenefs, ajid all the finer ani 
humanizing arts *. 

An 





• As many as have heartily drunk of the cup of Rome's fornication, wha 

ever has been their temper, character, or conduct before, their principles 

actions inftantly attune a fanguinary 'injure like the fcarlet and purple whi« 

the force/eft wears. Though mild, pacific, humane, and generous otherwiaj 

they can no longer be fo in any thing wherein religion is concerned. The k 

feelings are flifled, the moft amiable difpofitions tainted and fpoiled, when t 

poifonous fpirit anci principles of Popery are imbibed. Papifts are made of < 

Blood with the reft of mankind which dwell on the face of the earth. They 

not naturally born more cruel, fanguinary, vindictive, treacherous, than < 

men 5 but their religion has made them fo. Innumerable inflanccs might— 

given of the troth of this, in many popes, emperors, kings, ftatefmen, 

.rals, foldiers, bimops, etc. were it needful. Even gentle, delicate fema 

contrary to the characterise of the fex, have become fierce deftroying fier 

the timonus things -who jtarx at feather i and fy from ittjefts, who have char - 

and conquered at balls, and languished at operas, who have mined in all tee: 

elegant frivolous accomplishments, and wallowed perpetually in all the ibtr~^=r-<ii> 

ing pleafures of courts, have been animated, by the evil genius of Po» jfc — ^*»7 

poftefiing them, into daring perfecutors, and brought to regale theories ^^Kvet 

with a maffacre, and to muff in, like delicious perfume, the fmoke of a fc»> ^ak. iiet 

and the afcending effluvia of a roafting heretic. Witnefs the abandoned Kst scribe* 

tine, the fair, the gay, the gallantifh Mary, etc. Nor has learning and p &^»- ^J»- 

fophy always been proof againft itj the church of Rome can boaft of her r>_*fca»~ ilo- 

ibphers and literati, her men of genius and fubtilty, as yxeii as her oppon^s aanti; 

and it is well known, that fome of the moft diflinguiflied orators, poets, f>^"* " inc * 

era, hiftorians, and critics, which have adorned the later ages of the vw ^e^ r M» 

have belonged to her communion. Nay, it deferves confederation, that "•athat 

▼ery Rome, which hath fent abroad the deluge of fuperftition, tyranny ^ * n * 

perfecution through the world, hath alfo preferved, and diffufed through ~» ,nc 

nations the knowledge and tafte of painting, mufic, fculptare, and wh»*=" *** 

called the fine arts : and the feat of rhefe to this day, and the fchonl «^ *»«e 

they are acquired in perfection, is none other than the feat of the heaft. Ifc «-» ^ *!! 

fuch accomplishments may be brought into coalition ui.h any religion j as *a»rrhey 

have actually been combined with the Romifh, taken into its fervice, and " -*aye 

contributed greatly to ftrengthen its aniichriftian empire. 

Nor is it needful to go back to the Gothic and barbarous ages to difcer** *■ 

intolerant, the cruel, the fanguinary fpirit of Popery: it appears fufficiei»« , ^ - £ m 

thofe reckoned enlightened and refined. Nor need we appe »1 to the n^*^ M0C ' 9 

more rude and ferocious, but to the moft civilized and polite. France i*i.a**" n ?* 

diftinguifhed among the latter; but in France it hath appeared equally dre*^^ ' 

and no lefs powerful, than in Spain and Italy. In no nation hath it <r^ ""'.j™ 

more mifchief and havock. Nor need we go fo far back as the age of Lez& : ~^ r * 

■ Saint, nor the times of the league when the demon of cruelty feemed to l>«^ a " 

t." sr «* er 
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And who were the perfons who have been expofed to 
Jill this treatment, and have been made t© bear all the in- 
famy and panifhment of heretics ? Thofe who would pre- 
faaie to read the Scriptures, or deny the traditionary non- 

together let loofe, but to the age of Lewis, the Great, the celebrated Auguftan 
a ge for pohtcnefs, tafte, and letters. It vtas then men were outlawed, fined, 
*°M>cd, imprifoned, baniibed, fent to the galleys, dragooned, torttned, and put 

. *o death for religion. Tnen houfes were pillaged, goods fcquefisatfd, woods 
^down, temples, hcufes, and caftles demoliflied, becaufe they were infected 
w *'h herely. fbe families of noblemen and gentlemen, at well as of the lower 
flPality, were fubjccled to the mercy of dorreftic fiends quattered upoo them; 
*«o beat tbem with (raves, and fragged them to churches 5— plunged then in 
^ells, with rores under thctr arrrs ; hung tr.em by the hair or feet, and (molted 
thexn with ftraw or brimftane ; forced them to turn fpits, without interroiflion, 
^hole nights and d«ys together; kept them from flecp feven, eight, or nine 
*■**«; threw buckets of water on their faces; held kettles turned downward! 
°*er their heads, whereon they made a continual noife ; beat a dozen of drums 
c Wc to the beds of the f.ck, for whole weeks, without intermiffion : to fome 
^Jeypromik-d a little rrpofe, on condf'ion they held in their hand a burning 
$oal fo long as one repeated (lowly a Pater. ncjter. Infants were taken from the 
■Wafts of their mothers, feparated by tbin partitions, and left to die of crying 
^Ad hunger, within hearfng of their mothers, c7c— And all to make them good 
Catholic Chriftiaus. Such as rejected the hoft, after receiving it, were condemn* 
fed to be burnt alive : the bodies of thofe who rrfufed the facrament, when dying, 
^sfere carried forth on hurdles, and thrown In'o the common jakes.— A number 
Hf Protectants having, one day, afiTembled on the ruins of their temple, for fait* . 
ingand prayer, were befet and fired up?n by dragoons, many were killed upon the 
fpot, more afterwards burnt alive, and hanged ; their mihifter Daniel Cnamier 
fras broken upon the wheel in a horrible manner; having received fifty blows of 
the iron bar upon the fc a fluid before ifcey gave him the coup de grace y and left 
lingering in his exquifite torments three days together. The fate of Homel, 
another worthy and aged divine, was neatly the fame. Hi received forty blows 
of the bar; and atter every limb and bone was b. ok.cn, he was kept in life 
forty hours : af;er he was reduced to this conditlbn, he was alked by his mer- 
cilcfs judges, " if he would die a Roman Catholic." Hs anfwered, Ci How, 
" my lords ! had ii been my defign to have changed my religion, I would have 
*• done it before my bones had been thus broken in piece*."—- He died fuil of 
joy, kifling even his judges ; and never gave one cry for all the blows laid op 
htm after the firft.— With good reafon mi^ht the author of the Age of Lett/if 
■fay, " It was a flrange con t raft, that from the boiom of a voluptuous court, 
u where the fweetnefs of manners, the graces and charms of fociety rcigred, 

" " fuch hard and impitiable orders (liould proceed.'* Account rfthe Perfeeutkns, 
etc, p. zo, etc. $>uick t Synodic, p. 13c, 13s, etc. Voltaire t Steele, ate. fome ii. 
,/. 167. Bajnage, Hift. etc. L U. ch. 7. /. i. f. S44. 
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fcnfe of dreaming fools ; wko would not acknowledge aa 
old dotard to be God on earth, and that he cannot err 
though he miftake — and who would not believe, that black 
is white, vice virtue, and virtue vice, upon his word : thofe 
who would not believe, that their divine Creator could be 
made and unmade at pleafure, and be chewed and fwallow- 
ed ; but obftinately perfifted in maintaining, that bread is 
bread, and wine wine ; who reckoned the Pope Antichrift, 
the hoft an idol, and purgatory a fable 5 who Vefufed to 
fall down and worfliip blocks almighty.; who believed a 
Chriftian might go to heaven Without the interceflion of 
the Virgin, or the wounds and merits of St. Francis or 
St. Dominic — We might enumerate the whole articles of 
the Proteftant fyftem, for maintaining of which, multitudes, 
in paft times, have been condemned, and perfecuted with 
all ecclefiaffical and civil pains, and which have been a . 
thoufand times declared heretical, and are judged and de- 
clared to be fo by the eftabliflied doclrincs, the Handing 
laws, and decrees of the church of Rome, unto this day*. 

In 

* That the -church of Rome confiders all Proteftants under the notion of he* / 
retics and fchifma'Ics, and that they defcrve to be treated accordingly, is what 
I luppofe no man till now ever doubted, unlefs we perhaps except the author of 
a late letter in vindication of the Roman C.Kholic*, who, in order to turn off 
the natural and defcrved odium which muft fall upon his church and party oft 
this account, would fain per uade credulous Protcftants, whether he believe it 
himfclfor not, that they have now no concern in the laws made againft herefy, 
nor any thing to fear tram them, becaufe they do not apply to them any longer. 
His words are-*—" Thefe laws fubfift only where the Roman -Catholic 
*• rel : gica is . the univerfal'y received reunion of the country, and when 
" a new herefy appears among them, and has not yet taken root; for when, 
• c through- the difpofition of divine Providence, any new fyftem of rc- 
*■ lig'on prevail?, and is eftablifhed, thefe laws have no more place } the Ro- 
" man Catholics ceafe to exert even »heir fpiritual jurifdi&ion againft it, 
4t and by their principles, in order to rtftore teligion, are obliged to return 
•' to preaching and fuffering*." h m3y reafonably be fuppofed that this g«n» 
tleman and his brethren care not how foon they were relieved of the painfal 
and troublefome taflc of preaching andfufering t to which they have been 
forced to return, after their other engines for propagating the faith, and deftrojr- 
ing herefy failed them j nor would they be forry to fee that religion they mean 
fpetdUy rcftorcd with all the good old car.ons and code of iaws appended to it, 



la the fenteiiCes parted, and the anathemas lauached forth 
again ft the Vaudois, the Albigeois, the Wickliffites, the Tabo- 

ritesj 

•^-ihe end of their million. It thefe afTertions have any fenfe or meaning, it 
can be only this, that Rome will yield (as all things elfc muil) to dire ncceiS- 
ty; that (he muft fuffer that which fhc cannot hinder $ and that ft.e will di- 
fpenfe *vfoh the execu ion of her laws when flic is not able t > execute them,, 
and that Catholics will be U gracious as not to intercommune, con fife ate, or 
Wn thofe who are Wronger than themfolvts, and have them entirely at their 
mercy. In fliort, it is nothing more than if he had told us, that thefe laws 
Jubfift only -where they fuhfifl, and that they have no more place, when others 
ty fuperior power are ejlahfijledin their place — A truth which none would rea* 
dily have been ignorant of, though this iage writer had not been fo careful t$ 
ttmark it. The after t ions in any other fenfe are entirely falfe. Whether Pro- 
ttftant nations ought not to thank ihe difpofition of that Divine Providence 
which brought them Oiit of the reach of Rome's jurifdiclion, and refcued them 
from the claws of thefe voracious laws, rather th in the charity of Papifis, or 
|ne change of the principles and fpirit of the Rcmiih church) anyone may 
Hgc As for the pretended difference between new and old herefy, or herefy 
fringing .nd. herefy rooted, it is evidently invented to itrvc a turn t ncr has it 
ever been practically obfcned by the church'in former times, when there was 
*»« Tame reafoc f r it as now, and in cafes to which the rule was equally »p- 
pnc«ible. In the m<an time, if Proteftjnts are no longer to be ranked with he- 
rc j lc »t and treated as fuch by the church »>f Rome, fo far as her po^er extends, 
th,s gentleman might have informed them, «what denomination they now bear, 
and in what clafs ol mankind thvy are canonically considered. If he fay they 
** lrt the ftate of heathens, Jews, Turks, etc, the compliment will not be 
™&ch more flattering, nor will iheir cafe be greatly mended, though it muft be 
* w n«<j } whatever favour has been ihov*n to any without the church, has been 
on t: « fide of thefe rather than the other. Or if he mould be difpofed to k«k 
on t hern as brethren, that have ever been abiding in the faith and unity of the 
m an-C«tholic church, aid to ftreuh out the right-hand of frier.dfHp ana 
•°^ihip to trum, would cut the univcifal voice cf that church reclaim,— 
an « every Pope, council, and writer in ir, rife up and condemn him ?— • What then 
*°uld become of ail the folemn fentences and decifions relating to ihe faith, 
aR< * all t jj e anathemas of councils, particularly that of Trent ? In this be wcuid 
¥c very few even of modern Papills to join him. They are taught very op- 
F'fite do&iine in the Catechifm of Father Turhcrvil, which hath been much 
c "cd U p ^ t ^ lt . R oman Cathofics, and had a great fun among them, efpecially 
ln ^^gUndj it is entitled An Abridgement of ChriJHan doBriney and was ap- 
proved, recommended, and liceafed by Dr. W. Hyde, profeflbr o( divinity in 

. *^ n glift» college of Douay, and cenfor of hooks — A fpecimen of * hich dox- 
t lne f ol l ows — * J^j What is the church ? A. It is the congregation of ail the 
4 . * lt hf xx\ under Chriit Jefu«, — and his vicar upon earth, the Pope, J^. Where- 

m dotfc ^e unity of the Catholic church cw.fift? A. ln holding piieftly ab. 
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fites, the Lutherans*, the Zuinglians, <bo. which hate fceetf 
occafionally and repeatedly confirmed, yea, from year ttf 
year, fblemaly renewed at Rome f , the prefent race of Pro- 

teftanti 

* folution from fins ; ia adoring ChriiVs body and bWl, &c '— Thefe arc no 
matters of indifferency, but high fundamentals.—' ^. Wut mcart you by the" 

* church's unity ? A. That all her members obey the fame fupreme head and 
' his magi ft rates, profefs the fame faith, even to the hail article, and ufe the 
' fane facraments and facrifice*. J^. Who are thofe v. bo arc i.ot to be accounted 
' members of the church ? A. All fuch as are not in the unity of the church j 
' by a mo ft firm belief of her doctrine, and due obedience to her paftors; at 

* Jews, Turks, heretics, &c. Q. Hnv -:o you prove *11 obftinate nove lifts/ to 

* be heretics? A, Becaufe they wiiiuji ftaiiu o ■-* igainft the definitive fentence 
' of the church of God, and will not fubmit to any judgment or tribunal which 
' Chrift hath left on earth for deciding fuch doubts as they themfelves are plea* 
' fed to move, but will be tried only by their own idle biain, and the dead letter 

* of the Scripture, j^. Why are Proteftants and other fec"tarics fo divided? 
' A. One reafon is, &c, ^. What think you of fuch as accufe the church eff 

* errors in faith, and of idolatry? A. Truly I think them to bz heretic* bt 
* « infidels, &c* Anfw, to Mr. W. A.'D.'s Left, to G. H. &c. 

* Luther and all his followers were repeatedly configned to perdition here a 
hereafter : after the bull of Pope Leo, condemning 41 propofitions in Luther*! 
books, and injoining him to retract in fixty ilays under pain of excommunication 
he proceeded to publi/h folemnly his bull of excommunication againft him a 
his adherents, which healfo added to the bull in Cama Domini t in which thsssa 
are " curfed eternally, declared guilty of treafon, deprived of all their honousai 
*' and goods, and all the clergy injoired to preach againft them in all place*** 
He then folicited earneftly by his nuntio, and by letters, the Emperor Chair V 
and all the princes of Germany, to employ all their power and authority agaa. 
them $ which produced the citation of Luther to the afTembly of Wormvs* ^ 
the imperial edict againft him from thence, which bani&ed him from all 
Jands of the empire, as a madman, a dem.miac, a dcril clothed in human Qtm. «■ 
a heretic, afchifmatic; interdicting him ftom fire and \Aater, and interc«^ ^ 
with all mankind ; oideiir.g thai, af:t-r :he term of twenty day r , he ihou Y — 
feized and caft into prifon, that he migbi |#e ilgouroufiy puniflied, &c. SUi ^^ 
Maimboxrg* &c, 

f The bull.«» Garna Domini is n p-of of this. This is one of the moat^fc 
lemn excommunications of the church of Rome, denounced every ye<»*c 
Maunday Thurfday (which is that p.-cc- ding Good Friday J a-ainft h. retkfl* 
thofe who are contumacious and <iifo;>cditnt to the Holy Sec. lY-p«. Paul i re- 
tail in 1536, fays, " That it is an ancunr tuftom for the Ibverfign Ponti «^~ 
" pronounce that excomraanicatnn on the hdy Tburfday , to pieleive thep«-» : 
" of the Chriftian religion, and nuinrjirt the unity if the faithful.** Sinc« 
Reformation it contains the following claofes : " We excommunica'e and **■ 
" thematwe, in the name of God Almighty, Father, S.n, and Holy&Z^* 
2. " * 
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fefftaiits may read their own odious character, and fearful 

doom : and, in the ufage thefe met with, they may ftill fee 

the treatment they may expeft, if ever Rome, for- their fins, 

(hall again be able to enforce her authority, and make good 

her threats. Nor only from the unvarying doftrines and 

canons of the Romifh church, but alfo from the prefent 

Handing laws and barbarous edi&s of Catholic princes, 00 

cafionally executed with no lefs barbarity, they may ftill 

perceive that Popery is no lefs unrelenting, intolerant and 

pcrfecuting in the eighteenth century, the boafted age of 

improvements, than in the Sixteenth, or any of the darkeft 

*ges*'. 

From 

■nd by the authority of tbe bleffed apoftles Peter and Paul, and by our own, 

11 *U Huffitcs, ,Wickliffites, Lutherans, Z'sirglians, Calvimfts, Huguenots* 

." Anabaptifts, Trinitarians, and apoltates from the faith, and all other heretics, 

°y *hatfoever name they are called, and of what foe ver iect they be; as alfo 

t * 6 *r adherents, receivers, favourers, and generally all defendcis of them} 

• together with all, who, without our authority, or that of the Apoftolic See, 

**Owinglyread, keep, print, or any ways, for any caufe whatever, publicly or 

t Pftyately, op any pretext or colour, defend their books containing heiefy, or 

*?**tingof religion." It alfo excommunicates pirates and other public robbers, 

■^*% whoimpofe newtolis and taxes without fpechl permiifion of the Pcpe,— 

^ *U thoie princes and mag'ftrates of every order and degree, whether empe- 

£*•* kings, dukes, chanceilois, prtfiiients and counfellors of parliament, judges, 

•• f * *ho exalt the ftcular jurisdiction aoove the ecclefiaftical, who ftize /.he 

***■• of the church, invade her immunitiei, who abufe prelates, take titf.es of 

' ' ^*rgy> or judge ecclefiaftical caufes or churchmen, — or who appeal from 

^* J*ope to a future council, &c. — All which are caies referved to th'- Holy 

■ * e ». from which no prieft can give abiolution except in drticulo mortis. This 
1 Co, Hojunication is read by a cardinai-d-acon, in prc r ence of the Pope, cardi- 

S hi/hops, and a crowd of people.. His Holinels appears in a porch, with 
» ° Peacocks tails, one on each fide of his ears ; and, after the reading of the 

■ *1» takes a lighted torch, and throws it out into the place before his palace, 
■•■ tfc the jgreater force to his anathema. A canon is alfo difchsrged from the 
7***fe, which the populace are made to believe makes all the heretics in the t 
-w 0f tot© tremble. Moreri. Du Moulin. State of Europe for March 17 04. 

ei8 »tf aga'wft Pcptry. Protefl. Cat. 

r • Every Catholic country affords a proof of this. In the greater part of them 
e old conftitutions, framed according to the pattern (hewed at Rome, remain 
^touched, and the mod fanguinary laws unrepealed. Religions liberty is en* 
**lybam(hed from them, and legal toleration for Proteftams unknown. If any 

** tfctm have admitted a change in their tftablifhed laws, in favour of the Re- 

B b formation, 



* Froth what hath been faid on this head, we tnay nt># 
Infer, That Papilla can never be true friends, or confeien- 
tious fubje&s, to a Proteftant government ;— that thdr 
promifes and oaths ought to bear no faith in it 5— that, by 
the fpirit and principles of their religion, they are irrcfcoii- 
cileable enemies to Proteftants, as fuch ; being not oofy 
avowed foes to their religion, but alfo to' their authority* 
property, liberties and lives : and consequently, for Prote-t 
ftants to proteft that party, and contribute to its ftrengthtf 
is to refign all prudent care of their own prefervation, and 
coiirt their own deftruftion^ 

formation, or granted privileges to Proteftants, they have been determined: t# 
this from motives very different from thofe of duty, equity, or liberality of fen- 
timent. Perhaps, no inftance of this kind can yet be given which has not 
in fen from force or unavoidablb neceflity, fear, political interefts, or treatief 
fettled'and guaranteed by counterbalancing powers £ nor have fnch concerBonl 
been made or continued without the remonftraaces and protections of (he court 
of Rome, and the whole body of ecclcfiaftits. Popery, doubtttfs, has from the 
beginning received various modifications; and hath been ever fubjeft in fome 
xneafure to contrcml from the force of contrary principles and jarring; iriterefbi 
and though of late, from various caufes and circumftances, it hath been more 
considerably checked than in fome farmer periods, yet its nature ever contiffltef 
the fame; and often, in defiance of all reftraints and correctives, it has difptyed 
its old genius and fpirit, down to the pr'efent times. Some recent inftancetof 
perfecuting violence, in the prefent century, we have formerly remarked. 1» 
thefe others might be added, particularly from the hiftory of France, whert: 
Popery is fuppofed to appear with greatefl moderation, and wears its moft hs*a 
inane drefs. As Lewis XIV. continued his cruelties again ft his Proteftant {ob- 
jects to his death, fo his grandfon ceafed not to purfue his defign, and even Col 
improve on his example. In his time the barbarous laws and edicts of the ftr— 
'mer reign were revived and enforced, fometimss with circumftances of great* i 
feverity againft thofo whofe only crime was their religion, who carried their vene-s 
ration for their fovereigns, and their care not to offend their Catholic neighbours* 
perhaps to a culpable excefs. This was done by the edicts of 1714, 1745, ajar 
the year following, which occafioned, more efpecially at the laft of theft p» 
riods, a grievous perfecution of the Protettants, particulaily in Dauphine, 
guedor, Montauban, and Vivarais j for an account of which we muft refer tH 
reader to the publication entitled, Popcty always the fame. From the year 1JC 
in the ij>ace of fifteen or twenty years, feven or eight Proteftant mimfters w 
put to death in France, befides the multitudes which were fined, imprifoa 
fent to the gillies, killed by foldiers, &c. 



The laft article in the Popifti fyftem we take under rc» 
fiew, which is of importance in the prefent argument, is, 
the authority whereby the faith and pra&ice of Roman 
Catholics are regulated and determined, and the infallibili- 
ty fuppofed to belong to it. In the Romifh church all is 
reiblved into mere abfolute* authority, which at no time, 
and in ao cafe, may be queftioned or oppofed, The prin- 
ciples of her faith are fo prefcribed and fixed for every 
cnan, as to fuperfede rational inquiry and private judgment, 
and to leave no room forfcruple, doubt, difference, or change* 
^jQthing mor^e is left to her members, than to receive im- 
plicitly her diftates, and blindly refign themfelves to her 
dire&ion. The whole rule of Catholic faith and obedi- 
ence is reducible to the fole authority of the church ; and 
in whatever way this authority Is declared, whether it be 
conveyed in the channel of the Scriptures *, or tranfmitted 

under 

* Though RomarrHts profefs to receive the Scriptures, and acknowledge their 

divine authority, yet this, with them, is nothing elfe than another name for the 

Nthovity of their church, feeing they allow the Bible no authority but what it 

derives from the church, nor any fenfe but what (he is plcafed to impofe upoa 

5st 5 nor -will they permit any knowledge of it but what comes through the lips 

-**€ the living oracles, the priefts: they have pronounced it to be in i tie If nothing 

but a dead letter y and a dumb rule; fo that it can never be heard to peep or 

matter but through the organs of thefe fpiritual jugglers, who will take care 

tlut it fpeak then only what they pleafe. Tetzel, Eccius, and Sylvefter Prierias, 

xu opposition to Luther, maintained, " That the word of God derives all ita. 

f* authority from the churck and the Pope, and that it is a herefy to deny itj-^ 

*■ and that indulgences were eftablifhed by an authority greater than that of the 

« Scripture, becaufe the church and the Pope appointed them.*'— The council 

of Rome, held irt 1076 under Gregory VII. ordained, " That no chapter nor 

**. hook fliould be held to be canonical without the Pope's authority/'— -In the 

gtofies upon the Decrees, it is maintained, " That the Pope may difpenfe with. 

«« the Scripture by interpreting the famc."-*Richard du Mans aflerted !n the 

council of Trent, «* That the Scripture was become ufelefs fince the fchoolmen, 

** had eftablitfied the truth of all doctrines; that though they were formerly 

" read in the church for the inftru&ion of the people, and {till read in the to- 

•* vice, yet it ought not to be made a ftudy, becaufe the Lutherans only gained 

** thofewho read it.'V-Gregory VII. in his epillle to the king of Bohemia fays, 

** I will never conferit that the fervice mould be performed in the Sclavonian, 

" tongue : for God intended that his Scripture ft ould be concealed, for fear left 

f h flrould be contcQiDcd if every one mould read it. If a contrary ufage has. 

Bba ■ t* fomqtjrnes 
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under the mufty veil of the fathers *, or delivered in thq 
form of traditions f, or exprefled in papal refcripts and de- 
cretals, 

u fometimes been tolerated, on account of the weaknefs of the people, it is a 
" fault which ought to be corrected. Your fubjecls are tcry imprudent to nake 
" this demand ; I will oppofe it by the authority of Sc. Peter, and you ou>ht f 
" for the glory of God, to refift them with all your might."— Mr. Arnaud re- 
quires abfolute fubmillion to traditions, and the church, becaufe otherwife the 
Scripture, in " whatever language it is read, can only be the occafion of making 
" the gofpel of Jefus Chrift the go/pet of the Devil" — u Without the autho- 
" rity of the church, fays Baile the Jefuit, (: I would believe St. Matthew no 
" no more than Titus Lav'ius. "■— Bellarmine compares the teftimony which 
the Scripture affords of its own divinity, to the teftimony which the Alcoran- of 
Mahomet gives of itfelf to he descended from heaven, and puts them both on a 
level. Bafn. tiift. de la Relig. tome ii. /. iv. ch. 1. Sylv. Prier. Dial. Lutb % 
Op. t. i. /. 159, et 166. Baron, an. 1075, § Jj. Fra. Paolo, Hift. da Ctnc. 
de Trente, I. ii. p. 178. Greg. Ep. 1. vii. ep. 7, Am. Def. de Verfi, p. 6 $.' 
Bellarm. de Verio Dei non fcripto, I. u c. 4. ' ' 

* The council of Trent decreed, u That the Holy Scripture mould not be 
•" expounded or interpreted contrary to the fenfe followed by the holy mother 
" church, nor contrary to the uniform confent of the fathers, even though there 
" mould be an intention of keeping fuch expositions fecret j and that the often* 
" ders againft this canon fhould be punifhed by the ordinaries.''— r^ence the 
following is an article in Pope Pius's creed : " I receive the Holy Scripture, 
" according to that fenfc which holy mother church (to whom it belongeth to 
" judge of the true fenfe of the HoSy Scriptures) hath held, and doth hold; nor 
" will I ever receive and interpret it otherwife than according to the unanimous 
€i confent of the fathers." Paolo, Hift. du Cone. I. ii. p. i8», &c. 

f The fecond council of Nice appointed, that thofe who defpifed traditions 
fhould be excommunicated. — Pope Nicolas I. declared, " That it would be an 
" abomination tofufterthe traditions received from the fathers to be abolifljed; 
" and that the laws of the emperors could never be brought into companion 
" with the canonical decrees of apoftolical and evangelical traditions."— -In the 
catechifm of Father Turbervit are the following queftions : * ^. What is the 
' rule of faith by which the church conferves her infallibility ? A. Apoftolical 
« tradition, or receipt of doctrine, by hand to hand, from Chrift and his apo. 
« ftles. ^ Can the church err in faith, landing to this rule? A. She cannot.* ■ 
—•The council of Trent in the 4th {c(T. eftablifhed unwritten traditions as be-. 
longing to the canon of faith and manners, and decreed, " That all mould re- 
" ceive, with equal reverence, the books of the Old and New Teftjment, and 
" the traditions concerning faith and manners, as proceeding from the mouth 
" of Chrift, or infpired by the Holy Spirit, and prcferved in the catholic 
" church ; and that whofoever knowingly, and of deliberate purpofe, defpifed 
€< traditions, mould be anathema" Hence the creed eftablithcd by the council 
'contains this article : " I do mod firmly receive and embrace the apoftolical and 

" ecclefiaftical 
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petals, or other ecclefiaftical canons *, or announced from 
the chairs of fchools and univcrfities, or exhibited in the 

" c^cl^CaftJcal traditions, and other ufages of the Roman church." — Thofe 
*tad\t\ons, held fo facred, contain no truths of the Chriftian religion, but the 
P r ivi\ C ges, temporal rights oi" Popes, biftiups, ire. and are only a fpecious pre- 
tcnc c for error, fuperftition, aiiJ die impofitij-'s of tynnny. Cone. Nic. ii. /. j. 
***crct. Grat. d. x. c. i. et d. xii. c. c. Catkcl. Faltb and Pratt, p. 54. Fra. 
-f^/c, Hifi. &c. ii. p. i<S3, 18.Z. 

* Clement II. fays, •' To the Romifli See every knee flull bow of things in 
^ e a*rth; that, according to the Papal pleafure, the gate of heaven is opened 

*nd fhut 5 and if any, driven by diabolical influence, (hall make opposition to 

* tie decrees of the Roman Pontics, they are declared to be excommunicated, 
^Ound with an anathema, and delive-edover to eternal dea'h." — Stephen V. 

^^** "\ri. aflerts. *< That the wh~lc church of Chtift throughout tlic wo:ld is go 
"^^rned by the decree ot the Roman Pontiffs and fuch as will not be obeJient 
*o them, eos excommumcando excommunicato malcdicendo malcdicit, perpetuo m 
^ matbematis vinculo infolubiliter cAYigat." Clement VI. dechres, " That it he- 
* c*ngs to the Pope alone to make general canons ; that the pontifical authority 
2 & not fubjeel to the imperial \or regal, nor to any power on earth ; that his 
<i ^terminations are authentic concerning faith, fo that it is true whatever he 
^^stermines to be fo, and falfe aad heretical which be judges falfe and herc- 
„ * *x«al." — " Inhere is reafon to believe," fay the Decretals, " that thofe who 
"violate the canons voluntarily and without neceflity, or who fpeak evil of 
"^ licm, or who favour thof: who do fo, blafpheme the Hoty Spirit.*'— Nay, 
*-**^£Vare declared to be of equal or fuperior authority to the Scriptures; •' If 
tHc Decretals mould not be received,** fays Nicolas I. " neither will the 
XHloly Scriptures be received which are not comprehended in the canons. It 
'**** r ill doubilcfs be faid that there is a decree of Pope Innocent, by which we 
^ are obliged to receive the Old and New Teftamencs ; if (o, for the fame rea- 
^V>n, the Decretals ought to be received as well as the Scripture, becaufe we 
^"*=ave a decree of Pope Leo which confirms them, declaring, if any one vio- 
^ ate them, he (hall not obtjin pardon 5 and that decree is confirmed by Pope 
C^lafliuB. - "— - There is alfo a decree which exprefsly ranks the Papal Refer ipta 
^ n «i Decretals among the canonical Scriptures : as in the 19th diftinltion of the 
ClQ on in Canonicis. which bears this infeription, The Decretals are reckoned 
mnoKg the canonical booh. — In a word, Gregory XIII. exprefsly declares in his 
^11, which prefaces the laft edition of the Eccltfiaftical Code, " That his de- 
sign in caufing reviie, correct, and amend the former editions thereof was to 
preferve the faithful in Chrift in the true faith, and to remove from them 
every occafion of wandering out of the way.'* So that whatever is contained 
<* injoined in the canon law, refpccling either faith or morals, may joflly be 
confidered as the dcclrine of the Romifh church. Spanb. Hift. col. 15*0, et 
1,747* Kaynaldy an. 1351. Dccret. z. p. dijt, xix. (. x et a. p. caufa. qu. z. 
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writings of approved do&ors and divines *, (till it mnft be 
heard in all things whatfoeverit (hall fay, and its determi- 
nations, without temple* admitted as oracles, not merely 
Certain, but infallible. 

Nothing indeed is more unfixed than the feat of Romifl* 
infallibilty, even among Romanifts themfelves. It is a kin<J 
of phantom that eludes our fearch, and (tufts its pofition, * 
like the rain-bow, whenever we attempt to approach it. 
It's place is as difficult to find, as the extreme points of 
North or South in. the vague geography of the populace : 

" Afk where's the North? At York, 'tis on the Tweed; 

" In Scotland, at the Orcades 5 and there 

"•At Greenland, Zembla, or the Lord knows where.* 

* A living author who Ins diftinguiflied himfelf fo much of late in behalf nf 
the Roman-Catholic intereft, and appears at the head of the party in North 
Britain, fays of that fociety he belongs to, " That the moment any book appeals 
" amang them, containing any propofliion or doctrine contrary to their faith*' 
* c it it immediately condemned :" and again, " When any book is receive^ 
" among them, and much more when it is publicly taught in their fchools ao4 
*' univerfities, this is an unanfwerable proof, that the doctrine contained in that 
* book, concerning revealed truths, is entirely conformable to the fenfe and 
" belief of that wbole church." The fame writer particularly mentions fbmn 
ftandard divines of his church, whefe writings he and his whole party fcrupte 
not to admit as unexceptionable standards of their doctrine and faith j of which 
number are Thomas Aquinas and Cardinal Bellarmine; " St. Thomas is indeed 
" an eminent divine in the RpmaH. Catholic church, and a ftandard divine io 
" their fchools, — whofe works are every where approved on points of religion j 
" he is therefore a full and competent evidence of the Roman* Catholic doc 
" trine." — c .« The authority of the learned Cardinal Bellarmine," be alfo ac- 
knowledges, " is above all exception in delivering the true doctrine of fail 
" church $ and his controversial works are juftly efteemed a ftandard on thcit 
«« fub-ecTts :" he adds, " What gives his teftimony a double force, is, that he 
" was a counfcllor of the court of Rome, wrote under the Pope's eye, and 
" taught contrpverfy publicly in his univerfity 5 that his books were publi&ed 
if in Rome itfelf, and dedicated to the reigning Pope j and, inftetd of meeting 
«' with the fmalleft ceniurc from that court, they were received with the higheft 
" approba:ion, and the dignity of cardinal conferred upon bim as a reward of 
" his merit." Appendix to an Effay an Miracles, p. 35©. Explanat. Rem. &c» 
f. *5, a<J. Anfw. to Mf. W. A. D.V Lett. t$ G. H. (. 138. 

Acer- 
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A certain clafs among them, and thofe the moft ancient 
and numerous, direft us to his Holinefs at Rome, where 
infallibility may be found infeparably annexed to the tiara** 

Another 

* Prom the days of. our Siviour and his apoftles, infallibility wai not heard 
of in the Chriftian church for a thoufand years. It was evidently firft devifedta 
fiipport the univerfal fupremacy, and uoiimited uftirpations of the bi&ops of 
ftome. They were the firft who claimed it, and pretended to profefs it, while 
their claim was little controverted, but tacitly acknowledged, aim oft by til, for 
fane *ges; till by their ambition, fcandalous mifcoaducl, and their obftinate and 
coniiruul divifions, they ruined their own pretentions, and gave occafion for fbmt 
wancilt, as thofe of Bale and Conftance, to (trip them of it, and to aflutne 
ifaperiority over them. The infallibility of Popes is, at letft, two or three- 
hmdred years more ancient than that of councils. In the Decretals it is main- 
fci**ed, " That the Pope can be judged of none; that their judgment, whether 

* r «J*rding faith, manners, or difcipline, ought to be preferred to all things 
" And even to councils if poGible ; and that there is nothing true but what they 

* approve, and that every thing condemned by them is falfc." — Leo IX. about 
**** year 1049 declared, " That the councils and all the fathers regarded the 

* church of Rome as the fovereign xr.iftrefs> to wnom the judgment of all the 

* other churches belonged; and that all difficult queftions ought to be decide! 

* ky the fucceflbrs of St. Peter, becaufe their church had never loft the faith, 
**»d they were to believe that it ihould remain therein to the end of the 

rt w©rld. M — Gregory VII. decided in a c ,uncil, " That the church of Rome' 
never erred, and never (hall err, according to the teftimony of ScriptUje,"— 
*• Bernard affirms in exprefs terms, " That the fai:h cannot poflibly perifli in 
*He See of Itome."— Thomas Aquinas in his Summa Tbeoi. with a tribe of 
fcholaftics after him, aflerts the fame do&rine. — «« We can believe nothing," 
"y« Lewis Capfenfis, <* if we do not believe with a divine faith, that the Pope 
■• the ftjcceflbr of St. Peter, and infallible." — According to other defenders 
•*" *he faith, as Rhodius, &c, *' The infallibility of the Pope is an eflential 
article, and to deny it is herefy."— The Pope put this among the fcandaiottt 
• af *- heretical opinions of Luther, " That any fhould maintain a Oo&rine oppo- 
site to the Pope> in waiting for the decifion of a general council." — Bellar- 
** l «ie tesches, " That the Pope, when he inftru&s the whole church in thingt 
concerning the faith, cannot poflibly err: and, whether he be a heretic 
himfelf or not, he can, by no means, define anything heretical to be believed 
* ty the whole church."— In the fame author we are told, " That the Pope 
* is abfolutely above the catholic church, and above a general council, fa that 
" he has no judge above him on earth." — Another writer on this fubjeel fayi, 
" The very doubt whether a council be greater than the Pope feems to be *b- 
" furd, becaufe it would involve a contradiction, namely, that the fuprcme 
M Pontiff is notfupreme." — " He cannot err, he cannot be deceved," fayt 
another; " it muft be conceived concerning him, that he knows all things." 
V-" O Rome," exclaims Cornelius Muflus bifliop of Bitonto,. * r to whom /hall 

" we 
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Another clafs point tis to a general council *. Sometimes 

they 

" we go for divine counfcls, unlcfs to thofe perfons to whofe truft the difpenfa- 
" tionof the divine myft-ries hath been committed ? We are therefore to heat 
" him who is to us in (had of God, in things that concern God, as God himfelf. 
" For my part, I freely confefs, in things that belong to the myfteriesof faith, 
<* I had rather believe one Pope than a thoufand Auguftines, Jeromes, Gre- 
" gories, not to freak of Richards, Scotufcs, and Williams : for I believe 
*' and know, that the Pope cannot err in matters of faith, becaufe the auiho- 
" rity and right of d-termining whatever relates to the faith, refides in the 
" Pope.'V- The aflembiy of cardinals, prelates, and clergy of France, 1625, 
declare, " That his Holinefs is above the reach of calumny, and his faith out 
" of the reach of error." — In the thefes of the Jefuits, in the college of Cler- 
mont it was maintained, " That Chiift hath fo committed the government of 
" his church to the Popes, that he hath conferred on them the fame infal- 
" libility which he had himfelf, us often as they fpeak, ex cathedra: and there* 
" fore there is in the church of Rome an infallible judge of controverGes of 
" faith, even without a general council, whether in matters of right or of fa£t/T 
And this hath been the general doctrine of the Jefuits, though violently oppofei 
by the Janfenifts, and a ^reat p2rt of the Gallican church.— Three or four coun« - 
cils have afcribed infallibility to the Pope ; particularly that of Florence under 
♦ope Eugene in oppofition to the decifbns of the council of Bafil. The lair 
council of Late ran, and that of Trent, may alfo, with good reafon, be reckoned 
to have acknowledged this. But the time of the lad of thefe, the Pope declared, 
that he would rather (hed his blood than part with bis rights, which had beea 
eftablifhed upon the doctrine of the church, and the blood of martyrs : and the 
legates were charged not tc allow the council to rriake any decifion on the point 
of infallibility, and they accordingly avowed ihey would rather lofe their life 
than allow a thing fo certain to be called in queftion. The biftiop cf Grenada 
maintained before the council, " That the Pope was a God on earth, and there- 
" fore he was not fubject to a council :" at the conclufion of the feffion, they 
requefted the Pope to confirm their decrees.-— Thu$, after this grand preroga- 
tive had been almoft vsiefted from the Popes, they found themfelves again pol- 
jeffed of it ; fo that it became once more the common opinion, that it pertained 
vnto them ; while the contrary doctrine was considered as an error, that waff 
tolerated in the fhurch, though it approached near to herefy; which are the very 
cxprefltons of Bellarmine. — Several other writers who fupport the Papal infalli- 
bility have endeavoured to prove, that it is the moft common arid the trued fen- 
timent of divines. Againft. this in ieed France hath fometimes oppofed hcrfe!f, : 
becaufe Ic roy le veut; but, if France bath changed, other nations have gene- 
rally perfevered in the ancient error, am) joined in condemning her for her raflx 
and rebellious decifion^; yea, (he hath fumetimes condemned herfelf. Decret. 
1. p. dift. xix. c. 1, et 4- Decret. Greg. I. iii. tit. 4%. c. 3. Cocbl. Cone. 
to, viii. p. sso. Leo, Ep. 1, 4, et 5. Du Pin, de Difc. Ecclef. dijf. 5. c. zi 
jp. 371. Ludov. Capfenf. de Fide difp. ii. § 6. Bell, de Rom, Pont, I. iii. et in 
f % %, elf. Id. de CottciL /. 117. How, Serin, v. ii. p. 74» Cornel. Muffl 
1 Epifcop.. 



itafcy afcribe it to Pope and council a&ing in donjtln&ioil f| 
fometimes diiFufc it through the whole body of biftiops add 

clergy : 

Mlpifcop. BUont. in Ep. ad Rom**, t. 14. p. 606. Jacob a, de Condi. I. 10. 
Turret, Tbeol. to. iii. foe. 1$. qu. it. Paolo, Hift: frc. PalavUin. Ift. del 
iConc. A Tr. I. xxi. c. 3. et I. xii. c. 15. et L xit. c. 14, et 1$. Rbodiui, de Fide^ 
f*. iii. 1. Bafnagty Hift. &c. I. iv. t. 4. to. ii, />. 411, 6fr. Adr. et Pet. 
Vtlent. bureb. exam, princ. Fid. ex. iii. p. no: 

- * Gerfon, with many others, have endeavoured to prove, that general coun- 
cils cannot err, becatife they Are the hit rcfort of the church. The council of 
Cbnftance decreed, - * That a general council, reprtf anting the catholic mili- 
*• taut church hath power immediately from Chrift, to which (.very one, Popes 
k * not excepted, are bound to fubmit in things percaini.g to faith, manners and 
•* reformation of the church in its head and members. 11 — In another feffidn the 
lame decree it repeated, and all are iubjected to puni'hmcflt who ihould refufe 
fa obey it, of whatever rank or degree they niight be, even though they were 
inverted with the Papal dignity itfeif.— :The council of Bale in like mariner de- 
termined, that a general coiincil Wat Above the Pope, and that he ougnt confe* 
tjtttntly to be puniihed if he did not Obey their decrees } and, the better to efta- 
btiJb their power, they declared theihfelvcs infallible, and " that it -was blaf- 
*« phemy to doubt whether the Holy Spirit dictated their re rotations, decree*, 
*• and canons;'* Thefe councils have had their numerous partisans and defen- 
ders, not only in France; but in Germany and other placet;— The univerfitf 
' of Vienna, in a declaration Wnich was" (cnt to the archbi f op of Saltibourg, 
protefted, «• That It was a manifeft contempt of the Divine Majeitt, and ido- 
** latry, to appeal from a council to 1 the Pope in matter! of faith $ for that was" 
*• to appeal from God, who is acknowledged truly to prefide in a* council, to a 
*• mere man.' 1 Gerf. de exam. Doftr. confid. 1, et $. op. t. i. n. 18. Cbnu 
Cenft. Jeff. iv. el v. Ep. Synod. Cone. Bafil. ad Cab. Cone. Bafil. p. 688; 
Baft. Hift. des Dogni. de VEgL Rom. tome ii. p . 40 i. 

f " The whole authority of the churcn" fays feell.«rrr»ine, '* refides formally 

" in the prelates' alone ; as the figl»t of the whole body is* formally in the head 

•* on'y : therefore, to fay that the chuich cannot e.r in defining matters of faith, 

M is the fame at to fay the bifhups cannct err."— i" AH Catholics,** he 

•ddf, " coniiaotly teach, that general councils confirmed by the Ptpe cannot 

* err/* — Again, " Catholics agrees that the Pope, with a general council; 

** cannot err in eftablifhiftg articles dr falrh, of general precepts of manners.** 

** It depend* on the pic a fuie of the Pope,** fays Baronius, '« to ratify decrees; 

** and to alter theiri when ratified."— •' It belongs to the bifliop of Rome," 

' fays a living author, " as head of the church, to call together all the bifhops of 

4< ine different nations in a general council, which dr courfe reprefeots the 

u *hole church. It belongs only to general councils to decide finally in matters' 

* of faith and doctrine ; and the decifions of a general council in this mattef 
" are looked upon by Roman Catholics as the infallible tcft for difcovefinsj 

* found from erroneous doctrine, and to which, therefore, they think ththv 

I C« " felvea 

i 
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clergy * : while others, fufpe&ing all of thefe, fcatter it Of 
and down among all the faithful,--makidg it refidc m * 
chimerical kind of univerfal church, which never yet met, 
nor can meet while the world ftands, to give judgment of 
dedfion about any thing; and whofe fentiments cannot 
poffibly be either diftinclly known or reconciled f* But 

however 

" felvs bound in confeience to fubmit. The canons or decrees concerning; rakk 
* l made by general councils are the fame over the whole Jlc man- Catholic church, 
" and have the fame authority every where." Bell it Gone* /. U. c. a* JfafWi 
ad an. 373- An/wer to Mr. W. A. D.'s Lett, to G. H. p. 54, 55. 

♦ Bellarmine, an authority *b«ve all cxceptwa % thus dates the featimenta of 
Roma aiftf upon the fubjeft of infallibility, whether confidently with aimfcU 
in other pant of his writings, the reader may judge ;-*•" Oar opinion i$» that 
" the church cannot absolutely err, either in things ab/olutely noceflary, or in 
" others which fhe propofes to be believed or performed by us; and wh*a ma 
" fay that the church cannot err, wa underftand this both of the universality oj 
*< the faith ful 9 'asd the u.uverfality of bifhops j fo that the feo£e of the propo* 
" Gtton, the church ea»»at err, may be, that what all the f*iihful art bound to 
'V Ueliovc is true and faithful, aod likewife, that what all the bifhopa teach as 
" belonging to faith is true, and according to the faith ." — M Though writan 
* agaiaft Roman Catholics," (ays Mr. Q. H.» (c in-order to render them ridko- 
(t kuis, pretend, that they believe the- Pope to bo infallible, and the* throw oat a 
" thoufand low uabjKoeaing gibes on that fuhject; yet fo far is that from being 
« jm vtkVe of the Roroao-Gatholic faith* that, when the Pope emits any de- 
«* cree concerning any point of faith* it U not confidcted as binding upon the 
" faithful uelcfs it be received and acknowledged as fuch by the body of the 
*' fctthofS throughout the whole church j tor then, and then only, is it coafi- 
** dered as a decree of the church* whofe authority, whether when aflemUas 
" in a gervefftl cowncilt or ditfafed throughout the world, is always the (aae. 1 
Jktf. dff Eulefs L iii. c. 14- Anjwer to Mt. W. A. D. &c. p. 58. 

*f- " Wha? cratch do you refer to/' Jays* gloTator on thelftnona, " wheal 
H yon fey thai it cannot err ? Yon cannot underftand by it the Pope $ for it i 
«* certain- that he is not inaUibley— bat the aflembly of the faishful, which caa 
«• never err, Uecaufe it can aiv«r ccafe to be. "—Another writer, (Thomas 
Watdenfu)* whofa works were examined by Pope Martin V. and approved b* 
a hull, (ayt, <« The church which is infallible is not that of Africa, — nor th~ 
" of Rome ; it is not, in fine, that ch»ccb- representative which is fometime 
« fcen aflerabted in a council} for coaoctts have often erred; but it i% tin 
<' church of Jefu* Ch'ift, which is fptcad over all the earth, and which ft prai 
«* fecved from the baptifoo of Chrift to us. 1 * — " What then is that churc- 
** which ought to define tl:e matters of faith ? Is it the pf lefts, or the prelate? 
««_•§* the churches affeiabled in a general council ? No ; for it is known ths 
" tbife have cfttn fallen into error."— -Cardinal Cufa fcrupks not to fawj 

•« Th-av 
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to>Wertr tjiey vary as to the fubjeft in which this wondcN 
W prerogative refides, yet the whole party are agreed that 
* belongs to the church, as one of her eflential and infe- 
rable charafters* : an* the different modes of explica- 
tion 






T^atit is a thing experience bath often confirmed, that a general council 

***ayerr, and that many councils have actually erred in their decisions."— 

w n like manner the infallibility, whether of Popes, councils, or clergy, is re- 

**^Cd by Cardinal D'Ailly, Clemangis, Fanotmitane, Jacobatiut, Occam, 

^^***"»tcitinata, Durand, St. Anthony of Florence, Pie de U Mirendole^ flfr. 

***9fa Caufa xiiv. qu. i. c. p. Tbom. ValdenJ. DoBr. Fidel, i. i. /. tf. a. %. 

y * * 3). Cufan. Concord. Catb. I. ii. c. 3, */ 4. ^//wc Ciwtf. Cajmcrac. de Auth. 

^•**<?J. p. 3. c. 3 . Qccgm Dial. p. 1. /. y. *. 15. *r /. a. /. v. c. t. Pic. Mir. 

^ r ^1*V at Ord. crtd. tbcor. iv. ^ 175, « *?7, crc 

"^ Father Turner v ilk, in the catechifm above mentioned, lays, " That the 
♦ - lmolding the infallibility of the church and general councils, in cfcliveiingajid 
defining points of faith, is one thing in which the unity of the church con. 
&flsj and that it is no matter of inditfereucy, but a high fundamental."— 
"Yhc doctrine concerning the catholic church,'* fays the learned bl/hop of 
■ax, ** confifts in four points, of which the Connection is inviolable t one 
"^ ia, that the church is vifiblcj another, that die always fu.bfifts; a third, 
~ *-Xut the' truth of the gofpel is always profefled by the whole fociety; the 
Ceourtb, that there is no permiflion to depart from her doctrine, or in other 
'Words, that fhe is infallible. From the three fit ft the fourth article clearly 
■ * ^oUows, namely, that it is not allowable to (ay that the church may be in an 
•*roT, nor to forfake her doctrine : and the fame promife, which Ice urea that 
^fcc church always fubfifts, fecures that flie (hall always fulfill in the (late 
4 vp*hich the word church imports, confeguently always viable, and a 1 way a 
- ^ teaching the truth. Nothing is moie Ample, more clear, or more followed, than 
' -* . tJiia doclriue."— " The variation; in the Reformation," adds the fame writer, 
~ l^t ns fee what it is j a kingdom difunited, divided agaiclt itfelf, and which 
*"tau{t fall foonef or later: while the Catholic church immovably attached to. 
«3 ccrees once* pronounced, in which it is impoflible to ihew the fmalleft varia- 
tion fince the origin of Chriftianity, evidences hcffelf* to be a church huflt 

* tapon a rock, always allured of herielf, or. rather of the prcmifes which' file 
- £*.ath received, firm in her principles, and guided by a fpirit which can never 

* Contradict, itfelf." — The author of a book, entitled, Mercy and Truth, or Cha* 
*"*€> maintained by Catholics, tells us, " That the denial of the church's infalli, 

biUty is the capital and mother herefy from which all other mud follow of 
^ curie." — u There mml," frys the fame writer, «« be fome external, vifibfe, 
t>ablic, living judge,, to whom all forts of perfons, both learned and un-_ 
l«earned, may, without danger of error, have recourfc, and in whofe judgment 
^liey may reft t— and this living judge we will mod evidently prove to be no 
*> thcr than that holy, catholic) apoftolic, and vifible church which our Sa. 

C c 2 •« vliut 
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tion makes i\o confiderable difference as to the practical in- 
fluence, and dangerous teqdency of the principle ; feeing 
they are all equally bound by it to unlimited fubje&ion tp 
what they reckon the higheft authority of the church: $nd 
whatever hypothefis is embraced, the danger is nearly 
equal, as, upon any of them, fome of the capital and 
moft pernicious errors muft be firmly and invariably eft*-, 
tyilhed*. 

The Homifh infallibility is like the copaftone* which 
frowns all the reft of their errors and abfurdities ; or like 
the band of iron and brafs which holds them together, (q 
that not one of them, whether great or fmall, can ever b$ 
ftiaken or loafed, without deftroying the whole fabric. It 
unites indifTolubly all the paft, the prefent, and the futurei 

V viour purchased with the effiiflon of his moft precious blood. If once there*- - 
4t fore it be granted, that the church is that means which God* hath left fisc _- 
4i deciding all controverfie* in faith, it naanifeftly will follow, that fee moft be -i 
i* infallible in all her determinations, whether the matters of them&lves be Jt 
** great or fauU; becagfe, if it were not infallible in all things propofcd by K| ^ 
«' as truths, revealed by God, it could not fettle in our minds a firm and infalH- _r- 
" blc belier of any one.— I do here deliver a catalogue/* continues he, " wheiea* _^ 
u are comprised all points by us held to be nceeflary to falvation, in thefe wasrigi^F 

V We are dbjiged, under pain of damnation, to believe v/batfocver the caikoUe -s 
«• vifiMe church of Chrift propojitb as revealed by almighty God. If any be «f9 
" another mind, all (Catholics denounce pim to be no Catholic.'* Cathol. Fa* j* 
at Praft* Bojfaet, Kj/f. des VariaU des Egl. Prot. I. zv. tome it. p. 380, 38 1^^ 
4rc. Char, maint. ch. i. \ p, and 10. ch. ii. ^ a. and ch. iii. § io. ap. Cbtl-^- 
Ungw. JbUgiou of froteft. 

• 4 reTpe&able doctor, in * late Jddrefi, has. obferved, that it k not ju/r ^s* m 
talk of th,e Pope's infallibility as a docVine univerfally received in tfpe church . 
of Rome. But though this be granted, yet it cannot ferve the purpofe for wbkk. 
it js. adduced, yalefs he could alfo deny, that infallibility itfelt is univerfally re-_ 
ceived by that church. Besides, this is a plea which a true Catholic, upon hist 
principles., cannot avail bimfelf of; for, in a.11 points of faith in which catholic 
unity cohfifts/ no difference or oopofition can be admitted among the confKtuent 
parts of the church : and wherever infallibility $a)l be foppofed to refide, it 
uvuft, at laft, be found the fame with the pontifical ftridly fo called, fince the 
4o$rine pf Catholic Popes, councils, biihops, and of the faithful multitude, 
"pave ever been, and ftill are the fame, according to his fyfteou Dr. Campbell^ 
Jjtfdfefi * tlft people of Scotland, &c. p. 34. 
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into one $ aad neceflarily makes the faith of the whole the 

bath of every part, and the public creed that of every in* 

dividual. It is an infuperable bar in the way of reformat 

.fion , it precludes every idea of change ; makes a retrao 

jioa of any error once embraced impoffible ; whatever has 

parted the mint, and received the indelible irapreflion, be- 

jcomes ever after like a law of the Medes and Perfians, 

**vhich altereth not. And hence we may evidently con- 

-clude, that Popery always is, and ever moil be, the fame. 

IF its principles have at any time been dangerous, feditious, 

or treafbnable^they mull continue fo fltill : — that the church 

of Rome muft be deftroyed, before (he can either reform 

**^srfelf, or be reformed ; and that what (he cannot do for 

l^^rfelf, none of her children caq ever be at liberty to do 

fc>x thcmfelves f 

Such are the chara&erfftic features, fach the ruling fpi- 

*~*^ and principles of the Roxmfti church ; fo far as they rc~ 

*«*.^e to our prefent inquiry/ What a different pidlure of 

*^^r is now exhibited to the world by her interefted friends, 

^v*.d defigning or miftaken advocates ! They would palm 

'•^Jion the credulous a very oppofite fcheme of principlesi 

^^> that which (he hath ever held and followed. If we 

^^tie their word for it, (he teaches no do&rines, nor ever 

^^.Tight any, but thofe of loyalty, pure morality, meeknefs, 

^V^arity, and evangelical peace ; (he embraces no opinions, 

^vithorifes no praftices, prejudicial to any government what- . 

*Ver, or repugnant tp the duties of good citizens *. All 

. the 

* The RomanrCtthoIic peers and common en of Great Britain, in their »d- 
fatls to the throne previous to their obtaining the late a& in their fav< ur, make 
tKe following prpfeflions : " We beg leave to allure your Mjjefty, that our 
" diflent from the legal cftablidiment, in matters of religion, is purely confeien- 
J 1 tiens; that we hold no opinions adverfe to your Majefty's government, or re* 
" pugnant to the duties of good citizens." — In a petition from the Catholics in 
the northern part of the kingdom, more lately prefentcd f> the Hrafe of Com- 
pons, they hoaft of " their inofTenfive aud dutiful conduct to approve them- 
** /elves barmlefs and u&ful fabje&s of the Britiih empire j— procefting to the 

" honourable 
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the odious things of Popery are how either palliated. ■•#* 
(explained away,— confidently difclaimed, (pecionfly difgm- 
Ted, or artfully concealed. Nor need we be furprifcd at 
this. The harlot find her friends have very good reafaa 

to 

(« honourable houfe, and to the world, that their confidence acquit* them of 
?' any offence tither in opinions or actions, which can render them deferring of 
* r ihole laws of extreme rigour to which they fubmit j and that they are perfecx- 
•• ly ready to give the moll effectual proofs, which tfee wifdom of the lcgiQature 
*« can fo|feft a of their fidelity .to hi* Majefty, and attachment to the contilu- 
•' tion of their country."— The fuperior of the clergy in Dublin, in his exhor- 
tation printed laft year, declares, that obedience and fidelity to princes (even 
Ptorefraut prince*) rs, and ever w\is a doctrine of their religion.!—" I confra- 
" related my (elf,*' (lays $ifhop H.)> " *" d shanked my good God for baring 
'I brought me to the knowledge and communion of that church, who juftly 
" gloiies in the fanctity of her doctrine, as well as in the integrity and purity 
<* of her faith } who detefts all thofe execrable tenets of which fhe is ralfely s*> 
" cufed, <5rc."— And not only do Roman Catholics thus exculpate them ft Ives, 
but jprfieOaiits mo ft alfo manage the fame plea for them* " Their opinion* 
" axe harmlcfs and merely fpeculative," fay their advocates in parliament and 
elfewhere, " and do not in the Ieaflf interfere with the quiet and tranquillity of 
♦"» the ftate."— The author of the Trial of the Roman Catholics,-* performance 
published leveral years ago, on which we doubt not the guilt of mifin/orouag 
apd. mifleading our rulers, and impofing on the public as to this matter, may 
be, in great meafurc, charged, thus acts the part of folicitor for Rome : * Ton 
«' have already heard the principles imputed to the church of Rome— Be plta- 
' fed new to hear the church of Rome in her turn.— Her councils, fynodc«. 
* afcmbjies , academies, doctor*, and the individuals both of her clergy and 
' laity, affirm, — * That the Pope hath no authority over the temporal power 
" or jurifJction of princes — That neither a Papal confiftory, nor eren a gene- 
" ral council, can abfolve fnbjects from their allegiance— That it is inflow 
". and damnable* in any man to attempt to depofe hit fovereign on accovat of 
" his being an heretic, or excommunicated for herefy — That, fliould the Pope 
tl undertake to abfolve any people from their allegiance to their prince, foch 
<c aufclutiin or difpcnlV ion would in itfelf be null and void— That all Catholic 
" f objects, notwithftarding fuch difpenfauon, are bound in confeience to de- 
«' ferid their king and cccntry, at the hazard of their lives and fortunes, even 
•» againft the Pope himfelf— Ti at the king killing doctrine, or privilege fur 
u murdrring princes eicommunicated for herefy, is damnable and heretical, 
«« and contrary to the known laws of God and nature — That no power rjpoa 
<* earth can licence any wicked or immoral action, neither difpenfe with ryinfe 
«• perjury, the maflacrc of cur neighbours, or the damage of our native country, 
" under pretence of promoting religion or the Catholic caufe— -That all pardons 
«• and difpenfaiions granted, or pretended to be granted, in order to any fuchi 
'<< tot' or d.figrt r , car. be a'te :-ded with no other advantage or cenfequehre than 

" VhaC 
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fo b* afhamed of. the ugly, helll(h brats wbicli (he hatjk , 
^brought forth, though they never can difprove her relation 
to them > and were they to acknowledge them at this time, 
it ibight fpoil the hopeful intrigue* and prove the ruin of 
their caufe. For if fuch execrable tenets were dire&ly ad- 
mitted, as they may fairly, upon principles which they ftill 
own, be fixed uponthem, every one might readily perceive 
it repugnant to common fenfe and good policy to afford 
them toleration. If the whole, or any part, of the fort> 
going charge be jttft, no impartial peifoa will hefitate a 
moment to decide the queftion. Againft men of fuch prin- 
-ciples (carce any laws can be too fevere, even Roman Ca- 
tholics themfelves being judges *. 

I know it is objefted, that though fome of thefc d6c- 
^rioes have been fometimes adopted and pra&ifed, yet they 
iaave never beeo univerfally received by the Roman Catho- 
MSc church, but, on the contrary, fometimes exploded; 
s&ud therefore they cannot be juftly accounted Catholic 
principles f. It is not, indeed, very oafy to know wha,t is 

meant 

^* that of adding ftciilege tad hlafphemy to the crimes propofed to be liceafed— > 
** and, that the doctrine of equivocation, or mental refervation, iadete'ftable 
"** in its, principles, ia wholly contrary to Chrifliau fimpUcity and (incerity, and 
I** iU confee^ueaces, itevetfive of truth, juftice, and common fociety.' — Now, 

* as thefc are the principles and doctrines that have been invariably avowed* 

* proic&d, and taught by the church of Rome, and all her members, during. 
' fome centuriealaft paftj I want to know who it is that has a right to fet up 

* another fyftem in her n3me ?' Credat Judeus Apella.—See the public fapers; 
Mreoke's Trial of the Roman Catholics, &c. 

• u If Papiftg do hold, (fays one of their prefent leaders), u that lying, 
" tteachery, and murder, can ever become lawful, for any end what foe ver, 
" they are the cnoft execrable wretches on the face of God's earth, intolerable, 
" in any Piotcgant (late, and juftly deferve the odium and abhorrence of all 
«■ mankind/' DetcSion of the 4angero*i Tendency of Dr. CamfbelCs Sentty* 

f " It is not joft," fays the author of the Addrefs once already quoted, «« t» 

* talk of the Pope's infallibility, difperifing power in refpect of oaths, and the 
*' fewfulnefs of perfidy to heretics, as doctrines, univerfally received in the 
«' church of Rome. Tbcfe, ar.d fevcral ether fuch abluidities, will be fovftii 
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meant by their Catholic church, or when a do&i! 
practice may be faid to be Catholic therein. By the i 
an ambiguous word, and the help of a few particula 
ceptions, or palpable contradictions to their general re 
faith, it may not be ^ifficult for Romanics to evade o 

M to have ebbed and flowed, in that church, with knowledge and* tgno 
— »" If I can prove,*' lays the author of the Trial of the Etonian Ca 
" .from the authority of a general council hdd at donftance in the yeai 
"from the declaration of all the academies of France in 1626; from 
" deration of the provincial congregation of the Jefuits held at Ghent 
" year 16S1 J from the declaration of the French clergy in their general 
" bly held in 168s 5 from the avowed tenets published by their moft c 
" doctors ; and from the doctrines aniverfally and daily inculcated by' t 
" and books ef devotion approved by their church :— if I can thus prov< 
" from the invariable doclrines of the church of Rome, whether taken 
'< (ally, partially, or individually, that her principles are whoUy the re 
" thofe with which (he is charged; I (hall defire to know what footing < 
" datlon the nniverfe ean afford, npon which faid charge may be perthi 
«• reft?** Anfw, On the like Invariable doftrines of the fame church of 
•whether taken univ erf ally, partially, or individually.—* I do not fay,' 
writer who appears to be more than half a Roman Catholic expreues hi 
" that no Roman Catholics have taught, much lefs that no Roman C; 
" have practifed very pernicious doctrines: the contrary is evident from 
" teftible monuments. There have been times of darknefs and deg 
" when the doctrine of depofing power, in particular, was generally tau 

* practifed. A thoufand fchoolmen, the fycophints of the court of 
44 have aflerted that the Pope, as vicar of Cbrift, might abfolve fdbjef 
u their oaths of allegiance, transfer crowns from one head to another, 1 
•* pofe of kingdoms and empires, as the lord paramount of the Chriftian 
" and there have not been wanting feme afpiriog pontiffs, who vent 
u realise thofe monftrous prerogatives i but this pretended temporal fop 
•* of the Pope was never, even in the moft unenl ghtened periods, ackno< 
u an article of catholic faith j and, in proportion aj the miffs of igr.oraft 

* difpelled, it was expkdrd in almott every catholic country as a danger 
" even impious tenet. But what is exploded as an impious reiet, by the 
" part of Catholics, cannot poffibly be a catholic principle : theiefore, t 

N •* trine of depefi g power is falfely and in] jrioufly clafTed among 1 
M Catholic principles —The other accufationt are equally, of rather fti 
M groundlefs." But this logical reafoner in nv de an-1 figure hath unl 
by his previous conceffions, contradicted and deftroyed his cooclufion. 
require both logic and mctaphyftcs to (hew the efienttal difference bet 
doctrine generally taught and praRifcd and a catholic doQrint, An At 
the People of Set land, pre* p. 34. Brake* s Trial, etc* fLrafnmtt Lt 
jUHderst. leu vL 
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uy almoft any odious charge againft their church, and to 
feprefeot her doctrines and practices very different from 
what they really are. . In one fenfe it is very true, that the 
articles referred to were never univerfally received by that 
church; but, in the fame fenfe, it maybe affirmed, that 
fcarce any one article of the Popi(h fyftem was ever uni- 
verfally received. Even in times of greateft ignorance, 
When the. Papacy wa? in its full ftrength, fome of the. 
above claims were never entirely fubmjtted to, nor thefe 
doftrines unanimoufly embraced. It was never fuppofed 
. that the whole of that body, including the head, clergy* 
and all members, were always, or indeed at any one time, 
cxaftly of ene mind, or faith, without variation or excep- 
tion, about thefe or any other Catholic do&rine whatever. 
The truth is, notwithstanding her boaft of unity, and an 
infallible judge of controyerfies, there never was a church 
ppon the face of the earth more divicfed and more incon- 
##$iu with herfelf than the Romifti: and he that would 
fry And. fix her genuine principles by the teft of Catholicifm 9 
W the ftrift and fulleft fenfe of the word, attempts a vain 
.^d impoffible t*fk. . He will meet with endlefs varieties, 
* Medley of jarring opinions and contradi&ions : he will 
Aad the, Catholic faith of one ag^, deftroyed by the Ca*- 
Wolic faith and praftice of another age 5 one nation gene- 
rally believing what another generally rejefts ; one affem- 
.My decreeing what another damns ; one approven author 
Refuting another approven author ; one irrefragable or an- 
Z*tzc doftor reprpbating the fyftem of his brother; one 
f^ligious 6rder fighting again ft another, with mutual accu- 
sations jof herefy, and the fame order fometimes condem- 
ning itfelf. In (hort, he will find Popes againft Popes, 
«ounciJs againft councils, canons againft canons, regulars 
againft feculars, and feculars againft regulars ; the pdlitical 
with againft tfye ecclefiaftical ; the faithful people, againft 
'Palates, prelates againft Popes, (ind the Pope againft both; 
W* ali of ^hem ftill Catholic, and all of thejn equally in- 
D d fallible. 



C ** 3 

fallible. 'It Were cafy to fill faF more volumes with Les 
variations de Veglife Catholique Rtmaine y than the learded 
and infidious biftiop of Meaux hath done with the Hiftory 
of the variations of the Proteftant churches; whereby his 
Achillean arguments may, with redoubled force and greater 
juftice, be turned againft himfelf, and his infallible, impreg- 
nable church convicted of divifion, fchifm and herefy j as 
kideed many Proteftant writers have often fuccef&fully and 
unaiifwerably done. 

But if the differences and inconfiftencies among Catho- 
lics themfelvcs be a fufficierit reafotf for exculpating the 
komifh church entirely from the charge of having embra- 
ced thefc dangerous principles, why may (he not, for the 
fame reafon, be exculpated alfo from others. By this me- 
thod of reafoning, the remaining articles of charge againfl 
her may, one after another, be difclaimed, and expunged 
as lies and diabolical calumnies, until not one of them per- 
haps (hall be left behind •, and we may next hear it confi- 
dently maintained, that there was never fuch a thing ai 
Popery in the world ; but that the church of Rome hath 
froni the beginning, preferred the purity of the faith invio- 
late, notwithftanding all the errors which have been tangh 
and patronifed, all the wicked decrees which have . beei 
parted, and the manifold flagrant abufes fo commonly an 
dreadfully prevalent in her. By this convenient method, 
Papift can hardly ever be at a lofs to form her apology 
whatever is difliked, and may not be for his purpofe M 
avow, he may pronounce to be no Catholic prindpl- 
though innumerable times taught by Popes, cafuifts, and 
thoufand fchoolmeti) and perhaps by general councils toe 
the errors of his mother, he may plead, are rather partS 
than univerfal, and her corruptions rather popular and 1— 
cal abufes, than received doftrines and eftablifhed praf^ 
ces. Accordingly, fome of her mod (kilful adVocati 
(Jfice the Reformation, have; in faft had reccorVfe to tB 
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>»reak and unfair plea, the better to decoy Protectants back 
again to their communion ; ibme of them, as the learned 
prelate juft now mentioned, have fo white-waihed the 
church of Rome, that one of her true-born fons would 
fcarcely know or acknowledge her in the new drefs in 
which {he has been made to appear; and even a Huguenot's 
cenforious eyes could hardly find a fpot in her ; though 
the mifehief of it is, he has no fooner turned off his eyes 
from the fallacious pi&ure, than he perceives the original 
-as ugly and deformed as ever *, 

It 

• Bofluet, when biftop of Condome, wrote Kii Explication of the Catholic 
Jp&rine, in which he endeavoured to render it as unexceptionable as pofiib'e to 
the Huguenots, whofe converlion, by one method or other, was absolutely rc-> 
fblved on by the court. In it he complained greatly of ih^ Protefhnts for mif- 
areprefentiflg and calumniating the doctrine and wor/bip of the church of Romej 
amnd labours to perfuade them, that the chief corruptions which they imputed to 
\xtr, were nothing more than practical and popular abufcs, which never were 
auniverfally received, nor fupported by the fanction or authority of the church. 
-According to the bifhop, it was calumny to fay, that the chnrch of Rome ac- 
Buowledges any mediator but one $ or trufts in any other merits than thofc of 
Chrift; or teaches any doctrine of juftification but by free grace alone : — ' The 
^ Roman- Catholic church,' he fays, ( allows no adoration but of God alone, and 

• directs religious wor/hip to none other: and, while (he teaches it to be uieful 

* to pray to faints, nothing more is meant than praying together in a way of bro- 
« therly fcllowfhip, as we are bound to demand the herp of our brethren living on 

* earth; and, with refpect to reliques, that fhe requires men to regard the bodies 
^ of the faints offered as victims to God by martyrdom and peni ence, and honour 

* them with an affection like that *hich we entertain for any thing which is a 

* memorial of our friends :'■— and h of other things. The defign falling in with 
tie reigning tafte of that time, and the rage for profelytim, was applauded: 

and it furnifhed thofe who were weary or afraid 'of fartering for their reltv 
{ion, or who thirfted for court preferment, with a fpecioui pretext for their 
change^ of which number was the Martha) Turenne. But the judicious and 
impartial could readily perceive the fallacy, which was at that time fufficiently 
Lid open by the author s antagonifts. The able and critical Baj>, who wrfs 
*> devotee, nor bigot to party, has, en pajfunt, briefly expofed the di /ingenuity 
and wcakoefs of this method of defence, in a pafttge of his thoughts on the 
comet, which, as it is not foreign to our prefcnt argument, we mall here giv* 
the reader in his own elegant original : — *' Mr. de Condom Iui-meW, qui; 
t pretend que Ton ne doit iroputer a la religion catholique, que les pures deci* 
**30s des cone ilea, n'a pas hike d'imputer a la religion paienne les abus qui 

* ycoromettoient publiqucmenr. II la decrie furce que fee oyflere.% fes f«tei > 
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It is nothing of our bufinefs to account for the incdikv 
fiftcndesj "or to reconcile the palpable differences in tW 

'* fes f»crifices, les hymnes qu'elle chantoit a fes dieux, les peintures qu'eJtt 
" confacroit dans les temples; — il Ta'decrie furies prostitutions qu'elle' avoit 
*' inftituees pour adorer la DeeflTt:* Venus j fur ce que dans les affaires preflante* 
** les particuhers et'les republiqiies vouoient"des courtifaries J Venus,, ft attrf- 
" buoicnt le falut de la p3trie aux prieres qu'clte^ faifoient a leur Deefie, comme 
'< il paroit par le tableau que les Grccs mirent dan* leur temples apres 1& defaite 
•^ de Xerxes et de fes formidables arraees.— Le meme MV.de Condom decrie le 
" paganifme fuf ce* qu'il cbnfacrnit a fes dieoxies impuritez do theatre, et les- 
" fanglans fpe&acles des gladiateuts j— et it ft moque de* explications, et des 
«' adouciflfcments que les philoforjhes aporterent a tout cela, ^uand lis eureat 
t€ a>foutenir les objections des Chretiens. II ne fait point' grace a la religion 
•* des Juifs, quoi qu'il aVoue que les eneurs qui fc coloieht infenfibUment 
" parmi lc pcuple, n'eufient point pafie par decret public en dbgtne de U fyna- 
*' gogue. * • ■ >-."■'•*. 

" 11 a raifon : raais cala me ne fait voir, que la methode qu'il a fuivie poor 
" rendre belle et agreable*la religion catholrque aux'Proteftans, e(t tout a* fait 
" infoutenable. Car que nous importe, diront-ils, que 1'on ne trouve pas dans 
" les decinoos des conciles tous les abus et toutes ies fuperftitiont qui sous 
'"' choquent dans Peg! i ft Romaine. Puurveu que nous vo'ions qu'elles font' an* 
<* torifees publiquement et folennellement, et qu'elles compofent Ton colte, 
*' nous en avons afltz pour nous teriir eJoigntz de fa communion. Les paienf * 
" a'euflent-ils pas pu fe defendre par la meme voie ? Ne pouvoient-ils pas dire, 
'' que ce qu'on leur reprcchoit etoit des abus ou le peiiple e:oit tombe infenfi— 
" blement par la connivence des magiftrats, et par l'ignorance, ou par Tavariee 
*•' des preires: rnais, qu'on ne prouveroit jamais, que tous les colleges des 
" pontifes et des gens d'eglife duement aflfemblez, euflVnt decide telle chofe? 
" II n'y a point de doute que ks paiens n'eutfent allegue ces excufes, s'ila 
*' euflent eu un efprit aufli fin que Mr.l'eveque de Condom. Mais que leur eut- 
*' on repondu ? Que e'eft fe moque'r* que de fe defendre de la forte j qu'an 
•« homme que Ton pretendrait engager a Yctablir dans un ville, ou le vol, le 
" meurtre, et toutes les voies de fait feroient tolerees publiquement, en lui 
" faifant voir qu'on ne trouve pas dims les a£tes de la maifon de ville aucua 
" ftatut.qui ordonne de tuer, ou de volcr, auroit grind raifon de fe moquer de 
4t cela. Que m'importe, diroit il, qu'il y ait une loi du magtftjat qui -ordonne 
" le meurtre etle brigandage' ou qu'il n ? y en ait point. II me fuffit que Ton 
" vole ot que Ton tue impunement dans une ville, pour ne vouloir point y 
" fejourner; Demeu*ons d*accord que- les heretiques peuvent faire la meme& 
'• refponfe a Mr. Tevequs de Condom ; et qu'ainfi le feul et le veritable moienv 
'• dedifculper notre religion, c>il de montter qu'elle netolere rien qui ne foiei 
° bon, et que non feulement les decifions des conciles font orthoddxe?, maisv 
<( aufli que les culte*, les ufage«, et les dogmes autbrifcz publiquement font: 
" juftes et faints.'* Bojfuet, Exfofit. de la DoBr. Catbol. fur Us Controvtrf. et 
Difco. fur rHijl. Vttwerf. part, ii. ck 5, Bayh, Penstts Averf. etc. § i*8~ 
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Aoman Catholic fyftem, It belongs to thenr alone whf 
Relieve it to do this, as they only are affe&ed by the con* 
Sequence. Nor is it fufficient to invalidate the charge 
brought againft the Romifh church on thefe points, to 
fhew that her decifions have not been always unanimous 
or uniform*, or her practice invariable with refpeft to 
them : it doth not therefore follow that they are none of 
hers ; or that they have not been So received, countenan- 
ced, or allowed therein, as to prove highly mifchievous In 
fociety, which hiftory puts beyond all doubt, Jtfor will k 
follow, that there is no danger of fiich principles produ- 
cing the fame, effetts, and operating in a fimilar manner 
ftillj among thofe who are attuated by her fpirit, and 
devoted' to tier faith and authority. Though as many and 
equally good authorities, and as full and direft proof, 
could be produced, to evince that (he hath condemned 
^nd exploded thefe dangerous tenets, as that (he hath ap- 

* To Jhew how Httk regard is to be paid to Come of thofe decifions in lifted 
ipon as condemning thefe doctrines, we may take for an inftance the famous 
decifions of the French clergy in 1682, containing four proportions againft the 
power and infallibility of the Pope, at the inftance ef the king, who was then 
almoft at 6pen war with his Holinefs about the regale. <* The four maxims," 
hy$ Voltaire, " were at firft fupported with enthufiafm in the nation, after - 
u wards with lefs vivacity." Towards the end of (he reign of 1* wis XIV. they 
u began to become problematical $ and Cardinal Fleury made them be'difavowed 
«' at laft, in part, by an afiembly of the clergy." Thefe decifions were no 
fooner made in France than condemned at Ropie as (he attempt of rebels. The 
Pope threatened the kingdom with a general interdict. He refufed bulls to all 
the bi/hops and abbots nominated by the king : (b that, at the- death of Pope 
Innocent XI. in 1689, there were no lefs than 29 diocefes unprovided of bifbops. 
His two ne*t fucceffors acled the fame part, till at lad the king's bishops, feeing 
themfelves 'without functions, weary of the fray, terminated it by yielding up 
the caufe. All of them wrote, by permiflion of the king, pacificatory-letters to 
Innocent XII. which he was plcafed to accept, wherein, " ptofrrate at the feet 
«* of his Hotfnefs, they begged pardon for what had taken place, profefled that 
<c they wire grievoufly afflicted' on account of the proceedings of the aflembly, 
*' declaring, that they accounted them null, and held as undecided what had 
" been thefein decided, and u'neerely wiftied that what was done had been undone. 
" Vrovoluti ad pedes fanftitatts vrfrt—infeftum volumus." Volt. Hift. du 
Siecle, etc. cb. xixi. to. ji. >, 184, etc. Mfi/fr. du Droit fubl. Qccl. Fr. to. «. 
h 3M. 
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proved or adopted them, (which yet, as tp fome of them, 
at leaft, cannot be done), -yet this could be no fufficient 
exculpation, while thecontrary evidence could not be fct 
ajide. Thefe would ftill remain part of her principles, as 
much, at leaft, as the oppofite, and a Roman ^Catholic 
would be equally bound to believe and follow both, which 
being impoffible in fact, he muft remain at leaft in as great 
danger of believing and praftifing the one as the other. 
By muttering up fuch contrary evidence for exculpation, 
nothing is # gained in favour of the Catholic caufe, but a 
convincing proof that it is falfe and contradiftory, and that 
thofe who efpoufe it are capable of believing any thing. v • 

If the principles and pra&ices in queftion are found to 
be Catholic in the Romifti fenfe of the word, or in the 
fame fenfe in wkich other do&rines and ufages are com- 
monly reckoned fo, this is fufficient. It is certaibly no ca- 
lumny to impute thofe doftrines to the church of Rpme* 
or, in other words, to account them Catholic principles, 
•which have been predominant therein through ages, which 
have been publicly avowed and taught, and praftically pre- 
valent, and which fall under the rules and marks which 
Roman Catholics themfelves eftablifh and admit, for know- 
ing wh^t doftrines are received and approved in their 
church. If this be calumny, it is a calumny which they 
themfelves are the authors of. — Or, though we were to 
grant, that the above articles were never, ftriftly fpeaking,. 
Catholic principles, nor have been f<? univerfally received, 
or conftantly profeflcd, as fome others j yet, if it is mani- 
feft that they have been at leaft partially received,— have 
been publicly tolerated, and more than tolerated, — have a. 
pear affinity with their other received principles, and na- 
tively refult from them ; — if, in a word, it be undeniable^ 
that they have innumerable refpeftable authorities, faintljr 
examples, and fan&ified and celebrated precedents, is not 
this a fufficient reafon for nations to be on their guard a— 
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gfiinft that fruitful mother of abominations, that Indulgent 
ittirfe of fuch herefies and crimes, until the latent polfon, 
Which has ftill been fermenting in her conftitution, and 
bath corrupted her very vitals, be entirely purged out. 
-All the formality and folemnity of public decifion, the ex- 
f^rcls fanftion of univerfal approbation, are not abfolutely 
rteceflary to give energy to thefe principles, and birth to 
. *:lie dangers with which they are pregnant. They were not 
«-equifite it feems, in times paft, for fuch purpofes, and 
'^nrhy fhould they be more fo for the time to come. If thefe 
principles cduld formerly deluge all nations, within the 
<ronfines of the Romifti pale, with evils, while, according 
*:o the hypothefis of our opponents, they were not univer- 
sally received, or eftablifhed principles, what fhould hin- 
der them from doing fo again ? What has been, may be. 
Slow can it fet men's minds at eafe now, ntore than for- 
Dierly* to tell us that fuch things have not been enjoined 
exprefly by general councils, nor approved by the univer- 
sal church ? Is not one Hildebrand, one Innocent* or Bo- 
Aiface, filling the papal chair, fufficient to fet the world on / 
Sirei May not one afpiring Anfelm, or Becket, one cruel 
<£onner, or principled Garnet, convulfe or deftroy a king- 
dom ? May not one bigotted fanatic,^ one tutored Clement, 
one furious Ravaillac, accomplifh what all the bulls and 
armies of the Pope, and all the decrees of ecumenical coun- 
cils could not efFeft ? And it particularly deferves confi- 
4dteration, that, in France, where thefe pernicious do&rines 
«f the Papacy have been more generally rejefted and^ab- 
liorred than ill other Catholic countries, they have opera- 
ted with more impetuous force, and have there produced 
trhe moil mournful and unexampled tragedies. 

But are not Roman Catholics themfelves the beft judges 
of their own creed? Why continue to charge their church 
^with dbftrines which her own members profefs they know 
nothing of ?*Why impute to them principles an4confe- 
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quences which they difavow* ?— Roman Catholics have 
properly no creed of their own, but that of mother church * 
and what that is, may be as well learnt, and as certainly 
known by others as by themfelves : nay, in fome r$fpe£ts> 
Others mull be more competent judges than they can be in 
their own caiife, in which fhey have, fnch ftrong tempter 
dons to partiality. Situated as Papifts are in Britain .and 
Ireland* it muft be greatly for their credit and intereft to 
dilavow fuch obnoxious tenets : but, before they can con T 
fiftently do this, they muft hold them, to be.no receivied 
principles of their churchi Many of them, it feenis, fee 
meet to do fo. But muft their partial and intereftcd tefti- 
inony be alone fufficieqt to decide the queftion, which is 
ibont a matter of fatt, as to which others may have, equal 
jaccefs to the fources of knowledge ,and evidence. Before 
\ve can be obliged to reft upon their naked aflertions in 
this matter,, we would need to have full fecurity for two. 
things; firft, that nqne of her membeirs can jniftake her 
true principles, nor be ignorant of them; and then, that 
they cannot knowingly falfify, difguife, dr mifreprefent 
them, when they are, under peculiar temptations to do fi>.— r 
But certainly the beft and fureft way to obtain fatisfaftor^ 
information on this head, is to. appeal from the living to 
the dead, from interefted Papifts to the more impartial i 
and to apply, for the knowledge of the genuine principle? 
pf the church of Rome, to her own authentic monuments: 
find vouchers, rather than to the private judgments,, and 
tare aflertions or negations of her members, however 
Confident. By taking this courfe we cannot juftly be chart 
^ed with framing a. fyftefn jn her name, and. im poling ir 
upon her agamft her .confept.;. we.ftiU make Catholics 
vouchers of their own faith. Nor is this to palm upon* 
any principles or confequences which, they are pleafed to 
difavow* or to force pur modern Catholics to believe or 
profcfs fuch principles againft their conviction; and whe*- 

• Mr. G. H/s'liCtterj p. 13. jfcookes, Erafmus, Dr. Robcflfon, etc. 
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tl^er they will, or not : this is true of her alone, who thus • 
iupofes upon them her faith, and whofe bufinefs alone it 
ia # to fee that none of her fons depart from the fmalleft 
*ta of it, or tranlgrefs one of the leaft of her grievous 
commandments, or make void any of her former decrees. • 
We only hereby (how what they are bound, by their pfo- 
feffion, to believe, and what they mull: believe if they be 
confident with themfelves, and real Catholics. But mere- 
ly becaufe they may be pleafed to declare that thefe are not 
*^ e principles of the Romifli church, this is no fure evi- 
dence that they are not : or though they themfelves (hould 
toot believe them, but infringe their own rule of faith, it 
^6th not follow, that other Catholics do fo likewife. 



€€ But," fay others, " though it cannot be- well denied 
-v* that fuch impious tenets have actually been adopted in 
» c former times, and too often put in practice in the dark- 
f* ^r ages, yet the cafe is now entirely altered. She hath 
c ? long fince exchanged them for more liberal fentiments ; 
« cr aud for ibme centuries pall they have been univerfally 
V. exploded." — Is Rome then reformed ? Has fhe accufed 
fterfejf of impious errors, and deadly crimes, by volunta- 
ry renouncing them? Then has fhe fairly yielded the 
^ufe to heretics, and confefled herfelf to be, as Cardinal 
^trrvn exprefies it, a fytwgogue of Satan, and the fpoufe of 
*Oe j&wV. Then may (he ceafe to be the Lady of kingdoms. 
**hen is her boafled perpetuity of faith deftroyej ; the 
TPnantbm of infallibility is for ever vanifhed, and the magic 
r 5>d brpken wherewith (he kept her flaves in awe. Hence- 
r°rth (he cannot have the confidence to exact implicit faith 
¥* her fallible decisions, nor pretend a right to be believed 
1,4 any thing whatever, upon her fole authority ; but every 
*>&e muftj^e left to believe for himfelf, and to be fully per- 
***aded Jn his owq inind. By a confefiion of the fmalleft 
* T *QTi or change, infallibility is mortally wounded, and 
Penally deftroy^4; and one error is as inconfiftent with 
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that high claim, and deftruclive to it, as ten thoufand 5 for* 
xvhoever errs in one point, is capable of erring in nit-- 1 *-* 
Are they Papilla who reafon thu9 ? Certainly not : or they 
know not what they fay. To talk of holy Catholic church 
renouncing any of her once received, and eftablifhed doc* 
trines, is the grofleft folecifm in the language of a Roraaa- 
Catholic, and fufficient to fix on him the brand of.hcrefy~ 
Nor do I fee by what right others can urge a plea in their 
behalf which they themfelves muft reprobate. The coti- 
fcicntious Papifts, if foch there be, will reckon themfelves 
little obliged to thofe who plead for their liberty at the ex- 
pence of their faith, and who fubvert the very foundations . 
and whole fabric of thsir church, under pretence of feek- 
ing the eafe and better accommodation of the inhabitants. 

And in this particular ve are willing, for once, to agree 
with the Romanrft, that his church hath acknowledged no 
change, but hath hitherto kept tenacloufly to her fyftem la 
thefe inftances. Her former and latter principles are not 
materially different, and the fpirit of her dark and enligh- 
tened periods (if that kingdom of darknefs was ever yet en*» 
lightened) is much the fame. The beaft ftill' fpeaks as a 
dragon*, though he has the horns of a lamb. To hear of 
Rome renouncing, and reforming, would be a greater 
wonder than to hear that (he is no more. There is need 
of more than ordinary evidence to afcertain a faft fo ^ex- 
traordinary. But upon what good grounds do any a£* 
firm this ? We have proved, a priori, upon the principles 
of Popery, that this is Wnpoffible ; and we deny, in fac% 
that it has been done •- it belongs to them to produce in*. 
controvertible evidence of the contrary. Let thefe pablic 
and folemn atts of renunciation be fhown, and the nature 
and importance of the caufe requires that thefe fhould be 
as clear, full and dircft as poflible, that all clamour may 
be filcnced, and every remaining doubt for ever removed* 
But as no ibch documents, to prove the-feppofed change,- 

** have? 
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Juftc hitherto been produced, (b we defpair of ever feeing 
them. There has been but one general council fince the 
light of Reformation dawned j but we hope they will not 
fend us to the'regifters of that council to find them. 

" But though the church of Rome cannot change, bfr- 
* c .caufe fhe cannot cny yet her members may: and it calG- 
€€ not be denied, that many modern Papifts have relin- 
** qutlhed the creed of their anceftors in thefe points, and 
** are ready to renounce them in the moft explicit and 
** public manner; why then refute 1 fuch a legal induk- 
" genee, and continue ftill to load them with all the er- 
€€ rors of their church ? "< — For very good reafon : becaufe 
tfcey continue to load themfelves with them by continuing 
HiUFapifts. No true or confident idea, can be formed of a 
$*apift, but as one who adopts the very fame faith and 
ptofeffion with the chwch of Rome* : It is abfurd and 
jwreftofttrous to judge. of the principles of that church, 
frbto the private opinions and practices of forae of her 
members ; but, according to the fundamental law of her 
conftitution, we are bbliged to proceed in the very contra* 
rj order, and to form oar eftitoate of $\e faith and princi- 
ples of ail her members, from the public faith and autho- 
ritative decifions of that church, to which they all aflenf, 
and in which they are all fuppofed to be agreed. And 
while thefe remain unaltered, the private judgment, and 
tperibnal profefltons of individuals to the contrary, are of 
no confequence *. Muft we again repeat it, that a Papift 

has 

* if It is to no purpofe," fays one writing upon this fjbjcft, *' to colleft" the 
44 authorities of theologues, the refcript* of Pop *s, or even the decrees of coun- 
** c\li, if my fuc> deciee* tb«*re be. The Roman G;thol3c tfill will repeat, 
«• that ** he b'lieves no fuch d<>&rio<t:" aod I fee no orhef anfwer that can 
44 be returned, but that he h a 3—4 lying Papift, to wbofe ajfeverations no credit 
** is due." — If thefe authorities are nothing to th^ purpofe, certainly the re* 
peated affeveftdo'ns of a private Ronun Catholic, in oppofition to them, are 
much lefs to ths purp»-fe ; othefwife, the authority of the churc-h is fuperfeded 
by piivate judgment;' Are btr u^rring doftrines, t^cn, Ihble to be queSioned, 
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has no private judgment, nor any faith of his own, bo? 
what is impofed upon him. While be is a Papift he confefl* 
-cs the church's infallibility, and implicitly fubmits himfelf to^ 
all her di&ates, whereby he becomes refponfible for. all the 
errors (he hath taught, teaches, or (hall teach, to the end 
of the world. And a Papift muft fooner renounce- 'his 
own underftanding, confeience, and faith, than accufe his 
church of error; and, upon fuppofition that his ownpri-. 
vate judgment or belief differ in the leaft from the public, 
he is \fjf his own confeffion. erring: and what he believes or 
profefles in error, he. is bound to renounce, whenever he. 
is by public authority (acknowledged unerring) required, 
to do fo ; or as foon as he comes to the knowledge of hi* 
error; that is, .as foon as he .difcovers that the church 
thinks and teaches differently, which may be the very next 
day, or next hour, after he hath made fuch profdfions, or 
renunciations, as thofe fappofed in the bbjeftion. If the 
tenets in queftion^ belong to the faith of the church of 
Rome, no Papift can confiftently renounce them, or, if be. 
do, by the general tenor of his profeffion as a Papift* he 
declares to all the world, that be deferves, in that cafe* 
iio credit ; feeing he holds himfelf obliged to abide by the 
faith of his church, even in opposition to himfelf and all 
mankind. What he feems t;o yield and caft away with onei 

and contradicted at pica fu re ; and her invariable decrees of fo little force as to be 
fct afde, and annihilated, by the fickle opinions, the fluctuating and capucioua 
notions of every individual ? What a monft ous abfurdity is here fuppefed !" a* 
Roman Catholic, and yet believing other wife than the church believes,— and 
profeiTing otherwife than her Pop: s' and councils have decreed! How will this 
com{>ort with the following articles of the Romanift's creed, " I do acknow- 
*' ledge the holy Catholic and apoftolic Roman church to be the mother and 
" miilrcfs of all churches; and Idopromife and fwear true obedience to the 
<( bifhop of Rome, tl)e fuccefibr of St. Peter, the prince of the apples, and 
" the vicar of Jefus Chrift,— I do undoubtedly receive and profefs all other 
" things which have been delivered, define J, and declared by the facred canons* 
** and oecumenical councils, and especially by the holy fvnod of Trent j and all 
*< things cont ary thereuntp, ai)d all herefies condemned, rejected, and anatbe^ 
•« matiaed by the church, I do likewife condemn,. reject, and anathematize.*' - 
hclt. on rtlig. Moderat. let. v. Creed of Pofe Pius IY- «r/ v *j, if 24. 
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Jtand, he holds fafl: with the other. Such kind of profeiV 
fions being inconfiftent with the firft, the fixed, conftant, 
and eflential principles of a Bapift *, amount to nothing, 
and can give, no real fecurity. 

. . -i. 

To {peak then of Roman Catholics changing or renoun- 
cing their principles, is as abfnrd as to fpeak of Rome 
herfelf doiftg fo j for. -without her they can do nothing* 
However defirable it would be, to behold her deluded vo- 
taries emerging from their darknefs, burfting their bonds 
of iniquity, and adopting more generous, liberal, and 
Chriftian fentirnenta, yet fuch an event cannot rationally 
be expefted, while they continue their conneftion with 
Rome, and dependence Upon it. They rauft renounce the 
!whole fyftem, and affume another denomination ; in other 
words, they rouft ceafe to be Fapifts, before fuch a change 
can take place in earneft; at leaft, before any can bp 
'bound, in reafon, to fuftain it as real or fatisfaftory. Po- 
pery and liberality of fentiment, eecleiiaftical infallibility 
imd private judgment, are as diftant and oppofite as the 
poles : and a Bapift, as fuch, and while he continues fuch, 
inuft'ever remain the fame flavifti, unenlightened, indocitye 
And inconvertible animal, as long as an old man wears a 
mitre at Rome, and the prieftly oracles give forth their r^ 
jponfes, 

* According to the MApp of M**"*, ♦ne g'**t ufc which a Catholic reader 
will make of his Htftory of the Variations of the Protefta'nt Churches, is this j— 
V He will deplore the weaknefles and mjferies incident to the human mind, 
/'and know, that the only remedy for fuch great evils is to team to be denied 
•** to his own judgment y for it is this makes the difference between the CatbcA 
**- lie and the heretic. The diftiojguimtng cbara&er of the heretic, that is, of 
*f him- who holds a particular qr private opinion, is, that he adheres to his own 
V fentiment s j whereas the proper mark of the Catholic, that is, of the unit 
** verfattir, is," to prefer the common fentiment of the whole church to his 
** own v and this is the grace which he will beg in behalf of thofe who erj." 
2$$. des Variah des F&'. Pw/. to. I pef. § og. 
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. It cannot, however, be doubted, but that many of thofe 
"who adhere to the church of Rome, may really abhor thfc 
obndxious tenets in queftioq, and heartily difavow them, 
from a convi&ion of their falfhood and impiety; wtiHc 
more may be equally ready to do fo from other confidera- 
tions, and that* with the confent or connivance of their 
leaders, with a view more effeftoally to promote thek 
caufe. If thof§ doftrines did not pafs uricontroverted in 
the darkeft ages, when the Papacy Was at its height* it 
need not appear ftrange, that a greater latitude fholikl 
be both taken and allowed, now when it's power ife fo 
much reduced : elpeciaily thi3 may be expe&ed of thof$ 
living in the heart of Protcftant countries, where it wouW 
be equally hazardous and ridiculous to aifert fdeh uorea* 
fonable claims, and avow openly fuch wild and extrarar 
gant principles. But thofe who make fuch profeflioni are 
either Papifts, or they are not : if they are, their ^illiogr. 
nefs to renounce them muft either arife from a happy igno- 
rance of the genuine principles of mother church, or frofl^ 
difregard and wilful contempt of her authority, which they" 
acknowledge to be, of all things on earth, the mod. facrGd* 
In either cafe their profeflions muft be> unfatisfaftory, a* 
they are in both rendered invalid by tjieir other principles 
and engagements, the force and effect of which is only 
fufpended or contravened, in this inftance, by the ignoraoce 
or error of the one, and the irreligious treachery and per- 
fidy of the other. If they are not reaUy Papifts, then they 
have nothing to do in the prefent queftion ; for we fpeak 
only of the toleration of Popery, and of Papifts properly 
fo called ; and not of thofe who {ay they are Roman, Ca- 
tholics, and are not : fuch can have nothing to fear from* 
the penal laws enafted againft Papifts' only; nor could there 
be any neceflity, or tfce leaft fhadow of reafon, for repeal- 
ing them, on their account, if they are not the perlbna 
meant or comprehend*^- in the ftatutcs. There arc, doubt* 
Jcfs, in this enlightened age, a great number of Free* 

thinkers* 
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thinkers, in the worft ftnfe of the word, in the Popiflt 
church, as "well as among Proteftants, who will never' 
i'cruple to fiicrifice any little religion they profefs to their 
fafiety, honour, or gain. And indeed the monftrous raafc 
of abftirdities which compofe the body of the Romifh re- 
ligion, hath, above all things, given birth to the pernicw 
ous and infernal fyftem of infidelity 5 for here one may 
find enough nt will to (hock his faith, and {tun his reafon, 
and ample room to play off the batteries of wit and ridi- 
cule j while men of fuperficial minds, and corrupt morals, 
unable to feparate truth from fable, or to diftinguifti be- 
tween what is genuine and truly divine in religion, and the 
figments of dreaming priefts, artfully or ignorantly impo- 
fed/upon the world, have dared openly to attack and ex- 
plode Chriftianity itfelf \ while more are fecptical, and un- 
believers in their heart. But none, we hope, will fay, that 
a relaxation of the ftatutes was needful, either in point of 
joftice or humanity, for the fake of men of fuch eafy and 
Pfiabk conference*, which, without fuffrring violence, can 
Gomiaodioufly affume all forms : for though they may 
fc^fcetimes appear in the ma(k of Tapifts, yet Popery can 
** little be faid to be the religion of their under (landing or 
confidence, as Proteftantifm, Judaifm, or the religion of 
^i^to. To tell us, there are few or no real Papifts now in 
^rttaln, is an odd fort of argument to prove the injuftice 
a °d inexpediency of the laws formerly framed againft them. 
**. this was true, it would only follow, that, probably, 
there would be lefs occafion for executing thefe laws 5 but 
11 Could furnifti no proper reafon for their repeal, while 
0tl e fuch remains in the realm, or while there is danger of. 
*uch men arifing in it. If there are no longer any real Pa- 
J^fts, thefe laws can hurt no body ; for, in that cafe, they 
" a ye no fubjefts to whom they are applicable. In the 
Stean time, if our modern enlightened Roman Catholics 
ar « fo only in name, it may be a very eafy matter for them 
*° renounce that too, and hereby gpt rid of all trouble and 

far 



fe&r ariiing from ftatutcs made agalnft meii, for ^vhoffe 
dangerous principles and practices they are no longer re- 
fponfible. But to repeal the old laws* and make new a&s 
bf toleration for them, under the name arid notion of Ro- 
man Catholics, miift be very needlefs, arid glaringly ab- 
Turd. 

If it be faid, <c that a diftin&ion may be made betweeqf 
u the Catholic principles \yhich are purely religious, an4 
" thofe which may be called political, and that Romantftf 
^ may be indulged in the one, though they qaiinot in the. 
" other, being inconfiftefit with the peace and fafety.of the 
" ftate : whereas; by the old ftatutes, they were reftrifl!- 
" ed in all, and made equally criminal for both ; as afH 
" pedrs from the tells and formulas appointed therein to' 
" be fubferibed. The latfe afts in their favour, it may be . 
" faid, proceed updn'this dijftin&ion, fo nfeceflary to main-, 
" uin religious liberty entire i. they grant relief to the Ca- 
« tholics who rejeft thfe do&riiies dangerous to fotiety* 
" though thfey caimotj in confcieijce, renounce or forfakd 
" the other articles of the Romifh. religion, fuch as tran-*- 
"" iubflanthtionj in vocation of faints, and the like. Set 
u that the Roman Catholic religion is indeed tolerated^ 
" though but in part, and fo limited as not to be hbrt- 
" ful." — But the folly and abfrirdity of this may foon ap^ 
pear to every 6n6 who reflects, that Popery is one indivi* 
fible thing, whofe pairts cannot be feparattd without de- 
ftruftion to the whole : nor can any one thin^ belonging 
to it be retained, proftfled,* or tolerated^ under the formal 
notion of a Romin Catholic doflrine, but all the reft mnff 
ieceffarily follow in its train. Its parts $re infeparably 
linked together in a chain ; deny one, and you virtually 
deny all; admit one,* and yotf interpretatively admit all*. 
Though it is poflible a miin may hold one or more of the 
particular Errors of the church of Rome, without being a 
JPapifl; yet, to bold any of them as a Papift doth, or on 

the. 



die fame ground he doth it, without admitting all of them 
without exception, certainly involves a contradittion # . 

There is the higheft reafon, therefore, why Prbteftants 
fiiould not be too hafty in crediting the boafted converfion 
and reformation of Cathodes, nor allow their ears to be 
lb eafiiy caught with a fair tale. It is fcarce poffible for 
them to be too much upon their guard againft their wiles, 

* This is an obfervation which ought dill to be particularly attended to in this 
argument : and phis confideration, we think, may be alone fufficient to vindicate 
the teft oath in England, and the formula in Scotland, appointed to be taken 
*>y fu{pe£ted Papirts, from the clamour raifed .1 gain ft them, as authoring per- 
secution for conference fake, and rendering perfons criminal merely for religious 
•pinions contrary to the ^written word of Cod. We need not examine here the 
near connection between true religion and found policy* or how far it may be 
warrantable for the civil magiftrate, in order to gain more completely the direct 
coda of his office, to interfere in certain religious opinions and practices: nor 
frallwe here inquire, how far any of thefe particular doctrines referred to, as 
■sorely religious, may be exceptionable in a political view :— tranfobftantiation, 
for example, overturns the firft and cleared dictates of reafon, and deftroys the 
Wineft teftimony of our fenfes, whereby the evidence of facts, of fuch impor- 
tance in fociety, is invalidated, and rendered doubtful; — the primacy of the 
Pope, as explained and acknowledged by Romanics, entails flavery upon na- 
tions, and natively draws after it the mod dangerous conferences ;— external 
idolatry* again, tends to alienate the worfhip, and to leflfen the veneration due 
to the fupreme God ; multiplies fuperftitious times, rites, and cuftoms, accom- 
panied with. great and needleft expence, to the detriment of the commonweal ; 
and (6 of others. Suffice it to remark, {hat, as thefe are ail diftinguifhing doc- 
trines of the Romifli church, they may, very properly, be made a teft for 
knowing Roman Catholics : and if there be any of their peculiar tenets to 
which they are known to be attached above others, and which they more freely 
and explicitly avow, they are fo much the more fit for the purpofe. And from 
the chief plave which they have in the Popifli fyftem, and from the neceftary 
connection in which they fland to one another, and the whole complex fyftem, 
their recufancy as to thefe is equivalent to the profeffion of every other tenet in 
Popery • for, according to the peculiar nature of the. Roman-Catholic prufef- 
fioo, he that acknowledges himfelf a Catholic in thefe points, renders himfelf 
tritey of all the reft. B«fides, the rcRgious doctrines of Pa pi ft s, and thofe called 
T*Htical 9 are (o interwoven, and mutually dependent upon each other, that it 
" *«t poffible, either in theory or practice, totally to feparate them. But herein 
'apifts differ from all other fecit } and what is here faid, by way of apology for 
lb* laws and religious tefrs, Jo far as they refpect Papifts, cannot apply equally 
* «t*tr religions, not at all affect the cafe of other diflenter*. 
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er too fufpicious of their flrong pretentions of frie'ndfli}] 
or if diftruft and jealoufy can here be carried to a fault, 
appears to be the inoft reafonable, as well as the fafe 
extreme. Though Popery, like the Trojan horfe* we: 
no hoftile appearance, when filing for accefs, yet it wil 
one time or other, be found big with latent mifchicf : a: 
thofc who, in a fond fit of unwary kindntfs, and miftaki 
hofpitality, pull down the walls and bulwarks of th^ 
kws to admit it, may, at Lift, pay dear for their credulh; ^^a 

■■ ■ miferi, qua tanta infat:ia f aves T 

Creditis aveftos hojles ? aut ulla putatts 
Dona carere dolts Danaum ? Jtc tutus Ulyffcs ? 
■■ Allqu'u latet error > equo ne credite Tcucri. 

O wretched countrymen \ what fury reigns ? 
• What more than madnefs hath poffefs'd your brains?* ~ 
Think yon the Grecians from your coafh are gone? 
And are Ulyfles* arts no better known ? — 
— Something is fure defign'd, by fraud or force : 
Truft not thdr prcfents, nor admit the horie. 

Drtd. Vi* <s~ 

That religion, as we have feen, gives but too muci 
countenance. to the infernal arts of hypocrify and deceit 
and its profeflbrs have ever appeared fofficiently (killed * a 
thefe, when they have had a favourite defign in view ; or 
when their own particular interefts, or that of their party* 
required them. They are fruitful in expedients; and » 
they mean to folicit favours, they very well know wb^ 
method is moft calculated to fucceed. They will fpeak 3 n 
the mildeft tone, and hide the cloven foot as much as po ^ 
fible. Every one who has looked into the hiftory of pa ^ 
times, knows that it is nothing new for them to aflbmt * 
counterfeit characters, the moft oppofite to their real, an ** 
to profeis to be of a fpirit and principles which have nc5*^ 
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:fte*remoteft affinity or refemblance to thtir own. They 
JviU take care to avoid thrcatenings, bluftering, and vio- 
ence, when thefe would only hurt thernfclves; nor are 
Jjcy*iuch fools as to (hew their weapons when they cannot 
irike. So the froward child will be quiet, while the rod 
5 over him : the thief will be honeft, till he meet with his 
>pport unity ; and the aillifin and traitor may fometimes be 
bupd penitent, when the halter is about his neck, or (he 
latchet before his face. — How often have the crafty friends 
>f Rome given a temporary and feemingly hearty compli- 
mce with that government which they have been fecretly 
mdermiaing, and plighted their allegiance to tfyat prince 
svhofe ruin they have been plotting. In all the contefts 
which the Britifh monarchs have managed with the Papal 
3ee» there have not been wanting numbers, even of the 
rlergy, who pretended to take fide with the prince, readily 
"irbmitting themfelves to the regal prerogative, in oppofttion 
:o the fupremacy of the Pope. Thefe fupple fycophants 
nave, by turns, obeyed the ftrongeft mafter, abounding, for 
he time, in profeffions of loyalty, refuting no afts of fealty, 
xrupling, in appearance, no oaths or tefts j till they could • 
igain conveniently (hake off the fetters, and betray the 
2aa{e of their king and country # . In every preceding age 

Papifts 

• Thb might be iHnftrTted, by abundance of examples, in the days of tbt 
4enrys> Edwards, John, Elifaberh, &c^- Jirft before the confpiracy of Basing- 
Dn, againft the life of that queen, and tor fetting up a Popifh pictender by 
brce of arms, the parry then, to bide the matter, and deceive the government, . 
»uolHhed a book to this e.Tetfc, " Thjt food Catholics were to enrp'oy no other * 

* aims a£3inft their prince bat the arms of primi:ive ChrlrHans, tears and daily 

* prayerf .** — Before King James I. Irft Scotland, the body of Englim Papifts 
lad Tent their agents into Scotland to wait on him, offering great promrre? of 
tdelfty /or his protection, and tampering fecretly for a public toleration; and 
■Ftarward* tb:y prcfented fuppficaticas and addrefits one upon another, ftyling 
h\ta 9 Mofi puiffant prince, and orient monarch; ** courting and bctrayiag/* as 
»ne Ayr, li faluting and fmiting, in the vi!ef> and mo ft perfidious manner." 
A.nd this we-k prince was but too much difyofid to liften to their fyrei fang, 
till he and the whole ration were aim oft drawn into the whirlpool of dertruc- 
Moo.. They pretended more than ordinary loyalty even at the very junftura 
*vfcen they were going iato the dcepHt tre.ibn. "WhenUre gun.pow4er pfot was 
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Papifts wtre to be found, who, with the feme facility, aoi 
with equal confidence, could condemn, renounce, and ab- 
jure too, the fcandalous doftrines of depofing kings, break- 
ing faith, deftroying heretics, &TV. as any of our modern 

in agitation, a pamphlet appeared, called, The Lay Catholic's Petition, offered 
to his Majefty for toleration of Popery j whereto they protefted their fidelity and 
unfeigned love to his Majefty, offering to be bound life for life, with good fure- 
ties for their loyal behaviour : yet, at the inftant when this petition was exhi- 
biting, their chief leaders were labouring, with all their might, to (hake the x 
pillars and whole frame, of the kingdom to fliivers. When they thought their 
plot fure of fuccefs, Father Garnet was plea fed to talk much of bulls and man* 
dates from his Holinefs to charge all the priefls and their Catholic flocks in 
England to carry themfelves with profound peace and quiet. He lent Faux to 
Rome with a letter to the Pope, fupplicating, '• That commandment might 
" come from his Holinefs, or elfe from Aquaviva the general of the Jefuits, for 
" (laying of all commotions of the Catholics in England ; * farther requeuing, 
" that his Holinefs would pleafe to in join this profound quiet and filence among 
" the Catholics, on the penalty of the cenfures of the church to be inflicted on 
t€ the difobedient." After the difcovery of the plot, when a teft was required 
of them, of the fame nature with that appointed by the late aft for' the relief of 
the Roman Catholics, both the laity and clergy, with Blackwell their fupcrior, 
took it without fcruple, till they were prohibited from doing it, by the confifto*' 
ry of Rome, under pjin of damnation.*— So likewife, afterwards, upon forming 
the Popifh plot againft Charles II. a nobie lord of the party drew up a fine apo- 
logy in their behalf, beginning with thefe fweet words, " My lords and gentle- 
" men, the arms which Chdiftians can ufe againft lawful powers, in their fe- 
u verity, are only prayers and tears."— And in that, and the fubfequent rei^n 
when they had a prince of their own religion, what ftrange guifes did they put 
on, and what new fpurious principles did they pretend to adopt ? They cried out 
upon persecution, and all force and fe verity in matters of religion,} became the 
warm eft advocates for religious freedom ; fet on foot acts of toleration* and in- 
dulgences for tender confeiences, while all ;hey meant by them was only to pare 
the way for the eftabli foment of their own religion j which they were convinced 
could only be done in this gradual and indirect method. It was, no doubt, 
ibmewhat extraordinary to hear liberty f confeience, and univerfdl toleratinn, the 
current laoguge of a Popifh court, and the conftant burden of the edict* and pro- 
clamations of a bigotted aibitrary fovereign, whofe confeience and councils werc^^^ 
entirely in the management of Jefuitical priefts. But though nothing couic^^^ 
poflibly be more contrary to the true genius and principle* of their religion rha*.^^r-\ 
thefe means, yet they fcrupjed not to have recourfe to them, and to plead f «-^ t 
thclawfulnefs of them, when they ferved to advance their darling project, m. «~^ d 
promifed to haften their much defired revolution. Memor. for Proteft. p. *^ ^5. 
JUft. of the Engl. College of Douay, p.- i$. Nova Britannia, or Planting- »» 
Virginia, Lond. to" op. Speech of Sir Edw. Coke at the Trial of the Trotter ^--5.. 
If watt's Serm. f. is. Burnet, Hijl. of bis own times. Hift. of Engl. 
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-Catholics; while yet they were maintained at Rome, aod 
- continued to be taught, and occafionally praftifed, to the 
great difturbance and danger of fociety, and perhaps by 
thefe very perfons who had renounced them. So that I 
lenow no fufficient reafon for believing that either Popery 
or Papifts are really different. from what they were in times 
paft ; nor do I fee what caufe we have to truft more to 
their integrity, liberal principles, their kind and humane 
difpofitions, than our fathers had. Men of freer fenti- 
ments, of honefty, humanity, and generous and charitable 
difpofitions, doubtlefs, may be among them : — (6 there 
have always been. Perhaps, too, individuals of this de- 
scription may now be more commonly found among them 
than in fome former periods. But we fpeak of the fociety, 
-TOt of individuals which compofe it. We fpeak not of them 
as men, but as Papifts. We fpeak not of perfons which 
are perifhing, but of their faith which is perpetual. We 
have nothing to do with private difpofitions, which are cvejr 
precarious, changeable, and flu&uaflng ; but of the public 
Ipirit and principles of their religion, which are fixed and 
permanent ; and thefe, alas, will be ever at war with ge- 
nerous fentiments, and the beft difpofitions. — What can, 
at this moment, be urged in exculpation of Popery, or 
for the pretended reformation of its profefTors, which could 
not, with equal truth and plaufibility, have been pled long 
ago in their favour ? They are but trying again their old 
fallacious arts, and to fuffer ourfelves to be deceived by 
them, would befpeak the greateft weaknefs and fimplicity. 
They are filly birds, indeed, who allow themfelves, again 
and again, to be taken in the fame fnare. 

But it will be faid, €t All furmifes and jealoufies of this 
* c kind muft be as groundlefs as they are uncharitable. 
• c Is not all danger to the ftate, which might otherwife 
u arife from the fuppofed dangerous principles of Papifts, 
V. cffe&ually provided againft by the oath required of 
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" them in the aft for their relief ? Hereby aH their politics/ 
4C herefies are folemnly abjured, and the raoft ample alfe- 
(( giance to the king and government promifed, and fworo. 
u Ought not this to put their principles and loyalty beyond 
fC all reafonable doubt? What is more facred than an oath? 
*« or what farther fecurity can a government demand or ob* 
u tain for the fidelity and gQod behaviour of any fubje&s 
u whatever *?" —This reafoning is more fpecious than 
fatisfaftory in the prefent cafe, as may evidently appear . 
' from fomc things already advanced : but, as great ftreft 
feems to be laid upon this, we may confider it a little mors 
particularly. Nothing, it is granted^ can be more facred 
jtban an oath. Hence it has juftly been confidered, by aH 
nations, as the laft and higheft appeal in important matter* 
*>f doubt and difficulty ; and an oath for confirmation is the 

• " The Roman Catholics in England and Ireland, where the repeal haa al- 
** ready taken place, have not been wanting in their dutiful correfpondence $ 
" they have given every proof required of their attachment to their kfog *$d 
••• country, and, in the moft fetred and ibleoin manner, purged thcmfelves and 
'• threir religion of thofe execrable tenets, which had been fo unjufMy laid to 
•* their c>arge~— " The Roman Catholics have given, and arc ftill ready to 
u give, the mr.ft convincing proofs that can be de fired of their attachment to 
* their king and country j they have in the moft folcmn manner, in the name 
" of the great God that made them, renounced, with abhorrence,- thofe impious 
*■ tenets which have been laid to their charge." — " It is honourable for them, 
** that their tenets have been declared harmlcfs in the pa-liament itfelf, and not 
'** in the leaft contrary to the quiet and tranquility of the (late, without one 
" (ingle voice in either iioufe to gainfay it. The equitable part of mankind 
" wilt readily allow, that this declaration, joined to the folemn renunciation- 
** upon oath, which the Catholics in England have already made, of the im- 
" pious tenets falfely inicf to their charge, and which thofe in th*is country are 
" ready to make whenever it is required of them, is fully fufficient to convince 
'« the world of their innocence ; and it will even feem a very odd undertaking 
•' to attempt to fix thefe impious tenets opon\hem, wheher they will or not, 
*' and in fpite of fuch evidence to the contrary."-— " In faft, we have not heard 
** of a tingle Papift in England or Ireland, who hat made the leait ftt-up'le to 
u take" the oath of allegiance preicribed by the late afts.of their refpe&ivc par- 
•« liamen's; although the abjuration of all the forementioned tenets be ex- 
M prefsly contained in it. From Hiis conduct of the Biitifh Catholics is deduced 
■*• an argument, which, I apprehend, is alone dedfive of the queftion in debate, 
" &€." Aufw. to Mr. 17. A* D.'s Lett, to G. K. p. 10, 11, 13, and ijo. 
*£r*Jm. Lett. 
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. tod of all Jlrife. ' Yet it is well known, there are many 
things, which, from their nature or concomitant circum- 
Jiances, cannot be referred to this decifion, and in which 
oaths can with no propriety be admitted, nor deemed fatis- 
faftory though taken. And of this kind, we humbly judge, 
the prefent cafe to be. The folemnity of an oath can, by 
no means, determine what are 'the real dottrines of the 
church of Rome, nor confequently what is the faith, or 
what (hall be the future conduft of her members. If they 
were Poplfh principles before, which are renounced, as the 
fcbjeftion and indeed the nature of that oath of abjurattoft 
foppoies, no oaths whatever can make them ceafe to be fo v 
nor annul their influence, nor prevent their effe&s upon the 
confeience and praftice of a Papift. Such an oath from a 
profeffed Papift, acknowledged as fuch, and continuing fuch, 
is utterly prepofterous> and entirely infignificant : it runs 
counter to his known principles, to his previous engage- 
ments, and t» the religious profeflion which he ftill conti* 
nues to make. Such an oath in him muft originate purely 
from ignorance, error, or perfidy, and is, ipfo faBo y de- 
flru&ive ©f the fwearer's own faith and continence, and 
therefore can deferve very little credit from another. He 
that fwcars again ft principle declares to all the world, that 
he ought not to be believed. Can fuch an oath be reafon- 
ably fuppofed to terminate all fufpicion, when not only every 
concurring evidence to render it credible is wanting, but alfir 
the ftrongeft imaginable appears, on the other fide, to de- 
ftroy its credibility ? Or can it be deemed want of charity 
'to make the fame account of an oath of this kind as the 
fwearer himfelf muft do ? for the Papift will frankly own, 
that if this oath, or any oath whatever he can fwear, be, 
in the leaft, oppofite to the doftrine of the Catholic church, 
it is not obligatory upon him : it ought neither to be taken, 
ftor kept, and therefore ftioutd not be believed or truftcd. 

When it is maturely contidered, it is indeed hard to fay 
whether this oath be a greater reproach to the wifdom and 
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Tagacity of the legiflature in requiring it, or to the hbnefty 
and fincerity of the jurors for taking it. It is a ftrange fort 
of compromife betwixt the government and the indulged^ 
whereby the latter are bound to facVifice a part of their re- 
ligious fyftem as a condition of preferving the reft; while it 
cannot truly anfwer the purpofes of either. It is not fufficient 
for the purpofe of a full fecurity to the one, nor confident 
with the defign of a free and full toleration to the other. It 
is infufficient for the former, becaufe many things are want T 
ing in it, eflentially necefTary to complete the fecurity of 
a Proteftant government, particularly the fpiritual fupre- 
macy of the Pope, the infallibility of the church, and im- 
plicit faith in all her decifions, which conftitute the very life 
and quintefTence of Popery, and comprehend every othei 
part of it in them, which, not being abjured, make the 
abjuration of the other particulars in the Oath, .or any other* 
whatever belonging to Popery, pure mockery and illufton. 
It is equally inconfiftent with the latter; becaufe, while tht 
aft profefTes to give relief to Roman Catholics, the condi- 
tionally oath, on the matter, requires them to be none o1 
that number, before they can (hare of the promifed relief 
for I aver, and hope have already proved, that fome, iJ 
hot all, of the abjured tenets as really belong to the prin- 
ciples of the church of Rome, as tranfubftantiation, or th< 
worfhip of images. This oath, therefore* is lame on bott 
JCdes ; and errs on two oppofite extremes. It errs in de- 
fect, while it requires a partial and inconfiftent abjuradoc 
©f Popery, inftcad of an entire, formal* and complete 
one : — it errs in excefs, while it encroaches on the princi- 
ples, and infringes the faith of the tolerated, requiring 
him to contradict his own profeflion. It afks too little 
and it afks too much: — it afks lefs than a Prbteftant go 
rernment ought to have ; it afks more than a Papift cai 
grant. For no Papift has his faith, or declarations aboa 
it, in his own power ; he cannot, in this refpeft, go be 
#ond the prtfeription of the church, to fay, or fwear, el- 
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titer good or bad. It is not permitted him, in this man-, 
ncr, to make free with her do&rine or privileges, nor, at 
Jiis pleafure, refign the prerogatives, or abridge, cpntraft, -' 
sirid circumfcribe the immenfe authority of the fovereigtt 
pontiffs. And fuch as have fworn to the Catholic faith, 
or previoufly taken the oath of canonical obedience # , can* 
xiot do fo without direft perjury. Or though any of theni 
ihould be guilty of fuch preemption, the power of the 
church muft, after all, be paramount to every thing elfe f : 
and her laws, by a kind of omnipotence, muft annihilate 
all other laws, deeds, oaths, contrary thereto. Oaths and 
engagements of this fort, muft, to the cool reflexion of a 
Catholic, or when he is better inftrufted, appear in no 
other light than a bond of iniquity, which he may break 
the firft opportunity, without needing fo much as a Papal 
difpenfation to warrant him, they being condemped by Po* 
pifh cafuiftry and divinity as null arid void from the begin- 
ning. Every one who, without the permiflion of holy 
See, thus betrays and gives away its rights, muft be in the 
utmoft hazard of being defied with heretics 5 and indeed 
ie will bear one mark of a real one, being condemned of 
himfelf. If the Pope be tiow as zealous for the caufe as 
bis predecefTors, and if he be not himfelf turned heretic, 
lie will not furely look on as an unconcerned fpeftator, btK 
fpeedily put a flop to fuel} a dangerous kind of commerce. 

*■* The canonical oath, appointed to be taken by the dignitaries of the Rorai A 

«Hurch, contains the following claufes: ** J will carefully conserve, defend, and 

* c promote the rights, honour, privileges, and authority of the Pope. I will 

** not be in any counfel, fact, or treaty, in which any thing prejudicial to the 

** perfon*, rights^ or power of the Pope is conttived j and, if I {hall know any 

* c i"urh things treated of by any whatfoever, I will, to the utmoft of my power, 

h * binder them, and, with all poflible fpeed, fignify them t,o the Pope. I will* 

<c to the utmoft of my power> obferve the Pope's commands, and make others 

•* obfer»e them, &c."— If the rights and dignities of the Pope and thofe of an 

Englifh monarch be inconfiftent, as they undoubtedly are, (as both, for inftance, 

cannot be head of the churcn, yet both pretend it), how can any fwcarto main* 

tain both ? or vt bich of the two oaths may a Paplft be luppofed to reckon moft 

facied and obligatory? 

Gg The 



C 234 3 

The fame offence formerly hath made their bulls to bellow 
and (pit fire * : and the thunder of their power what timid 
(bu of iuperftition can withftand. 

Or if he who pretends to have all laws (hut up in his -^ 

own bresft, fhould yield a little to the neceflity of circum- 

fiances, and either overlook or dirc&ly difpenfe with fuch 
fwCaiiug, (for difpenfations of this fort have unqueftion- 

• The oa'h .f allegiance fr.imeJ for Faplfls, and taken by many of theni i^?~ in 
the reign ol James T. wnich wa> foexp.cfsly piohibtted an i foiemuly condemnor .arcd 
by Rome, (fee the note in page 1.15), was very Utile di.Verent from that no^zz^ow 
injoined on them, and taken by them ; as the ro*der may readily perceive W~ by 
comparing them together. He will find a copy ol both in the Appendix* . T\mn^ hit 
wife king has probably the me; it of -having furniflied our modern poliiiciaa^ssiKans 
with the firft idea and architype of their teft : and it feems to be perfectly or^fe* -«f a 
piece with the other politics of that monarch. It was fuch a favourite meafc^^ - 2fure 
of bis that he laboured mightily, with his royal pec, to promote its fucce ^ f«» 

thinking the Gordian knot fo fad tied, that no wit of man couid loofe it, a^x. and 
that, if Roman Catholics could be once caught herein, they muft be fore -=^^ever 
tied firmly to his throne. But how eg region fly was he deceived, not confider-aaK: -s:rii>f 
the genius of the perfons, and the religion he had to dovti'h? His boar ^asafted 
kingcraft was overmatched and outwitted by Jefuitical pricftcraft. If they - had 

not art enough to untie the knot, they had a fpiritual fword ready to cut-^aw jt it. 
Accordingly they derided hi* folly (and not altogether ur.juftly) for imagicr^^Bw niag 
that the confehnces of Catholics, were to be bour.d by fuch ropes of ftraw^ ■-', or 
caught and held by fuch cobw.b . Let us hear the words of Pafchenius, ui^^^-vho, 
as well as Belkrmine, wrote againft the king, and in condemnation of the oaa^K- *th; 
and they are words which deferve the particular attention of our prefent lrg^^^ajifla. 

tors :— u Scd vide in tanta aftut'ia, quanta fit fimpl'icitas / Cum omnem fie =f/. 

u Mem in eo jura?nento fibi JlatuiJJ'c:,, &c. See, in fo great craft, what ^^^^rat 
«' fimplicity doih bewray itfelf. When he had placed all his fecurity in 'Art 

** oath, he thought he hid found fuch a manner of oath, knit with fo raaa«nany 
*' circumftantcs, that it could not, with fafety of conference, by any me^=~ *«, 
" be d>fii>lvcd by any man. But he could. not fee, that, if the Pope did dil "aToJre 
" that oath, all the tviugs of it, whether of performing fidelity to the kin ^g« or 
•• of admitting no difpsnfaiior, would be di flo Uei together. Yea, 1 wil-sl ^ a Y 
*' aaochfr ♦h'ng *hich is more admirable. You know, I fuopofe, tha*^ * n 
u unjuil oatu, i! ir \.z evidently known, or openly declared to be fuch, bin. ^«" tn 
" no mar, but is ipfo fafio null. That the king's oath is unjuft, ha:h to^« n 
4< fufficient'v dec'areo by the paftor of the church himfelf. You ce, therer af*^ Te » 
** that the obligation of it is vaniflicd into fmoke: fo that the bond, whic *** 7 
{t fo many wife m.n was thought to be of iron, is become lefa than of hr^*- *^"* 
B. P. Eptft. J. R. Bp. UJbcr, Scrm. lef. tbt Commons, 16x0. 



C 235 ] 

:en granted *), yet this will nothing mend the matter. 
onduft mud arife only from the profpeft of greater 
ige to the Catholic caufe ; and whatever is thus dif- 

difpenTing pqwer hath been ufed occasionally ia all the three tfngdoms. 
firming of Qiieen Elifabeth's rtign the C At holies were permitted, for 
9 go to church, and make a /hew of conformity to the efral)li<hed 
and the Pop* in 1580, when Campian and Parfon» came into England, 
>enf»tion to them to fubmit to ttie q ieen in temporals, but with thii 
, the cafethui ftandlnf; accordingly ihey were fojn after dif«. barged 
r allegiance, and prohibited, under the higheft paint, from obeying 
Allen, at the time of the Spaniih armament, fignified to her fubjefti, 
were bomd iu conference to de! ier up her armies, cities, caftlcs, &c, 
g of Spain, beeiu'e the q icen could ni longer have a property in any 
*he Iri:7i Catholics were UloweJ to obferve the fame conduct, till 
K>rtuniiies oT^rcd for revolt and rebellion, in which they never failed 
uraged by the Roman See; witnefs the rebellion of Shan O NeaJe, 
n 1580 by Janes Fita-Maurite, who undertook to reduce the kinp- 
rland into the obedience of Rome, and was fnf lifhed by the Pope with 
m of money, a confecrated banner, letters of recommendation, c>(.-— 
fill, afterwards difpenfed, in like manner, with the Mm for their 
the queen, till he had fome confidence of the earl of Tyrone's fuc- 
ben he wrote to him ft y ling him his dear fin, wilhhig him all health j 
on he called an holy league, promifing an happy fucceis: " God," 
* will fight for you, and tread your enemies under your feet.''— Dif- 
, in that age, were no lefs common in Scotland. About the fame 
Campian got a d fpcnf&tion for himfelf and the E'jglith Catholics, 
"uits and prie^s came over into Scotland, and difp»n£».riont were inter- 
sing from Rome, whereby the Catholics there were permitted to pro- 
at, fubferibe, and do what elfe mould be required of them, provided 
nd and heart they continued firing Thefe perfiiijus practices, of P>* 
fo notorious at that time, that the national covenant, fworn and fub- 
King James VI. in 1 581, and enjoined on all ranks of persons, con- 
iijl and particular abj«jra:ion of Popery, bear* the f>lloving claufe : 
sing'that many are ftirred no by Satan, and that R >man Antichrift, 
life, fwear, fubfcr.be, and for a time ufe the hoiy facra-nrnts in the 
ceit fully, againft their own coifcicnce ; miudii.g hereby, firlt^ under 
•rnal cloak of religion, to <orrupt and fubvert frcretly G.xf s true reli- 
thin the kirk, and afterward, when time may ferve, to be;ome open 
t and perftcutors of the fame, under vain hope of the Pope's difpen- 
devlfed againft the word of God to his greater confufidn, and their 
condemnation in the day ot the Lord Jefus ; we therefore, &c." See- 
ant at large in the Appendix. Hift. of Engl. Bennet's Memo*, of 
or mat. p. 3X, 33. Tang, Account of Rom. Doftr. Stevenf. Hift, of 
of Seal. Introd, vol. i. /. 150. Spotfwoufs Hift. p, .308. 
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penfed with is confidered under the notion of fevil, and a* ' 
deftitutc in itfelf of any moral or intrinfic obligation : and 
that fame plenitude of power which can grant liberty to 
men to take fuch oaths, can at pleafure again recal it, and 
ferves equally well the purpofe of violating them. Nor 
<Jan any annexed claufe, difclaiming the difpenlipg power, 
be any real fecurity againft this danger ; for whoever can' 
take upon him tb difpenfc with the matter of the oath, can 
as eafily abfolve from that circtunftance of it, difclaiming 
difpenfations. It is no fufficient evidence that Papifts do. 
not believe the doftrine of the difpenfing power, or that 
they will not take the benefit of it in fuch a cafe as the. 
prefent, that tk«y have continued to refufe other oaths re- 
quired of them by the laws *. For though it be true, 
that the difpenfing power, abftra&ly confidered, may be 
applied to any engagements or oaths whatever 5 yet it is to 
be remembered, that the doctrine of difpenfations, like 

• A certain Reverend Doctor, ia a late public debate, baring obferved that' the 
Roman Catholics bad now given all the fecurity for their being good fabjecfe, 
and goed members of fociety, which the wifdom, not only of man, but ereo the* 
vrifdom of God, could derife, — proceeds j V I know it is alledged, that they 
" either bite, or might procure a difpenfation from the Pope, to fwear any 
" oath, however contrary to their principles: but this, I /am fatisfied, is net, 
*' the cafe j for, if fuch a difptnfation could be procured, would not fome Ro- 
<( man Catholics, on former occanpns, have procured a difpenfation to take the 
«• oaths required by law, when their doing fo would have put it in their power 
<* to promote the Roman-Catholic intereft ? and yet it is well known, that, 
" until the prefent time, they had all of them fubmitted to great hardships ra- 
«< ther than take fach oaths."-— *« It is well known," fays another, u that ia 
« England Papifts had it in their power to relieve themfelves, by meant of cer- 
- " tain oaths, before the pacing of the late aft. But thofe oaths were different 
" from that now enacted. Now a man who thinks he may take oaths, and be -= 
" under no. obligation, or who thinks he has it in his power to obtain adif- - 
« pension feem that obligation, has no reafon to make any diftinclion between -sa 
«« one oath and another. The difpenfing power ferves equally for all. Now^ 
« that thofe in England, who, on no confederation, could be induced to takes 
" the oaths formerly required, do not hefitate to take that required by the latsaai 
" aft, is evidence fufficient to a reafonable perfon, that they confider this asaai 
<' what they may, with a good conference, take, but not the former.'* Delate*-' 
in the Synod of Lothian t etc. Caledon. Merc. No. 8934. Dr. Camfb. Addrefl± 
to the Peofle of Scot I. ufon the Alarms, etc. ch. ii. />. 3a. 
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that of breaking faith with heretics, is only admitted by 
the Romanifts with certain reftri&ions, and is to be redi*- 
ced to practice only on fome particular occafions, and for 
fpecial ends. And though there 16 little reafon to doubt 
but that Papifts, under the influence of this principle, may 
fometimes carry diffimulation as far as it can poffibly go, 
even fo far as, in fome fuppofeable circumftances, to make 
a direft and formal renunciation of Popery altogether, for 
a time ; nor is it at all improbable, that fome of them, one 
time or other, have fwallowed all the oaths hitherto re- 
quired of them ; yet that this can ordinarily contribute to 
the advancement of the Catholic intereft, (the great reafon 
and common pretence for ufing the difpenfing power), 
none furely will affirm. Such a fcene of diffimulation and 
perjury, as it would be more palpably (hocking to every 
principle of integrity and confeience, which can never be 
totally eradicated, fo it could not long be fupported with- 
. 0ut evident detriment to their caufe : in order to gain the 
finalleft credit, they would be obliged to ceafe from every 
aft of their religion, and all explicit appearances for it, 
which, if it were allowed, and generally obtained in any 
place for a confiderable time, would iffue in its fpeedy ex- 
tinction, rather than its promotion. This may fufficiently 
account for Roman Catholics generally refufing the former 
oaths. In this refpeft, there is the greatefl difference be- 
tween thefe and the new one* And though poffibly their 
principles and confeiences might otherwife be got recon- 
ciled to the old as well as the new, yet they could not 
hope to gain the fame purpofes by them. Common fenfe, 
good policy, and the intereft of their- church, equally for- 
bid Papifts to take them; and the pernicious maxim of 
dting evil that good may come 9 will not here fb readily 
apply. 

Further, it ought to be confidered, what great danger 
there is of this oath being taken in an equivocal fenfe, quite 

different 
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different froin the meaning of the impofers, in which cafe 
it cannot be a real teft of the fwearer's loyalty, or politi- 
cal orthodoxy, or of any thing elfe. There is great rea- 
fon to believe, that as many Papifts, through eagernefe to 
grafp at the proffered relief, will not allow thcmfelves fcru- 
puloufly to examine whether it be entirely confonant to 
their principles or not, fo others will torture the expreC- 
fions in it, that they may affume a fenfe fomeway confident 
therewith, though deftruftive of the fenfe of the legifla- 
ture. For, indeed, without the aid of a double meaning, 
or a fecret refer ved fenfe of their own, it is not eafy to fee 
how any Papift could be induced to take it ; the oppofition 
between the legal conftru&ion of fome of the claufes and 
their principles being fo glaring. For inflance, the fwear- 
er proniifes, " to bear true allegiance to his majefty, and 
" to defend him to the utmoft of his power againfl all 
" confpiracies, or attempts whatever, againft his perfbn, 
" crown, or dignity." Now, if all public oaths, parti- 
cularly oaths of allegiance, are to be explained by the 
Handing laws of the realm, and acjmit not of a private in- 
terpretation, as is doubtlefs the truth, how csn a Papift 
fwear, or give this allegiance in its full extent ? Is not the 
eccleiiaftical fupremacy, ever fince the days of Henry VIII. 
made a legal prerogative of the crown, and part of the 
dignity of an Engliih king ? Is not this as much the mat r 
ter of competition and conteft betwixt him and the Pope, 
as the temporal fupremacy itfelf is ? How then fhall a Ca- 
tholic maintain his faith, and defend the king's dignity at 
the lame time, of which this makes a part; or think it his 
duty to difclofe or hinder all corifpiracics againft it? If a 
defi^n were formed by Papifts (as it is indeed already, and 
always formed by them) for reftoiing the fpiritiial fupre- 
macy to the Pope, as its rightful owner, and to ftrip the 
king of it, would this be a confpiracy againft the dignity of 
the crown, or would it not ? In the fenfe of the legillature, 
and in the eye of the law, it certainly would, and confe-. 
2 qucntly 
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quently be a breach of the oath. But, in the opinion of 
the Catholic, it certainly is not fo confidered, otherwife he 
could have no reafon to fcruple the oath of fiipremacy. 
Again, he promifes, in like manner, u to maintain, fup- 
" port, and defend, the fucceffion of the crown in his ma- 
" jeftyY family, agaitift any pcrfon or perfons whatever." 
Muft not this neceflarily mean an engagement to maintain; 
the fucceffion as it was fettled by the aft for that purpofe 
after the Revolution, in which it Is exprefly provided, that 
the fucceflbr fliall ftili be a Proteftant? But can we fup- * 
pofe that a Papift can, % in earneft, ' mean that he will, to 
the utmoft of his power, hinder one of his own religion 
from inheriting the throne, or that they can be the faithful 
guardians of the Proteftant fucceffion, any more than they 
can be truly convinced that the family, which they are re- 
quired to abjure, was juftly expelled, or could forfeit all 
right to the crown by being of their religion ? Inftances 
might alfb be given in the other claufes of the path, where- 
by they declare it " to be abfolutely unlawful to deftroy 
• c any perfon or perfons whatfoever, for or under pre- 
" tence of their being heretics •," and impious to aflert, 
,f that no faith is to be kept with heretics ; or that princes 
<c "excommunicated may be dcpofed ;" and in that declar- 
Jbg, " that the Pope hath not, nor ought to have, any 
c< temporal jurifdiction, power, fuperiority, or pre-emj- 
u nence, directly or indirectly,' within the realm." As all 
thefe doctrines are admitted, in one fhape or other, by al- 
moft ail Roman Catholics, they muft be underftood by 
them in a fenfe very different from that of Proteftants. 
For where is the man among them who will fcruple to fay, 
that herefy, and in their view Pfoteftantifm, is a crime for 
which perfons may have their liberty, property, dignities, 
and life, taken awa'y, at leaft by the civil judge, and 'in 
thefe places where Popery is the predominant and fettled 
religion? Which of them all will fairly acknowledge, that 
the former cruelties inflicted upon thofe called by them 

novclifts 
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ftovelifts and heretics, under the forms of law, were 
murder or perfecution ? And though they may perhapsi 
own, that promifes and engagements that have no relation 
to religion ought to be kept with fuch, yet who will fay 
the fame of thofe made contrary to their faith, and to the 
prejudice of the Catholic caufe ? And every one knows, 
that the Papal fupremacy is always explained and under- 
ftood in fuch a fenfe as to include a fuperiority and jurik 
diftion over all perfons, kings not excepted, extending di- 
reftly or indire&ly 'to temporals alfo ; and what good Ca- 
tholic but muft affert, that his Holinefs either hath, or ought 
to have, this fupremacy over every prince in Chriftendom* 
yea, in all the world ?— So ecclefiaftical ceafures are al- 
ways fuppofed by Papifts to produce civil incapacities, 
which implies, of courfe, the depoiition of excommuni- 
cated princes. Were our modern Papifts to explain their 
fentiments fully and particularly upon thefe heads, they 
would, I am convinced, be found ths fame at bottom with 
thofe of their predecefTors. The very doftrines which 
they fo folemnly difclaim as impious and damnable, they 
would be found, in a certain fenfe, ft ill to retain, allow, 
and defend as vigoroufly as ever ; and the lateft writing! 
of the party afford iitfScieat reafon for this allegation *. 

But 

• The author of The Life ofCarditutl Pole, published Tome time ago in Eng- 
land, has had the audacity to vindicate the Shocking cruelties of Mary's reign, , 
and would pcrfuade the reader, that the burning of fo mmy Proteftants was no^a 
perfecution, but the neceifary infliction of juftice.— -Another hero of the canfe « 
has, with no lefs effrontery, more lately taken the defence of all the penal lawaaj 
e nailed on the fcore of herefy, and the barbarous execution of them in ct 
country, fiucc Aaiichriftianifin prevailed in the world. Accordingly he aw 
the principle, that herefy is a crime that ought to be capitally punifhed, andtb 
■o authority on earth can protect thofe who are, by the church, accufed 
condemned for this, without contradicting the juft laws of God and mang 
though indeed, the better to colour the marter, like the persecutors in the Pa— ■ 
gan world, he has recourfe to the (tale and falfe pretence, that the opinions oe^ 
thofe who fullered for religion were dangerous to the public peace, and 
to faction, fedition, rebellions, and what not; though it be fufficiently known 
that Uefe inhuman laws were both made and executed on the fcore of herefy si 

frcb 



C *4t 3 

. Slit befides the ambiguity of the expreifions themfelvi»i 
fend the different fenfes which may be impofed upon them, 

it 

Aach^ and that the doctrines for which men were fo feverely punirtied were, fof 

the rooft part, fuch as could not in themfelves be in the leaft inimical tofociety, 

tor diftarbing to the public peace, farther than as Chrifiianity, and the gpfpel of 

trtoth itfelf, may accidentally and eventually be in the world, through their de« 

cetfary oppofition to corrupt efbbliihments, and wicked laws and cuftoms. Nor 

can thcfe reafonably be condemned as enemies to the public tranquillity, or the" 

Authority of lawg and government, who, like the Jews in the Perfian empire, 

f&ood tor the defence of their lives, when, infte^ad of being protected, and fuf- 

fcrcd to live quietly, they were, without cuife, devoted to deduction. But it 

fa* abfolutely needful to exhibit thefc innocent and worthy fufferers as feditioutl 

j>eifons, and to rnetamorphofe them into rebels and traitors, in order to find the 

Shadow of a plaufihle plea for their peneefctors ; juit as Nero, of old time, wai 

-wont fir ft to drefs the Chnftians in the fkins of wild beads, and then to expofc 

t hcm, ia that difiuife, in the amphitheatre, to be devoured by the- dogs and 

||ons $ though one may think, that a Roman Catholic has Utile need to fheltef 

f^i mfclf under this falfe covering^ who believes that herefy as fuch, or mere er- 

^fs a gain ft the faith, are (late crimes which deferve the puniflimcnt of fire. 

-jfine fame writer greatly applauds his patty for taking the new oath; and vehe- 

yfrmcntly labours to exculpate thtm from the charge of holding any of the impious 

»«) damnable tenets therein abjured) yet even when engaged in this eiprefs 

-sfign> and though pleading for the benefit of toleration, he is at great paint t$ 

c<y rxvince the reader, that thefc are fiill good Carholic doctrines; 

Wedged in the timber which he cannot rend,— 

}a c. fcruples not to admit the word of them as capable of a found fenfe, aad gives! 
ic»o much reafon to fufpeel that he and the whole party, in fpite of their oathsi 
fe^Ueve them in their heart ? He frankly, and without refcrve, embraces the 
^nr fc»ole doctrine of Bellarmine, who has taught the reverfe of every article of tho 
osatb.— He palliates the doctrine of Simanca and others, who have exprcfsly 
taught the lawfulnefsof b leaking all engagements with heretics.— He vindicator 
tfcie decretal of Gregory > that declares all abfolved from fidelity to excommuni- 
cated perfons, maintaining, that ecclefiaiiical cenfures deprive them oi all right 
to esact, and free others pf all obligation to give, obedience or fidelity. — He 
defends the exemption of the clergy, and tue temporal as well as fpiritual ju> 
tifdiclion of the church. — He maintains, that all promifes and fare condu&s* 
fc'ven to the prejudice of the Catholic faith and the jurifdi£Uon of the church* 
are ^uiJand "void } that the fafe conduct given to John Hufs was not violated 
b >' ^is imprifonmeiit or death, and that, if the emperor meant by it to proteci 
lm /rom either of thefe after he had tome to Conftance, he engaged to d# 
Cm ething unlawful, and what was not in his power to do. — He thinks that bit 
P r ifonment was . no violation of the man's liberty, and that the burning of* 
** *a* a Hcceflary ad af juftice.— In fine, he vindicates the infamous decs* 
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it ought not to be forgot* that the do&riae of ec}iiirocsdbn # 
in the groflfcft awaQer, bad been taught io the church, of 

Rome, 

fions and the whole procedure of the council of Cooilsnee in that affair. For ^ 
evidence of all t.i< the reader may conujter the import of the following pedante, _, 

and h-. will find more to the fame purpofe in the publication from which they n^. , 
axe txrrartrd.— *' Wnatever opinion you may have 01 the injuftice or impiety 
" pja u flung be.ejcs, it is a certain tact, that, in eveiy CbriAian kingdom 
" civil : ;ower has • nought it necefcry, in certain circumftancea, to enact law — j-, -, 
«' againft th« m." — «* Tae civil power* coofider all no? cities in religion, cai 
" divisions and offences contrary io the doctrine we have learned, not only 
** crimes ogainft the majefty of God, but alio as highly criminal again ft 
" ftate, and fubvertive cf the public tranquillity: they obferved from confl; 
4< experience, t. *t, whenever any herefy appaarcd in any country, no fnra ■ —urn 
4t was a party formed in its favours, than imm&iiately feditions, infnmiTu » — »^ 
u and rebellions, were the fatal conferences of it. — No fooner was any a er^J y- 
H condemned in the church, than immediately the hue and cry was railed^ by. 
" thofe who embraced it, againft her paftors j they complained of injustfem 
" protefted their innocence } parties and cabals were formed to fupport 
« and, whenever they found, themiclvcs fufikiently ftrengthened, they tools erhr 
" field, propagated their doctrine by the (word, often fhook the ftate iifclf t& 
4< the foundation*, and fometimei even overturned it entirely The Arias • ^m* 
** Donatifls are proofs of this in ancient times ; the Albigenfc* \r. Prance, ec hn 
" Wickhffifls in England, and H offices in Bohemia, fhow the truth of &£ »»> 
«' the middle ages; and, wens it not perhaps rather to§ touching, other Mm.*om 
u ftriking examples might be given nearer our own days. The civil pow^*** 
u therefore, feeing this to be always the cafe with novellifts in religion ^—» 
*■ thought it thefr indifpeBieWeduty, for the (ectrrity of the ftate, and need* 2nry 
**ter- their own preservation, to make fevere laws againft heretics, aflfec^**! 
•* fijmetimet- their por ft •> fomctimes< their liberty, and fometimes* even rj*** 1 '* 
•-Kfeitfelf."— » <f Let at even* allow that Simanca's -opinion- is joft, and t J**e 

* the confeouences- he mentions noceffarify flow- from the law, (fee before ,n 

* the nates* p. ne, 120.) 5 nay, let us allow-, if yon pleafe, that the law \%£*At 
*' exprefsly fpec'ficd all the/e penalties, would it fallow even from this, rf"»*t 
" Homan Catholics were allowed by their religion to break faith with hexe** r * c ' 
*• on all occafions* even where tbofe particular laws have no place nor coecev** 1 ' 
44 —Let us even go a ftep farther) let ui take a peifon in the very cafe prop " 
** fed, convict, d of herefy, o aft i Date, eacomroaoicatcd, and pub fiery denoiro^^ 
*• as fuch, — will you take upon you to fay, that even his children, wfcro, "> 
*» confequence of the law, become their own matters, and hit Oaves, who> "T 

* the fame law. renounce their f*bj ctior* to him, and became free, are th* 5 * T " 

••by guilty or Hreaking iheir faith 10 him ? Everyman of fenfe would laug** tf 

**■ you, if yon fhould Uy Co ; becso'e the perfon is kgtlly deprived of all clle 

** right ha had 10 th«iv lubjtction, and, where there is iff right, there c**» *' 

« *» bseMb of right. Has- not the leg^ftrtwre in every ftate a power fo oVp«^ ,e 

«« its 
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Xome, aad especially by a certain fraternity for whom tkfe 
•ath is alio intended. Now, where there Is any realcm to 

Mpt& 

** its fcbjects of their civH rights, in pumtfiaieat of Hy crime they may eom- 
*' mit ? and, in fuch cafes, are not thofe who owed rhem any duty, in confe- 
u quence of fuch rights, freed from the obligation of paying that duty ? and, if 
" they refufe to pay, where it is no longer due, will you fay that fuch refufal 

* it a breach of faith ?"— Concerning the decree of Gregory VII. ( ee before 
p. Sa.) abibhring all from their oath of fidelity to excommunicated per Con*, and 
prohibiting then to keep faith with them, till they make fatisfaction, he fays 5 
41 This pianifbment is no other than what is a nece&ry confluence of the Hate 
*' they are in ; for as the law of God obliges us to fly from the company of 

* excommunicated ptrlbns, and to have no communication with them, and 
" not e?en to eat with thtm, it follows of neceflity, that, while they are in 
" .that ft ate, all right or title they haye to the fervice of others under their au- 
M thority muft be fufpended ; for if their right continues in force, and, confo- 
" queotly, if thofe under their authority be obliged to forte them, it is plain, 
** they can neither avoid them, nor fliun communication with. them. Now, 
■* whether the law declares the guilty perfon to be deprived of his right, or thofe 

* who are under his authority to be freed from their obedience to him, is it not 

* one and the felf-fame thing ?— If the law of God commands us to avoid the 
m company of an excommunicated perfon, it, of neceflity, fufpends all obliga« 
" tioa of fidelity to him. In a word, it is felf-evident, thai if the fupreme 
«* authority, whether in church or (late, has power to deprive any of its fub- 
•*• jecia of any of their civil rights, or to fufpend them in punifhment of any 
'* crime committed by them? when fuch forfeiture is actually incurred, there 
** can he neither bieacb of faith nor irjuftice in thofe who refufe to give them 
«* that fervice to which thefo forfeited rights formerly entitled them, but to 
*• which they have new no more claim.*'— " When the council (of Conftance) 
u condemned him (Hufs) to be degraded and delivered over to the civil power, 
"•• and when the civil power, in confequence of his being found guilty, puniflied 
*• him wi;h death, as the law ordained, neither the one nor the other could 
** poflibly be guilty, even in the fmalleft degree, of a breach of any faith pledged 

•* to Hufs by the emperor's fafe conduct.'* " From all this, the cemmon 

*• fenfe ef mankind will neceflarily concluie, that the council wis f»> far from 
*' violating the fafe conduct, or breaking fairb to Hufs, by taking him into 
f* euftody, that it did nothing but what juftice, rcaf n, and duty, required to 
'* be done."—*' Upon what gtounds then do you call his being kept in cuftody 
•• an atrocious violation of the foor man*s liberty .*"— " The fafe conduct grant- 
« ed to Hufs was neither fought nor given for any other end but to protect him 
** from all injuries by the way, and from injuftice at Conftance, and in both 

" tfcefe refpects it was ferfeftlj implemented." " The civil powers in all 

" Chriftian oatioos have communicated a confiderable (hare of their- temporal 
" jurifdiction to the clergy, with regard to th fe of their own body : — the bifhops 
"•' are empowered to hold courts of juftice, with reg.-.rd to their own elegy, not 
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fiiipelt perfons of fuch principles, no form of words o* 
Oaths can ever be devifed fafficient to afcertain their Gnce r 
rity. And though the oath be fencecj with a folemn claufe 
againft equivocation and mental refervation, yet, in this 
cafe, it muft be utterly unavailing : nay, a claufe of this 
fort, framed for fuch perfons, muft rather, in the nature 

1 only in fpiritual caufes, but alfo in civil, *nd even in ctiminal capfes alio* 

'* and to inflict fuch corporal punishments on the delinquent! as they Hull feA. 

" proper, whether by fines or imprifonments ; and this privilege wat (o ftronglg 

" fee u red to the parlors of the church by the civil laws, that it was expressly 

** prohibited to fue a clergyman before a frcutar judge, for any oim<. whatfor 

* € ever, u .der the pain of lofing the fuit immediately/* — " The council does, 

•• not find fault with fate conducts, given to preferve the accafed front injury. 

" or injustice, but only with fuch as are of prejudice to the Catholic faith, an4 

" to the ecclefiaftical jurifdiQion f th,e council was convinced, and all RomaA 

" Catholics believe, that no human power can give a fife conduct of this kind, 

f becaufe it would be contrary to the laws of God, and to thar facred authority 

'• with which Jefui Chrift hat vetted his church. The" fpiritual jurifdiction, 

" of the church is believed by Roman Catholics to be truly divide and Ir.defea- ^ 

u fible : — whatever degree of temporal jurtfaiction the church poflefes, rae hat. ^ 

** indeed received it from the ftate j but her title to it is founded upon the, ^^ 

«• ftrongeft charters the ftate could give, and, confirmed again an.« agais by rer __^_" 

u peated laws and conftitutions of kings and emperors : confequently, oo on$ — ^ 

** can violate even that jurisdiction without the moft manifeft injustice. Ifl -^. 

*' therefore, a fafe conduct mould be given in prejudice of the ecclefiaftical jo- _^ * 

"*ifdiclion, whether fpiritual or temporal, it is unjul* and unlawful in itfcl£ ^J^s 

" contrary to the laws of God and man, and, confequently, is in its owo nature j ^ 

f void and null } and the perfon who gave it exceeded his commifiion, and did^r^ sj 

« what he had no power to do.— Is thcrefo*e the perfon who gives fuch a kfcW^pw- 

** conduct obliged to keep his promife ? How can he be obliged to keep a pro^^^. 

f mife which is out of bis power? No man can be bound by an impoffibilit^^- ' 

*' or to do a thing which the laws of God and m.n forbid. Now this is pr* — t J 

•* clfely what the council teaches in this canon ; (fee before p. I2«.) j for as -L 

«' is certainly unlawful to give a promife, by wh:ch either the true faith f 

4( Jefus Chrift, or the lawful jurisdiction of any. power, is violated, whoc-^«^ r 

*' gives fuch a promi.e is not obliged to perform it, though he had conntSBr-^etf 

u his promife by an oath." — Hence it evidently appears, that this very car *o q 

•' decrees nothing but what is juft and right, conformable to the light of re» *oa 

«• and common fenfe, &s" 

Acc'tpe nunc Danaum iqfidias r et crimine ab uno. 
Difce omnes • 

fbiBps*s Life of Cardinal Poole, pafftm. G. H.'s Anfwer, &c. p. 34, 37 » 3 '* 
fh 4>Ss *>» 0»> *8, 89, 108, X17, 117, i*Sj up, i3<?« 
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il/ the thing, be a glaring abfurdity. He that can equiro- 
We in one thing, can equivocate in all; and may, with 
equal facility, pervert the meaning, and elude the force of 
words condemning equivocation, as any others whatever* 
This is the perfe&ion of the art; and nothing can be 
proof againft it. By this Jefuitical hocUs-pocus and leger- 
de-main all ufe of language is confounded and loft, and all 
fenfe of words vanifhes into air. — There are fome firft 
principles in which mankind mail be fuppofed to be agreed, 
before they can be fit for fociai connections : and this of 
the neceflity of truth and fincerity, and the evil of equivo- 
cation, is certainly 6ne of thenar Unleft this be previoufly 
and abfolutely.oot of doubt, all compa&s, promifes. and 
oaths muft be ufclefs, and no better than the bafelefs fabric 
$f a vifton. If any are found calling it into queftion, they 
ought to be confidered as the avowed fubverters of human 
ibciety; and inftead of offering them an opportunity, or 
inviting them to play with folemn oaths, they deferve to- 
"be whipt and baniftied out of every commonwealth, and 
felt to herd with brutes, or aflociate with atheifts, if a fo- 
jtfety of fuch could poffibly fubiift on the face of the earth. 

We need not therefore doubt but that the body of Pa- 
pifts will get themfelves, one way or other, reconciled to 
take this new teft ; and multitudes of them we are afTured 
have already done it : nor is it unlike to their pra&ice on 
former occafions. But the qualifying oaths of fome are 
more to be dreaded than their execrations ; and their con- 
formity may prove more dangerous to the ftate than their 
xecufancy ; as an open enemy is lefs to be feared tha? a 
treacherous friend. State oaths of all kinds have ufually 
been admitted without much difficulty, when any privilege 
pr emolument has been depending upon them. For that 
Tery reafon fhould their influence be diftrufted, and the 
jconfcientious performance of them fufpefted. In thefe ca- 
v ifr s > be who fweareth is often lefs to be depended upon 

thaft 
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than he who religioufly feareth an oath. When the knows 
principles of perfbns or focieties abundantly teftify their 
allegiance and loyalty, and when the general tenor of their 
behavour, and a feries of dutiful aftions uniformly pro- 
dalm it, this is a ,far better fecurity to any government 
than a thoufand foch oaths. But fuch eafy conformifts 
have fcarce perhaps finifhed the ceremony, when their en- 
gagements are forgot ; or they learn to explain or iporr 
away their obligation, by fuch wretched quibbling as that 
of Hudibras : 

u He that impofes an oath, makes it ; 
* .Not he who for convenience takes it: 
u Then how can any man be faid 
€C To break an oath he never made." 

We have already had more than enough of this kind of 
(wearing; and there is little need to make further additions a» 
to the public guilt. Britain has long been peftered by a js 
fet of fuch qualified rebels, who have fcorncd to ftrain at ^~m. 
ftch gnats as oaths of allegiance or abjuration. Ever fince — m^x 
the unhappy, unhallowed time, when the public faith was ^ju 
mod daringly and profanely violated, and the conferences ^s ss 
of the people debauched by authority, in the matter of a~^s a 
mod important and memorable oath, and folemn fcaguu-Jtse 
for the reformation of three kingdoms, the moft import— 
, ant, the moft memorable, the moft folemn, that any 
vernment ever eftabliftied, or any people ever entere^^'^d 
Into *, public oaths, however changed and multiplied^ SEs!, 

hav»^we 

• Referring to the in- p'ous a&< and proceedings of the government in EnglatfL ■ * "" l 
and Sco:!ar.d with refoccl to the Solemn league and Covenant, fo noted in tlr^ ^fke 
B'i'i.'fc hiftory. Afrer this had been pub icly approven and injotned, rdigioal^^ ^t-afly 
fworn, ratim-d and confirm d t y repeated afts of the legislature ii- both kio0£ *-*■!- 
doms, and in o e of them r-.aie a fu -dimental law in the constitution, and di M-* **" 
tbred to he ever afrer irrevocable, c v. n as the matter of the oath and the ternd^ -iiu, 
i» which it was eypr-flfrd neccfTirily rendered it perpetually obligatory and 0' ^ m , *~ 
&V*:a->l' j ver, after the unhappy R-.^orilion, this was not only practically riM -•^ 1 «- 



bare been little elfe than paftime. Perjury has been emi- 
nently Britain's fin, and has alfo become peculiarly her 
plague and punifhment. 

From 

lated, and ignominioufly burnt io the principal cities of Britain, but alfo, by 
4Ulihority, again condemned, refeinded, and prohibited: all' perfons were de- 
clared to be free from any obligation from it, and, by new tt(h and oaths, ob- 
liged to renounce and abjure it : — all fubjedls were difehtrged, under the higheft 
paint, from acknowledging itl obligation, or attempting to fulfil the contracted 
engagements, though they were not principally and immediately made with 
men, but with the fupreme Jehovah. This was a fcene of peifidy and facrile- 
gioui wiokednefs yet unparalleled in the hiftory of Chrifthm or even Pagan nr- 
dons. It may compare v. ith the utmoft ftretchers of Papal prerogative, and fur- 
fafica the higheft at"h of that blafphemous difpenfing power arrogated by him 
who fits w the temple of God, Jhetring him/elf to be God. It exceeds, all things 
oanfidere*, the rnoft glaring inftances of Popifh perfidy on record j as the perfe- 
eutiaji that followed equalled if n«* exceeded, in unrelenting ciuelty, any thing 
of that kind perpetrated by Pe-pifb tyrants. ^ We need not fearcb the Bullariaof 
Rome, or the canons of councils, for difpenfations with (blemn oaths, and pre- 
cedents of warrants for perjury, when they may be found in (j many of the royal 
edicts and legiflative ac>s, fome of them yet unrepealed, of a Proteftant king- 
tmm» The damnable principle of breaking faith, generally imputed to Papilff, 
a«d jiftly accounted fo odious in them, has beeu ( tell it not in Gathi) adopted 
and pta&ifed by Proteftants j and the horrid doctrine more diredily avowed and 
•xprefsly cltabHucd by the juridical decisions of Lnglifh and Scottifh parliaments, 
than ever perhaps by any Pope or Catho'.ic council, or any of the csfuiftical 
Wrrtings of the difciples ot' Loyola. They allow, in fom* cafes, the violation 
«# faith with heretics \ but prole Hed Proieftants have made it lawful not only 
%» break faith with one another, but with the God of truth, and the avenger of 
perfidy, to whom vows are to be pei formed. They plead for the non- perform - 
asKc of engagements am) premilcs when made againft Chriflj bat thefe difown 
the obligation of the moil (acred tics b.nding men to promote the lav s, the itfv 
teres?, and kingdom of Chrift. Tkey only declare thofe oaths and covenants to 
he null and void, which are contrary to the Catholic faith and religion j but 
tbaic have rot lciupled to refcind and annul fuch as were exprcfsly framed for 
maintaining the whole religious fyftem of Vro:eftant5, and for promoting a hap- 
py union and uniformity therein, and a progreilive reformation, according to the 
•word of God and the example of the bejt reformed churches, Papifts have au- 
thorized ai.d commanded men to break their oaths when they were bonds of 
iniquity^ but the laws of Britain have warranted and commanded, nay, threa- 
tened and compelled men, under the pains ot treafon, to condemn and abjuic 
•aths and covenants exprcfsly renouncing all errors, fupeiftition* tyranny, irn- 
piety 4 and profanenefs, wherein all the lwt arers declare " their unfeigned pur- 
** pofe, defire and endeavour to perform all du:ies which they owed to God and 
(( man, to amend their lives, and ea«h one to go before another in the example 
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from what we have above eftabliftied, it may b6 appa*-Sr- 
rent, with what juftice the late ads in favour of Poperjpow 

*' of a real ref. rmation 5" according to the words of the covenant itfclf^ a co^g- ^$4 
•f which is fubjoihed In the Appandix. 

Whether thefe nations (forthefe oaths were public and national) were rights -^ntW 
acquitted and abfolved from this great and tremendous oath by the impious f- — *^ ca , 
futftry of a licentious court, the arbitrary ads of a perjured and abandoned prince -^emce 
fupported by a faction, like himfelf, openly at war with the religion and 1 liber t _»■ -^. t ; cl 
of Protcftants ^— H>r whether they are yet in fac*t, to this day, abfoived from r -■ if 1 

or whether they ever can be fo while they arc nations, are queftionS that •» ^ 

fcrve to be more ferioufly considered by all ranks, than they ever yet have b» ^r^jcea 
fince the commencement of that unhappy aera.— For my part, thou h we c& T an ; 
not here enter on the difcuffion of the fukjeel, I tbink it clearly demonftrabloo^. ^ foa 
the principles of reafon, the eternal laws of mora ky, and the facrcd doclrine~ ■, f 

the Bible and of the Reformation, that they are not and cannot. They cr^^mxm^ 
either fulfil the terms of that folemn oath, *hich bath never ytt been done -=, or 
be refponfible at the bar of the fupreme Judge for their continued violatio^^Mn of 
it, and (tand condemned for the deepeft perjury. — The whole fenes of rhnf— fa 
famous laws made on this fubject, in the reigns of the two brothers, overtur miaf 
to the bottom that reformation in church 3 ad ft ate, fo happily begun, and C^mmfv y 
Advanced, in the preceding period, before anarchy and military force had prep^ -ared 
the way tor the return of royal and legal tyranny j— laws infringing the ftra^ngeifc 
obligations of religion and morality $ which eftabliflied the doctrine of pat. &fiv* 
obedience and non-refiftance, annulling paft laws and deeds, and pretliM. ^din'g 
every, future attempt in favour of reformation j and which buried ihefe, -^with 
the moft valuable rights and liberties of the fubjtel, in one common grave^ «»H 
lot a more careful review, and a fuller repeal than have yet taken place ix» ei- 
ther kingdom. While one of them is fuffcrcd to remain Handing, it will k*^ aa 
indelible difgrace to the Britiih code, and perpetuate the public guilt and inf^ **£***' 
Particularly the refciflbry adts whertby the authority of all the parliaments ^*n* 
•flemblies, which had maintained the noble ftmggle, was at once aboli t%* ^» 
and all their acts and proceedings left prcmifcuoufly under the ftigmaof fedi*-^ 011 
and rebellion, are no Jefs cimonourable 10 the caufe which they were mea***^ tcf 
condemn, than dangerous precedents tor Itriking at the root of all human ■£&~ ^ a * 
rities, by which even our prefent conltitution may pofiibly be found to be iH^^i^* ' 
and its existence precarious, and every parliament 0! G<eat Bii.ain, fince? "^ 
Revolution, may be liable to the charge of nullity and icdition. 

The Clocking cruelty of that hateful period is now generally condemned _-~~ — n . 
abhorred : fcut the heaven daring peifidy, apoftacy, and malignant antip^ ^ 
8 gain (I the covenants and caufc of refoimation, which was the le.d.ng and Mr" —" 
haps the principal part of its infamy and guilt, from which all the reft ori^» ^** 
ted, are not fo attentively confidertd, nor lb generally condemned and abbo***'^ ' 
but, on the contrary, ar« equally common to the prefent age. Nay, every 
of ftttlesoaot .pouarier to that time, and every law fince pafftd in the three \Z- % ^JL 
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arc reprefented as an improvement on the law of toleration, 
and a neceflary and equitable enlargement of the plan of 
fcrae Britifti liberty. Their friends boaft, that they are en- 
tirely in the fpirit of the Proteftarit religion, and framed on 

the 

«^oma with reft re nee to religion, fuppofe the nullity and abrogation of thefe pub- 
lic vows, as well as the abfolute nullity of thole parliaments and aQVmblies 
thereby they were promoted and eftabliflicd. Thefe have ftill uniformly pro- 
.jceeded on the refcinding and difpenfing uoclrine, and our pieCnt constitution 
~~sand the fabric of our laws are built upon the grave of thefe buried covenants^ and 
^f thefe murdered parliaments and their laws. By the fettlement of religtun at 
-<he Revolution they were, ipfofaSo, made void as really as by the molt explicit 
»nd bloody alts framed againft toem in the preceding period j and, by the fubfe- 
^jueot treaty of Union, the fulfilment of that former oath and covenant, in one 
of its main articles relating to the public legal uuifojmity of religion, was for 
<trer rendered impracticable, and every man, by a fundamental law of the united 
conftitutton of Great Britain, is prohibited, and precluded the liberty of at- 
tempting the reformation of religion in all the three kingdoms, according to the 
^Scriptures, and the example of the bift reformed churches;— a law which in- 
Tolves in it the moft palpable and dangerous abfurdityj which, in any cafe, 
JBufl be accounted a violation both of revelation and common fenfe, but is, with 
sefpecx to Britain, accompanied with the aggravated, criminality of grofs perjury, 
«pen treachery, and impious apoftacy. In cenfequence hereof, every public 
oath binding to, or reduplicating upon the prefent fettlement; of religion and 
laws of the Ian J, muft be, in efTcc"r, an oath objuring the folemn league, and 
"the reformation fworp to therein; and the fwearcr, in all of them, is intcrprt- 
Jatively obliged to fay, what fubje£s were exprefsiy required to fay and fweai, by 
the lefts and declaratory oaths of Charles and James, namely, " That the fo* 
*** lemn league and covenant was an unlawful oath, and that there lies no man- 
*** ner of obligation upon them, or any other perfons in thefe kingdoms, from, 
*• thefe, to attempt any alteration whatever in church or ftate, and that they 
u /hall never atteirpt fuch alterations, nor vindicate or renew fuch a covenant, 
m$t nor profecute the ends of it themfelve?, nor, fo far as in their power, fuffer 
"•' others r/o do fo." Whether perfons who have a due regard and veneration for 
^aths, particularly thofe who are convinced of the lawfulnefs and moral cbli^a- 
^fcion of that folemn league, and who reckon themfelvcs ftili obliged to projective 
«be great ends of it, and who are ferfuaded of the evil of prelacy, can take 
■^Mtbsof fuch an- import, any may judge. — I will yel go farther and fay, that it is 
^>wing more to the reigning fpirit of the times, and the mild^e's of ?dminiitra- 
>, than to any efTential change in the fyftem of government, or in ;he pri;> 
pics or letter of the Britifh laws, fince the dnys of the Stuarts, with refocc*r to 
ie principles and caufe of the Covenanters, that all who are of the fentimcr.ts 
^bove ex pre fled, (which include the whole hody pf confeientious and confident 
^hjfcyteriacs) are not legally inhibited, and openly perfecuted: for they are not. 

It only 
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the principles of the Revolution, of which the repealed 
laws were a violation. They celebrate them as a noble 
effort of increafing freedom, defigned to maintain the rights ' 
of confeience, and to extinguidi every remainder of thac 
antichriftian fpirit of impofition and perfecution on religious 
accounts, which raged fo violently, and fatally, in times 
paft 5 and which is one of the worft things in Popery. — 
This plea loojes fo fair and amiable, it is the greateft pity 
it cannot be admitted. If qur legiflators really acred from 
fuch principles, we may regret that they have been fo egre- 
gioufly mifapplied. For what can be more incongruous 
than an attempt to promote a plan of true Proteftant liber- 
ty, and to fecure the rights of confeience, by fupportiug 
their mod avowed and implacable foes 5 — Or to think to 
chafe away antichriftian perfecution, by bringing antichrifr 9 * 
bloody hounds again upon the field i The fox may, with 
as much propriety, be aifigned the watchful guardian of 
the lambs ; — and Satan may as foon be expected to caft 
out with Satan. While they meant to improve on the lav 
of toleration, they have unawares made it a fefo defe 9 and 
turned its fword upon its own bowels. Inftead of the fpi- - 
rit of heaven-born liberty, they have conjured up the grim * 
ghoft of perfecution, to ftalk once more abroad to the no - « 
fmall terror of his majefty's good and peaceable fubjefts.— 
like the romantic knight of La Mancha, they have paid^H 

only by the ftanding laws, and qualifying oaths, absolutely excluded from evc i -■ 
place of power and truft, but alfo cad out of the protection of law, and left fl * 
pofed to the mercy or every petty angry magiftrate, and the caprice of a change ^s 
able miniflry ; and confequently are in a worfe Hate than PjpifH, Quaker i, af -" 
others, who are legalh fecured and protected : — for any aft of toleration in the — 

favour, of wh ch they ran take or claim the legal benefit, confidently with the = 

forefaid principles and tropics $ there is, in fact, none in Scotland, Englan 
or Ireland. This n^ay probably appear furp>ifmg to fomej but I am confidtsi^^* 
that all who have r;aircwly examined tint fubjeel, and who properly onde 
Hand the natu-e of tiie p.itifh united conftkurion and laws, will readily a^a*- 
knowledte the truth of what h here afTertcd.— Doth not this dcfelte theatte ** 
lion of the legiflature, as ir is a matter in which many thcufands of his Majeft}^^ 
moft loyal and confcier.ticus fubj efts are deeply intetcfted ? 

thc» J 
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«:heir homage to an imaginary Dulcinea ; or like fome blun- 
dering gallant in the dark, inftead of their intended miC- 
Crefs, they have, by an unlucky miftake, (tumbled upon 
Jier moil hateful rival, and careffed her mod deadly 
«nemy. 

We have hitherto avoided entering into abftraft reafbn- 
ings on the fubjeft of toleration and liberty of conscience, 
nor is it here needful to enter into them. This queftion 
has been fo often handled, and fo fully difcufTed by men 
of the greateft abilities, and the Proteftant part of the 
world are now fo nearly agreed about it, that any difcut 
fion of it here would be entirely fupcrfluous. We have 
all along proceeded on the doctrine of toleration, moft 
commonly embraced in Britain, and reafon upon principles 
which thofe, on both fides of the debate admit without con- 
troverfy.. There are none Vho pretend to doubt but . that 
the civil powers are bound to prcferve the rights of civil fo- 
ciety, and watch over the public peace ; and to reftrain 
and punifh with civil pains whatever is inconfiftent there- 
with : and confequently, that religious opinions and prac- 
tices, fo far as they are fo, belong to 'their department. 
All readily confefs the neceffity of laying certain reftric- 
tions upon natural liberty in a (rate of fociety: and the 
'greateft advocates for toleration, who have carried the 
principles of civil and religious liberty to the greateft length, 
are obliged to admit, that toleration can never be abfolute- 
ly unlimited, and they are unanimous in excepting thofe 
from it, whofe profefled opinions or practices ftrike either 
againft the fafety and interefts of fociety in general, or the 
lawful eftablifhed government of a particular kingdom; 
or whofe principles are utterly intolerant, and deftruclive 
to the civil and -religious rights of their neighbours. Such, 
they hold, may juftiy be fubjecled to legal incapacities and 
penalties, whatever pretext of religion or confeience they 
may ufe \ and none of them ever thought of calling this 
li 2 by 
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by the odious name of pet fecution for confcience fake,* npt 
confidered it as a violation of true liberty, but as a necet 
fary mean of its prefcrvation. Nor have our Proteftant 
writers, in pleading the caufe of toleration, fcrupled to 
mention the religion of Papifts as anfwering to the prece- 
ding defcription, and confequently as deferving to be pto- 
fcribed, at leaft in every Proteftant ftate. We may farther, 
add, that at the period in which the laws againft Papifts^ 
now ftigmatized and condemned, were enafted, the fubjeft , - - 
of toleration, and the rights of confcience, were as nar- 
rowly and thoroughly examined, and perhaps as well un- 
derftood, as at prefent ; ancf they owe their birth to the 
fame legiflators and councils which had a little before over- 
turned the bulwarks of tyranny, and broke the rod of* ^i 
the perfecutors, and which had, in a very eminent degree, 
aflerted and eftablifhed Britain's liberties. Thefe laws, in- 
deed, appear to have been only a necefTary fequel to the 
former framed at the Revolution, without which that great 
work had been left entirely incomplete and defencekfe. 
They were added as pieces of defenfive artillery, to render, 
the lovely and glorious fabric more ftroug and impreg- 
nable. 

The queftion then comes to this : Whether the above, 
cfcara&ers belong to the Popifh religion or not ? As this 
is the main hinge on which the controverfy turns, to afcer- 
tain this has been the chief objeft in eye in the foregoing 
review of its principles and hiftory ; and if this be once 
afcertained, the queftion is decided. For if fuch be the 
principles and genius of Popery, our opponents themfelves 

readily grant, that it is a proper objeft of coercion and 

penal laws, and may lawfully be reftrained and even extir- 
pated by the fecular arm*. But by this conceffion the- - " 

charge 

* " It has been faid, and very juftly, that in every ftate, as in every indivl — — ^ 
" dual, there is a right of felf-prefervation, which implies, amongft otbe- 
" tilings, that of protecting itfelf againft violence offeree), <ith«r from withou 



charge of intolerance, perfecution, impolicy, barbarity* 
*nd aatichriftianifin fo loudly brought againfl the repealed 
[htutes, muft at once fall to the ground. As for the Pa- 
)ifts, were we to reafon on their doctrine r.bout toleration, 
lothing would be eaiiei than to turn their artillery agalnft 
hemfelves, and to (hew that, upon their own principles, 
he laws they complain of are neither unnecefiTary nor un- 
uft; as all the arguments they employ in defence of their 
>enal laws, and againfl die toleration of other religions in 
Catholic countries, mutatis mutandis % conclude with equal 
brce againfl: themfelyes, and do more that vindicate the 
•eftcaints and feveriiies to which they r.re fubjcAed in Pro- 
sftant nations. Eut we difdaia to take the aid either of 
mtichriftian principles cr precedents, in behalf of a caufe 
that may be fufficiently vindicated on Protelknt princi- 
ples \ —the fure principles of the law of nature, true liber- 
ty, and found policy, to which thofe of Christianity arc; 
aever repugnant. 

or from within, from foreign holiU ftates, cjr from its own frditious ans) 
corrupt member*, and ceiiftcuently of repelling force by force. It bat btea 
Ui-ged farthe-, that it is the duty of tie ror;iftrate, who is the truftee and 
Confcquently the fsrvant of the fiate, net nnly to defend the community 
fcwhen attacked, but to watch for its fafety, and by every juG method which 
asne conftitution eaipowcrs him to ufe, tint it, as far as his truft extends, to 
>*" event every danger which may be forefeet), as well as to remove that which 

* prefeat. Both portions arc, in my opinion, undeniable.— -Now, on theic, 
*■ nd on tbefe only, is founded the magiitratc's title to interfere with religious 
^cli. Opinion is natnrally beyond the jvrifdicTion of magistracy, whofc 
*»roper object is public peace or national profperity.— -As, however, it is un- 
1 ueftionable, that opinion has great inluence on practice, fo the open pro* 

<^ifc#n of fuch opinions as are manifestly fubverfive of &e natural or civil 
~a sjhts of the fociety, or of the rights of individual members of the fociety, is 

* ndonbtedly to be regarded as an overt act which falls under the cognifance 
>f the magt/trate. It is only in this view that opinion ought ever to be held 
l a coming under his jurifdiclion.— It is admitted, that, when the public peace 
l *s in danger, it is bis duty to interpofe. Sedition or rebellion is not entitled 

* o take mclter in religious fentiments, nor can the plea of liberty of conicicnce 
t*a(tly avail any man for invading the liberty or property, facred or civil, of 
**tother.*' Dt. CampK Addrtfs, &c. cb. Hi. f. 24, *s» *7. 

Were 
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Were Popery merely a religious error, or a miftake of 
conference, the mifchief of Which could hurt only the un- 
happy fubjecl:, without affecting the common-weal, with _j 
good reafon might the rulers of the ftate, who have not ^ 
religious opinions nor confeience immediately under their -^ 
jurifdiction, bear with it. Penal laws, in this cafe, would ^fc, 
be altogether raifapplied and highly improper, and might z* ^ 
well deferve all the hard epithets which have been given to ^cr*- 
the ftatutes repealed. Every fpecies of perfecurion, and-fc^^ 
every degree of tyranny ufurped over the faith, the mrodsa _J-j 
and confeiences of men, ought for ever to be abolifhed ^ jg 
as it is worfc by far than that which enflaves the body. Ir_^" J 
is more than time that every thing of this kind were finakV XJ^ 
extinct among Chriftians. And where is the daftardl~ X! JJj 
foul, that will dare to plead in favour of fuch an unjuft an» -«rand 
ungodly caufe, or even fo much as in thought wifh well t» to 
it ? — To invert any on earth with a legiflative powtr K" jo 
matters purely religious ; — to make a Pope, or a king, »► or. 
a parliament, lords of mens confeiences,, and fupreme aEi^sar- 
biters of Chriftian doctrine, ecclefiaftical government ar- — md 
worfhip, which are already fettled by the church's tn__ ^muly 
fupreme and infallible Head ; — to enact fevere laws on t^Mthe 
fcore of harmlefs, doubtful, or even falfe opinions, or 00 

account of frivolous and indifferent rites and ceremonies ^=> — 
to impofe any religion, even the bert, by force and \mssio* 
. lencej— -to extirpate error and herefy by fire and fword=^s— 
to deftroy mens lives, liberty, or eftates, under a prete *»</- 
ed regard to the falvation of their fouls;— thefe are indT <cd 
antichriftian principles and practices, congenial only to Txll 
and Rome, and can never be fufficiently held in abhor- 
rence by Proteftants. To me they are fo odious, th at I 
tremble to think that a door (hould be opened for their 
growth and revival : the hatred of them is one great rc*> 
fon why I cannot be reconciled to the legal indulgence of 
Papifts, who, we are morally certain, muft propagate them 
with all their might, with a view to the deflruc*U«n of none j 

fo ; 
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lb much as thofe from whom they receive the favour. In 
proportion as the liberty of Papifts is enlarged, fo muft 
neceflarily the liberty and fafety of Proteftants be leflened 
and endangered. So, likewife, in proportion as any are 
friends of religious freedom, and foes to pcrfecution, they 
-will,paturally be careful and felicitous about the means of 
preferving the one, and preventing the other. But to (hew 
favour to the antichrtftian fyftem, is furely a very back- 
ward way of teftifying extreme love to liberty and Prote- 
ftantifm ; and one would think, that the charge of favour- 
ing intolerance arid perfccution iliould natively fall on the 
fide of thofe who exert themfclves dire&ly, or indirc&ly, 
to promote the growth of Popery, or, in other words, 
who ftrenuoufly fet themfelves in oppofition to means 
whereby the growth of Popery is prevented, rather than 
on the contrary fide : though now, through a ftrange un- 
accountable perverfion of language, and an odd topfy- 
turvy revolution of mens opinions, it is quite otherwife. 

When we are touching on the fubjeft of .religious into- 
lerance and perfecution, I cannot refrain from exprefling 
my moft earned wiiies that every thing of this kind were 
""entirely purged out of the eftablifhments in Britain and 
Ireland; and that a more extenfive, or rather a more juft ; 
and confident plan of true liberty were adopted, and pur- 
fued. There is yet ample room here, it mufl be confefled, 
for the free fpirit of patriotifm to dilate itfelf, and to exert 
its power in behalf of many confeientious Proteftants, yet, 
in feme meafure, (hackled and opprefled. , In a land that 
boafts of its freedom, perhaps, upon due enquiry, thou- 
fands of peaceable and faithful fubje&s, may, at this day, 
be found. to enjoy but a very partial and precarious liberty, 
and even to be deprived by law of the common rights of 
men and citizens, merely *n account of feme religious 
fcruples, — I had almoft faid, for being the moft honeft 
Chriftians, and genuine confident Proteftants. No go- 
vernment 
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Vemitient hath formerly offended more deeply, in this He 
fpcSt, than the Brittfh 9 ai^d though it has, for a confider-i. 
able time paft, become more wife and juft, or more pru- 
dent and attentive to its intereft* yet it has never to this 
day fully atoned for its former guilt ; nor has it yet fuffi- 
€iently appealed the manes of the many pious and wortk^ 
perfons.whom it expo fed to fhame, poverty, and pain J 
•Whom it cruelly, and without caufe, fentenced to jrtllories. - 
prifons, or exile $ — who periflied unpitied in jails and du*^_ 
rgeofts, were murdered openly on fcaffolds, or intercoa^__ 
muned, and hunted and m a fiacre d like wild beads in denrxs 
and deferts. The fouls of thofe who were thus facrific^d 
in the caufe of religion find liberty, I am afraid, are ffcill 
crying under the altar, faying, How % long, O Lor^y fo&Zj 
mni true, dojl thou not avenge our blood on thofe who d*ut*r&Jl 
*n the earth f Nor will they ceafe till their caufe and rx*c- 
toory be more publicly and fully vindicated than hither tzo 
they have been ; and till that tyrannical fyftem of antict^iri- 
£U*n domination, which then operated to their deftru&Le>»» 
be entirely broken and removed, root and branch, both 
from church and flate-; which we are net yet fo happjr ^ 5 
to fee accomplished. As yet the legiflature hath only do*^ fc 
the great work by halves ; and even at the Revolution *- tm # 
fclf, (however much we are indebted to the Revolutio*^/* 
xather provided palliatives for the felt intolerable evil, tt* ^ afl 
attempted a thorough and Radical cure. If our profe^I^** 
champions for religious liberty, our patrons of the xvgp^ 3 ** 
•f diftrefTed confeiences, our boafted foes to tyranny a*™ 
perfecution, would convince the world that they in earr*^^ 
deferve thefe honourable characters, let them renou*"™- <c 



their Quixotifm y achieve fome real and ufeful exploit, ^."^^ 
feow their valour in a worthy caufe. Let them no m«^^' r 
go in queft of necdlefs adventures, nor fight with gi^^ - ? 
and wind-mills, but correct abufes, and redrefs grievar*^-^* 
which truly exift. Let them not pretend to the merit ° 

witting an end to tyranny and perfection where they - *^~ c " 
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Sfer-exifted'; but let them boldly ftand forth, and with the 
ihearts of a Hambdcn, or a Pym, ftorm Aeir remaining 
JRrong-holds in the Britifh conftitution, and unbind the 
VAains which yet prove galling to fellow Proteftants. Lef 

±hem but I dare not proceed, left I fhoiild offend a- 

jjainft the fupremacy of an Englifti P — pej and alarm the 
'whole bench of our Britifh cardinals ; or roufe the (lum- 
bering fpirit of Laud or Sacheveretl with the terrible cry, 
^The church in danger 2 and left perhaps I fhould find to 
experience, that the fling of the Star-chamber and High- 
coawaiffion courts, yet flicks in the tail df the Engliih 
liwal 

• But to return : what has the plea of liberty of confeienc? 
t6 do in the cafe under confederation ; of what relation has 
religious perfecution to the penal ftattitcs againft Papifts?— 
A left which", we muft again repeat it, hath blended faith 
with faftion, and hath grafted on the ftock of religion, 
rebellion ; which with its fpeculativfc and religious errors ' 
hath aflociated crimes, and can pretend confeience for al- 
rtoft any villany ; whofe religion equally violates truth and 
jiiftice, morality and humanity ; — a feft, whofe followers 
h'ave withdrawn themfelves from the juft authority and 
laws of the Civil Aate, and refigned their confeiences, and 
with them their perfbns and purfes, to the will of a foreign 
defpot, who is, in faft, their only king, lawgiver, judge,- 
afid generaliffimo 9 — who are not merely heretics, blafphc* 
liters and idolaters, but difturbers of fbciety,~the men who 
turn the world upfide down, who are profefledly at war 
with the rights and liberties of all the reft of mankind ; — 
tnen whom no kindnefs can tame, whom no fetters can- 
bind, and fcarce any terrors reftrain, — who, like the mad- 
man, if fuffered, would fcatter firebrands, arrows, and 
death around him, and fay, Am I not in a tranfport of 
holy devotion, and in the fervour of Catholic zeal ? Need 
"We attempt to evince the neceffity of coercive meafures, 
Kk and* 



andth* equity of penal laws, ia the Cafe of fuch? Coal* 
any thing elfc be fuited to the evil, or an adequate fecurity 
againft the danger ? Doth not the primary law of nature 
Mid fociety, which is felf-prefervation, fufficiendy warrant 
tftera ? Hath not a fociety a. right of protecting itfclf, and 
adi its inoftending ©embers, from violence and Injufliice of 
every kind, by every mean competent to* it, and particular- 
ly by exerting its power of punching J' It is furely lawful* 
when unjuftly attacked,, to ufe fuch means of defence as* 
tfce nature of the danger, and the manner of the adverfa- 
vy** attack, render necellary. If Papifts had employed' 
only fpiritual or ecclefiaftical weapons in their pretended 
Boly warfare, without dragging all the powers and engines 
of -this world into the fcrvice, then: I grant- they ought to- 
have been oppo&d only by the fame weapons. But this 
never was, and never will be, the genius of Popery, 
Every one knoweth that it hath ever been eftablifhed, fup- 
ported, propagated in a very different manner- This <c- 
elefiaftlcai beaft hath pufhed with the horn and (lamped 
with the feat^of fectdar power;, and thofe would be ridi— 
culoufly fiupid,. and unnaturally regardlefs of their own 
fafety, who would negleft to brcak^ts force and refill its- 
violence by means of the fame kind, when they were pur 
in their power. Ttiefe means, which at firft were impro* 
perly and unlawfully applied by Rome, for the avowed 
purpofe of impofmg religion, and compelling confidences* 
whereby they became, in her hands, antichrifiian^ whea-=- 
employed again ft her, are nothing more than defenfive ar- 
mour, and proper neceflary means for regaining or main* 
raining natural rights and civil liberties* Violence can oa!f=rr 
hz repelled by violent:?. 
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" "The law of nature di&ates this, and doth not the law of 

-?re¥datkm fay the fame thing i All thofe who take the 

*3word are defervedly adjudged to perifti by it. It is pre- 

-4di£ted by the fpirit of inlpiration, with a particular refpe& 

^o the puriifhment of antichriftian perfecutors, He that 

-Jeadeth 4nto captivity Jhall go into captivity and he that kti- 

leth with ihe Jkvord Jhall he killed with ihe fword. It is 

-^celebrated, in like manner., as an aft both of divine and 

.human juflice, to dejlroy them which dejlroy the^iartb. We 

.are alio told, that when Rome's cup of iniquity is full, the 

4cings of the nations, which before contributed to ter ag- 

^grandilement, Jba II hate the w/wre, and Jhall make her de~ 

folate and naked, and Jhall eat her jlejh, and Jhall burn her 

-with fire. Accordingly, that fame voice from heaven^ 

which faid of myftical Babylon, Come out of J**) my people* 

that ye be not partakers of her fins, and that ye receive not 

§f her plagues, thus announces her jutt and final doom ; 

Reward her even as Jhe rewarded you, and double unto her 

double according to. her works : in the cup which Jhe hatbfiU 

Jed, Jill to he* double* How much Jhe had glorified herfelf f 

nnd lived delicioiifiy, Jo much torment and for row give her. 

And we find an eulogy pronounced in the facred volume 

-opon thofe who fliould be inftrumeflts in this her deftruo- 

tion and puni&ment ; O daughter of Babylon which art t» 

be deffroyed, happy jhall he be that rewardeth thee even as 

thou hqflferved us ; jea, happy Jhall he be that Jhall 4akt thy 

little ones and Jhall da/h them againjl the Jlonesl 

But ftiH it is faid, that magifteriai authority, hunwa 
laws and penalties, are antichriiliau weapons, altogether 
foreign to the fpiritual nature of the Chriilian church, and 
inconfiftent with the -methods of promoting religion re- 
commended in the gofpel. To have recourfe to then* even 
againft Papifts, is t* fight Popery k) the Spirit and with the 
unhallowed arms of Popery > whereas lenity, forbearance, 
ijiftrudUon and perfuafion, would be both more fuitable tp 
K k 2 tfc* 
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the religion of Jefus, and more effeftual for the ends pro- 

pofed *• -But we plead not that thefe are weapons at aft 

competent 

* " The methods whereby, accordmg to the command of our Lord, his re- 
u ligion was to be propagated, were no other than teaching, and the attractive 
" influence of an exernplay life. — Of the whole armour of God, to be employed 
" io/fifeis warfare, the aportle paul has given us a catalogue ;'Eph. vi. 14, etc. 
u —Behold the Chriftian's panoply. But for the ufe of other arms offenfive ©r 
u defcnfive, in the battles of faith, I can find no warrant'. — Swords and fpears, 
" And all faih instruments of hoflility, are fuited to the defence of fecular a»4 
u worldly kingdoms. But fuch weapons are prepoftcrou% when employed in 
" fupport of a difpenfation cjuite fyiritual and heavenly Is it not mofl natural 
*' to tbii.k that a caufe will be beft fupported by trie fame means by which it 
44 wat founded ? To the difpenfation of the gofpel, which is tho difpenfation of 
" gracp, mercy, and peace, ought there not to be a fuitablenefr in the methods 
" employed to promote it ? Shall we then think of »ny expedient for defending 
" the caufe of On ft, different from thofe which he himfeif and his apoftles ftv 
fuccafsfully empkyed ? — In the moft unlovely fpirit of Pcpery, and with the 
«' unhallowed arms of Popery, we would fight againft Pcpery. It is not by fuch 
'• weapons that God hath promifed to confume the man of fin, but it is with 
" the breath of his mouth, that is, his word. As for us, though we be often. 
" loud, enough in our pretentions to faith, our faith is not in his word. We 
* € have no faith now in weapons invifible and' impalpible.-»-Fire and fleel ftifc- 
/• us a great deal better. Chriftians in ancient times confided in the divine pto-> 
" mjfcsj we in thefe cays confide in a£ls of parliament. They trufted to the*- 
^ iword of the Spirit for the defence of truth and the defeat 0/ error j wc trufk 
<f to' the fword of the magiftrate. Gcd*s promifes "So well enough when the* 
" legiflatufe is their furety. But, if ye deftrby the hedges and the bulwarks** 
** which the laws have raifed, we (hall cry, Behold, our bones are dried, **»^_ 
. V hope is loft, -we are cut off for our parts. There is no more fecurity for the tnie=- 
<c . religion: Proteftantiim is gone! all is loft!— Wo to him, faith the prophet^ 
*' that'eftahiijheth a city by iniquity. And fliall the-cltyof God itfelf, his church, 
" his caufe, the <faufe of truth* and purity, be eftabliflied by fuch acevrfc 
" means," etc. — u Their more moderate methods are as re lly unjuftifiable, 
*' on the maxims of the gofpc), as the more violent methods of the multitude—- 
'** The difference letween them is not fo much in kind as in degree. The jn— — - ■ 
" traduction of force into the fervice cf religitri, whether applied by the m a - — 
*S.giftrattor the mob, has ever proved, and will prove the bane of true religion—— 
■*• It is the ertablifliment of the profeffion of religion on the ruins of its fpirit,' "^ 
drc. Dr. Campbell* s Addrefs pajpm, particularly p. 7, 8, p, 11, 40, 50. 
In this (train doth the learned Principal reafon, or, fliall I rather fay, 4ec1«ii 
throughout his whole performance, againft all legal fccurities and penal law a 
behalf of religion, efpecially thofe againft Papifls. Not to tak« notice horei_ 
tow far thefe obfervations are from applying to the true ftate of the prtfent tue-^" 
llion, we hiay only rema/k, that, if thefe arguments prove my thing, the; 

'"..'■ *■ ' ptOYl 





t 2fl 3 

spippetent to the church, or fitted for her fpiritual war, 
~arc; this would be antichriftianifm indeed} but as the 

fole. 

ore more than what I fuppofe the luthor himfclf, at leaft others on the fame 
c, will yet openly v^ow. If they have any weight, every law, made, at any 
ne, in any circumftances, agaiuic R^tas muff be unwarrantable antf unjuG; 
d confquently they are reafons not for a partial repeal, or merely a mitigation 
thefe laws, but for the total aholiti n of them : for the diftcience between 
>te vrhich are rcpea'ed and thof.* \et terruiMpg in force, and between thofe 
it -are more, moderate and Itfs mo.er.Ue, differ not fo much in kind as in de- 
c, and therefore, as he pleads, arc ecju -illy Unjutiiriable on the maxims of the 
FpcJ. We are Indeed hcartiiy glad to find clergymen, lilce true Troteftants, 
ring recourfe to the gofpcl to learn the art and maxims of their fpiritual war- 
e, and pleading &> warmly for evangelical methods of propagating religion, 
it, however much we defire to A.e tmly Chiiftian maxims more adopted and 
lowed by the miiafters of religion, and though there is r-afon to with that 
e fpiritual nature of Cb lift's kingdom, and the due diftinction between it and 
e kingdoms of this world, had been a little better underftood in theory t and 
ore carefully attended to jn practice, he.etofore, both by the ma t iftracy aad 
iniftry j yet we cannot help being a littjc jealous of fuch fpirituaiifed notions 

the <hurch, and of the means of her defence and fupport, as would render 
grr Incapable of any benefit or abidance fnm the fecular powers, and would 
■svve her a defencelcfs unreufting prey to all external dangers.— Seme of thefe 
»«3rioe* indeed come a little aukw.»rdly from the clergy and doctors on the legal 
k Abliihment $ and, if turned into another (hape, and applied againft tbemfelves, 
s? greatly fufpedt, they would not reliOi eutte fo'weM. Great as the doctor's 
k *£»irauon of the apoitolic method of propagating religion appears to be, yet, J 
t^-e fay, be has not yet betaken himl'elf to the apoftolic way of labouring in 
* s defign -without purfe or/crip; and -ltroog as his faith in diviae promifes may 
• 9 yet it is not yet fo flrong as to convince him that he has no manner of 
«er for an act of parliament for his benefice, nor will he reckon it a difparagav 
•ht At to his faith to truft fomewhat to that additional fecurity. And, whatever 
Ait dependence 'on the invifi >le and impalpable weapons he (peaks of, I doubt 
<ft~*e would think it his duty #r vvidr-m to decline the aid of men, fenced itytb 
»«», to protect him from a lawlefs and riotous rabble, who fhould offer violence 

B~iim in the difcharge of any pari of his facred function, were it, for in/Uace, 
^ sdmifton of an unpopular rr.ii-iftcr to his charge. At lead, his brother 
^"fcr and principal in the mettopols, in the plerophory of his faith in the 
«^d caufe, thought it not at all unhallowed or anticbriftjan to barricade his 
*^s as fart as poftible, and even to employ a military guard, with fomething 
c « carnal weapons in their hands, to patrol around his houfe to fcrecn hint 
^ «n she infults and attacks of the Popiih mob, 

^VVe could wifli, however, that fume of the above evangelic maxims had been 
^•ter remembered, and reduced to practice, by the eftab!i<hed clergy of the 
' %*rch cf Scotland, and that they h*d not been fiift brought out sad mifapotied 

•y 
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fole right of thwfe into \Vhoft hands the fword is deliver* 
ed, and who bear it not in vain. And in their hands we 
Jplead for the ufe of them, not for offence, but defence ; 
not dire&ly for the propagation or vindication of truth, 
but for preventing injuries and injuftkre \ not for deitroying 
mens lives, liberties or property, but for faving them ; not 
for the conviftion, converfion, or fpiritual falvation of fi li- 
ners, but for the reflraint of the lawkfs and diibbedient \ 
not for the puniftiment of any as heretics, but for the ter- 
ror and punifiiment of them as evil doers. And We have 
apoftolic authority for it too, that the law is good, as well 
*s the gofpel, if a man ufe it lawfully. Nor are thefe 
weapons, in the hands of thofe to whom they properly - 
belong, unlawfully ufed, carnal as they are, in behalf e i ■ — 
ther of facred or civil liberties, againft thofe who ar i g 

vythem as a plea for Popery, Upon very different principle! hive their »<»«-i»fi ~ m 

ftical managements been conducted for more than half a century paft : for, n*__ -^^ 
todifguife the ^(agreeable and fharneful troth, the church of Sco land lif — 
long been inured to that motley kind of warfare, firft learnt from Rome, « 

which the doctor appears to be fo very angry j iofomuch that the contrary d w - m> «r« 
trine has the appearance of a novelty. What but this, for a ferics of years p- ^ #7, 
has broke her p*ace and unity, driven fo many thoufands from her communL -«=»v^ 
«od kindled religious war and difcord from one end of the land to the other rf 
Nothing almoft ha« been heard in the aP.embly-houfe, where the doctor lin — 4b 
often fat, bm acts of parliament, and the flatnte book} while the rules of ctat 
gofpel, the principles of the Reformation, and the ends of fpri;ual edinVar »-o*i, 
have been forgot. And what has been fo common as to fre thehr ecdefnfc ■* «"<al 
•As contumed by king's mefletigers, and backed with the irreiiftible ar^unr*.*"** 
•f G. R. Greeting: and, even in thofe days of boafled moderation, have .**«* 
lt& coated apoftles, and military faints, trained and eqtrppci according »o> *^« 
■gofpel of Mahomet or St. Dominic, often been fern forih to obtain obedience *• 
then? opprerTwe dec&ons ; who have charged the rafcally ChrHHm§» (who !>«*• 
^aps fcrtrpled to- call a trifling fop or nteccaroni their fpiritual father in Cr»*"'*N 
or who would »ot accept of fome ignorant, worthlefs, or profane wretctm ^° |p 
their guide to heaven), charged them, with the fword and mttflcet at their bsr<^***» 
to receive the gofpd and be damn'd. But adieu now to ail fuch methods of p I * ■■ N 
fag the gofpel \ Now that the Papifts are con>iog on the field to claim ci" , ^* r 
ancient property, and reaftume their own weapons, our eftabliflied clergy m * 
•weft willing to refign them in their favour, und to content them felvcs with «**^ ur 
Bible?, hrmilies, and prayers, hating every weapon, as well as every garrV*^** r » 
fl9UU •with tlefiefi,-* »We may furely henceforth cxpe& happy reforming ti tfl**^ 1 * 
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rgwally enemies of both. Neither the fceptre nor the 
fword are become fo profane and unhallowed as to be in-* 
Capable of being employed on the fide of a good as well 
N as a bad t:aufe, and in the caufe of the church and religion 
as properly as in any other. Or are they in themfelve* 
-santichriftian, and wholly unlawful to the profeflbrs of the 
£gbipel ? This were to fall into the dreaming fchemes of 
-Anabaptifts, Quakers, and cnthufiaftrcal feAaries. Or 
Jhas the church no external rights, no outward liberties, 
no temporal privileges, as to which the civil powers can* 
\ye helpful to her ? Or are there no difadvaataffes, no tem- 
poral dangers, to which (he is expofed, from which the 
■Magi ft rate, under God, may liberate or defend her? If not* 
^vhat then are we to make of the received do&rine of all 
%fee Proteftant churches on this head ; and what mean our 
legal eftablithments, and the civil fecurities given to the 
-churches in Britain and elfewhere ? Becaufe the kings o£ 
*he earth have committed fornication with the mother of 
laarlots, muft they therefore be debarred for ever from ali 
^haXle and friendly intercourfe with the fponfe of Chrift r 
mad kept from giving and receiving mutual aids, . and inter-* 
changing with her reciprocal a&* of kindnefs? Becaufe 
%hek power was formerly abufed, and proftituted to anti- 
^hriftian purpofcs > is its nature thereby changed and cor- 
irtrpted, fo that it cannot admit of a right application ? 
itfay, rather the ftrange unhallowed perveriion of that 
power under Popery, the clofe union and coalition of tem- 
poral with fpiritual authority, and the place which com- 
pulfive laws aad external force have had* and ftill have, 
in the antichriflian fyftena, render it indifpendbly neceflkry 
%tiat they fliould be employed by Proteftants againft it. By 
^hb help of the temporal power, and not without the aid 
*£ the material fword, as well as the inviGble and fpiritual 
panoply of Chriftians, was the liberty of profeffing the 
reformed 'religion obtained, and publicly fettled, in all the 
" Rations of Europe, who are now fb happy as to enjoy it * 
1 aad* 
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*rid, by the help of the fame power, through the aid of 
political laws and penal fanftions, hath it been hitherto 
preferred. And it'would be folly in the Higheft degree td 
relinquilh thefe advantages, arid forego the life of thefe 
lawful and appointed means of defence, arid go forth na- 
ked to the enemy, xvhile he ftill keeps the field, armed witK 
fiich hoftile weapons. We would Hot be miftakehl We 
fey not that the religion of Chriftians add ProteftaritSj in it— 
felf confidered, properly owes its birth, progrefs, or prefer- 
fation in the world, to thefe means; but the external liberr 
of profeffing it, and the public temporal fafety of its profeC 
fcrs certainly doth. The hght and evidende of the golpcE": 
©f truth coining in the demonftration of the Spirit, and 
%ith power, hath always been fufficient^ and is unddubwj: 
fcdly the mod prqper and competent mean for the firft *o* 
thefe purpofes 5 but it is no lefs true, that civil authority . 
and human means of a fecular nature, are the raoft pro* 
£er; and often the only competent means, for the laft < i» — "> f 
them. The woman when perfecuted by the red dragon 
though Under the fpecial prote&ion of heaven, was nevec 
thelefs helped by the earth. For this very reafon, that thi 
church has no coervice power, but is confined td thfe ufl 
ef fpiritual weapons alone, the civil magiftrate with whom 
k lodged, is bound to exert it in her defence again ft a_- 
6ppr,effion and violence. Nor doth the ufe of fuch meanr 
for thefe ends, imply the leaft fufpiciori of the truth ana 
intrinflc excellence of our divine religion ; nor cbnfefe ac= 
defeft or weaknefs in the kingdom arid laws of the R«« 
deemer; nor indicate want of faith in the divine promifi 
and fecuriries for their prefervationi It is undeniable, th 
ChrifBanity was at firft propagated; not only without fuc 
aids^ but even in oppofition to the powers and all the te 
rors of this world : nor could pure Chriftianity, the rel 
gjon of Proteftants, be ever totally deftroyed under all tl 
hellilh rage of perfecution, when the kings of the ear- 
Were of one mind in givitfg their power to the beaft^aai 
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it wtwIcT fubfift ftill, fhould it ever fall again under the 
feme unhappy circumftances,— though every human law 
were repealed, and every advantage gained in its favour 
fiftce the Reformation were loft. What then ? Are we 
therefore to reject thefe advantages, deftroy all human fe- 
curities, and, by obferving lying vanities, for fake our own 
mercies ? Is perfecutkm then more'/ eligible, than peace ? 
Should we chafe ftrangling and death rather than life; and 
fly to prifons and dungeons, rather than enjoy the free air 
and light of heaven ? Muft Chriftians, in order to teftify 
their faith in divine promifes, lay afide the ufe of all hu- 
man and ordinary means ? Muft they voluntarily fly into 
the wUderneid of fulFering when they are not driven, or 
precipitate themferves into the fiery furnace before they 
are caft ? This would be the higheft pitch of enthufiafm \ ' 
this, inftead of trailing God, would be moft ungratefully 
»ad prefumptuoufly to tempt him. Men may pleafe them- 
feives, and amufe others, with chimerical notions and fine- 
[poft theories ; but certainly religion is to be fupported ami 
adranced by ordinary means, and by methods congruous 
to the principles and confutation of human nature, with- 
out denying or excluding the extraordinary and fiipernatu- 
ral work of God about it : and whatever refinements a- 
boot the nature of Chrift's kingdom many feem now to' 
run into, yet it is a demonftrable truth, confirmed by the 
tmiform experience of all ages, that his kingdom is of fucli 
a nature, as that its intcrefts may be deeply affefted by the 
laws and admiuiftratiort of earthly kingdoms 5 according as 
theie are favourable or oppofite to it, fo may it receive 
much benefit or hurt from them. - Whatever mifehiefs 
have ariien from the improper, injudicious interference of 
the temporal powers with the matters of religion, yet who v 
will fay that their protection, fupport and countenance are 
not more advantageous for the progrefs, advancement and 
maintenance of any religion, true or falie, than the con- 
rary : whereas, on the other hand, it muft, in the nature 
LI ©f 
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of things, be a great, and^with multitudes, an infuperabltf 
obftacle againft the reception of the truth, and the fuccefs 
of the beft of cauies, that men fhould have every exter- 
nal evil to dread, and the ftrongeft paffions of human na- 
ture to combat and conquer, in order to follow, with inte- 
grityfc the light of truth, and the convictions of confeierice— «. 
Chriftianity may fubfift under all external difadvantages j^g 

but there is a great difference between fubfifting and flou 

rilhiug. There is alfo a wide difference between the influ 

ence of religion internally on the hearts of men, and th»- 
enjoyment of the ipiritual b'leffings of the kingdora 
Chrift, which no human laws, or external force, can 
ther dire&ly further or prevent ; — and the full enjoymen 
of the peace, liberty, rights and privileges which belon 
to that kingdom, as a vifible organic fociety, in its exter 
five and profperous ftate in the world. To the former < 
thefe, the countenance of civil authority is not neceflarj 
but it is to the laft. Though h be not neceffary to i 
church's being, it is to her well-being. And it is perha 
impoflible to produce an inftance of religion publicly ; 
generally flouriihing in any nation, or of a church, in i 
fenfe laft explained, haying the full and peaceable enjo^» 3^- 
ment of her privileges, when the rulers and laws of t ^Mrac 
ilate have been in direct oppofition, or unfriendly to the. 

Political laws, therefore, wifely framed and adminiilr 
are not fo very foreign to the nature of the church, nor 
heterogeneous to the Chriftian religion, as many app 
hend ; but may have greater influence upon it, one way 
other, than fome on this fubject would feem to alld 
Nay, fo fond are fome great men of paradoxes for fic-^P" 
porting a favourite meafure, that they fcruple not to aflt^ rr » 
that the moft fpeedy and effectual way to flop the progi — ^* s 
of Popery is to remove all legal reftraints, and grant it E^**** 
fcope and liberty; and that the beft fervice that could t>^ 
done that religion, and what would prove moft favoura fc*^*^ 
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o its increafe, would be to continue the old laws in full 
brce againft them, and to execute them -with rigour*. It" 
b, furely the Roman Catholics have greatly mif taken their 
>wn intereft, in foliciting or accepting the late toleration. 
They muft have been egregious fools to have been at Co 
auch pains to procure the repeal of laws fo favourable to 
heir caufe 5 fo admirably calculated for multiplying their \ 
>rofelytes, by giving them the chance of fome martyrs, 
low and then, whofe afhes might become a new feed for 
•ecmiting their church. Their joyful congratulations upon 
Jhis event muft be very groiindlefs, and their friends a- 
broad had little caufe tq fing Te Deum upon the occafion* 
For the good of my country, however, I would not wifh 
to fee the flrft of thefe pofkions proved fcdfe in experience 
when too late ; as I am confident they are equally deftitute 
of foundation in faft and in reafon. Becaufe Chriftianity, 
at its firft planting, made rapid progrefs in oppofition to 
the fevereft edidte againft it, through the immediate bleC- 
fing and extraordinary countenance of heaven; becaufe 
the Reformation gained ground and thrived in fpite of -per- 
fecution, through the fame blefling upon a good caufe; 
tecaufe, in fine, the non-conformifts to the new eftablifh- 
ment laft century, {infatuated as fome are pleafed to call 
themf), who fuffered under the fcourge of tyrants and 

atheifts 

* Sec Addrefs to the People of Scotland. &c. cb. ii. p. 36, 38, &c. 
*f* What the reverend Principal Campbell's fentiments are about the caufe for 
>i<:h fuch numbers fuffered in Scotland from the Reftoration to the Revolution) 
y be gathered from a paffage in that part of the Addrefs Jail referred unto, 

f«cms to admit, that thefe men v*ere not only unhappy but alfo infatuated, 
U SH not quite fo much fo as their rulers: and be thinks, *' that by a little 
rilo <i<ration, prudence, and common humanity, the minds of- men would, 
'JtHeut great difficulty, have been pretty generaHy conciliated to the efta- 
^'^iment of Epiftopacy then made, as neither in doftrine nor in form of 
r °***bip could the difference be called material :" and furely, in his view, the 
* <»f church -government then impofed could, with as little reafon, be called 
c ****iL Likewife, he pretends not to deny, that the fevere raeafures then 
P*«l^ W cre hut a juil retaliation for poft injuries. We may jurlge (rem this 
ei ^«i' the Principal be indeed a Pttil-}tciian : and had government at thfo 

LI 2 titDw, 
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atheifts in the civil departments, and'of proud, violent and 
blood-thirfty prelates in the ecclefiaftical, could not be ex- 
tirpated, but rather increafed by feverities, " infooauch 
" that, at the Revolution, wherever the perfecuttoo had 
<c been hotteft, the friends of Prelbytery were the mod ou- 
" merons ;" — Popery and its adherents it feems muft prof- 
per in a fiuiilar manner. Such kind of companions look 
as if they thought that Popery had the fame vital principle, 
the fame intrinfic energetic force, for fupporting or propa- 
gating itfelf, — or the fame intereft in divine protnifee, and 
the fame fecurity in heaven's protection as the caufe of true 
Chriftianity and reformation. But however loudly Papifts, 
them (elves boaft of the i»upegnable rock on which their 
church is founded; yet all true Protectants will readily 
join in laying, Their rock is not as our rock^ even etikmits^ 
themfelves being judges. 

It is entirely, foreign to the argument, to adduce the pro-- 
ecpts and example of our Saviour, enjoining charity ai 
benevolence, forbearance, patience, and forgivenefs of ci 

time, initead of repealing the l?ws againit P-pifte, reftored and eftahlifhed ep 
copacy in Scotland, wc may form a prob^Me coujeftore what part he would ha' 
reckoned himfelf obl'g^d to have acted from principle,, whatever he mig ta :r=1 ? 

have done from prudence. Htrein indeed he eratfly followi the ftp*, at "** 

writes in the fpirit of his predeafjiors, .he worthy do&ors and clergy of Abe "^-^ 

dten, who, in former national 'flruggles for eccleliftical and civil liberties, ha ^ e 

openly discovered thcmielves in the oppofite i tereft, or, if they have joined t^^^^^Bi* 

reft of the nation, have always brought up the rear, and hung like clogs retard! : ^" l 5 

the public motion. The Abeidonians muft certainly be defcended of a vcy difl 

rent race from the reft of their com -fry men, or there mult be fome fatal infc&i- 

in the air of that pla.e tainting the inhabit jots, from a^e to age, with anti-co 

ranting, antiptclbyterian, unti-revth^ion principles, tor all thefe terms I recjs 

fvoonimoiis. It fer«m* i.s prcent profrflors, who adorn it vtith fo much liter 

glory, are not over- fcliciious to retrieve i«s chatacl^r in this refpett. Wei 

renew the old proveib concrrnmg it, Can any good thing come out of Nazare~ 

When of late every otkcfc city and fociciy had taken the alarm, when afTVntt 

tier* forming, and peiiriorts and rcmonftrr.ncf prep ,ing through all ihe \m 

in oppoftion to ihc Pcp'fli bill, the prcfryttryof Aberdeen was perhapa therr 

meeting ». f Pieibyteiian clergymen, that ventured dlre&ly to publifh their 

probation of the m.:aiur.> 

mi< 
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mes, and forbidding private revenge and retaliation of inja- 
ies, as condemning the ftatutes of which wc fpeak*. 
Vlth the fame propriety the execution of any malefaftor 
»y the hand of public juftice might be condemned as mur~ 
!cr, becaufe it is laid, Thou Jhall not kill. Our Saviour's 
lo&rine and example have no immediate refpeft to the du- 
f of magiftrates, or the adminiflration of public juftice ; 
mt are adapted to the ikuatien in which he and his fol- 
owers'were th*n placed." He by no meant fuftained the 
:hara£ter of a temporal legislator or judge, but uniformly 
leclined to intermeddle in any civil or criminal caufes, left 
we (hould encroach on the rights, and ufurp the office of 
ithers. Who modi me a judge, or divider over you \? And 
hat ftrange amphibious kind of creature, that compound 
rf pride, abfurdity and antichriftianifm, a Spiritual Lord, 
vat oot then hatched, nor heard of for many ages after. 
Jut did he therefore condemn all civil and criminal jch^C- 
lifiion? or find fault with the code of judiciary laws efta- 
4ifhed among the Jews, or the civil polity of other na- 
ioos ? Did he intend that tl\e laws of his fpiritual king- 
lom fliould fupply their place; or that the doftrines of 
jeoevolence, forgivenefs and non-rcfiftance IhoukfTuper- 
ede their neceffity,^ fo far as they related to the execution 
>f ordinary juftice ? No fuch thing. Civil authority and 
>plitical laws continued eftablWhed on their ancient bafis, 
tod he left both individuals and focieties m pofleffion of alt 
hoie means of felf-defence, and fecial happinefs, to which 
bey were by the law of nature or nations entitled, and of 
vfatch they were previoufly pofleffed. Thus he foraerimes 
refers to courts of judicature among the Jews, and fom« 
>f the fevereft laws of Mofes, (which, upon the principle^ 
>f our opponents, they muft he obliged to clafs with the. 
penal laws againft Papifts, as breathing nothing but injut 
ice and cruelty, and as diftatcd by a diabolical policy), 
M^ith approbation : and both in pradtice he rendered, and 

t Addrefs, ch, 1. f Luke xii. 14. 
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by* his doftnne taught all his followers to render to'Cafar 
the things which are C afar' s. Ch.-iitio.ity, nr»! -try under- 
ftood, is equally far from divefting rulers of.thur authori- 
ty, and from making mankind flaves. — The doctrines. o£" 
Chriftian forbearance and forgivencfs have no relation to 
public offences againft either civil or ecclefiaftic foc'iety^ 

fo as hereby offenders are to. be exempted from the punifh 

ments of the one, or the cenfures of the other. Nay, th^ 
fame divine Teacher, who fo earneftly inculcated them*, 
hath left a rule concerning. fcandaious offences, even thoST^ 
of a private nature between two Chriftian brethren,- 



•whereby the obftinate offender is fubjecled to lu:.h a pre 
cefs as may terminate in his exclufion from Ghriftian foci - 
ty, by being declared and accounted as a heathen ~- — ■■ *i 
and a. publican*. There is nothing in the fpirit and dutk^ «^s:s 
required in the gofpel, in the le-'ft inconfiftent with t ~~9- ^*t» 
regular cxercife of any lawful authoiity, wheiher for t lac 
fuppreffion of fcandals, or the punifhrocnt of nimes: h» 'mat 
every one of thefe duties, in then true fenfi?, <is fhey ir» -^.y. 
have the fulleft exercife upon the oricc"rs of rhe ftriclr ^sil 
ecclefiaftical difcipline, fo like wife upon thofe who are s= l~ae 
objects of the fevereft penal laws, when thefe are deferv^&<3* 

and necefTary for the public good. 

i 

Nor is the regular exercife of civil authority, within * ts 
proper fphere, and for its own peculiar ends, incompati. t>k 
with the ufe of other means more fpirit ual or religic^ ~«^* s - 
^And through the induftry, vigilance and fubtilty of RoC^* c » 
both the minifter of juftice, and the minifter of truth s» *^ d 
peace, may find employment each in his own vocati^^* 11 * 
While the former is watchful that the commonwealth -^~ c " 
ceive no damage, the latteV ought to be no lefs attentive^ *° 
the fpiritual interefts of thfife over whom he is made o^^ Im 
feer. By argument, by rrind inftruftion, by affiduous J^- 



# Mjt. xviii. 
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bour id word and do&rine, joined to the attra&ive influ- 
ence of an exemplary life, ought he to counteract the at- 
tempts of the minifters of darknef^ and feek to recover 
thofe fouls who are already feduced, or to preferve thofe 
^vho may be in danger of feduftion. Like the good pat 
tor, let him thus " Jlrengthen the weak, heal the difeafed, 
*' feek that which is loft, and bring back that which was 
m( driven away" and not fatisfy himfelf " with eating the. 
■ c fat, and clothing him with the wool." Had Protean* 
teachers done their work more effe&ually, and (hewed 
greater zeal and afliduity, the Popifh faction would not 
have continued to this time fo numerous and powerful, and 
lefs work had been left for the magiftrate and the laws. 
But in the night, while thefe have flept, or, which is worfe, 
Jiave been idly bufy here and there about other things,, a- 
"wake only to grafp at gains and preferments, to beat their 
fellow-fervants, and to eat and drink with the drunken, — 
thefe tares have fprung up. Thofe who are moft felicitous 
to have the legal fecuritics againft Popery preferved, would 
not wifh to have thefe laid down as a pillow for indolent 
ccclefiaftics to indulge their repofe, or improved as a rea- 
son for the church relaxing her vigilance, neglecting her 
armour, or remitting her care of fouls. Every Proteftant 
xnuft readily concur in promoting the truly Chriftian me- 
thods, which fome now fo loudly recommend in lieu of 
the penal laws; and muft heartily wifh to fee propofed 
plans of eftabliftiing more Proteflant fchools, millions, and 
churches, in thofe parts where Papifts moft abound, car- 
ried into execution, and accompanied with ten- fold more 
ifuccefs than thofe of a fimilar kind have hitherto been. 
The fuccefs of thefe, it muft be owned, would be by far 
the moft defireable and happy method of prevention. And 
if the late repealing bills pafTed, or intended to be pafTed, 
Jiowever condemnable in themfelves, and otherwife preju- 
dicial, fliould prove the occafion of rekindling in the breafts 
^f Proteftauts a keener zeal for propagating Chriftian know- 
ledge, 
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kdge, and of exciting a livelier compaflion for' thofe wl» < 
are deftroyed for want of it, — we will not then have 
fon altogether to regret the event. 

Yet, after all, what great fuceefs can be reafonably e?^ 
pelted to accompany thefe means among fuperftitious ar&» 
bigotted Romanifts, efpecially when they aire protected 
der the wings of law ? Thefe, it b well knownj careful^, -y 
fly the light, and refufe to bring their religion to be tried t — w y 
the teft of Scripture, reafon, and argument. From ther 
the true fource of truth is locked up, and the, key of kno\ 
ledge taken away by their Wind guides, who neither end 1 
themfelves, nor permit others ta enter. Tutored up In k^L 
norance, and attached to k by principle, they hate the 
teachers, and, like the deaf adder, clofely fhut the ear, that ; 
they riiay not hoar the voice of inftruftion. Their judgmcEZ^ «rs 
and confeiences are not their own, but committed to t=r H^e 
cuftody of their ignorant or artful priefts for whom thm. «y 
are taught to entertain the higheft veneration ; while tbft^^y 
•re accuftomed to confider every change and deviation firo-«a* 
their faith as equivalent to damnation. Such men cr-au 
Scarcely be confidered as the fubjefts of rational difcipliar^^* - 
They are as the h$rfe or the mule which have no underftar^ ^* 
ingy whefe mouth muft be held in with bit and bridle. JJ^O - 
thing fo fitting as a whip for the horfe, a bridle for the c^/^y 
and a red for the fooTs bach. — 

But however great be the prejudice at prefent entertain ^<* 
dgainft the penal laws, and notwithftanding the fierce' r^^ -2 ' 
which fome pretend for methods more rational and evan^^^ - 
fical, yet there is too much reafon to believe, that, in t J^ JS 
enlightened and pacific age, fome of thefe applauded or* ^ Sfm . 
thods, if profecuted in earneft, would be as much diflile ^^ 
as the other, and foon as heartily condemned as equ^i •*' 
unneceflary, illiberal, and inconfiftent with the gofp^^ 
Some fliew themfelves as much, if not more offended vi c 



c 



tr*e 



£ 273 3 

f the weapons of Scripture and reafon in oppolition . 
y, as with legal peualties, and appear as jealous of 
il of the Popifti controverfy, as of the revival of 

ftatutes. To preach or write againft that caufe is # 
m, to dip into the f cum $f controverfy , and hainoufly 

againft the Spirit of Chriftianity, and the divinity of 
dern idol, religious moderation *. The plain mean- 

e it the vulgar only that were thus prejudiced againft them,'' fays 
vocate fo« Papifts, '« it would not be fo furprlfingj the prejudice* 
lgar ought never to furpri r e : — but that the polite, the fafhionable, 
ed would be weak enough to give into thefe abfurdhie*, and' that 
the bench, and the pulpit, fliould fo often have re-echoed the fame - 
jargon, is, furcly, a matter of reafonable aftunifhment. It gave 
ceivable pain, fome years ago, to find one of our beft writers, in A 
tnon, training his elegant and ufeful page with fome uncharitable 
ft infinuations of that nature 5 and I could not keep myfelf from 
infported with indignation at feeing his majeftic and mafterly pen 
vith any thing fo mean as the fcum of controveify. There are alfo 
t indirect reflections on Popery in the celebrated Effay on Truth, 
ie would not have expe&ed from the known candour of its author.*' 
eflayiftt on the fame fubject, this writer treats with far left mode** 
The populace will, I doubt not, applaud them j bigots will rank 
ong the champions of the Protcftant caufe, and whole f>nods (ic 
) will found their praife: but the candid, the humane, the enligh- 
t of the nation will view their conduct In a different light, and con- 
m as difturbers of the public peace, fqmenters of fediii.vo and civil 
the profefled enemies of religious moderation, and, whatever they 
the real enemies of their country.**— -" And now may I be permitted 
V myfelf* to the reverend clergy, in a manner fomewhat different 
t in which they have been recently addreffed. I would, by no means, 
>u, gentlemen, to revlfe the Popijh controvert or injfeef any kind of 
rfy at all; becaufe, of all methods, it is perhaps the lead effectual 
ve our religioub differences.— I would far' lefs* advife you to preach 
?ofcry : you could not take a more proper meafu/e to give it a credit 
tepee, which at pre Cent it really has not.— -But I would advife you 
1 due fubmiffion) to revile your Bibles, and to preach the pure, the 
doctrines of the gofpel of Jefus j— a gofpel that breathes nothing but 
i, mercy, and univerfal benevolence,** &c. Letters on rel. Moder. 
*e alfo Anfw. to Mr. W. A. D.'j Let. p. n, etc. 
> thefe men mean ? Mud Ptoteftants not only have their hands and feet 
: their mouths gagged too, that they mayfilently behold the refurrec- 
iumpbs of Popery ? What Bible is to be revifed, the pejufal of which 
iate men's minds to Popery ? What gofpel' is to be preached, which 
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ing of which is, that Popery rauft be fufFered quietly to ro* 
eftablifh itfelf, and fie allowed every advantage r for its ia- 
Creafe, while Proteftants muft complaifatitly fit ft'dl, and 
look on, leaving their religion to fliift for itfelf. Becaufe, 
{orfooth, the Proteftant religion has truth on its fide, there-* 
fore none need to care about it^ but both ftatefman aad 
divine remain equally unconcerned at the inroads and trw 
pmphs of its enemy. It is enough for it, that, like virtue 
in the poet, it be coldly praifed and neglefted. Thus, no 
fooner are Proteftants deprived of one part of their armour* 
than they are inftantly envied, and next forbid the ufe of the 
remainder. When once the outworks are carried, aad tbo 
batteries of the laws filenced, the prefles and pulpits muft; 
be fo too, that harmlefs Popery may enter unannoyed. •- . _C 
,Thu$ would they by degrees ftrip Proteftants of evejy^g^—y 
weapon ofFenfive and defenfive, and leave neither fivorriE^.—~<f 
norjhleldin IfraeL Such would be the happy tendency ofc-^zaof 
our new gofpel: fuch the pacific fruits of Rome-hatchc»:^aed 
tmderation. According to it, whoever fhouid delineate rm^te 
Popery in its true colours, and warn perfons againft it witl TW>Jth 
that freedom and warmth which the matter required, woul* JE m\& 
inevitably pafs for an illiberal and fiery zealot, an uncharF -zmri- 
table libeller of fellow-Chriftians, a fomenter of prejudices* ^c$ 
and animofities, nay more, an inftigator of mobs, a preach^^ *er 
dfcrufades*, a kindler of feditibji and "civil difqord, a» — 'id 
an enemy to laws, government, and his country. A«- -id 
then who could doubt but that all fuch would be law£ "al 
game, to be hunted down, at will, by penal laws, whic 
would become, once more, very good Chriftian method 
and wholefome feverities. Thefe noxious ferpents, at the 
magic touch, would be again converted into rods. ' Th= 
We might £>on expert to. hear of new edi&s and ftatut 

nuft excite no oppofition, ho indignation, or abhorrence againft the grea 
enemy that the -gofpel and its divine Author ever bad, or ever will have wl 
the world ftandeth ? 

* See Addref9, ire. ch. ii, p. 46, &c. • 




prohibiting all to print or preach on controverfy, or to Uttet 
a fyllable to the djfparagement of that religion which kings 
and parliaments delight to honour ; as was formerly the 
cafe, when Heaven, in vengeance, fuffered PopMh counfels 
and Romifli moderation to rule the land *." 

But 

• When Mary of England fucceeded to the crown, as a previous ftep to the 

rt-eftablifhment of Popery, (he began to (hew her moderation by an edict inhi* 

felting every Proteftant preacher in the kingdom j in which (he declared, " That 

** her religion was the fame that it had been from her infancy, but that (he 

" would compel none of her fubjects in natters of religion, till public order 

*' (houW be taken in it by common ce-nfent. She required her people to live 

** peaceably, aild not to ufe the terms of Papifi or heretic, or e^her reproachful 

w fpeeches ; and that none would preach without her fpecial licence."— In the 

unhappy period before the Revolution, to fpeak or write again ft Popery, to call 

a Papiit a Papift, — orfo much as to mention a Popi(h plot, was made criminal. 

The liberty of the prefe was reflrained. A Sir Ro^er L'Eftrange was appointed 

Hcenfer of all books publi(hed, that nothing might pa.s but what fuited the pur- 

fofes of the court. The Weekly Packet of Advice from Rome was forbid by an 

order of the King's Bench, and the author arraigned and fentenced for printing 

without licence. One Mr. Jbhnfton a clergyman, author of the Life of Jufian, 

who ventured to draw a parallel between Paganifm and Popery, and to expofe 

the dodtrine of patfive obedience, war, after trial, fentenced to pay 500 merks, 

made prifoner till it mould be paid, and his book ordered to be burnt by the 

Jjands of the hangman. Afterwards, for writing an Addrefs to the Engfijb Pro- 

4tjianli in King James's army, he was,condemned to pay another 500 mcrks, to 

Jtanu three times in the pillory, and to be whipped from Newgate to Tyburn, 

^* fetch was accordingly executed:— and all this at the time when the pajioral 

fetters of the pretended vicars aprfolical were difperfed through the country, 

mud printed by the royal primer with public licence, and (hoals of Papiitical 

'feooks were continually ifluing from the piefs : and while Popi(h priefts were 

allowed to impugn the Proteftant religion, in their fermons, at pleafure, an 

order was font to the Proteftant biwops *< to discharge all their inferior clergy 

«* from preaching upon controverted points in divinity,*' To punifli offender* 

againftthis and like orders, a high coram ifli on court was appointed, the fir ft aft 

of whofe power was the fufpenfion of the bifhop of London for refufing to obey 

the njcjndate, in not ctnfuring Dr. Sharp, (afterwards arcbbi(hop), who had 

keen guilty of vindicating his own religion, and fpeaking againft the corruption! 

°f *ke church of Rome, in a fermon, which was interpieted at court as an en* 

tleavour to beget, in the minds of the hearers, an ill opinion of the king and hia 

government : and for this contempt both the bifhop and doctor were fufpended 

to K«th«r. So likewife, under the fame pretence, one Mr. Hardy in Scotland 

Was Apprehended, imprifoned, and proceeded again ft, merely for giving a tefti- 

m ° n V agsifift raking off the pecal laws and ftatute* againft P«piiH» \tt,*V\\Yx«. 

M m a hi\&* x 
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But it is farther pled, " The ftatutesagainft Roman Cst* 
*& tholics were too rigorous and fevere, nay,- in the highcrf 
'* degree barbarous and fanguinary: and therefore, if they 
*' ought not to be totally repealed as in their very datori 

while, the wolf was wearing fheepV clothing; and all the proceedings of tl 
court, in both kingdom*, were folely dcftgned to manifeft and fapport religic 
moderation. Thus, after the king had in vain appifed to the ' parliament. 
Scotland for a legal tepeal of the penal laws again ft Papifts, previous to 
piblication of hit indulgence, /be wrote to the privy council, u That kt^ow 
*' he, thought fit to publifh his royal intentions, and to give an additim ^~» na1 
•' eafe to thofe of tender confciences ; fo to convince the world c*F kit 
u inclinations to moderation, &c. though at the fame time be exprefFem. bit 
.•' higheft indignation againft thofe enemies of Chriftiaofty, as well ai's go- 
** vernment and human fociety, the Field Convcttticlcrs, whom he recooxmejids 
" to them to root out with all the^fe verities of his laws.'* And the 4~<e?"wnt 
declarations for liberty of conference, afterwards published, bear, *' That bit 
ih Majefty, being refolved to unite the hearts and affections of his fubje^fcs to 
" .God in religion, to him in loyalty, and to their neighbours in Chriftiamrx love 
" and charity, — by hie fovereign authority, &c. he allows and tolera*«« the 
u moderate Prclbytcriar.s to meet in their piivate houfes, and there to bsea*" loch 
'* ministers as, were willing to accept of his indulgence aller*arly; and that* there 
*' be nothing faid or done, contrary to the well and peace of his reign, fircli^oos 
' " or treasonable, under the higheft pains their crimes will import, etc* -* n< ^ 
*« confidering the fevere and cruel laws made againft Roman Catholi.es> — "°» 
*• fuppofition that the Papitts, relying upon an external power, were incaJpaMe 
V of duty and true allegiance to tbcij natural fovereigns,-— we, of our c««*tam 
*' knowledge and long experience, knowing that the Catholics, as it is •heir 
*' piinciple to be good Chrih;ars, fo it is to be dutiful fubjects, 'and that they 
•' have Hkewife, on all occafions, fhewo themfelves good and faithful A»fc*j?cll 
*• to us, and iur royal predccefTors, etc- do, therefore, by our fovereign a«-» tn< >- 
4i rity," etc. — " For tie encouragement of our Proteftant biihops, r^S ^ 
** clugy, a?:d fuch as have hitherto lived orderly, we think fit to declare^ "it 
w it never was cur p:inciple, nor will we eve: fuft'er violence to be offered ** j 

" any lean's cenfeience, nor will we ufe force or invincible neceffity again ^ aof " 
. " man on account o* his perfnafion, nor the Proteltant religion, but will P* " ; 

•' teel, ^c.-~and employ indiftlrcnrjy all our fubjetts of all pcrfuafions^ - "" ** 
•' long as we flr.d unity and charity maintained."— And afterwards, " T^* t 
" end that, by the liberty thereby granted, the peace and fecurity of ou **" ^ " 
** vcrr.meut, in the praclkc thereof, may not be endangered, we hereby ftr-^ 
•* charge all our loving fubjecls, that as we do give them leave to meec a 
•' ferve God afrer their own way, be it in private houfes, chapels, or p^ * i 
•• purpofely hii.d or built for that ufe, fo that they take care, that mtVia^^ , 
" f reached or i aught which may any "ways tend to alienate the hearts of our t^*^ 
" fro?n us or our government" etc, Hift. of Engl etc, . 
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** unlawful and anrichriftian, they ought at leaft to be rcn- 
" dered more moderate. Why retain laws, for the ftritt 
* c execution of which none feem to plead ? Can it be either 
* c for the credit or intereft of a free government to enforce. 
** laws that are (hocking to humanity? Muft it not be wifer 
*' policy to gain them by mildnefs, and bind them by the 
€l powerful ties of gratitude, than exafperate and render 
<c them defperate by inhuman and yet unfuccefsful feveri- 
u ties ?" — This is now become common language, and in 
this odious light are thefe arts now held forth ; Co that 
-whoever would attempt to vindicate them is in daager of 

being reprefented as little better than a cannibal. That 

criminal laws, even when proper and juft, may be fcrewed 
up to an exceflive degree of rigour, and that this extreme 
ipay fometimes be produ&ive of bad eiFe&s, as well as too 
much lenity, is readily granted. The different nature of 
crimes, the degree of their prevalence, and the apparent 06 
probable danger wherewith they threaten the common- 
wealth, mufl regulate the legislature in framing and the 
magiftrate in executing fuch laws. When laws obferve no 
proportion to the crimes, when the higheft penalties are an- 
nexed either to no fault, or one comparatively finall, and 
when they are more rigorous than is needful for preventing 
he progrefs of the evil, then, without doubt, they are both 
npolitic, and have a degree of cruelty in them. But that 
ither of thefe fuppofitions hold true with regard to the ita- 
lics in queftion, is not yet made evident. Do the punifh- 
cms therein tranfeend the crimes and provocations of thd 
'inquents, or are they altogether difproportioned to the 
er criminal laws of the fame ftate? If thefe laws af fumed 
me of feverity, was there not a caufe ? A rough medi- 
may often be healthful to the body-politic, and feve- 
to a few prove mercy to the public at large. Is it not 
t, that a few be fubje&ed to difability, forfeiture, eon- 
ent, banifhment, or death itfelf, than that a whole 
i, and all that is moft valuable in it, fhould perifti ? 

Whatever 



Whatever may be faid as to fome cUafes and circumfVan* 
ces of thefe ftatutes, or of Jbme of the more early acts as 
originally framed, for which we fhall not here feek an apo- 
logy V(though that might perhaps be found in the peculiar " ., 

* By the Judaical laws, which were adapted to the peculiar constitution of T ^fr^~ g 
the Jewiih nation, commonly c*led a the cracy, idolatry was made pnniflublt ^B»*f ,] 
by death. In the early period of the Reformation, Fo^ifh idol at erst were fobject* -^»_^q 
ed to the fame punifhment, as by toe 104th Aft, Pari. 7. Ja. VI. Not only <^s£ ^^ 
were mattes prohibited, bu: pilgrimages, faints days, carols, and other Papifti— ^~ ^ ^y' 
cal rites, under this penalty, if they continued in thefe practices after ]n iiinlii)^ ■ „p 
pains inflicted. Like wife by Ja. VI. Pari. 6. 1. 71. ratified by the Scotch acW^S .»£ 
of K. Will. i'joOi all perfons, going abroad for education, were obliged, withiicx f^iii 
twenty days after their return, to make the confeffion of their faith as therm, .^ss* *tn 
eftablifhed, or to fly the kingdom within forty days thereafter, or be purfued at.^K . u 
adversaries ta the religion. It is very probable that the fraroers of thefe actssm ^E2is, 
aot adverting duely to the difference between the Jewifli polity and the civil gmt^s^go. 
vernment Of other nations, were of opinion, that idolatry and fuperftition wersfc-^.sre, 
in their own nature, (late crimes, and that a diflcnt or difference from the re»-asE~ re- 
ligion eftablifhed was directly punifhable by civil pains, Id is undeniable th . 
fenthments of this fort were long and almoft univerfally prevalent even in 1 
tefhuit naiions. Bui upon thefe principles and ideas the penal ftatutes agaicx- i-ainl> 
PapHU cannot perhaps be vindicated : nor doth it appear that, upon thefe pri-^-^ria- 
dples alone, thty were enacted or executed. But, however that might be, tj^m- the 
peculiar nature of the idolatry and of the religious fyftem of Papifts rnmnlssr s— iji 
taken, and its evil afpect, and dangerous tendency, in regard to the civil ngf -^=r fc.« 
and liberties of mankind, ami the intcrefts of Proteftant governments and co-^szz3Bm* 
moowealths, ftill leave room, and aiftrd unqueftionable ground for juftifyingr tho 

general nature, fcope, and fpirit of thefe laws; and were the fitua'ion and ^— cir- 
cumftances of the times wheiein they were enacted more fully known, arid the 

imminent dangers and fufterings which our a nee dors felt, or to which they wss^B^ere 
daily eapofed by the tuibulent d;fpofitions and practices of Papifia, (of whsnnwlclt 
*re can fcarce now form any proper idqa), thefe might go far to juftify, at 1 -caaA 
to apologtfe for all the* f ^verity of the ffctter of them. 

By feveral ftatutes in both kingdoms perfons were prohibited,, under cer^^em" 1 
penalties, from impoitrog, priming, vending, or ufing any Popiih books. r K^ n ' 1 
part of the ftatutes too appears to bear the marks of the illiberal principles, « Ju> 

over-fcrup.ulous refrraints, the too jealous and narrow policy of paft times, .vh. ^ *-"» 
if ftrictly executed, might be prejudicial to the liberty of the pfefs, the inte ^sr-^" 1 
of learning, and a real oiifcrvice to ihe caufe Gf Proteftants, by depriving xWe^*^™ 
of the beft means of know ing the true principles and arguments of their ad * r ^ r " 
farics ; a piece of knowledge pnv oufly oeccflary *© a proper and effectual ref "■■"• "** 
tion of them. Accordingly thefe have §,raduJly fallen into difuetude, and. ^- m 
the prefent improved fhte of knowledge, are very properly left neglected* _ 

fuch a law be ever neceffary (a* forxtttlaus it may) for preventing the fprea*. -*-=* * n * 

c*f 
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drcnmftances of the times), we may propounce them to be 
jo the main, and in the^partkulars which were the principal 
objefts of the late repeal, not only juft and neceflary, but, 
all things confidered, alfo humane. As far as could confift 
with the public fafety, thefe laws, fo freely and fometimes lb 
indecently arraigned for their inhumanity, appear to carry 
tendernefs in them to the unhappy offenders. Even the moft 
fevere of them evidently difcover a reluftance to proceed 
to the laft extremity by touching their lives : fanguinarfr 
therefore, in the proper fenfe of the word, they cannot 
juflly be called, while Papijfts were not fubje&ed by them 
fo capital punifliment, at firft infiance*. It was (till kt 
their power to avoid this punifhment, and none could be 
in danger of it, but by their own obftinacy, and deliberate 
repeated contempt of the laws. Indeed, if a pri«ft or 
other offender, after fentence pafled againft him, returned 
from banifhment, continuing ftill a Papift, he was thctt 
liable to death ; but is not this an ufual penalty annexed to _ 
?n aft of tranfportation for any caufe whatever, and rec- 
koned neceflary to enforce it ? And is there not a law ftill 
In force, by which Protectant minlfters difTenting from the 

<rf Popery, it cught certainly4o be relinked to recufanta only, that it, to thotjt 
woo refufe to purge thcmfelves of Popery, and alfo confined to botlts alone 
written ia the vulgar language. A law thus limited, as it would provide 
igaiinft the danger to ignorant and illiterate Proteftants, fo it would be no real 
ocroachment on the liberty, orirrjpofnion on the underftajidings and consciences 
f thofe who take their religion, at any rate, upon trnft, and whole faith de- 
t »«ia more upon' oral tradition and intfrutfion iban upon fcriptures cither du 
"»« or human. Aud fuch as arc content with the Bible, and the fitrvice and 
*~fh\p of G6, in an unknown tongue, carnot rcafonably complain of being 
'<Jly lifcd, if they are allowed their other books of devotion, and ail their 
'^ngs, on the very fame terms. 

3*y {owe of the (ratutes, indeed, the hearing and faying pf mafs, as well at 
n g profehtes to Popery, was marte trcafonablej which, by a general clauffc 
Llj c ac^of Will, ond M. are rarified along with the reft of the old flatutes. 
* *'•" at -thefe were not ftri&ly intended to afftA the lives of Papifts at firft 
a **ce, but to ferve rather for tefror than execution, is evident from the other 
la ltics and different forms of procefs appointed by other acts, and particularly 
**- the wh .le tcnour of the repealed aft of K. Will* 

church 



[ **0 1 

church of England are condemned to baniftiment, beficies 
other corporal and arbitrary *punifhments, if they fhouald 
attempt to admit their people to the enjoyment of one of 
the mod unqueftionable rights of mankind, that of na> car- 
riage, in the manner perhaps alone agreeable to their pr~- In- 
ciples and confciences. If one of them fliould, at ^mtlj 
time, exercife this part of his funftion, otherwife than *he 
•cclefiaftico-political laws of England prefcribe, it be^^o- . 
red him to let about it with as much fecrecy and precr po- 
tion, and as much fear and trembling, as ever Jefuit ^**id 
in faying his mafs ; and he would run a greater rift: th"^ 3 * 11 
a Popifh prieft now, for difpenfing all the feven facramc ^ t& 
of his church; yet, have we heard a word of the barlff^ 3 *" 
rity or impolicy of this law, or of its repeal, though t^"* 
penal laws relating to Proteftant DifTenters have been e^^ Xm 
prefly under confideratioa of the Britifti parliament fin^ 306 
the afts for the relief of Roman Catholics were palled — - ** 

Befid- <*r 

f However laudible and necefLry the late act made in favour of difienter -^* ^» 
yet fome could not help 'hinking that it was liule more than an appendage ^ *► 
thf Popiih bills, to conciliate more readily the minds of ail forts of peopkT ^ t# 
them, and prevent the odium and outcry which otherwife might have xM^**** 
from granting fuch extenfive liberty and exdufive p:ivihges to Papiftf. M3* z » 
when a law is good in itfelf, it is needlefs too anxioufly to examine what ^^ere 
the motives or views cf its frim«rs. N;.r fhall we here inquire, whethe*" *"* 
relief therein granted be adequate and fufficiently liberal, or in what things ft 
tnty be defective. One thing, however, could feme efcape obfervation; C*** 
is, the different fate which tkis bill met with in parliament from the oth^ r * n 
favour of Popery. Though we* are far from condemning the amendments r*"*^ 
in the bill, or from finding fault with that freedom 6f fentiment and (p^^* 
which is the undoubted privilege of every member of the honourable houfe £ «3^ 
the oppofiion that it met with from fome, the reluctance wherewith it fec»* tirm ' 
to be grantee by many, and the little angry jealoufies which it excited withU* ^ 
without doors, give the public but too great caufe to fufpelt, that the old ^ 
fatal poliiics of locking with a more favourable eye on the Popifh than or» _ 
difTenting intereft, are not yet entirely baniflied from Britain. When the que-**'* 
was about repealing or difabling llatutes which had invariably continued in ^^ 
iince the earlieft period of reformation, and which fome of the wifeft and g***~ . 
eft of men had formerly been accuftomed to cohfider as very confiderable? ^ 
needful fecurities to the general interefts of Proteflants, there was ne debate ** 
diflintiog voice heard}-— no Sir W— —m B— g— t to deplore the loofe?**^* 

Y *&***** 
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• Befides, oqc might exneft there would be little faid of. 

the feverity of thefe preventive or cautionary laws, as they 
fcnay be called, defigned to guard the moft important inte- 
refts of the individual and the public, in a nation where 
multitudes are continually gibbeted without mercy for Am- 
ple acts of fraud, theft, or larceny, perhaps perpetrated 
under t,he indifpenfible cravings of nature, or to keep a 
perfbn or family from ilarving or public difgrace ; — in a 
nation, where a man, by the Handing laws, for pilfering a 
few pence, or fecreting a flieep-ikin, is doomed to death. 

atbeifm, and irrsligton of the times, or in C}fT.ndrian drains to foretel the 
approaching itiin of his country ; nor one co recal the memory of p*ft dangers, 
or to hint a word of :ot me. dill oyalty and dif ff.ftion j no zealous fpecches, no 
\ini verity ad.ir.flcis, pointi.ig'ou. the t.ireatemd danger to church and irate from 
the propofei toleration, though one would thi.ik there was at leaft cqupl room 
for them : but when one or two of the tyrannical ails of Charles are to be re* 
pealed, in favour of thole whofe aeal for Proteftantifm is undoubted, and whofe 
attachment to the civil government and a free legal conftitution ha« been proved 
in the moft critical times — tuen the champions of Epifcopacy ftart to their feet j 
the fierce zeal of bigots is kindled; the old annals of civil wan art ranfacked 
and appealed to for imaginary crimes of faction, difloyahy, and rebellion j yea> 
the poor Ptefbyterians in England muft not only be refponfible for the pall but 
far prefent wars and rebellions to the outmoft extremity of the globe, becaufe 
tliere are fome PrefWerians, in common with perfins of every denomination 
' under the fun, engaged in the caufe of America; though, by the bye, there art 
toirparativdy few in the American provinces, who properly deferve that name ; 
tHough it be alfo well known, that religion is as little the quarrel, or the true 
« r ound of the American war, as the figure of the grand fignior's turban ; and 
tK«>^Sn it be equally well known, that hone have in general fliewn greater avef- 
lioo to the caufc ol the Amerkans than the emigrants from North Britain, and 
n cns have (hewn greater keennefs, or made greater exertions for aiding govern- 
trte^tin the war aga^nft .'hem, than the Prefbyserians there; for which, in re- 
Xttrn, they ate not only obligingly complimented with the ihnuendos of holdrng 
dangerous a«*d feditiou.. ptinopics, but their country *lfo muft be left almoft en- 
tirely defenc^lefs. But fitting the politics of that dsftrudive war apart, and 
th< -bgh it rm.fl be ow;.cd that religion, either of one form or another, was not 
Jjrevicudy in view, or directly concerned in the controverfy, yet this appears to 
be one of the great and happy events for which divine Providence is over-ruling 
ir, to put, we hope, a final end to the defign, and to crufh any future attempt 
to r&-t'up an Anticbiiftian pageant hierarchy and Epifcopalian tyranny, in the 
^ m rican world, by thr B.itilh legiflature. And would to God, that this were 
0,u > a prelude to the ro'al overthrow of that burdenfome, oppreffive, and impo- 
litic t^Ham, in tvciy pm of the Britifh dominions! 

Nn Shall 
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Shall fmall offenders perifh unpitkd, while thofe wRcrfi 
genius for mifchief moves in a larger, though lefs vifiblc 
fphcre, who are criminals by fyftem, and who teach man- 
kind villaay by rule, — are not only fpared, but publicly ~~ 
protefted, carefled, and encouraged ? 

And if we compare thefe laws with Some of the fongui- 
nary a6rs proceeding from Popifh governments, and tribu- 
nals, and laws remaining yet unrepealed, they are clemen- 
cy itfelf, and proclaim the temper and moderation of * 
Protsftant constitution. In the hardeft laws, and fevereil i 

profccutions of Papifts, the Britifh governors have never - 

copied the examples drawn to their hand, nor attempted J 

to retaliate the Shocking barbarities which thofe of that z» 

religion exercifed when they ruled the nations, and thefe -^5 

fends among the reft, with their iron rod. The cup, of ~^i 
which they have made others fo largely drink, has never ^r 
yet been filled up to them. Their little finger has e*er -mr 
been found heavier than the loins of Proteftants; and they *%& 
have but little reafon to complain, when they are chaftifed ^^rf 
■with whips, who have chaftifed others, and would ftill -JLA1 
chaftife them, with deadly Scorpions. 

. Our paffions and feeKngs alone, to which the appeal is- -^^ is- 
fo often made in this caufe, are a very incompetent judge ^»~e 
to determine what laws or actions are unjuft and barbae * ji » 
rous, and' what are not. For this we muft apply to r« a 
higher principle. In the loweft degree of punUhment there^^^re 
may fbmetimes be more of cruelty than in the higheft, incim-itt 
other circumftances. If we confult mere feelings, everyg ay 
degree of pain and evil, voluntarily inflicted on a fellow — *^^- 
creature, may be pronounced barbarous ; as this, in itfelfc -K -1* 
confidered, is always contrary to the tender fympathet»' -fr 
feelings of man, and productive of uneafy fenfations. B^; ^7 
this rule, the emetics and cathartics, the lancet, the probe— — ■> 
and the amputating knife of the phyficiao, may be account^^*- 



I 
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ed crael, and himfclf a barbarian, even though they be 
applied with the moll gentle hand, and the mod merciful 
and benevolent intentions-— To. fee a perfon chained to-the 
oar, or loaded with irons; — to behold a wretch languifh- 
ing in a cell, ftrangled with a cord, or cut in quarters by 
an axe, is a fight which, abftrattedly viewed, rnuft ever 
be painful and (hocking to humadity ; but the gaoler, the 
judge, or the jury, who, hearkening alone to the fofter 
pleadings of the heart, fhould let a public notorious male* 
factor go free, would be juftly laughed at, and cenfured 
for their childifli and womanifti pity, if not punifhed for 
their criminal negleft. What appears more inhuman than 
for men to ftudy the moft certain and fpeedy a«s of de« 
ftru&ibn, to fharpen the pointed fteel, and point the than* 
dering engines of death again ft their brethren ; yet this is 
the art which hath ever been affiduoufly cultivated, and 
* cfteemed both neceflary and honourable, among all nations 
civilized and barbarous. Were a man only to view the 
carnage of a field of battle, where pain and death appear 
in all their variety of dreadful fhapes, without interpofing 
any thought about the caufes, motives, ends or coafequen- 
ces of the war, on either fide, could he refrain from cry- 
ing out, Bella! horrida Bella! Arc all wars, therefore, 
unlawful, uncbriftian, inhuman? • 

Thus when the reafons and motives of penal laws are kept 
entirely out of fight •, — when the public good which they 
are defigned to fecure, and the evils which they are intend- 
ed to prevent, are not coafidered, nor immediately felt; — 
when the cool deliberations of reafon are laid afide, and 
the paffions of mankind appealed to, and excited, on one 
hand, while there is nothing immediately interefting the 
paffions, or touching the feelings of perfons, on the other, — 
it is very eafy, by a little artful declamation, to make the 
, moft neceflary provisions and puniftiments to be viewed in 
the fame odious light with the bloody -laws of Draco. 
N n 2 - And 
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And the laws of which we fpeak being defigned for pre- 
vention of dangers rather feared than actually felt, and in- 
tended to ftifle crimes in embryo, and to cure difeafes of the 
ftate in their latent principles, and moft early ftages, are, 
of all others the moft liable, from their nature, to be miC- 
reprefented and fall under the imputation of cruelty, when 
they are tried only by the deceitful teft of feeling. In the 
cafe of moft other criminal laws, men's paffions aid reaibn, 
and take the fide of juftice : though they may feel compaf— ~ 
fion for the unhappy delinquent, yet thefe fentiments in hi^ 
favour are overborn by the ftrongcr pailion^ of hatred, in — 
dignation, or terror, excited by the lively lenie and remem- 



brance of his crime. In other cafes, the connection be 

tween the ofFence and the punifhment is ufually more ob- -•• — 
vious and ftrik'mg y and either the atrocity of the rrim i — ^ 
or the proximity of its commiflion, or both togethef, alia - _ ~^r 
and overbalance the painful emotions which ariie from h'l ^ 

inan fufferings, fo as fometimes to reconcile the moft con — =»- 

pailionate arid humane to the moft rigorous and extraord 

nary executions of juftice. But the acls for preventii 

the growth of Popery, relating to an evil which more r~- -^c- 

motely afTec*ts fociety, their juftice and humanity appear at 

firft more queftionablc ; nor do they fo readily intereft r "" '• 

ther the community or individuals in their favour. Exce P 

when fome finking incident or glaring provocation falls oii^ :: > 

iuch as an actual plot, afTaffi nation, or rebellion, toenga_- -g e 

the attention, or ftimulate the rtientment of the publ ^ c t 

liich laws will commonly ly aileep, or the execution °* 

them muft be the work of reafon alone, of flern juftie^^ 11 ^* 

and provident policy. — Yet laws of this fort are often me- '-^^ 

beneficial, and, in regard to their ci\d y they are of all °" 

thers the moft merciful. Whatever tends to remove c=^ -^ e 
caufes of crimes, tends to leifen the number of aft^*--* 3 ' 
crimes, and confequently the multiplicity of particular pr^-^ u " 
nifhments. The more attentive, therefore, a governm^^^ at 
ib to prevent evils, and the more care it takes to drain *rr -* e 

fp;i*r^-S« 
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s of vice, and to guard the avenues to criminality} 
ore wile and humane is its policy. The feverer the 
is which they bear, and the more judicioufly and 
sfully they are applied, the more is vindictive juftice 
ned, and the more, in the end, doth mercy triumph, 
reas, when wicked nefs is fuffered, unchecked, to go 
li time* and to bring forth its pernicious births, the 
ianguinary penalties will, then be found needful, and 
i more ineffectual : 

fta principiis : fero medicina paratur, 
tm mala per longas invaluere moras* 

it it is well known that thefe ftatutes, if they had been 
j too rigorous and oppreflive, were never ftrictly put 
ccution. Our rulers have always managed them with 
ficiently gentle hand. The whole tenor of adminiftra- 
as well as the frame of the laws themfelves, plainly 
s, that Proteftants thirft not. for one drop of Roman 
iolic blood. When did any of them. fufTer capital pu- 
nent in confequence of them ? I queftion if fo much 
le inftance of this can be produced during the time 
have been in force ; except perhaps for fuch caufes as 
Id equally have fuhjected any other perfons in the king- 
to the fame fate. However fond the church of Rome 
f canonizations, and however much inclined to vene- 
her martyrs, fhe will be at a lofs to find one in Bri- 
* fince the Reformation, to add to the number, unlefs, 
ath been, her practice, (he take actual and direct trai- 
into the catalogue. — What ground then was there for 
he outcry about cruelty ; or what necefficy to urge on 
repeal of thefe laws ? If indeed they inclined to feve- 
-would it not have been better to have buffered them 
Irop into defuetude, or to have modified their rigour 
by the miidnefs of adminillration, rather, than raihly 
bolifti therj altogether ? If their exigence expeied Pa- 
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. pifts to very little aftual fuffering hitherto, and hath pr<v 
duced few or no confequences that could properly be term* 
td cruel or fanguinary, even in times when the executive 
powers feemed ta delight in cruelties, and were glutting 
themlelves with blood, certainly the probability of fuch 
confequences was now much lefs. If favour muft be (hew* — ^<- 
ed to that party, would it not have been more eligible ta -«zao 
have continued to grant them fomething as a gratuitous in-. «■— Jh 
'dulgence, the continuance of which fhould depend upon ^=m 
their good behaviour., than to confirm it to them by a for- — — ~- 
mal law, which being once eftablifhed, right or wrong, «."S 
cannot again be fo eafily recalled. If they are capable of~^fc:*f 
being fixed by the ftrongeft and moft generous ties, thofe ^^~e 
of love and gratitude # , may we not fuppofe them to be as sb. -is 
firmly engaged, in thefe refpe&s, to that government^" Ml 
which continues or increafes its arbitrary favours, as to* 
that which continues them only in the pofleffion of a ftipu— 
lated and acquired right? Ought not the legiflature 



have waited at lead a little longer, until it had been afce r - — - 
tained beyond all reafonable doubt, that thefe men were^^^e 
proper objects of fuch an indulgence, and confirmed in dm~— a 
difp'ofition to make a right and grateful ufe of it. llntME^? 
then, ought not the old laws to have remained in forefcj^ ^^i 
had it been only in terrorem> that thefe fufpefted perfonais ^* 
might be further bound over to their good behaviour; a^-* s 
pieces of artillery are kept mounted in the time of peace^*^** 
to be ready againft any fudden emergency. To be onlji^ &7 
overlooked and connived with, was the utmoft the ru^eft^^^** 
of Rome could well expert, and even more than they zx^""** 
ftriftly entitled to. If thefe afts were already as good a^ -^» $ 
dead, what harm would there have been in leaving them tc^^*° 
their lingering fate, without accelerating it by a public an<£^ *<* 
lblemn execution, in which both they, and the memory o* <*c^>f 
their authors and abettors, have been fo ignominioufly and^^ J( * 

• Sec D,. RobertWs fpcech in the G.-nc.al AficifltJIy, Scots Magazine fc^ * or 

hardl 
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hardly treated. To fave a little their credit, they might 
have been fuffered to ftand on the lift, and allowed, at 
leaft, to keep company, on the dnfty fhelves of the judges 
and gentlemen of the robe, with the obfolete laws againft 
(wearing, blafphemy, atheifm, infidelity, gaming, fabbath- 
breaking, and all the reft of pious memory, which were 
never calculated furely for fuch days of fupra-celeftial free* 
dom, politenefs, and the ton ton, as thofe we live in. It 
is indeed a little furprifing, that all thefe have not been 
brought forth to the fame dHgraceful exit, and before this 
time ftigmatized and abrogated as impofitions of prieftcraft, 
itlics of ancient flavery, and intolerable fhackles on tfie 
liberty of man. Perhaps their turn may be next, and the 
rime may be approaching, when our reforming parliament 
may adopt the more extenfive plan of liberty, laid down 
on the largeft fcale. To aflert the natural and noble right 
of man to run to hell as faft as he can, add by any way 
he pleafes, without having any fcarecrows to fright him by 
the road, — in a future feflion, when once the Popifh bills 
are got fairly finifhed, fome patriotic buck would do well 
to bring in a bill for the relief of all tender and fcrupulous 
tonfciences from fuch antiquated and unfafhionable re- 
Aratnts; left thefe now dormant afts fhould, one godly 
day or other, revive and ftart up again from their languor, 
to- the unfpeakable grief, terror, and prejudice of the nu- 
merous race of free-thinkers and free-livers in the Britifh 
dominions, and of fome noble and right honourable per- 
fons among the reft. 

I mean not, however, by any thing faid above, abfo* 
lutely to condemn, as fome advocates for the penal ftatutes 
againft Papifts have done, all execution of thefe laws. I 
cannot perceive that it could be either the duty or intereft 
of government to difpenfe with or totally negleft them ; 
particularly the aft of King William, in its main heads, 
whether relating to the acquifition of property, or the 

power 
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jx>wer of education. I confefs I do not uitdcrftarid if "i" M 
Confiftency of pleading earneftly againfl the repeal of law -ivjks* 
and pleading, with the fame breath, for consigning ther --~ m 
over to perpetual oblivion : nor do I know why any fhouH -«zjld 
intereft themfelves, and make a noife for the prefer?: ^a?a- 
tion of laws, which yet, in the name of God, they muer^^-uft 
forbid the execution of. Acts entirely ufelefs, improper^^er, 1 
and difgraceful, can never be too foon repealed. But fu* joch 
I take not the aft juft now mentioned to be. The leadw -ing 
principle and main defign of it appears to have been,. to 

weaken and undermine the Popi/h intereft in Britain "~ by 
degrees, until it might at laft be annihilated, by metho^=Dd$ 
attended with as little violence, cruelty, or bloodfhed, as 

poflible. A defign truly laudable and wife ! A more - at- 
tentive and fteady profecntion of it might have been attem^Bnd- 
od, by this time, with \\me very defireable and falut^=- ary 
efFefts. Had that aft been more looked after, the pa — ieirty 
could not have retained the ftrength, and gained the fo-^cr>ot- 
ing which we now fee they have. By it they had been ef- 

fectually prevented from ever becoming powerful and p^fcfor- 
midable, by their numbers, public - union, property, C ho- 
nours, or wealth •, and they would have been for ever — fa*, 
capable of exerting any influence, direft or indireft, u py -«pon 
the public affairs and managements. Yea, it might h-^"~Aave 
nearly delivered us finally from fuch troublefome and Atf==*d aa- 
gerous neighbours. Hereby they might have been indu-m=-«ced 
to withdraw, of their own accord, to more kindly clima-^^ates, 
or might have got their fentence of tranfportation to ha_ _^=3/ten 
their motion : and, by this time, thofe hellifh fiends, - the 

priefts and miifionaries, who heretofore have been w -^—raft- 
ing like the peftilcnce in darknefs, and are now alio ^zz>wcd 

to (hew themfelves like deftruftion wafting at noon day, 

might have difappeared, conjured back to the abyfs f f rom 
whence thev came. 
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Popery is an evil of fuch a nature, that it cannot, be ro» 
tedied but by its entire deftrudtion. It is a gangrene in 
te body politic, -which admits of no milder cure than 
lUtery or amputation. It is a fubtle fpreading poifon, 
hich, if the fmalleft portion of it be fiiffered to remain, 
ill infeft and corrupt the whole mafs of blood. It is a 
rhicious tirub, whofe branches muft not only be lopped 
F r but the very roots and fmalleft fibres of it grubbed up, 
herwife it will ftill fpring up anew, and be in danger of 
ertojpping all around it. Therefore it was certainly a 
cefTary and politic rrieafure, to cut off Papifls from any 
jht of fucceeding to eftates, or acquiring real property, 
d to deprive therm of the power of educating, or rather 
rvfertihg, children and minors, whereby their intereft 
ight be ftill kept alive, and their principles, like their 
bates, perpetuated from generation to generation. It was 
»t enough that they had formerly been excluded from of- 
;es and places of truft in the government, as long as they 
id thefe privileges referved to them. While that was the. 
fe, a door was ftill left open for Popery to enter by, and 
fey were not left altogether without hopes of retrieving 
leir affairs^ and wriggliug themfelves, fome time or other, 
ito power, and they have fometimes feen, their hapes, in 
great m'eafure, realized. It is a maxim, that power fol- 
>ws property j and, in fuch a conftitution as that of Great 
ritain, a landed intereft will neceflarily give to its pofTefk 
'S a proportionable degree of weight and influence in the 
tte. And confidering the violent fpirit for eleftioi^job- 
l S» the prevailing arts of bribery and corruption, aad 
■■ Infamous minifterial praftices of packing parliaments, 
*~^ is no reafon to doubt but the intereft of Papifts will 
Courted, and perhaps improved, for the very worft pur- 
-s. Nor will it be at all furprifing, if, in cenfequence 
: tie prefent law, Roman Catholics fhould have a great 
of the lands in England and* Ireland in their hands, 
"*„g;h the treafures of the church fhould be opened, and 

O o the 
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the hoarded wealth of Jefuits, and other condemned eftr- 
Mifliments, {houkl be applied to that pnrpofe. IA that 
- event, what would we not* have to fear? Their tenants 
stftd vafEils would mod likely be of their own religion. 
Care Would be taken to exclude and defraud their Prote* 
ftant heirs, agaiinl which there is no fecurity provided ia 
this aft, — though an amendment Was propoied to the bill, 
with that view, in one of the houfes. Nor Tfrould the re- 
maining hw&, debarring them from all places of power 
and truft, prove long our fecurity. Methods win be 
found out of eluding thefe alfo. Or though they ftioold 
be kept from all public offices and employments, if their 
power in other refpefts iacreafe, this may prove as hurt- 
ful, and is no left to be dreaded. The mtfoence which- 
arlfes from ports and offices uader the crown, is bat arbi- 
trary, temporary, and precarious. It is like the gourd 
that fprung up in a night, and perifhed in a night. It was 
one of the fhort-fighted, premature, and impolitic raea*- 
fores of Popifh James, to lavifh honours and preferments 
upon Roman Gath6lics, before their intereft was fufficiefll 
ly eftablifhed otherwhe in the nation. Hence thshr reigft 
and triumph was but fhort. That power, of which the] 
thought themfclves poflefled, having no folid or lading 
fis, difappeared in a moment ; and thefe over-hafty mn(h . *"*• 
room productions of a court, fuddenty thrank again to no «*">» 
thing. But the influence which arifes from extenfive pro «"^> > 
perty, and- landed eftates, being hereditary, is more ftable^^-tk 
and permanent, and is capable of continual advance ; an(K> *d 
though it (hould operate for a time more (lowly, and, a»-*^ ttt 
firft, almoft imperceptibly, yet more furety and effcftuall^t XJf 
fttfoft. — And if our governors continue in their prefentr ^^»nt 
humour of kindnefs to Papifts, the unhappy day may nor-^=> oc 
be far off, when the door of preferment may alfo be fcr ^^Jet 
open to them, and they may onee more diftate in the ca— ^^-*- 
btnet, and fill our parliaments, courts, and artoies. It iff S- *s 
ram to think that this aft of favdmr will content thatafphS-***- 

ring, *& 
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ring fa&ion, unkfs more be granted them. Whatever be 
the views of adminiftration, it is certainly confidered by 
the indulged as nothing mtre than a prelude to further 
privileges to be extended to rhexa in future. Large as the 
favours, already granted them, are, they are very drfpro- 
pertiofied to their boundlefs withes aad hopes, and far below 
the mark they aim at. Will they ceafe to folicit, bribe, flat- 
ter, or threaten, until they obtain the reft ? Will they think 
they have any thing to be grateful for until they have reach- 
ed the ne phus ultra? Their maxim is, AM or nothing. The 
liberty allowed them will ferve only to embolden them more 
to advance in their infolent demands and pretenfions, and 
to feed their extravagant hopes. It has been their man- 
ner formerly to rife ftep by ftep, and, from bare toleration, 
to etfeep into power and office. The plea of liberty of con- 
ference has been often ufed by them merely as a* ladder for 
their ambition ; and ftate favours haye only rendered them 
arrogant, prefumptuous, and more impatient of controul. 
This was exaftly verified in the conduft of the party for a 
Series of years before the Revolution; and there is too much 
reaibn to apprehend, that it will yet be verified' again. Al- 
ready are they beginning to raife their creft and to talk big, 
a/Turning, we are told, in fome places a fpirit and tone of 
intolerable infolence, and demeaning themfelves in a moft 
provoking manner, fome of them not having even the pre- 
caution to wait till the (hackles were taken off their bands. 

Will any ftill attempt to hoodwink the public by fpecious 
words, and fpeculative refinements about natural and una- 
lienable rights, and contend that there is nothing more in- 
cluded in the late afts than merely a refloration of thefe to 
men unjuftly deprived of them -pn religious accounts ? In a 
matter of fuch confequence, let us not be imposed upon and 
deluded by any theories and Utopian fyftems, which, though 
pieafing to the mind of the philosopher, will never comport 
with the ftate and intereft of aftual fociety. It is jtrndoubt- 
»' Oo 2 , edly 
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edly the bufinefs of legiflation to reftrain every thing incQife^ 
fiftent with the public good: and tbofe natural rights vrhte 
either in themfelves, or by the improper ufe made of th< 
cannot confift therewith, may juftly be taken away ojr 
{trained. And if any will forfeit their natural rights, or ii 
, capacitate themfelves for the benefits of fociety, in that caf^ 
not the legislator or the laws, but themfelves, are to blan* ^ 
Will the plea of rights bail a thief from the prifon, or- 
murderer from the gallows? will it entitle ap idiot or luna^.5 
to manage his eftate, rule his family, and enjoy his liber- ^ jr 
at pleafure ? Is it fufficient to prevent an aft of forfeits *-< 
from pafling againft a traitor, or his children after hinra £ 
Among the various other caufes, natural or moral, "wher^r-? 
by the enjoyment of natural rights may be fufpended or for- 
feited, and which may produce legal incapacities, the Popifh 
religion in certain circumftances, and as it is above ex- 
plained, is one abundantly competent and relevant. If cliis 
pofition be denied, whether will Proteftants be led ? To 
deny it is to impugn indireftly the fundamental principle of 
the Brltifti Revolution-conftitution. And may we not, wit|i 
equal plaufibility, be next told, that all diftinftions and in- 
capacities whatever fhould be removed, and that perfoos of 
every religion, Paplfts as well as others, ftiould be declared 
on the fame footing as to their right of rifing to preferment 
and offices, feeing all men are by nature equal, and aoo& 
can plead any natural right to civil honour or authority 
inore than another, having only the right of eligibility-. 
Have we forgot the ever-memorable debates, refolutio* 33 * 
and decifions of the better part of the community, upon *^ c 
bilk, firft of exclufion, and afterwards pf extrufion of * ^ e 
Duke of York from the throne of Britain ? What £^*- ve 
birth to both of thefe ? was it not the Duke's religic* ** - 
Upon what grounds can thefe proceedings, and the 1 ^ w 
eftablifhed in confequence of them, declaring that no Paf^"* 
can inherit the crown of Britain, be vindicated, if the f^ °" 
pifh religion be not a fufficient difqualification? Let Brit<^ DS , 

be****?- 
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&pware left they be cheated out of their liberty and Proton 
lantifin both together, and left this new do&rine revive and 
>btrude again upon us, in another (hape, the old exploded 
:ant of hereditary indefeafible right, aud end ip a motion 
:o brjog back the banifhed. 

But is it true, that there is nothing more in the aft thaq 
merely a reftoration of men's natural rights, and a fimple 
protection of them in their civil property ? In this light, 
indeed, it was artfully reprefented at firft, and the worft 
fide of it kept from view; fo that many were left alarmed at 
it, for a time, than otherwife they would have been. But 
the vizor foon fell off, and the illufion is now fully vanifh- 
pd. The bare reading of the aft even to a very fuperficial 
Obferver, will difeqver, almoft with intuitive evidence, that 
it carries in it a degree of favour to Popery as a religion, 
and includes a kind of legal countenance to the whole of 
its do&rine, worfhip, and hierarchy, the particulars men- 
tioned in the oath only excepted* Can the office of a bifhop, 
prieft, Jefuit, or teacher, be faid to be any man's birth- 
right or property? Yet not only are the laity relieved from 
their difabilities, — but all thefc are alfp recognized in law, 
taken into protection, and fully fecured in the exercife of 
their feveral pretended fun&ions, Now may their bifhops 
and clergy fafely ftrut about in the livery of Antichrift, pro- 
duce their briefs from his Holinefs, and publicly officiate in 
his name. Chapels may now be opened, yea they are al- 
ready opened, in abundance, in all their pomp and dazzling 
ornaments % for the profane worfhip of the dead, an d for 
chanting their blafphemous litanies, where a barbarous jar- 
gon muft daily refound to feed the gaping populace. Li- 
cences muft be formally granted to defile again a reformed 
land by abominable mafles, in which the blefled Redeemer 

• The public hat been informed,, that 50,000 pounds have been already fee- 
flowed for building and finifting a mafr-honfe at Bath } which rouft exceed any 
^hing of. the kind ever known in Brjiaia finct the Reformation, 
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(alfit blafphemla!) muft be made and unmade, created and 
as often devoured at the word of a mumbling prieft. Altara 
muft be raifed, yea, altars are already raifed, for offering 
up the Son of God in facrifice to the Father, and for era-! 
cifying him afrefh, and putting him to open fhame. If this 
be yet too little, fchools too muft be licenfed, and femiaa- 
ries opened, for poifonirig the minds of rifing youth, and 
for initiating them early into the myftery of iniquity, that 
fo the godly caufe may not fail to be more fpeedily and ef- 
fectually propagated, and that mother church may yet have 
■4 hopeful and numerous progeny born to her in the iiles of 
the fea. How fuch liberal conceflioris and direft encou- 
ragements to a falfe, idolatrous, abjured religion, can be 
reconciled with the faith, engagements, and confeience of 
a true Proteftant, they who can beft unriddle paradoxes 
may explain. Have our ftatefmen a double confeience, and 
a double faith, like fome of the Pagan fophifts, the one at 
variance with the other ? or have they none at all ? Or do 
they think that they are inverted with a power to do fo no- 
thing againft the truth , as- well as for it ? Or can their 
fanftioos really warrant fuch hainous enormities, — or tljeir 
licences fancYify or render innocent fuch abominable idola- 
tries ? Muft they not rather hereby make themfelves par- 
takers of other men's guilt, and become, in fome lbrt, re- 
Iponfible, both in the fight of God and man, for all the 
iriuchiefs which may follow either to the temporal or eter- 
nal interefts of the people ? 

It might have been expe&ed, at leaft, that fome diftinc- 
tion Ihould have been made, in the late aft- of favour, be- 
tween the deceived and the deceivers; — between the poo*— 
deluded laity, and the trafficking priefts who with feigned— 3 
words make merchandife of fouls. Though the former= 

cnight claim fome companion apd favour, yet the latter cer 

Jaiflly defexves not to be treated with the fame degree oiHS 

indul*— 
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iodalgeftce*.— Or if a Popifh priefthood was to be legally 
4et up amongft us, and if Popifti teachers were abfoluulf 
wanted to complete the Britifh education, at any rate, it 
inight have been expe&cd that the fociety of Jefuits (honld 
be none of the number. If we were to have Popery* 
the very loweft and moft moderate form of it might vcrj> 
well have contented us, though we had not fought for the 
very top branches of Antichriilianifm. The loweft degree 
of heat in the Italian thermometer will be found high 
enough for the Britiih climate, and the temperature of a 
• Proteibmt atmofpherc. But, to the aftoniflunent of all the 

• " Papifts we mud hare among us ; and, if their religion keepeth them 
** froin bringing honey to the hive, let the government try, at Icaft, by gentle 
*« ar.d not by violent means, to take away the fting from them. The firit 
*« fobndJticn to be laid it, th* a diflant conGdcration is to bo had of the Popfth 
**" clergy, who have fach an eteraal latere ft tgainir oil accommodation, that it 
** is a'hapetef* thing to propofc any thing to them lefs than all ; their fromacba 
*■ h Ving been (tit for it fince the Reformation. T*iey have pined thcmfelvet 
"■* f a principle that will admit ao mean j they belkfe ?roteflants mutt "ba 
"•■ dttftined, aud therefore, by an extraordinary cffeA of Chriftian charity, they 
*"* would deftroy one half of England, that the other might be faved. Then 
*** fot this worW they mud be in pofleflion for God Almighty, and receive hia 
** rents for him, not to account til the day of judgment; — which is a good 
"** kind of tenure, and you cannot well blame the good men, that they ftir up 
*•* the laity to run any haaard, in order to the getting them rtftored. What i« it 
"*« to the aricft, if the deluded zealot nndoeth himfelf i,n the attempt : he fing- 
♦« cih mafs as jollily, and with at good a voice, at Rome or St. Omer's, as ever 
•* be did; he is a fiogle man, and can have no warns but fuch as may be eafily 
** fnpplied. Yet, that he may not feem altogether infennble or ungrateful to 
"** thofe who are his martyrs, he is ready to allure their executors, and, if they 
*** plcafc, wirl procure a gr&nt fuh aunuloPifcatoris, that the good man, by being 
* c hanged, hath got a great bargain, and faved a fingiog of feme hundred «i* 
«"• years, which he would clfe have had in purgatory. There is no cure for this 

* 4 order of men,— no expedient to be propofed : fo that, though the urmoft fe. 
** verity of the laws againfl; them may in fome fort be mitigated, yec no treaty 
**< caa be made wi:h them, who in this cafe have left themidves no free will, 
* ' but are muffled by zeal, tied by vows, and kept up by fuch unchangeable 
•« maiims of the priefthood, — that they are to be left at defpe: ate patients, anf 
*• * to be looked npon as men who will continue in an eternal ftate of hortility 
•' till the nation is entirely fubdued unto them. It is therefore only the Uf 

* • Papift that is capable of being treated vtiih." Sir JVtU Covtulrfi Charcot*- 
***/ t Trimmer. Lend* 1689. f. 30, 31. 

world* 
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World, thefe daring and adventurous heroes of Catholt 
cifm, thefe late Janizaries of the Pope, and pillars of the ^ 

Papacy, are trufted, and find employment in Britain, whetji _^ 

their credit has failed them, and they have been difcarded _^H 
with dilgrace every where elfe. This fociety, terrible from ^— 
its beginning hitherto, if it has been the mod learned, it is — 
on all hands agreed to have been alfo the mod afpiring, the ^^^.^ 
moft intriguing* the mod deceitful and dangerous of all the^^^e 
numerous orders of the church of R.ome. Accordingly, in Jr^^ri 
fome Proteftant ftates where Roman Catholics enjoy mofWH: mft 
*>f liberty, Jefuits are exprefsly excepted *. But Mrhy do we»^«e 

fpeafei: -ssak 

• This is the cafe in Holland j there Jefuits, together with all regular aars ~ib. and 
foreign priefts, are prohibited exprefsly by the laws. — In 1641 the States posTav <Dob- 
lithed an order forbidding Raman Catholics to invite or employ any Jefuxt, m «, or 
any of the religious or regular clergy to officiate in their chapels, as alfo forbi»i«^K -bid* 
ding them to fend tbtir children into the dominions of Spain to receive the»-«-*iieir 
education. The Jefuits, in contempt of this order, having afterwards crept ihscsc. sKiato 
Holland; and endeavoured to efhbliw themfclves there, the government pi-asv «»b« 
liihed another edict in 1721, by which they were ordered to retire forthwith cc^> J oat 
of the country. " With regard to the other monks,*' fays Janicon, " the nF^ fta- 
u tutes are not executed with fuch rigour, but they are generally more conni^w -Sired 
'< at. Yet this inconvenience arifet from this connivance, that thefe j 
" fuck their parifhioneri-, that they may nouri/h and fatten their convents 
f* foreign countries; Vo that it would be advantageous. to the ftate, and evi 
*' the Roman-Catholic fobjects themfclves, that they admitted none but i 
* priefts born in the republic." Janifon, Etat prtfent d'es Provinc. Unies, tm 
i. i. cb< 1. £.15. 

. The late alts are faid to be framed after the model of the laws of HorfandEss» *& *a 
4-egard to Papifts, and the policy of that republic is often appealed to as a pr~^ "*r©of 
of the fafety, wifdom, and excellence of the new toleration. But, if they w-^*^ ,rere 
ineant as copies of thefe,. they have been carried far beyond the original, wt^* iswwith 
this farther notable difference, that the Britifh legillature hath repealed or c^ dis- 
abled a variety of laws, generally reckoned religious and falutary, previoufly W ■*" 
tied, and continued down in variably from the earlieft days of the Reformative: ^ion, 
thus making at once a remarkable change in the policy, and giving a Aid -^ — ■*■ 
fhock to the conftitution of the country, whicn thefe prudent States never ^ did. 
Indeed the policy of the tTi.ited States hath varied confiderably with regai 
JPapifts, from what it was in the beginning j but the variation was wholly to 
lifadvaotage of that party. At the eftablifhment of the republic many Pag 
concurred with and aided the Protectants' in throwing off the infupportable 
ranny and opprcflion of Spajn. Some cities and provinces, almoft entirely Cat= 
lie, entered into their original confederacies for fupporting the common c =* 
X 
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IpeaK of Proteftants, when among all clafles of men, and 
ii every Catholic country, even the moil zealous and 
?>igotted, they are now with one voice pronounced in-* 
Famous and intolerable, and their principles and practices 

til- 

f civil libc-ty 5 . and as the confederate States were independent of each othcr> 
■ they are in fome fort to this da^, the Catholics were allowed the fame liberty 
rith Protei ants in the matter of religion. In this condition things *ere fecled 
y the .pacification of Ghent, 1576, and by the union of Utrecht, 1579. But 
y the intrigues of the Spaniards, the influence of the Romiin pricfc, and the 
arbulent fpirit of Popery, this union was foon di'.iurbed. The confederated 
?athe)ics were earneftly incited and almolt generally inclined to treachery and 
^volc : the Spaniards prornifsi thtrn ah the oilier privileges of thefe provinces, 
itcepting the article of religion : factions arofe j a powerful pjfty or ma Icon- 
snts was fanned, who were ready to betray the ptovinces again into the hanJS 
f their oppreflTrs, as many of them aclmily did j which facilitated the, rcduc- 
kon of fome of them under the duke of Parma. Brabant and Flanders capitu- 
ated; feveral cities were betrayed by their Popiin governors, and the war was. 
rarritd by their means into the midft of the Seven Provinces, to the great danger 
»f the whole. In fome place?, where the Popish faction was ii rouge ft, they chafed 
away the Proteftants, as in Boifleduc t the Proteftants, in like manner, drove 
<rat the Papitts from Antwerp. Tuat difpofuion which appeared among the Ca- 
tholic* to join their brethren in religion, and perfidioully 10 return to the Spanilh 
yoke, occaGoned that new union or fettlement which was made in 1^83, where- 
by it was declared, that in ail the provinces, which continued firm to the unian, 
the reformed religion alone ihould be openly exercifed. And, in the er\d, the 
greater body of Papifts, having rendered themlelves odious, withdrew into the 
Spanifh provinces, and the Proteftants in the territories of Spain flickered them*- 
fclves in the provinces of the union. At the truce eftablimed in 1609, tr »e 
Archduke Albert and the king of Spain could obtain no alteration of the fettle- 
ment ci religion already made. Henry the Oreat. by whofe mediation the truce 
*a* con d ud d, though he dor ft not ii fift for a free toleration' to the Roman 
CttholicB during the treaty, for fear of marring it altogether, immediately at'eer, 
by his am j.iVa lor Joaunm, mad-- prcfling fol<citations tor fucii a toleration, but 
without the dtli. ed fuccefs. The aifcmbly of the States, after' hearing a lojtg 
harangue in favour ot the Catholics, though very unwilling iu any thing to clii*. 
obiige the friendly king, returned an anfvwer amounting to a ret'ufal $ they agreed 
to *;lo* -the cxcicifo of the Ronm'h religion, without any change, in thofepla.es 
n Brabant that belonged to the republic, where that religion only bad bitbett^L, 
>cen exercifed: but, as ;o the public exercileof ii in the Seven Provinces which 
wmpofed the Sia.es, they entreated that tre ajpjhalTaJor mould reprefent tc? the 
: »n;5 the uccciTity of deferring any decifion about it to another time, bccaule 
>vy weie of opii.ioo, th^t '* the propoicd cxercife of the Catholic religion eould 
*iot be iri:io..ucr.J and **;ho)if. d by a puhiic lav, without endangering their 
P ? " «• infant 



Villainous and execrable. The proceedings agatnft theni 
in France, Portugal, Spain, and other dates, ending in 
their final expulfton from thefe kingdoms, and the total 
abolition of the order, are fafts too remarkable and recent, 

to 

M infant ftate: — that, notwithstanding, they (hould ufe dt tolerance et iiffimula- 
" fYn*," (as Neuville cxprcfles it), •• f.rHearancc and connivance, for the confi- 
" deration and refpeel which was due ro fo great a king, providing that exercife 
" was eomme ficrct, as it were fccret, without holding great aflemblies, add- 
" ing thereto the cautions and fecuritirg contained in the demand that bad 
" been made to them/' — And indeed this may be faid to be the amount of all 
that Papifts have yet obtained in Holland. To this day they are rather connived 
at, and barely futfercd, than legally authorifed, of publicly tolerated. Many 
lawi have been made for reftraining them, and preventing the growth of Pope- 
ry ; and fome of them not a little fevere. In the county of Dreote, in Over* 
iflel, there is a law whereby every Popifh prleft is prohibited from rYaying more 
thin one night in the fame place, unler pain of death.— They are made inca- 
pable of any office of authority or importance in the commonweal: h, except the 
inferior ports of the army. They are rcftricted from making profelytes of Pro- 
teftants : they are ndt permitted to have open proceflions; nor are they allowed to 
feave chapelt with doors opening to the public Greets, but in alleyr and bye* 
lanes. Their chapels, which are care'ully watched and under Ariel regulations, 
though numerous, are rather private chambers in the houfes of the priefts, than 
public churches $ and, for breaking any of the regulations, they are (hot up. 

Yet, after all, it muft be coofified, that the indulgence and liberty granted 
to the Catholics in Holland it greater than feems to agree With the iutereft o*^>5 
the Proteftant religion, or tbe u el far 2 and fecurity of thefc Stares. As a confr — 
que nee of it, Popery has made an alarming progrcf* among tht m for a centur— — — 1 
pall } fo that they make now a third part of the whole inhabitants : and in fo il—- -, 
places in the country, whe e they are mofi numerous they are faid fouieiioies ar- 
behave in a manner that doth very little honour to their humanity, giving JitCaW 3 
evidence of that free and k ; nd:y intercourfe, and of thofe focial afte£tior.s t_^ 
wards their Proteftant neighbour, for which the party are now fo ir ucb ccaF "— < 
brated. Sj that the policy of ihcfe provinces may, in this particular, perhane «■ 
rather deferve blame than imit&tion } and they afford a melancholy example atnanc 
striking proof of the dangerous tendency of fuch a toleration. This may app-^-^^j 
from the, following cxtraft from a gentlem.in vwhohas given the world an 
Count of the rccsnt ftate of that republic :~" There are ve/y great numbers* w j'i 
" Roman Catholics in the United Provinces ; 1 otwithOanding their reigar _— »i 
<c as Sir William Temple obferve?, is not immediately ptoteftcd by the Um ^*i 
" the republic —They have made fevcral penal laws to prevent the growth ornate f 
u but, at each province h* h referred to hrrfelf the liberty of n gulating reli^E: S' 
" Within her own jurifdi&ion,- t!'f fc peiial laws of the Stares general have -=^ n 
" ver been put in' execution. In Holland, e fpicially, neither piudcnoe nor — aaw r< 
«* licy would permit them to exclude fo large a body as the Roman Call. ^ f 
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tQ be cither unknown or fbpgot by any who are in the leaft 
ponverfant in the affairs of Europe. For a fucceflion of 
years the tribunals of the magiftrates thundered out their 
[entepces againft them, one after another. Arrets follow- 
ed arrets, the laft ftill more fevcre than the former ; until 
rhat guilty race became, like Cain, fugitives and vagabonds 
upon the face of the earth. Whole (hip-loads of that 
cumberfome, venerable lumber were hurried forth from eve- 
ry port, until tfye merchants could no longer find cuftomers 
to receive their wares, nor open ports wherein to unload 
fheir freight. Not even their fovereigo, the Pontiff him- 
lelf, durft befriend them, however fignal their merits and 
(ervices had formerly been, but was conftrained to leave 
them, and in the end, by his bulls, to facrirtce them to 
the public hatred, the meafure of which, as well as of their 
own iniquity, was now become full. In mercy to mankind, 
and for vengeance to themfelves, thefe ambitious men, who 
lb long fat at the helm/ of kingdoms, dictating to the paflive 
confeiences of fovereigns, who engrofled the education of 
princes and nobles, and maintained fo long unrivalled their 
ddpotic empire at the expence of religion, integrity, and 

< out of the general toleration : anil accordingly they are very numerous in the 
!* great towns of that province, where the magiftrates give them an equal pro- 
* tection with other diiTenters. At Amrterdam they have no fewer than twenty- 
" four chapels. There are great numbers of the fame communion in R ttcr- 
" dam and Several other cities: but they are moft numerous in (he villages; 
" . infomuch that a miller, fmith, or any other me hanic, Viug a Proufrar.t, is 
r « Cure to be a beggar if he fettles in the country; for the prieUs never fail to 
c * injoln their whole communion to negleft him. This peihaps may feem ft range 
t< tothe£ng!i(h reader, who coofiders Holland as a reformed country, and a 
" principal bulwark of the Protectant religion : but I fpeak upon good grouiftitj 
K * and, amongft many proofs which I might bring' of the tru h of what I ad- 
: < vance, I chufe to inftanceu the remonftrance made, to the S ates-general ij* 
K * 1725 by the deputies of the general fynod, who reprefented the growth of 
" Popery in the mod pathetic terms, and affirmed, that, (i .ce the year 1650, 
K * the number of Romfn. Catholics in the Seven Provinces, was increased 
" 35?* coo », °f which they had authentic proofs.** Grot. Ann *l. Sir ff',i/ r 
Temple y Obfervat. on. the Unit. Prov. c h % i, et 5. fretty'ille, Ktfi. it Holland^ 
to. 1. /. 1. cb. 1. ^.4, e. Janifon, Etat pre/, de la RtpubL to. i, cb. 1. £.15, 
*7. 0. Burrfi Efj; BataviaUluftrata^ f. 147, 148. 

P p 2 truth, 
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trpth, have at length met with their due reward Tie h&Tjp , 
gira Jcfuttica % as one calls it, like the flight of Mahom^seX, 
will henceforth conftitute a new memorable aera in hiftbj^cr V\* 
In this event, the Chriftian, the politician, and philofoph ^^er^ 
had ecfuai caufe to rejoice ; and they even appeared to vie 

with each other in their hearty congratulations. " Vcz» "oila 
* s done," {cries one who glories in the laft of thefe c - — c ha- 
racters), " cette fociete fameufe retranche du milieu ^cx Je 
c * nous; plaife au ciel que ce foit fans retour, ne fut cc q^ 

" pour le bien de la paix, et qu' on pui/fe enfin dire, jfij ■ 

<c jacet! Ses meilleurs amis font trop bons citoyehs |g n j 0r " 
a penfer le contraire 5 le retablifTemeat de cette fociete re- 

u muarite, irritee et fanatiquc, ferait pkis de mal aT^^fcf* 
" qu'il ne pourrait dans Tidee meme de.fes partifar^s j>ro^ 
u curer de bien a reglife*." But what do we now ^ee/ 
what is Britain doing? Inftead of joining in the general and 
IBoft reafonable acclamations of joy on the occafion, and 
reechoing back, Hie jacet! (he is afting the part of chief. 
mourner at the % grave, and, in a fit of frenzy, crying oat, 
Refurrexit! We may now fay* " Behold this fame turbu- 
€t lent and fanatical fociety, rifing from its afhes, and ob- 
€i tainirfg a new fettlement among Proteftants! Behold 
<c y thefe men loaded with all their fins, and with the e*ce- 
<c crations of all the world, invired to fix their feat am^ 11 ? 
*' us, and begin their old trade L Lo here an afylua* op^ n " 
u ing for them, when fuch was the nature of their pri** cl ~ 
cc pies, fuch the blacknefs of their characters, and enor*r» atv 
«* of their crimes, they could not be fuffered to reft the fc>I €S 
** of their feet among thofe whofe intereft chiefly it ^ as > 
€t if it could be the intereft of any, to preferve and befri^ n " 
" theni!"' Strange revolution! Can any thing equal the 
folly? To import a deadly plague from Smyrna or C <DX ^ 
fkntinople could not be more unnatural or fatal ? Wil*- ,c 
$e furprifi.ng if this infatuated country (hall fmart feve *' c v, 

* D'Altmb. fur !a ccflj d. e* Je*. p. 134. 

* ■ . • (or 
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-for the egregious error. The finners hands make the fdar<$ 
to ^hich tbcmfelves are caught. 



* 



Whether Popery hath been, indeed, greatly on the in- 
*<xeafe of late years, or if it is fo at prefent in Britain, I pre- 
tend not to be able precifely to determine. Popular outcry, 
fears, and alarms, I grant, are no fure rule for judging of 
this : neither can we always judge of the real from the ap- 
parent growth of Popery: and fuch a full and genuine ftate 
fof that ihtereft, and fuch authentic lifts or exaft calculations 
of the number of its adherents, in different periods, as may 
enable one to form, with certainty, a comparative judg- 
ihent, can feldom be attained. But, however this queftion 
fhould be determined, it cannot affeft the other about the 
Repeal of the penal laws: for whether that intereft was de- 
clining or advancing, previous to the late aft, it was, on 
either of thefe fuppofitions, a meafure molt inexpedient and 
improper. — If Popery was indeed wearing out, and pining 
away under the prefliire of the laws, was this an event to 
be regreted I Ought not every friend to religion and his 
country to have wilhed it a fpeedy exit, inftead of interpo- 
sing unfeafonably to fnatch it from the jaws of death ? Was 
it an employment worthy of a Britifti parliament to apply 
■ their empirical prefcriptions for healing the deadly wound, 
and protra&ing its wretched exiftence a little longer ? — If, 
on the contrary, it was increafing, what reafon was there 
for new afts to ftrengthen that which was already .too 
ilrong, or to precipitate that which had before too rapid a 
progrefs ? As if a fugacious burgomafter, when be per- 
ceives the fea fwelling high, overflowing its banks, and 
threatening a geoeral inundation, Ihould, inftead of raifing 
new fences, open the fkices, and break down the old 
dikes, to drown the fooner his country. €t To talk of re- 
<c pealing laws," as one long fince obferved on this very 
• fubjeft, cc when we want the ftrifteft execution of them, 
, «* is talk onlv fit for bedlam ; and that nation which re- 

" peala 
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w peals ncceflary laws whsn it has the greatcft neceffity for 
" them, muft be concluded tp be weary of its own life* 
" and is felo de fe." 

Every one muft allow that there is, at leaft, a more vi- 
fible and apparent increaie of Popery, at prefent, than hath 
been known for a long time paft : and, whatever was the 
cafe before, there is little reafon to doubt but that now,. in 
confequence of the late a&s, it will advance more and more. 
I$s profeflbrs may be expefted to multiply, as the fwarms 
of vermin which had been fwept away by the ftormy winter 
are reproduced, and bafk and flutter again in the fummer 
funfhine. Every where will dhguued Papifts throw off the 
made, and venture forth from their lurking-places. And, 
-befides the natives at home, what recruits may be expe^ed 
to pour in from abroad ?— not recruits for reinforcing his 
.Majeft/s army, but whole regiments of zealous miffiona- 
ries, and beggarly priefts and friars to form a powerful mi- 
litia for rekindling, with frefh vigour, the holy warfare 
againft heretics, and to keep garrifon for the Pope. What 
numbers will iflue forth from the congregation de propaganda 
fide! What faithful labourers will crofs the Channel, with 
their catechifms and mijbls, to cultivate the long-neglefted 
vineyard, and reap now a richer harveft! — whole troops' 
of feculars and regulars, with the difciples of Ignatius, thofe 
of v Dominic and Francis, and all the reft of the holy bro — - 
therhood, black, white, and grey, hattejd and cowled , 
bearded and (horn, barefooted and fhod ; that, when »h~ x 
harveft is great, the labourers may not be few. 

Perhaps our political projeftors, by opening a door fV~^> 
thefe foreigners to fettle among us, think to help a little t~-m~ 
population of their country, after the great drains made " 
American emigrations and wars: but, if the Romifti chur-^K: j 
is ftill the unchangeable pillar and ground of truth, inft^^^.c 
of this, they muft teach the people, both by their doftr— zmc\ 
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^*nd example, that marriage is diftionourable, and the bed dof 
Jfiled ; and the aureoU of heaven will be held up as the re- 
^vard of perpetual virginity, and a cloifter once more be cried 
^jp as the moft fafe and furc road to Paradifc. The ftatute of 
^Mortmain will next become a grievance; and the laws, for- 
bidding thefe houfes of devotion and gifts and legacies in their 
favour, mull alfo be repealed, as indeed on the matter they 
are already: and, as the age is given to change, who knows 
but we may yet fee fuperabnuated rakes, or worn-out ftatef- 
tnen, ending their days in thefe drowfy retreats; the betray- 
ers of the religion, the laws, and liberties of their country, 
may, in fome future time, have occafion to feek thither for a 
ian&uary, to fcrcen themfelves from the infamy, the curies, 
or vengeance of the people. Perhaps too, the females of 
Great Britain, after they have run through the whole mo- 
di (h circle of gaiety, and feen, as the phrafe is, a little of 
lifey tired of the fame dull roti&fe of worldly vanity, may be 
induced, were it only for the fake of variety, to ibrbud their 
beauties or their grey hairs in the vail, and tafte the plea* 
fures of a modern convent, that they may prove the truth 
of the old maxim, Stolen waters arejhveet, and bread eaten 
in fecret is plea/ant. Difappointed maids and decaying ma- 
trons may yet, in a calenture of devotion, dedicate both 
.their bodies while they live, and their goods when they die, 
folely to pious u/es. As, according to the prevailing mode 
of education, many of them, in their early years, are fent 
over by their imprudent parents to thefe haunts of devout 
ignorance, and nurferies of fan&ified lewdnefs, where they 
learn their catechifm and their fampler together, and coque- 
try and iutrigue more than either of them, they may be fup- 
pofed ftill to retain fome predileftion in favour of the nunne- 
ry ; and in order to enjoy its foft and folemn retreats, equally 
j>ropitious to love or religion, they may even bid adieu to 
their dear, dear Pantheon, Vauxhall, and Drury. Other 
Htloifes may again whifper their paffion to the groves, 

and 
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and figh out their fouls in love-fick epiftles to their Abt- 
lardsy 

u From thefe deep folitudes and awful cells, 

" WheYe heav'nly-penfive Contemplation dwells," 

" Arid ever-mufing Melancholy reigns" 

but as it is fomewhat doubtful if the Britifh people, at leaft 
for half a century to come, will get free of their rooted 
averfion to the gloomy reftraints of a convent, or the doc- 
trine of perpetual continence, however much the other 
fcbout ftiarriage N may fiiit the modern tafte and practice, the. 
ghoftly fathers may find it neceffary, in their great wifdoxrf 
knd prudence, to accommodate themfelvcs to the times, to 
foften or explain away the unpalatable doctrine, and to in- 
culcate but fparingly thefe fublimer heights of Catholic pi©. 
ty. And, if Popery be fo much on the mending hand, it 
is even pogible, that, on good encouragement offered, the 
priefts and votaries themfelves may be prevailed upon to 
break their vows of celibacy, upon their breathing ,in the 
air of liberty: and the legiilature may confider of adding a 
aew claufe to their oath of renunciation, obliging them ti> 
do fo; and they will afluredly take it, as they have done 
the other articles, notwithftanding of any canons and ana- 
themas to the contrary. If it be true, as hath been affirmed,' 
that the breaifh of modern Catholics are foftened into the 
inoft mellowed Irate of humanity, they cannot always re- 
faain calldus to the melting arid attra&ive charms of the 
fofter fex, but be ready to drop into their bofom. They 
■wilijeave both their father the Pope, and their mother the 
church, and cleave to their wives. Or, if this fcheme fbould 
not take effect, they may very probably difpenfe with their 
vows fo far as they relate to chaftity, and fpeedily populate 
the country with a Catholic race of baftards, -unlcfs haply, 
.long before they can be ferviceablc to the community, they 
be devoured by the jakes or ponds ; — as we read of a fiih- 

pond 
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$K>nd at Rome, that was once plentifully repleniflied with 
the fpawn of the priefthood *. 

. Or perhaps it is expefted, that thefe ftrangers will intro- 
duce among us fome new and ingenious arts, quicken an£ 
improve our manufa&ures, or fet on foot fome profitable 
branch of trade, as the Flemings and Walloons formerly 
did;— ror like the adventurer who belonged to the Pope's 
alum works, who gave his Holinefs the flip, and, coming 
over to England, difcovered the fecrets of that trade to the 
Englifh nation, though at the expence of being foundly 
curfed, every inch of him, for his pains f. — And in this 

certainly 

9 In the time of Gregory the Great, upon drawing a fifli-pond, above 6000 
beads of infants were cad out $ on which account he is faid to have revoked 
the decree which he had formerly nude againft the. marriage of pricfts, and ob- 
liging fuch as were married to put away their wives. Bait's Englijb Votaries, 
JPridtaux's Intro L &c. 

■ -f A mo ft dreadful form of excommunication was com po fed by Ernuflul the 
bifhop, and folemnly denounced againft that p erf on ; which is to be met with 
in Sir Henxy Spelman'* Gloflary, p. 206/ and is Hkewife recorded in the Leger- 
book. of the church of Rochefter. As it is a ra afterpiece of the kind, and may 
give a tafte of the fkill and abilities of the Roraifh clergy at enrfiog, a transla- 
tion of it Ss here fubjoined :— 

"By the authority of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoftj and of 
«• the holy canons ; and of the immaculate Virgin Mary, the mother and pa- 
** tronefsof our Saviour; and. of all the celeftial virtues, angels, archangels, 
" thrones, dominions, powers, cherubims, and feraphims $ and of all the holy 
** patriarchs, and prophets; and of all the apoftles and evangeliftsj and of 
.'« the holy innocents, who in light of the holy Lamb are found worth . to ling 
** the new fong j of the holy martyrs and holy confeflbrs ; and of the holy vir- 
5' gins and of all the faints ; and together with all the holy and eject of God; 
" we excommunicate and anathematize this thief or this malefactor N. And, 
** from the threfliblds of the holy church df God Almighty, we lequcfter him, 
** that he may be tormented, dtfpofed, and delivered over wiih Dathan an<f 
*' Abiram, and with thofe who fay unto the Lord God, Depart from us, for 
** wif defire not the inoivledge of thy ways. And, as fire is quenched with wa- 
'** ter, fo let the light of him be put out for evermore, unlefs it fhall repent 
** him, and he make fatisfa&ion. Amen. 

.«• May Gcd the Father, wh$. created man, etirfe him. May th- Son, who 
** fuffered for ur, curfe him. May the Holy Ghoft, who was given for uj in 
f baptifm, cwrfe him. May the holy crofs, which Chtift for-our falvation, 

Q^q , " triumphing 



certainly the public will not be difappoirited. They will re- 
vive the long-loll art of fhrine-making, and of fabricating 
wooden and waxen dolls for women and old children to 
play with: . they will begin the art of pow-ivowing and 
mumbo-chuwboy and, with the moft admirable dexterity, 
bubble people out of their money and their fehfes at the 
fame time. They will, far beyond the greateft adept ia. 
chymiftry yet known, carry to perfe&ion the art of tranG— ~ 
muting iubftances; by a fecret far excelling that of the phi— 
lofopher's ftone, they will fep^rate fubjefts from accidents ^^^ 
and fubftances from qualities, changing the former whi!^^^— 

" triumphing afcended, curfe him. May the holy and eternal Virgin Mas. ^ry 
" curfe him. May St. Michael, the advocae of hcjy fouls, curfe him. H* -^"y 

*« St. John, the chief forerunner and bapMft iF Chrifr, curfe him. May St. ^^^ ^=- 
u ttr, Sr. Paul, and St, Andrew, and all other Chrift's apoftles, together w~ :S.-wli 
*• the red of hi* difciples, and four evangelifts, curfe him. Way the h ~^^=mly 
" and wonderful company of martyrs and conrefFors, who by their holy wo» ^mrMd 
" are found pleafmg to God, curfe him. May the holy choir of the holy ^a— »- S. r- 
*' gins, who for the honour of Chrift have defpifed the things of the wo ^mr~M.<l t 
*' curfe him. May all the faints, who from the beginning of the worlc^K to 
" cverlafting ages are found to be the beloved of God, Curfe him. May ** 3 1 * 
" heaven and earth, and all the holy things therein remaining, curfe hioca* — -"— 
*' May he be curfed wherever he be, whether in the houfe or in the field ^ *f 
•' in the highway or in the path j or in the wood j or in the water: or in *r *• 
'< church. May he be curfed in living} in dying; in eating; in drinks***^ 
" in beirg hungry j in being thirfty ; in failing ; in Heeping j in fl"^» 5 ** 1 " 
«* berifgj in waking; in walking; in Handing; in fitting; in lyings m 
u working; inrefling; — mtngendo; cacando; and in blood-letting.— May *' e 
•« be curf«.d in all the: powers of his body. May he be curfed within and *r i *- *" 
" out. May he be cut fed in the hair of his head. May he be curfed :o> *** 
" brain. A£aj be be curftd in the crown of his head ; in his temples; ic» **** * 
•' forehead; in his ears; in his eye-brows; in his checks; in his jaw-bo**^** 
«« in his nolriils j in his fore teeth aud grinders; in his lips ; in his threat 9 j* 
" his fcouloers; in his wrifts; in his aims; in his bands; in his fingers * ao 
, u his breaft ; in his htirt ; and in all the interior parts to the very ftum^^ .* 
u in his rtin6; in his gioin ; in his thighs; in his genitals; in his hips £> Jn 
«' his knees; in his legs ; in his feet ; in bir joints ; and in his nails. Ma»X . 
«' be curfed in the whole /Irufiure of his members. Frcm the crown of ** i9 
«' head to the fole of his foot ma> there be no foundnefs in him. May tb*. &*** 
■• of the liv.ng Get', vith all the giory of his maje£y, curfe him; and t***? 
«« heaven and ail the powers that move therein, -rife agJnft him- to damn h**"* 
" unltfs he fhaii reject, atd make full fatisfaclion. Amm. Amen* So he *** 

the 
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the latter lhall remain injtatu quo. They will fet up labo- 
ratories for manufacturing deities, or perhaps conftruft 
wind-mills for grinding the Saviour into wafers # . They 
will compound wonder-working balfams, and prepare oils 
and waters, whofe virtues will far tranfcead every thing yet 
mentioned in the molt improved pharmacopeias •, or the morfe 
marvellous bills of quack- doftors. They will revive the 
ancient art of making mummy, and greatly improve the art 
of pickling and preferving of human bodies. They will 
teach us the art, very ufefui for iflanders, of failing over 
feas on a millftone ; and a method, no lefs ufefui for war- 
riors, of foldering on again human heads, after they have 
been chopped off from the body, fo that the perfon (hall 
never be a whit the worfej or of running fome miles with- 
out a head, or carrying it, as St. Dennis did his in his hand. 
They will inftruft us in the moft effe&ual and expeditious 
njethdd of chafing away rats, caterpillars, and flies, when 
they become noxious or troublefome. - They will perfeft 
the art of preaching -and oratory; charm, like Orpheus, 
the woods and ftones; make horfes kneel down in homage 
to the hoft ; convert fwallows to the orthodox faith \ or 
convene a Chriftian congregation of fifties, and call them 
up above the water to Men devoutly to a homily f: fo that 
when Sermons to young women and young men, and our &r- 

* " I had a mind to fee," fays Bp. Burnet, " a picture that, as I was told, is 
" over one of the Popifh altars in Wcrmcs, which one would think was inverit- 
" ed by the enemies of tranfubftantiation, to make it appear ridiculous. There 
•« is a wind-mill, and the Virgin throws Chrift into the hopper, and he cornea 
" out at the eye of the mill all in wafers, which fome priefts take up to give 
u to the people. " Letters, &c. let. j. 

•f Mr. Addifon has translated a very godly fcrmon of Sr. Anthony the famous 
marine faint, which was publicly fold at Padua, and preached to a devout audi- 
ence of fifhes, who attended the difcourfe very fcriootiy, and behaved with great 
reverence and devotion.— It is alfo recorded in the legend of this faint, that 
burning with a fiery zeal to convert the Ruffians to Chriftianity, wanting a bet- 
ter opportunity of tranfporting himfclf, he took Hupping upon a milJftone, and 
failed upon this vehicle qtite from Padua to Peterfboir.g. The (lone is to be feen 
in the great church cf that city, and held in veneration by the Ruffian pilgrim* 

Qjl 2 mom 
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mons to affes, doEtors of divinity, and minifters of Jlate, (hall 
become ftale, and be no longer able to fupport the credit 
of fermons, the modern tafle will be again whetted and ex- 
cited by the newer and rarer invention, and more taking 
baits of Sermons to gudgeons, lobjlers, crabs, or periwinkles. ' 
They will farther initiate us in the profoundeft myfteries of 
demonology: they will ftiew the fecret of uncafing Satan 
when he has crept into a hog, or cuts capers in a cow's 
belly, and of forcing him to difgorge again, or burft, when 
he has fwallowed down, at one mouthful, man, woman, 
or bead alive*; or the way of leading him about by the 
nofe, when he would tempt a faint in the likenefs of a fair 
lady, as St. Dunftan did, with a pair of red-hot pincers, till 
he was ready to fwoon away, and roared out, poor devil! 
for anguifli. In fhort, they will not only illuminate our 
temples and ftreets with their facred tapers, but hallow eve- 
ry element, defend us from every accident, and furniflbi ready 
antidotes againft every difeafe and. calamity: they will exor- 
cife Beelzebub out of every corner of the land, and not 
leave him fo much as the pofleffion of a houfe or an or- 
chard, a cat or a hog, a grain of fait or a drop of water. 

And, to improve our trade and commerce, they will bar- 
ter the commodities of the other world for the carnal things 
of this ; they will fwap ialvation for ready fpecie ; and the 
omnia venalia Romaf will once more be brought into the 
market. What packets of bulls J, breviaries, blefled rofe- 

ries 

* It is recorded in the life of St. Margaret, that the Devil having fwallowed 
her down into his belly, he burft with her j on which account they read her le- 
gend to women lying in childbed $ 6fc. ere. 

t §JPfi u ** °P es fa ra * nummo refenre prof ant 
<%u*rit, eat Romam, facra funt venalia Roma, 
■ ■ Venalia nobis, 

Templa, ficerdotes, altaria, facra, coronx, 

Ignes, thura, f recti, coelum eft venale, Deufque. B<?/>/. Mont. 

t,No left than 500 bales of bulls were taken on board a Spanifh galleon by 

the Brtfcol pmateer in 17C9. Sixteen reams making up a bate, the whole num. 

' l ber 
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j-jes and croffes •, what cargoes of holy duft, fan&ified vcft- 
inents, copes and cowls, rufty nails, and fpliriters of facred 
■wood, will now pour into this newly-opened mart ? Par- 
dons may now be had of all fizes and dimenfions, either ify 
yrholefale or retail, from the vulgar ones of a few years and 
fome quarantaines to the plenary ones, or thpfe of 800,00a 
years, befides the odd fraftions, for our wealthy nabobs that 
tan afford to come up to the terms. In return for good hard 
gold we fhall now have bales of rotten rags, coffers full of 
bones, and pots full of precious chrifm. In exchange for 
our richeft manufactures we furely will not fcruple, as the 
firft-fruits of our reconciliation with Rome, to import an 
arm of St. Andrew ; the chine-bone of St. Chriftopher ; a 
tooth of Jeremiah ; the rod, ferpent, or horns of Mofes ; 
the remains of Noah's ark; the tail of Balaam's afs, or fome 
precious relic of St. Ovid. We cannot but fend fpecial or- 
ders for an adored navel or prepuce ; for the girdle, flip- 
per, and handkerchief of the Virgin, or fome bottles of her 
inilk, or calks of her holy water, which will wafh the fouls 
of our Britifh ladies more white and clean than the beft cot 
metics can do their faces. We may Hkewife have occafion 
for a ringlet of St. Urfula or St. Margaret, fome of St. An- 
thony's fcabs, a button of St. Peter to prevent abortions, 
or the lock of the hair of his beard, which, a learned car- 
dinal fays, " did miracles; although thofe thofc who fit 
€t in his throne feek to overturn it by evil manners*." Such 
rare wares can never be too dearly bought. Our beft 
Woollen fluffs will be but a fmall price for a little of the 
ppwder of St. Martin's cloak ; and pur linens and cambrics 
•will be well be.ftowed for the pinner and fmock of St. Cla- 
ra ; nor need we grudge the finefc muflins and lace for the 
friood of Mary, or the leaft rag from the tail of her fhift. 

ber was computed to amount to 3,?4o,cco. What pity it was that this fouU 
having cat go fl.ould have been loft by falling into the bands of heretics 5 for 
I i gland ihen did not know the value of fuch a facred bill of loading. 

* Baion. ann. 922,. 

Can 



C 3 1 ® 1 

Can all the artillery, and magazines of arms, we can box-* :£i 
of, equal in price or in virtue the wooden fword of St. JV^3TX- 
chael, or the point of the fpear of St. Longinus ? Can a X 1 
the anchors of the royal navy outweigh the value of t Z^» ^ 
lead of the nails of the crofs, or the fmalleft prickle of t In. <s 
crown of thorns ? or can all its cables, fails, or ftores, t^^ 
an equivalent for the fmalleft portion of the fackcloth ar» d 
cord pf Francis, or a fragment of the broken rope wber^— 
with Judas hanged himfelf ? And what are all the furs ar^.<i 
flcins in the Britifti dominions, to the leathern belt of Jot~» ** 
the Baptift, or one of his five heads, whidi have fprung o ~*J c 
of the one which Herod cut off? When the Genoefe re- 
turned from an expedition into the Holy Land, they we tr G 
generoufly rewarded by the church with a little of the Ba, jp- 
tiffs afhes, and they thought themfelves, no doubt, mc* *" e 
than compenfatcd for all the expence, toils, and lofles wfci<^** 
they had fuftained in the war. What ah unfpeakable a-^3- 
vantage is it to be in good terms with Rome! 

But, to be a little more ferious; after all, it may "fc e 
thought, there is no great danger of the growth of Popex~3T- 
As Papifls are not fo numerous or formidable at preftnt aS 
to create any -juft ground of apprehension, fo it is not v^rj 
probable that they fliould ever become fo in any future titaC3 e > 
efpecially confidering the progrefs of knowledge, philo ^^ 
phy, and literature, the improved ftate of focicty, the 1^- ' % ^ r$ 
fecuring the Proteftant religion, and the general temper s»- ** 
* Ipirit of the people. Some would even reprefent the ^ rl " 
creafe of Popery as next to an impoflibility, afTeft to tr~ ^^ 
every fear of this kind as an idle chimera, and can m^*-*^ 
themfelves very merry with the popular alarms about i *^ 

&<:» 

• " Let it be obferved," fays a reverend gentleman more than once qiuC^ 
" tLat there is not always danger when the cry is raifed. There is no more? 
"' danger heie at prcfent to Pioteftantifm, fro» Popery, than there was in^^L^^ 
" land to Epifcopacy, in Queen Anne's time, from Proteftant dificntctt, vfc**" ^ 

'" the like ciy of the danger of the church, from a caufc aa trivial, txeited -^ ^ 
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So, I find former alarms have been treated exa&ly in the 
lame manner, though the event foon dcmonftrated that fnch 
apprehcnfions have neither been impoffible nor groundlefs. 
Laft age, in the beginning of a Popifh reign, there were 
many, who in the fame fpirit, and by fimular arguments, 
attempted to reafon, confute, jcft, and laugh away the na- 
tion's fears of Popery* ; till, by liftening to thefe lampoons 

and 

«« tumults thronghrut that nation, or thtn there was to Chriftiantty itfclf not 
** thirty yean ago from Judaifm, on occ-fion of the naturalization bill, or Jew 
«* bi'l, which put all England in * ferment," &c. jtddrefs, p. Ji. 

4t The amazing growth of Papery hat been long the popular cry ; and the 
€€ arts of the Romifti mitTionarici hare been represented in fuch a light, as 
«« would make ^nc imagine they were a fet of conjurers, who could turn Pro- 
«* tcftants into P^pilU as fad as Pharaoh's magicians turned rods into ferpents. 
«« It will t>e worth the while ta examine into the truth of this wonderful tranf- 
«• mutation, and difcover, if poflilr.Jc, the rare fecret of theft ipiritual alchy* 
«* mills/' &c. &c. Letters on rclig. Moderat. la. 3, 4, and J. 

• This was a common artifice ufed by the blind or deGgning advocates for 
the Duke of York's fucccflion and government J and they might then, with 
equal grace, deride thefe feats, when net only the Protefiant religion haA the 
fame legal fecurities as now, but all the penal laws againft Popery, were re- 
maining in full force. A fmatt and witty writer, in behalf of the Duke's fuc« 
ceflion, reprefents it as next to an impoflibility, that the penal laws and tofts 
ftould be either repealed, or fufpended, even under the reign of a Popiih prince; 
he endeavours to perfuade the nation, that the Protefiant religion would be more 
ftcure, and Popery a great lofcr, by advancing a Papift to the throne, and ac- 
counts the fupprfuions of the king attempting to introduce Popery Into England 
as impracticable and ridiculous as a project to bring an armycrofs the narrvwfeas 
dry foot by the kelp of cork fioes. Hark how he proves the vanity of the public 
ears, and, like a good Chriftian, fteps in to quiet thefe alarms which fume 
▼cr officious perfons, it fcems, had raifrd) and he does it fo much in the ftrain 
" fome late publications, that you would think our prcfent advocates for Pop: ft 
*'S had ltudied under this advocate for a Popifh legiflator :— " I can by no 
means approve of thofc for our phyficians who ufe fuch violent means to awake 
us out of our fecurity, as if there were no cure for a lethargy but cafting us 
into a raving frenzy. And indeed fuch has been the phyfic of our ftate moun- 
cbank*: and f»»ce tl.ev lave pofltfied the people with fo defperatc a mad- 
e-fs, and raifed fuch uifmal apprehcnfions in the minds of the ur.difcerning 
ultitude, I thought it the duty both or a Chriftian and Engiiihman to ufe 
c nioft eflrclual means «f refloiing us once more to our wits again, and to 
cue, if pofT.ble, the nation cut of that moft miferable condition which 
1 vid has reckoned among the meft grievous plagues of the wicked, of whom 
fayf, Tf :y were iifra:d ivbcrc no fear wtf;»— •'< What is left :o anv mo- 

lt narch 
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and lullabies, it found itfclf on the very brink of Popery — ■ 
defootifoi, and ruin together. Bat though it fhoiild be fouQ^^j 

trcai^: 

" narcb that fnoceeds, but to execute the laws he finds, derived down to hirr*. t0 
£( maintain and preferve, together with his crown and dignity? And fince, {,. 
f the prudent zeal of both our kings ani people, our religion has fo ftron^ 4 
" fence built round about it, fince this vine is fo hedged in, that neither T.hf 
" wild boars out of the wood can root it up, ncr the little foxes devour itj "why 
41 do we torment ourfelves with any farther difquiet ?*'— " But alas, under Che 
c f. reign of. an Englifh Pap: ft, the cafe will not be the fame ; but we fhsll be 
" in much greater danger by reafon of the multitude of their Roman emiflaries, 
t( and thofe tao emboldened by hopes of connivance and mercy; and, if ever 
*« the Proteftint religion want a defender, it will J>e then.** — " Truly I am fo 
?' far from thinking, that the reign of a Popifli king can be any way advanra- 
*' geous to the defigns of the Jefuitical inftruments, that 1 rather believe it will 
" of necefiity be. the greateft occaiion of their deftru£ti»n, efpecially fince it is 
* f in the power of every fubject in the three kingdoms to be a defender of the 
" Proteftant religion if it want it. And if people mall think fo, as natorally 
tf then they will, to be fure, no information, no conriclion of recufants, to 
tf adminiftratibn of tells and oaths, to the lead fufpeAed, wall be wanting, to 
" diligence fpared which is backed by the laws of the land, which then more 
" than ever will be wakened againil them, and which cannot be difpenfed with" 
*' al, muft needs be effectual to the utter ruin of the whole party.**—" Let m 
(< now confider what weight fo folcmn a proteftation and fo facred an oath, *> 
** a king of England is obliged at his coronation to take, is. likely to have 
" with a prince that has any fenfe at all either of honour or religion: why truly 
« c our charatlerizer fays, None at all; — for conjidering he is of a religion tU{ 
" can abfolve fubjeds from their allegiance — And arc you fure that he is of j&A 
«' a religion ? "We hear the Roman Catholics proteftations againft that do#* ine - 
€i daily founded in our ears ; we are told by many of them, that they abomii*** 
" the pofition, and muff needs be convinced, that, granting many of the ^ oC * ] 
" tors of their church to be of that opinion, yet it is a doctrine never uni ver " 
" fally received, and that even they who believe, do not preach to all, and th* 1 *" 
" fore very unlikely it is, if they hide it from any, that it fhould be ufed * s * 
u bajt for the converfion of any prince, from whom in all probability ti» c y 
Ct would Itudioufly conceal fuch a point, as would put him in danger of the 1° 14 
'* of his kingdoms as often as his holy father the Pope fliould be tefty, or c * 
€{ him heretic. Well, hut confidering him to be of fuch a perfuafion, -wbf f ^ g ^. 
* l net bis religion releafe a king from his faith to un excommunicated and here** e 
«* people? Ay! there is the mifchief on't; thefe abfolutions and difpenfiti <>r *f l 
•« and Jefuitical loop-holes, can do any thing. But let us a little confide** **^ 
" probability of thefe poor (hifis and evafions ever being made ufejpf to o«r F # 
« judice by his Royal Highnefs," <£•<:.—" fiat now to the main object**"* ' 
" Some people will tell us, (fays he,) that it is -wholly impojjible fir **^ 
•• Eopifj fuccefer, by all his arji and endeavours -whdtfoevcr, to inttvdtce 2**^, 

I 
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.that Popery, in the event, may make no confiderable 
p-efs, yet what thanks would be due to thefe who have 
oved the legal barriers, and thrown wide the gates for 
entrance ? 

Indeed 

into England. Yes, indeed, will they tell you fo again. — But tur late hell'ifl 
'J, adds he, it a plain demon/} ration, that their -whole party believed it pof- 
If.— But granting the belief of a Roman Catholic, that the introducing of 
pery was fo feafible, to be a certain argument that it was f:», arid that this 
9 once tne belief of the whole party, yet h >w does it fol'o* that it it fo 
i ? If they be that cunning and politic people th?y are faid to be, I am Aire 
sy have very little reafon to think that that defigu, whfch was in fo hopeful 
arwardneft, as" never fincc Queen M try's" dajs could bt boafted of, earned 
with all the art and contrivance, all the fecrecy and cunning of a mod ac- 
e and diligent patty, favoured by feveral «f the greatest pcrfons in the 
lgdom,— the uaivcrfal fecuriiy of the nation, that theu not fo much as 
amed of the mine that was ready to take fire, confpiririg, together with 
>fe forts of darknefs, in the great work of our dcltru&ionj and yet, after 
this was brought to nought, mould ever at all (or at lealt in this age) be 
t€ted, when all their mcafures re broken, and all their wicked contrivan- 
\ laid open, and the whole fcene of that religions villainy difplaycd to public 
•w, when the whole nation is (till kept awake with continual fears, and 
rih alartns again ft them, while the verj meah'eft of the people are at dili- 
nt in this taufe, as the great ones which deicend to join with them in it, 
d when (to prevent any iurprife from the Pope or the Gaul) there is not a 
oft but cackles tor the preservation of our Capitol. Alas! fuch projects al 
efe, when once difcovered, are for that age defeated ; and, when fo great a 
fign is to be h.tttbed anew, it ripens as (lowly »i china does, that muft be 
iried an age u-.der ground before it comes to perfection, and then too is 
ry often as brittle as that, and as eafy to be darned in pieces. Thus we 
e how impoflible a thing it is, that, in the temper which now runs quit* 
rough the E.»gli(h nation, that idolatrous fuper{rition fhonld ever be here 
■eftablMbed, when by fo unanimous a confent of fo many of our wifeft 
inces, and all our people, has been rooted out from among us."—" If 
bitrary power be the foundation of Popery, there is very little fear of ever 
eing that great idol reared, whefe bans can ievtr be laid."-— «« There is 
>ne can be lo great a (hanger to the affairs of this ccuntryas not to fee how* 
ong the tide runs again ft Popeiyj a tide fo impetuous, fo Qrengthened and 
elled up with the flowing in if altnoit all intereffs againft It, that it can 
:-.er be i'emmed by the imail reuftance that the mod vigorous prince can 
ake in the he-ad of fo ruined, fo weak and incoofiderablc a party j it were 
lly to attempt it, and extreme madnris to hope to effect it. So young as 
ie Reformation wat. in the reign oi Qjeen Mary, it might inJeed with fome 
lfe be p'.urked up ere it had taken root, or fpread jtfelf over half the king* 
•m j the number of Papifts in thofe days being equal it lead, if not excecd- 
Rr " ing 
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Indeed I am very much inclined to entertain nearly th& 
£imc views, and willingly flatter myfelf, that it is now too 
late a period for this pretended Catholic religion to become 
once more Catholic, or even national, in any place where 
it has been publicly fupprcflcd. It bears the fignatures of 
falfchood, fraud, and folly fo vifibly on its front, that fo 
Ion/; as the fmalleft degree of genuine Chriftianity, true 
knowledge, or common fenfe remains with perfons, it can- 
not fail to be held in abhorrence and contempt. And what 
is ftill greater fecurity than all our celebrated improvements^ 
religious, literary, or civil, though a confideration over- 
looked by purblind politicians, and contemned by our mi- 
nute philofophers, the period allotted for its prevalence and 
reign in the earth is now pafl ; and the limited time of its 
cxiftence irrevocably fixed, and not obfeurely declared in 
the divine predictions, is not far from the point of final ex- 
piration. And that event, with its concomitants and coa- 
fequences, is the greateft and molt interefting in the hiftorjr 
of the church and of kingdoms in the laft times, to which 
the interefted fchemes of princes, the ambition and manoeu- 
vres of warriors, the political revolutions of empires, the 
ihaking of the heavens and the earth, the feas and the dry 
land, mud be fubfervient and introduftory, and of which 
they are but the portentous and terrific figns. Nor can hu- 
man power or policy either prevent or retard this grand 
event fo much as one hour. This is tfo purpofc that is pur* 

•* ing that of Prnteftants. But now that this idolatrous fuperftition has been (W 
u long worn oft" the minds of the people, and the Reformation fo de.ply and A> 
t€ ftrongly rooted, — the church of England fo firmly eftablifhcd, the Romifh 
" church fo dctefted, both for the dangerous innovations of its doctrines and the 
" idolatry of its ceremonies, and fu odious in the e>cs of the people for is per- 
" nicinus principles exp.'fled in the villanous pra&ices of its proU-fLrs in maf- 
u f acres and pta:a, all detected, and at laft defeated, to their utter con fu. "ion 
< f that engaged in them ; things, 1 lay, being in this (late, it would be a g r eater 
" miracle than t!,e mod romantic legends of that church has yet to W aft of, 
* g ihould it ever be reftorcd in :he Eng:i:h nation. " Anfw. to the Charafter ef 
g Pop'fl) Succef$r t and -what England may expeft from Juch a one, Edin. refr. 
*». i<58i. 

po/id 
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jpofed upon the whole earthy and this it the hand that is Jt retch- 
ed out upon all the nations :—for the Lord of hojls hath pur- 
fofed ; and who Jhall difannul it ? and his hand is fir etched 

tut; and who Jhall turn it back P—i 1 hope in God, who 

has vials of wrath filled up to pour out on that kingdom 
of darknefs throughout all the world, that he will foon 
abolifli it in Britain, and that the late meafures, however 
(eemingly favourable for its increafe, will, through a fuper- 
iotcnding and over-ruling Providence, have a contrary oper 
ration, and, in the event, ha ft en more quickly its downfal. 

i 
But though there be but fmall ground to fear that Anti- 
chriftianifm .fhould become general, fo as to eclipfe totally 
the land, caufing again a darknefs which might be felt, — 
yet may it increafe to fuch a degree as may juftly alarm us, 
and produce incredible mifchief. Weak as it may appear, 
it may ftruggle hard for life, and yet make fome laft and 
defperate efforts, before it yield up the ghoft. Nor is its 
farther growth and progfefs altogether fuch an incredible or 
improbable thing as fbme would reprcfent it. Whatever 
fpecious arguments a priori are muftered up, to prove that 
Popery, from its nature, canrfbt be a popular or thriving 
religion # , experience hath abundantly refuted them in for- 
mer and later times: and, fetting experience afide, there are 
not wanting arguments of the fame kind, taken from the 
nature of Popery, the principles of human nature, and even 
the circumftances of this age and country, to warrant and 
fupport our fears, and afford but too much caufe to apprer 
hend that Popery may yet make no inconfiderable advance 
in Britain. — To fay nothing here of the fpirit of infatuation 
that is often fent forth among a guilty people, or of the 
ftrong delufions to which men are often given up, in the 
righteous judgment of. heaven, that they may believe the 
l»oft moaflrous figments,, and the groffeft and moil dam* 

# Lett, on Moderat. ut fupra. 

R r 2 nable 
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nable lies, — left the gracelefs part of this age (which already, 
itfelf exhibits the mod convincing and deplorable proofs of 
luch infatuation and delufions) (hould dread a fermon ; the 
following things, which we briefly mention, deferve tor be 
carefully adverted to. 

The genius of that religion is fuch, notwithftanding all 
its abfurdities, that it eafily recommends itfelf to weak, il- 
literate and uncultivated minds ; in which clafs the greater 
bulk of mankind may ftill be ranked, even in the moft 
fcientific age, and the moft enlightened and knowing coun- 
tries. It addrefles itfelf more to the fenfes than the reafon 
of men. The pompous rites, the fplfendid apparatus of its 
wbrfhip, its imagery, mufic, fhowy habits, proceffions, 
and exterior decorations, eafily attraft the grofleft minds, 
and win upon the afFeftions of the mob. — By its confi- 
dent pretenfions to be the only true religion, in which a-r 
lone men can be fayed, configning all to damnation who 
embrace it not, it is calculated to work ftrongly on the 
hopes and fears of mankind. — The priefts and miffionaries 
whofc choice or lot it is to refide among Proteftants, are 
often very laborious and ailiduoufly intent upon its propa- 
gation, compaffing fea and land to make profelytes. Being 
commonly Papifts by principle, and living expofed to con- 
tinual oppofition and contradiction, not to fay infulr, they 
are, as may be expefted, men of keener zeal, and are ac- 
tuated by a more enthufiaftic fpirit of bigotry than is com- 
mon in other places; while the zeal of Proteftants is often 
too much wanting in a better caufe. By fophiftical and 
guileful words, — by the captivating and high-founding 
terms of antiquity, fathers, perpetual fuccejjton^ unity, unt- 
verfalzty, infallibility) martyrs, miracles, and the like, e- 
grcgioufly mifapplied, may they beguile the hearts of the 
iimple ; efpecially when they have recourfe to the arts of 
varnifhing and white-wafhing, and prudently employ t^ie 
' doftrine of refervation and accommodation. That they 

"want 
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want not men among them alert at p61emical weapons, 
and furniftied with a fufficient ftock of erudition, philolo- 
gy, fubtilty, and wit, accompanied with a proportional 
quantity of impudence, to exhibit their caufe in its beft 
drefs, and to give every argument and artifice its full force 
and eiFeft, is evident from their late appearances and exer- 
tions from the prefs. — Some great families, alfo, are yet, 
to their difgrace, either openly or covertly, friends to this 
fiiperftition, whofe influence cannot but be confidera}>le 
upon their dependants ; and fome of this faith, we are a£ 
fared, have long been accuftomed to employ ©ther methods 
of profelyting, more likely to fucceed than all the logical 
fyllogifms, and rhetorical flourifhes of their literati, or all 
the grimace of the priefthood ; they feduce the poor with 
money, and other douceurs of a wordly kind, to make 
purgatory, mafs, and tranfubftantiation, go more eafily 
down * ; and perhaps from fuch liberalities they may have 

acquired 

• '• I am well a flu red, that, if the miflionaries who are bow amongft us 
" make any harveft, it is amongfl: the lower anil poorer part of the nation* 
" And to what is this fuccefs amongfl them owing ? To their poverty and ig- 
" norance, cunningly applied to, by liberality on the one hand, and books of 
" infttu&ion and devotion (as they are called),o"n the other. Their nccefiuies 
" are often relieved by the charity of the Popifli nobility and gentry; they have 
f c co* Is provided fo*tncm, to fupport them under the IV verities of the winter j 
4 * they have pet font to apply to under their nineties* and remedies freely giveo 
(< them, to heal their difeafes : and, being fabdutd by tht kindnefs of thole 
" who thus minifter to them in their necefiities, how can they think i 1 of a 
'* religion that thus prompts men to scls of goodnefs ?" Chandler y Notes ef the 
flhurch, p. 53. *». X735- 

** In the country, certain fums> L. 5 in fome counties, are given to every 
" new male convert 10 fopery, who is necifiitous : and the children of the 
" poor in EfTex and elfewhere are taken by them, and fed and educated in great 
f* numbers." — The fame anonymous •;. rittr alfo affiirof, " That there has Jong 
" fubfifted in this country a coalition between Popery and the prime minifter, 
" and that the principal Papifts have given their influence and iniertft at elec* 
*.* lions in confideration of their being connived at.*' Thee ^uejiiens refo/ved, 
tyc. Land. pr. 11 si- 

<€ The zeal of Popery, in this kingdom, is aclive, is indefatigable. Its vcr^ 
** fiate of feparation tends naturally to this effect. 1 he piieits *re afTidu.u?, 
ff from principle, in making profelyt'ee, and in urging their party to" make ihcm. 

" There 
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acquired the char after of being perfons of the cc moft e:>c-* 
" emplary charity." — Befides, this religion, though rigid ^ 
dogmatical and imperious in matters of faith, and painful, 
and burdenfome in its ritual, yet admits great latitude a ex 
praftice, and is very friendly to licentioufnefs of life. AV>— 
folutions, indulgences, the merits and interceffion of faint: s^ 
and the like, are fo many baits thrown out to catch the vi-* 
tious. In it extreme fuperftition and profanenefs; a punc- 
tual exterior devotion, and the moft depraved morals £ 
hopes of falvation and habitual wickednefs, may be eafily 
reconciled, and very often are united together. — Some, a-» 
gain, through obftinate attachment to old cuftom, are rea- 
dy to be prejudiced in its- favour, becaufe it was the reli- 
gion of their anceftors: they confider it as the better 
'fcutcheon, and would rather abide by or embrace an ol<l 
error, than give themfelves the trouble to know or folio"*** 
a new truth ; while others^ will be no lefs ready to go ovct* 
to it from mere ficklenefs and caprice, an itch for fingui^ - " 
rity, novelty, and change. — On the other hand, while tl - *^ 
fpirit of Popery is aftive, infinuating and mtrufive, Prot^*"" 
ftants are cold, indolent and remifs. The ancient and &^~~ 
nuine fpirit of reformation is fubfided among them, an "■ 
religious principle is alinoft extinft. A form of religion* ^ 

** There Is at prefent a gentleman in the weft of Englard, who openly g* "^ 
•* L. 5 to every p:rfon who becomes a profelyte to the Roman church ; and *" *^ 
" sdditional bribe of a Sunday's dinner, for every fiich perfon that artends ft* ^~ 
** Allarements of the fame kiwi are known to prevail in moft part* of the Jc« *"* ^L 
'• dom f and among thofe of the higheft rank, though not fo openly deer* •" * ^ 
" The Papifts feem to approve our lenity, in thus fupiiiely letting the 1^" —■■«;* 
" fleep: in the mean time their numbers increafe. But can a nation ofie? 
fC eyes, and not fee, that they muft fcrretfy deride our folly? efpecialry m,'*^ -^ 
t€ we n.fl;.c"t farther, that they have at their head a pretender to his Maje£*"^^ j 
*'. throne ani kingdoms, who regards the inhabitants of this nation, not as ~\^ c 
" f«.jec1s, but his cattle. Who do not fee, that by this blind nrglecl, or, if ^ T ^ ^ 
" pleafe, this miftaken lenity," (which by the way arifeth not froan our Z^"" ^*\ 
" njitj, but cur contempt of religion and the public welfare), we aic tieafur^^ ^ 
tc up a Lidicn 2nd dreadful mire, which, on the firft occafion given, wilt b^ * " jj % 
" tip cur conftitu'ion both in church and ftatc ? " Brown, EJlimate of ^ 
'vfjuti. and Briu'xp. of the Times, v. ii. p. 14c, 141. Lond. fr. 1758. 

devo* - ^' 
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i of its power, is that which is mod common. A 
rrous licence in opinion and practice has infected all 
5 of men. The multitude are Proteftants merely • 
labit, fafhion, or convenience, and not from con- 
s : like reeds, they can yield to every impulfe, and 
and- turn with every wind. Irreligion has chilled 
eafts of many j while a wild enthufiafm perverts and 
Jes others. Orthodoxy of belief is either ridiculed 
:> tinted of fmall confequence. Many of the original 
.rdinal do&rines of the Reformation are generally 
ced and exploded as monftrous abfurdities ; and ah* 
£ofpel than that which made the towers of Rome to 
*d very different from that contained in the publk: 
ions, is now commonly preached in the eftablifhed 
cs, and among many modern Diflinters too. ■ The 
►F ecclefiaftic difciplhie are relaxed-, and men have 
l themfelves loofe from th* curb of all authority. 
*n clergymen have loft their influence, together with 
>rthodoxy, their zeal, diligence, integrity, and deco- 
Initiated into the modifh arts of flattery \ tutored 
the principles of infidelity, or the idle purfuit of plea- 
promoted by a patron's favour ; prone to imitate ra- 
-tian corrcft the follies and vices of the great ; inclin- 
any ftudy rather than theology -, (killed in any art 
liat of preaching; and acquainted with every book 
he Bible ; how can fuch either be pillars to fupport 
aufe of Proteftantifm, or ufeful in eftablifhing others 
-ir religion ? — Befides, the Proteftant intereft i§ more 
Xiore weakened by difunion ; while its profefled friends 
rumbled into parties, and at perpetual variance among 
fclves, the minds of people are unfettled, the com- 
adverfary may make the attack with greater advan- 
and find, in fome meafure, their work already do.ne 
^ir hands. — It is likewifc too fadly true, that ignorance 
liriftianity is yet very general among the lower ranks 
**)ple, more efpecially in thofe places where prelacy 

has 
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has its feat; we might have faid among the higher ran6E^- 
too, accompanied with every fpecies of luxury and diffipsi.— 
tion, whereby the underftandings of men are blinded, arx «J 
their hearts befotted, fo that any traces of religion aregr^_ 
dually worn out, and the difcriininating differences between 
true and falfe religion eafily obliterated. And a corn*. r>t 
fyftem of religion will ever be found moft congenial to a. 

corrupt heart, and mod plaufible to a depraved mind. 

Moreover, the objefts which have fo much engrofled the 
attention of the learned and fpeculative, and our gentlemen 
of modern tafte, are commonly very remote from religioo* 
"and tend little to make them either founder Proteftants or 
better men : in thefe they are fo abforbed, that facred fti3- 
dies have entirely loft their relifh, and every controversy 
about true and falfe religion they treat with fovereign con- 
tempt, and fo remain profoundly ignorant of them. &»*- 
the fame time, a fceptical philofophy, which of late hafr S* 
been fo much in vogue, faps the foundation of all religio*^^ 
and overturns the firft principles of reafon and huma-^*' 
knowledge, whereby the mind of man is funk into fuch ^*" 
feeble and abjeft ftate, as to be prepared for digeiting an Z^ 
abfurdity, and fubmitting tamely to any impofition. Ther~ "^ 
is but a thin partition between abfolute fcepticifm and in 
plicit faith 5 and none have contended more for blind ob 
dieace and conformity to the imperious diftates of legiuV- 
tors and priefts, or done more to reconcile mankind to efta-~- 
blifned errors and fuperftitions, however grofs, than tb^ 
teachers and followers of this pernicious philofophy : anc 
often have infidels and Pyrrhonifts, as well as men of a- 
bandoned lives, been feen to live peaceable arid contentec 
conformifts to Popery, or have returned, at leaft, to mak^ 
their tbit in the bofom of the pretended infallible church - 
begging her final blefling, and willingly accepting a paflP" 
port into the other world from the hands of one of he 

priefts. To all which we muft add, as another caol^" 

facilitating the progrefs of Topcry, the near affinity an*^^ ^^ 

1 frrikin^ -^ 





irefemblance between the Romifh church and thofe 
led by law in Britain and Ireland ; a refemblance 
Ing, that Papifts have not failed to obferve and avail 
ves of. To the prefent hour Popery has never been 
abolifhed by the Britifh legiflature, (if we except a 
ott period, during laft century, when a wife and 
atriotic fenate, the greateft and moft enlightened 
igland faw, attempted to lay the axe' to the root of 
j) j but, in a new drefs, is frill retained and magni- 

fapported, to the extinction of piety, the adulte- 
rf Chriftianity, the difgracing of divine wor(hip, the . 
:h of reafon and common fenfe, and to the intole- 
urden of the injured community. Were we to en- ^ 

the fubjeft, it would be eafy to fhew, that the 

of England is but the fecond edition of that of 

with fome amendments j and that the reformation 
afts of is at beft but a bungled piece of patch-Work, 
: of new cloth upon an old garment, or like a fooft 
F divers colours. Excepting fome do&rinal articles, 
t part of which the clergy have now relinquished, 

reft is Popifh, and made current by the ftamp of a 
feal, inftead of the Fi/her's ring. What remains is 
:e a caput mortuum in the chymift's crucible, after 
rer-fubftances are feparated, and the fpirituous parts 
ated. The hands which reared the antichriftiaa 

prepared the model of England's ecclefiaftic mo- 
, .her ftately hierarchy, her childifh liturgy, her ca- 
[ habits^ her fenfelefs and mimic forms, and the 
farrago of fuperftitious and flavifh ceremonies, inl- 
and kept up by the dint of mere authority, and 
ferve no other purpofe than to keep the people ftill 
fight of Rome, and to make the leap back again 
ore (hort and eafy. Inftead of weaning men's minds 
lly from it, and preparing them for farther advances 
rmation, as was the abfurd pretence for retaining at 
rme of thefe confeffed relics of Popery, they have 
S f lyt<f 
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had the very contrary tendency, to engage their affection 
more to it, and to difpofe them to a nearer conformity am 
clofa- coalition with Rome, which hath more than onc^ ^ e 
been attempted, by a fet of high-flying churchmen, whil ^ c 
they have ever avoided to take the leaft ftep the other ifij j t 
and obftinately refufed to change the leaft iota in the epr ^gf 
copal canon, or to relax tr^e fmalleft cord, or loofe tl — m© 
leaft pin of rigid conformity for the fake of union \n m ifr 
fcrupulous Proteftants ; a fure prefage that the rotten |- _ ^ 
brie muft in the end be tumbled down to the lowed foiL n- 
dation, to bear Babylon the Great company in her final £^e_ 1L 
Thofe parts of Romifh fuperftitions which the church of 
England laid afide, were entirely of a piece, and exaftljr in' 
the fame tafte, with thofe which (he is ftill fo proud «}f, 
and on which (he fo fondly doats. While the canons of 
Lambeth are kept, thofe of the Vatican can never be for- 
got 5 and as long as the ftatutes of Henry, Elifabeth, an! 
Charles, are in force, thofe of the Gregories, the Inno- 
cents, and the Clements, can never become altogether ob- 
folete. Her confecrated churches and altars, with all *he 
inventory of holy things belonging to them, her orcheftral 
mufic and antiphonal finging, her unlighted candles ^nJ 
empty cups, her train of fafts and fcftivals, (which, by the 
bye, are hallowed only that they may be again profan ^d), 
her fragments of Popifti devotions, ftolen out of the «>M 
breviaries and mafs-books, her proceflions, bowings 
kneelings, offerings, croffings, cringings, and a thouf3» fl d 
, fuch apiih fooleries, only put one in mind of the reft tSat 
are wanting to make the meretricious drefs a little t& OTt 
trbiform and complete. And while we have primates, tD£ m 
tropolitans, bifhops, deans, prebends, archdeacons, chan- 
cellors, commiflarics, reftors, vicars, and all the trib^ ot 
ecclefraftical fubalrerns, who but muft conclude, that t * lC 
Pope has yet a (landing army, or at leaft a powerful co r t l 
de refcrve kept up for him in England ? When one h^ ats 
litanies, collefts, mumbled credos and pater-no/ttrs, fh*"^ 
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of mangled lefTons, hymns, and prayers ; when he fees 
wood and {tone adored^ and priefts fitting on thrones and 
rioting in palaces ; when he hears of days facred to St. 
Peter and St. Paul, St. Michael and all the faints in the 
calender; when his ears are faluted with matins and vet 
pers, — and are perpetually hearing of vigils, advents, epi- 
phanies, — of lents, ember-weeks, and rogation- times, — 
of £htadragefima 3 ^uinquagefima^ and all trie remains of 
barbarous and monkifh gibberifh, — can he help imagining 
himfelf tranfported into Italy, the abjecT: and beggarly land 
of priefts? Whoever has a tafte for a religion of this fort, 
fhould go tp the church of Ptome, where it will find full 
icope and ample gratification. If thefe things make any part 
pt all of religion, or are conducive to devotion, every perfon 
may readily perceive that Papifts have greatly the advantage, 
and muft confefs that the church of Rome is the moft im- 
proved, and beft conjlituted church in the world. — Thus, one 
way or other, Popery may ftill find too ready accefs. What 
jhrougb ignorance, error, fupcrftition, divifion, indifference, 
fcepticifm, licentioufnefs, thirft for fhow, amufement, and 
novelty, together with the exuberance of vice and folly, 
we are prepared for any thing except the pure and unde^ 
filed religion of Jefus, which teacheth men to deny ungod- 
. littefs and wordly lujls> and to live foberly, right eoujly and 
godly in the world ; and whofe fcope is to lead them to 
%vorihip Him who is a fpirit, in fpirit and in truth. Thefe 
things confidered, afford the genuine friends of Proteftan- 
tifm a very dark profpeft; ancl it need not appear furpri- 
iing, if many, in fuch a time, fhould depart from the 
jfaith) giving heed to feducing fpirit s y and dotlrines of 
devils. 

But though Papifts fhould not hereafter greatly increafe, 

•yet their number, upon the whole, is not yet fo inconfidc- 

rable in the Britifh dominions, as not to deferve to be 

etched with a very drift and jealous eye. The fu.re way 

•S f * «* 
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to meet with a fdrprize and defeat is to be too Iccure o£ 
viftory, and to entertain too contemptuous an opinion of 
the foe. While a Popifh faftion fubfifts among us, even^i 
though it were much weaker than it is at prefentj yet i» _2 
ought never to be accounted fo defpicable as that no mi£^Z^S 
chief is to be dreaded from it ; efpecially confidering thar- _^uj 
it is ever ready to lupply by ftratagem and foreign rrtnngc— 
tions its own deficiency of ftrength and numbers. To fa ^— -^ 
nothing of the ftrength of that intereft in the colonies a_^B_— 

broad, a Catholic bifhop has lately reckoned the numbei ,s 

of his party in Britain and Ireland, not by thoufands tm m*_ 
myriads, but by millions *. In Scotland, where the^&ir 
numbers are feweft, there are, by the moft moderac=-ct 
Computations, 12 or 13,000; and others, with greater .it 
probability, compute them to be about 16 or 20,000 -^-- 



* « c By this means (the penal Jaws) about 2,000,000 of people in Iceland, ; 
'* a very confiderable number in Great Britain, have been rendered, in m a. ny 
* f refpefts, ufelefs to their country, and incapable of ferving her." G.£-£m W s 
Anfiver, &c. p. 6. The feme gentleman informs us* that " it was no foor-ier 
w known in France, that the aft was parted in favours of the Roman Catholic*.' 
'« than an univerfal damp was feen in every countenance, and the genera! cry 
was ; Vo'ila deux cens mxll'e hommis armez conlri nous ! ,r If the very ide-a of. 
200,000 of our Catholics in arms'could ftrike fuch a terrour into a powerful am net 
warlike nation abroad, and caufed an univerfal damp lbme hundreds of taLS^we* 
diftant, what may it not caufe at home ? 

f By the account publifhe'd by the Society in Scotland for propagating Chri/?'**?* 
InOtu ledge y in 1774, it appears that, in the Highlands and iflands alone, t *>«*•. 
were then about 16,140 Papifts. Their number in fome of thefe patiihee, ** 
ftatcd in that account, are as follows : ; 

650 

- 600 
920 
300 
300 

73* - 

— 1600 
1340 ■ 

In- about a drzen of thefe pat 1/hes there are above twenty priefls, and many *** 
fcoufes. At North Moror, in Glenelg, an academy was ere&ed fome year* a ^ 
"by means of a legacy left by a lady in England, and fome other donation**-* • 
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foTE*c parifties in the Highlands, there are foretimes 

or three mafs-houfes for one parifti church, and the 
»pifli inhabitants are fuperior to the Proteftants in pro- 
rtioo; nay, in fome parts they are as thirty to one, in 
"*^rs as twenty, in others as ten *. So that it has been 
g«d as an argument againft the penal laws, that the exe- 
ion of them in many places is utterly impra&icable, 

aocount of the number and ftrength of Papiftsf. 
°tt^ a paper written by a Popifh bifhop, it appears, that f 
*^&, the whole number of Catholics in the Highlands 
i 5 (lands of Scotland,* amounted to no more than 
»S^^q Xy if fo, it is evident, from comparing this with 
- lateft and belt accounts, that, notwithftanding the ter- 
7 <>f the laws, the attention of government, the ereftion 
ft^Fvools, and the numbers cut off in wars and rebel- 
>lls ^ they have very much increafed fince that time; and 
•^tldular accounts have been given, of multitudes having 
-^*x perverted in feveral places, ^during the prefent centu-r 

llc * 1 tliere were then fixteen ftudents attending. At Scallen, in the Braes of 
en *iv e t, is a Popifli college, the number of ftudents at which are about twelve^ 
* of whom are fons to gentlemen in the neighbourhood, and fome of them 
^°** 1 « priefts without going abroad.— The Gtuation of this college is peculiarly 
<^alared for promoting' the interefts of Popery, being in the centre of feven 
kri *Hes, at the diftance of feven miles from each church, except that of Kirk- 
% c * x *el, from whence it is four miles dtftant, and furrounded with a ridge of 

1 s > "whereby it is feparated from all the neighbouring countries. Befides a 
, T JfcCV c»r bi/hop, who refides conftantly at this feminary, there are generally three, 

nc * often fix prices who officiate in the feveral mafs-houfes of the two pariihes 
*» *nvcraven and Kirkmichael. 

In the parifli of South Uift are 1300 Papifts, and only 300 Proteftants, In 
»*i*ra there are 1250 Papifts, and only fifty Proteftants. In Small iiles are 738 
spirts, and but 215 Proteftants. In Moyd rt, a part of Ardnamurchan, are 
W^ Pjpsfts, and only twelve Proteftants. In Arifaig, another part of the fame 
fari(h, aie 824 Papifts, and only four Proteftants. And, in South Moror, an- 
other divifion of it contains 281 per for s, of whom there is only one Proteftant. 
jcc'iunt of the Society, &c. p. 29, 30, &c, 
-f D:. Campb. Addrefs, p. 54. 

■f This piper, with feveral others, was found in a Popifh femmary in the 
jtfj-bla.-cs, u the conclufion of the laie rebellion. 

ry; 
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they w£re generally engaged, and which they had fuch a 
bofy hand in fomenting. 

What is the number of Roman Catholics in England wd 
have not been able to learn. But iri one county alone; we 
are told, they are more numerous than in all Scotland to- 
gether. We may form fome eftimatc of the number of the 
laity from the number of their priefts. A certain writer; 
pofterior to the late rebellion, in fome letters addrefled to 
the Premier, declares, that Romifh priefts of one fort or 
other, in and within ten miles of London, exceeded 400 iri 

John Tyrie, who was fent in 173^, in name of all the miffionaries in montanis 
it inf tills, to Rome, to reprefent the (lite of the Highland million at that time, 
in whith are complaints of the miffion being negLcled abroad, and earncft de- 
mands for new fupplies. Among thefe inftru&ioms are the following— u That 
** feeing we had no fubjeAs from Paris (Scots) college for abe-ve twenty years 
'* paft j nor did the luperior thereof call for youths from our Hi&ula.ids fox ut- 
•« wardi of 1 5 years paft : therefore all poflible means (hall be uled with our treat 
*• fneni (that is, the Pretender) to concur with our moft reverend Vicar inpro- 
" curing fuch a reformation cf that hou'e as to tender it more ufeful in time to 
'* came to the Highland miflion. For effectuating of this, — that it be represented 
** to our great friend, how all his beft friends here vc interested in the good of 
i( this miftion, and that the increafe of Catholics here will much advance his own 
*« intcreft :— that nothing will be more agreeable to them, than that the fame 
** houfe educate their children, as it does thofe of the Ldw country."— «• For 
'« obtaining afiiftance from the Propaganda in our wants, that it he represented, 
" that, if we had neceflary charges, we corld, under God, make confiderablc 
"" converfiocs in the country about us.— That our parts, generally fpeaking, 
" have an inclination to the faith; all our chief heads of families nowife bin- 
** defing their followers, — That our prefent number of labourers being but elc- 
u ¥en, and oar Catholics fo fituaed in thefe contk^us ifles, and firiajl villages, 
'< that one miflionary can ferve but very few tolerably well, we abfolutely have 
<* need of at leaft double the number we have at prefent, with fubfiftence for 
" them. The Propaganda then muft be for us fupplicated to afford both the 
u one and the others— That although both the colleges (of Rome and Paris) 
*', were rendered as ufeful for our purpofe as they are capable of, yet (till we 
u fhould want many of the neceflary number of miffionaries : and even though 
" we get two thirds of both colleges, yet they would not be a proportion to the 
'* nomfcer of Catholics in the Highlands." 

In another of thefe papers there is a lift of the miflionaries in Scotland as 
they flood in the year 1740, being 25 in all, befides three other perfons fuMer- 
vient to the miflicn, who were paid out of the Propaganda fund. 

number. 
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number *. In Ireland, it is well known, what a Tail diJ^^C 

proportion there is between the Romanifts and Proteftants 

the faperiority of the former being commonly reckoned ^^^ 

three to one, and by fome a great deal more* It appeal 

from an authentic printed lift taken up, by the juftices 
peace, at their quarter feffions, according to order of parlis 
ment in Queen Anne's reign, that there were, in that coue 
try, 1090 paflfh priefts alone, befides the trafficking mL 
fionaries, who had no fettled tharges f. What multitude 
of people muft be under the infpeftion of fo many prieft j 
exceeding confiderably, in lumber; all the pariih minifies 
in North Britain. 

But we are not.to eftimate the ftrength of Roman Cath<: 
lies among us, or the danger to be apprehended from thee 
inerelyfrom their numbers. Popery glories in nothing mo r^ 
than in its union, and its politics are in nothing more diftli^-^ 
guifhed than in" the meafures taken to maintain and feat re . 
.this. Tne Papifts of every nation are in league together- 
Though Britifh and Irifti Papifts may comparatively apperar" 
a feeble party, when viewed apart, and detached from ^fcll 
■ -connexions with the Papal monarchy, yet confidered as ^ 
branch of it, and as linked to it by the ftrongeft and in A 5^ 
foluble ties, they are ho longer contemptible, but truly fc>J~- 
inidable. They belong to a nuirie/ous and powerful boci y> 
iyhich has one fpirit pervadin^and animating the wh» ^ c * 
The moft infigniHcaut limb, acquiring force from its re 3-^-* 
tion to the common head and its kindred members, i»" ■**-7 
make fuch efforts, and produce fuch effects, as other wife^ xt 
would be altogether unequal to. As they have one comm ^^ ** 
and* Catholic caufe, foreign Papifts will ever intereft the^*^*'' 
felves in the affairs of their friends on this fide the wate^ *~ \ 
and unluckily all thofe with whom they have ever kept cc^^~ - 
refpondence abroad, and on whofe friendihip and aHiam"^^ 

* Letten to the D. of N -'coneirmng fomc papdr?, etc, 

•f Popery reviving; p. 17.' 
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h alone depend, are the conftant and natural enemies 
b kingdoms in all refpe&s. Arid as Roman Catholics 
5t, upon ffie whole, a fuperiority of number, upon a 
£tion of their force, they might, humanly fpcaking* 
e once more to fhake, if not overturn the Prote- 
ctable foments, not in Britain only, but through Eu- 
Suppofitions apparently lefs probable have been real- 
t the hiftory of Popery, and defigns more frantic 
1 and attempted. Though the fervour of antichriftian 
lay not now perhaps be fufficient of itfclf \alone to 
irth to fuch pernicious projects, yet, meeting and 
5 with the policy of crafty princes to further the 
;s of ambition and conqucft, what may not even this 
1 Though the croifading fpirit be now abated, and 
ry thirft for religious wars be pretty well cooled in 
Catholic country, yet much of the old hatred againft 
:s ftill remains : and it might even be poffible to col- 
om among them at this very day j 00,000 zealous 
ri as valiant for mother church as any who ever en- 
inder the banners of the monks to drive the Turks 
he holy fepulchre, or the Albigehfes from their terri- 
Italy, Spain, and France too, could "equip an ar- 
ftaunch and determined for the old caufe as ever fol- 
an Earl Simon, a Duke of Alva, or Guife. The 
at lies covered in the embers needs but a little blowi 
raife it up into a flame *. 

? court of Rome, even when it has loft the fubfiance 
power, will retain its claims, and the (hadow of itj 
very laft. And it cannot be thought, that thofe, 

mortified as the Nazarenes may well be to think of the chimerical 
t with which they have been To often infa;uated, yet if to morrow any 
ar$ of reputari n *ere to begin iheir preachments again, there woillJ 
citudes enough to undertake the pi us journey, in ord r to commit all 
•of crimes in Paleftinr, to facrifice men to the God of pea e, to whom 

and the /hedding of human blood is fo odious.** Jew* Lett. let. 4;. 

T t wh*> 
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who look upon themfelves as the rightful lords of all tt* 
•world, fhould fee with indifference their authority fo ope as 
ly difregarded, and their empire bounded and checker 
which fome time ago acknowledged no fuperior or equs* 
The lofs of dominion and grandeur once poffeffed is ha.:n 
to bear, and though they fhould have had no better grotfnt 
than ufurpation, yet where are the perfons fo mortified 01 
felf-denied, as to be content tamely to refign them ? Wt>at 
mufl the haughty pontiff and all his devoted minions daily 
feel, when they recal to mind the times paft, and refte<$ 
on the change introduced by the Reformation ? To think 
how much the glory of the triple crown is now tarnilhed, 
its prerogatives abridged, its revenues diminifhed j — to be- 
hold one nation after another revolting from the yoke, and 
the venerated fhrines of the Virgin in danger of becoming ■ 
as cheap in Europe, and her temples as little frequented* 
.as thofe of the great goddefs Diana of old time in Afa, 
when Chriftianity gained ground ; and to reflect that aB 
thefe accumulated loffes and evils are brought upon than 
by thofe whom they are ever accuftomed to call heretics, 
fchifmatics, heathen men and publicans, mufl naturally e** 
cite very uneafy fenfations, and awaken fentiments and c- 
motions, not of the moft moderate, benevolent or friendly 
kind, towards the fuppofed authors of their wrongs. It 
is impoffible to forefee what the lively refentments of the 
pair, combined with the no lefs painful apprehenfions of 
the future, may produce $ or to tell to what extremes baf- 
fled pride, difappointed avarice and ambition, together 
with fhame, bigotry, and the agony of defpair, may atlaft 
drive men. 

The danger is much greater to Britain, confidering the 
Conftitution of its prefent government, founded upon the 
expulfion of a Popifli king, and the exclufion of a Pop** 
fucceflion, which, notwithftanding, hitherto hath bee* 1 
owned by a difTatisficd and intriguing party in the three 
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kingdoms, .of which faction Roman Catholics have ftill 
made a part, and a principal part. None are ignorant of 
the convulfions into which the (late hath been thrown, 
and the dangers to which the Proteftant fucceffion, and 
the reigning princes, have been expofed by the friends of 
the pretending family ever fince the Revolution. Not only 
have' they ioceffantly plotted in fecret, and kept up fedition 
in court and country, but have repeatedly carried terror 
and flaughter through the land, in order to re-efUblifh 
their horrid political fyftem in the civil ftate, with Popery 
and perfecution in the church, or a Dodwellian prelacy, 
which is little better. Of the truth of this we have had 
bat too many bloody memorials •, and where was the 
peaceablencfs, the loyalty and attachment of Catholics to 
the constitution, of which we have heard fo much of late, 
at thefe critical and trying times ? The banks of the Boync t 
the, fields of Aghrim, JGllicranky, Sheriff-muir, Falkirk, 
and Culloden, can tell. Though all Jacobites were not 
Papifts, yet it is a notorious fact, that Papifts were almoft 
fo a man Jacobites, and abettors of rebellions *, whofo 

iuccefs 

• An ecclefiaftical dabbler in politics (the Dean of Glourefrer) in a late pub- 
lication entitled, Thoughts on the prefent ftate «/ affairs, has the confidence to 
affirm, that the Papifls have been good fuhjecls for 100 years pa ft, and that 
they had »o hand in, the rebellions of 1715 and 1745. If fuch an aflertion were 
to be adranord fome aget hence, it might tner. have fome chance to gain credit j 
and that fome one, at an xra very remote, ft.ould be found fo ignorant or re- 
fardleft of historic truth as to vent it, would not be fo furprifing ; bur it cer- 
tainly required a great degree of hadinefs to controvert, at this time, a notorious 
fact, which can ftill be at. tired by the peifonal ki.owlcd.e and reftimony of. 
many tboufauds of living witnefles, as well as by every authentic monument, 
hiftory, gazette, edict, and II a tin e relating to tiitfc times and itanfa&ions.— 
T» lay nothing cf the Revolution itfclf, (though that aifo falls within the com- 
pafs of the period mentioned), who were they who appeared fo long in open 
arms for the inteieft of James afer his expulficn, and hindered the quiet fettle- 
inent- of the government in all the three kingdoms ? Were they not Papifts in 
conjunction with thejr Tory friends ? — And have they not been concurring 
with, if not immediately and principally infligating every plot and rebellion 
formed agai':ft the government firce that period ? Did not the Lancashire Pa- 
pifts tmpio) o;)C Lunt, a little before the battle of La r-io^ue, to buy arms and 

T t 2 e»U:l 
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fucccfs could advance no intercft fo much as theirs. That 
any who -pvofcls themfdves Protcftants fliould ever have 

embarked 

ejilift men for 'he fervice of King James, an J f.-nd him, over to France to inform 
him tl;a: his jricrds w.re ic«dy 10 icccive him ? — Who farmed, c ndu£lei, aod 
nearly excai'eJ trse horrid a(|j!l:n.itioo pint in 1696 for murdering King 'William 
and his v;u.ir:=, a.!d introducing an arm) trc-m ab->ad for the conqueft of the 
kingdom, which cccilior.ed a remarkable ejFxiation to be drawn up agair.U them, 
and fubfcrib.d in botli houfe* or" parliament, and gent rally through the whole 
kingdom? Were i.ot many of th^m »ti* !ute, determined, bl: odv Papiftsj an^ 
were not fomt of their prittls among ;!ie number of confpirators ? — Did not the 
fufpicious conduct of the fame p»rty, wih their increaring numbers and info- 
lence, fome years aficr\»arrs, occahon pctiio^S from fome counties in En grand, 
and aJdrtfks from the p.-!iliumer t, for effectual mcafurcs for their fuppieffion? 
And were not ti.efe ti^e declared leafons for the new alls which were then framed 
againil them, and are now (o much complained of? 

Were not the Pauilrs alfo embarked in (he expedition of the Pretender for 
invading Scotland in 1708, when he appeared with a fleet in the frith of Forth ? 
Did not the Pope as well as the Ficnch king encourage and contribute to that 
expedition ? Did not his Hohnefs appoint prayers to be nude for fi.tty hums in 
the Engiifh, Scotch, and Iriflr churches f >r its fuccefs ; and grant indulgences to 
fuch as would lend a chariable hand, and devoutly join in putting up thefe. 
pi avers? and did not the queen, in her reclamation the following year, declare, 
" That the miflionarirs irom Rome and their abettors d : d ptivcit her good fub- 
" jefts, and that they were netcrhufty dijajftfied to her pcrfin and government" 
Were not the Pa pi lis in Scotland very active arid buf) fome time before the 
rebellion in 1 7 t 5 ? Did not fcveral or tl.eir pricfts rrturn from banilhmrnt? 
Did they nt-t held fuquent n.eetings a« d cor.fultaticns r gel her, at d maintain 
conftant correspondence with tl.eir tne;ds abrcad ? Did not feme of the heads 
of their clans, together with thur pritirs, fumerimes meet in great numbers, at 
in Badenrch in Aug nil 1712, etc. ? Was it not well knc-v*n th-t they provided 
themfclvcs in arms, and went often anted to their meetings ? Did they not, 
in fome places, openly vaunt, ai d exptfs their moft earmft v»ifl:es and eonftdeiiC 
\ hopes of their king coming fucdenly over to them ? Did they not, in fome places, 
infult and maif.eat thofe who praved for the Protcflant fucceflion in the houfc of 
Hanover; while fome of their principal leaders encouraged the N. njurant Ep:f. 
copalians with all their might, and tven Ap;o:ttd their meeting* fori he ad- 
vancement of their common caufe ? Did not their priefis i" their femo' s 
grievoully lament the death of tl e French kirg at the ciit ii al mumeijt wljrn t^e 
rebellion was about to be publicly avowed, whereby t'.tii hopis if foieign aids 
were cnsflied ? An.: were Kot fome or th-J heads of that rehcliion, v i;h grc«»t part 
of their followers, ard the Pretender hirr.AJf, of the Rcmiih rrligii.: ? Was not 
this equaily true of »l,c Iaft rebellion ? Did r.ot feme of the rt-i el chieftains, to 
the lair, avow trnmfcives Pjf i.ls; and die cVP.ir.atcly pcif-flin^ in their rebel- 
lious principles ? 

Do 
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>mbarked in the caufe of a Popifti fucceffion, and run fuch 
rifks for the intereft of a pretender, is not a little ftrange 
and unaccountable, and that any fuch (hould yet continue 
to be of thefe principles, as not a few are, can be impu- 
ted to nothing but an evident infatuation and blinduefs to 
their own intereft. Inftead of reckoning it an extraordi- , 

Do not all the warnings, declarations, edicts, and a els, publicly emitted either 
by civil or eccleftafti'.al authority at the time of thefe rebellions, invariably re- 
prefent them as the pernicious fruits of Popery, and either fuppofc or aflert, that 
Papifts had not merely lb me hand, but the main and principal hand in them, to 
whom fome deluded Proteftants only joined I hem '.elves as acexflaries, and toola 
to do their work bli.-tdfoldly for them ? Particularly, did not the parliament, in 
a preamble to an acl made after the fupprcfiion of the firft of thefe infurrcctiont, 
declare as follows: — '* Whereas the Papifts within this kingdom, notwiihfland- 
•* ing the tender regard that hath been (hewn them for many years la(t pail, by 
ff omitting to put in execution the many penal laws, which (on cccafion of the 
" many juft provocations they have given, and horrid defigns they have framed 
«• for the definition of this kingdom, and the extirpation of the Prtttfant re- 
** ligicn) have been made againft them $ and notwithstanding they h.'.vc enjoyed* 
•• and do ftill enjoy, the protection and benefit of the government, as well at 
?« the reft of his Majefty's fubjecls, have all, or ihe greaieft part of them, been 
" concerned in ftirring up and fupporting the late unnatuial rebellion, for the 
•* dethroning and murdering his moft facred Majefly j for deft roying rur prefent 
'• happy eflablifhment j for fettling a Popilh pretender upen the throne of this 
" kingdom $ for the deiuuclion of the Protetiant religior« and the cruel mui- 
" dering and maflacTing its prol'eflbrs, by which they ha\e brought a vaft ex* 
" pence upon this nation j and whereas it manifcftly appears from their beha- 
*' viour, that they take upon themfelves to be obliged, by the principles they 
" profefs, to be enemies to his Majtlty, and to the prefent happy efiabliihment, 
** and watch for all opportunities of fomenting and flirring up new rebellions 
" and diflurbanees within the kingdom, and of inviting foreigners to invade 
« it," etc. 

Did not— But why do we recur to particulars? We are infuhing hiftory, 
and affronting our readers, whether literate or illiterate, by admitting a matter, 
(o plain and indubitable, into qucftion, and attempting to prove ir. Ix" our mo- 
dern writers are thus to indulge themfelves in their rar.dt m aflertiuus, and if 
modern fcepticifm &o tut a little farther, we may next be obliged to prove that 
there was ever fuch a man as the Chevalier de St. George, or that there was a 
rebellion in 171 5 or 1745. 

See Hiflories of Engl.; Burnet's Hifl. of his oivn times; "Rennet's Memorial; 
Tcpcry reviving; Short Hifl. of the late Rebellicn, etc. Edin. 17 16*; A8s of 
Part. Geo. 1. fl.it. z. c. x$, &c; Warnings by the Synods and Geuer. Ajf. of 
tftte (J/;, of Sail.; Declar. of the Abp. and B\jk. in and near Und. 4715. etc. 

c nary 
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, nary or incredible thing that Proteftant Jacobites (hoi*^ 
renounce their political principles, and conform to the pr^* 
fent eftabliftiment, every perfon may rather rcafonat^j 
wonder why they do not, — why they have not done * 
long ago. Bat the cafe of Popifh Jacobites is very diflE^ 
rent. It was but natural for them to follow the part o 
one who was a fufferer for their caufe, and had drunk in 
1 their principles with his mother's milk. His intereft was 
properly and immediately their own ; and it muft ever be 
incongruous and impolitic in them to abandon it. Hence: 
they have all along been accuftomed to addrefs him as 
their fovereign *, and to look up to him as their expe&ed , 
deliverer, And whatever profeflions of allegiance may bs 
extorted from fome of them, it muft be ridiculous credu- 
lity to imagine, that, while they are Papifts, they can ever 
be hearty friends to the Revolution, or Hanover fucceffioD| 
which were the ruin of their caufe, and the grave of their 

-* The Popifh papers above referred to, the authenticity of which there is no 
reafon to doubt, afford a fufficient proof of this. Bi(hop Gordon's mandate to 
the Popift clergy and laity in the Highlands, dated the 29/h or" Oct. i;ji, and 
directed, To all the churchmen, and honourable Catholic gentlemen In theHigbbnk. 
of Scotland, begir » .hus : — " The universal Pallor of the Catholic chuuh con* 
" fidtring maturely, that my advanced years cannot allow me to fervc you hence* 
« forth, as 1 have done for many years, and that it will prove much for toot 
" advantage, and that cf all the Highlar.d countries in Scotland, to have a 
" bifhop constantly to refide amongft you, has, in his great wifdom, and tender 
" love for you all, with the confent and at the dtfire of cur fovcreign t ordered 
" the moft worthy bearer, the moft reverend Hugh M k D jnald, to be confer*' 
'* ted biih'-p to ferve among you, as your chief p ftor and bi(hop : and hii Ho- 
'* linefs appoints bim alfo vicar apojhlical, will, (insular powers to enable h* 
" to difcharge this office with the greater honour a.d authority," etc* Upon 
which ihe editor has this pertinent remark j il T.'jat the Pretender, wbonatU 
*« bifhop here calls their fovereign, actually directs the affair of this million a» 
" a fovereign, as far as his Holinefs will j>e»mit any fecular fovereign to doj 
« 2nd that this is likewife undvubtedJy the cafe in all other parts of Great Bn- 
'• tain and Ireland. And indeed it would be abi'urd to fuppofe any Papift* c 00 * 
*' tinuing confiftently to be fuch, fincerdy to acknowledge a«y other fovereig B « 
" In this they are all abfolutely uniform 5 and it is owing to our own blindo*' 1 
«' with a witnefa, if we canrot fee, that evciy Papift in thefe kingdoms is ^ l y 
" invariably, thou c h not alike explicitly, our determined, implacable foet, el ' 
'« the; as wc a»e Pioteftanis, or as fai;hf»l ibbj.cts o:" our l?gal PruteH ant kiflfc* 

hopes. 
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hopes. To fuppofe them to be fo, is to fuppofe them to 
aft not only contrary to the principles of their religion, 
but to every maxim of prudence and intereft. Their bi- 
goted minds are naturally enmity againft the firfl principles 
of the prefent Proteftant government ; — they are not fubjeft 
to its laws, neither indeed can be. And, in managing their 
oppofition to it, they have had, and may yet have, many 
auxiliaries abroad as well as at home. We are indeed told, 
that the perfon who was ftyled Charles III. is now dead 
without iflue, and that their hopes from that quarter will 
confequently be at an end. But ought we rafhly to believe, 
that the treafonable principles and defigns * of Papifts and 
Jacobites will die with him ? They will readily find another 

* Treafonable I call them, becaufe to acknowledge a foreign jurifdiftlon, and 
the rights «f a Popifh fucceflor to the throns, in oppofition to the Pottft-nt 
lint, is by a variety of ftatutes exprefsly declared to be treaf n. Parting thefe 
which were made againft the authority of the Pope,* by the aft pafled in the end 
of King William's reign, entitled, An Aft of attainder of the pretended prince 
of Wales of high treafon, it was enacted, «• That if any fubjeft of England /hall, 
■« within this realm, or without, after the firft of March 1701, hold, entertain, 
*« or keep any intelligence or correfpondence, in perfon, or by letters, meiTiges, 
•« or otherwife, with the fuid pretended prince of Wales, or with any perfon or 
«* perfon s employed by him, etc. fuch perfon fo offending, being lawfully con* 
*' viewed, (hall be taken, deemed, and adjudged guilty of high treafon, and fhall 
«« furTer and forfeit as in cafes of hi^h treafon.**— And by another aft paffed in 
the 5?-i year of Queen Anne, entitled, An Ail for the better fecuring of her 
Majeflfs perfon and government, and of the fuccejfion to the crown of England 
tn ihe Vroteflant line, it was farther enafted, « l That if any perfon or perfons, 
*' from and after the 45th day of March 1706, (hall maliciouflv, advifedly, and 
«* dircftly, by writing or printing, declare, maintain, and affirm, that our fo- 
*■ verJgn lady the queen, that now is, is not the lawful and rightful Cj'ieen of 
**■ tbe'e rea'ms, or that the pretended prince of W*les hath any right or tide to 
*« the crown of thefe realms j or that any other perfon, or perfons, hath, or 
** hare any ri.hc or title to the fame, otherwife than according to an aft of 
*< parliament maJe in the firft year of their late Majefties King William and 
** Queen Mary, entitled, An AB declaring the righti and liberties of the fubjeft, 
*• andt fettling the fuccejfion of the crown; and another aft entitled, An Aft fir 
«* the farther limitation of the crown , aud better fecuring the rights and liberties 
«« of the fubjeft — every fuch perfon or perfons fhall be guilty of high treafon.** 
To the famv puipofe is another aft made in the 14th of William, with a variety 
.of oihcr fubf.-qteat ift . 

dlexis 
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\AUxis * to confolc them for the lofs of this. The Pdpirfi 
line of fucceffion will run parallel with the Proteftant, and 
is too extenfive to become fuddenly extinfrf. The fuppo* 
fed rights of the Pretender muft, according to the fyftem 
of Papifts, devolve unto, and refide in the next Catholic 
heir, whether actually claimed by him or not, and may 
fall to the (hare of one who may be more able, and, on 
fome fit occafion, willing to make them good ; and one 
whom different courts in Europe may find it more for their 
intereft vigoroufly to fupport ? Nay, rather than Catholics 
Jhould remain without a lawful fovereign, the father of 
kings can loofe even a cardinal from his vows for the fake 
. of a throne, as they have formerly, * by difpenfation, per- 
mitted monks to come out of their cells to inherit a 

crown %. 

* 

We are now at war with the moft potent and fubdolous* 
and at the fame time with the moft cruel and bigoted of 
all the Popifh powers, from whom our Catholics have ge-; 
nerally received the rudiments of their perverted educa- 
tion ||, and whofe maxims of government and religion they 

havct 

* Alluding to the title of a fmali pamphlet or novel, giving an account of the 
-adventures and wanderings of the Chevalier, after the battle of Cullodea* under 
that feigred name. 

•f- " We mould confidef over and over again," faid an ingenious, patriotic, 
and fpirited writer, " t'.:at mould the chain of the Proteftant fucceflion be once 
«« broke in upon, tl<augh the Preicnder ihould be laid afide, the next of the 
•' blood royal is the dutchefs of Savoy j after her, her two fons j after them* the 
" prtfeat dauphin of France j the next in .'ucceiTion to him, the queen of Spain, 
•* and her bci Sj in default of then, th* duke of Orleans and his heirs, and 
u moil of the other princes of thr , io u o*. France, all Papifts, who may be" 
• r enabled to demand preference to the hr.afe of Hanover j fo that bcfides the 
«< probability of this kingdom's being united to, and made a province of France, 
" the train of P»pifh princes is fo r-e-Jt, that if one (hould not complete the 
*' utter extirpation or our religion, l.<»s, and liberties, the reft would certainly 
«< do it.'* The Crifis, by Sir Rich. Steel. 

\ See before p. 24. in the notes. 

D " Schools and colleges weie founded and are drill continued abroad, to ed*> 

" cat* their youth, and fend them back miflionaries, in thofe parts of Europe 

* " cfpcdaUf 
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Ibavc deeply imbibed. With thefe perfidious neighbours 
they have been almoft in a continual plot for overturning 
our government, laws, and religion, ever fince a Britilh 
court was fet up at St. Germain's, if not fince the Refor- 
mation. If thefe (hould execute their hoftile threats, and 
invade us with their formidable Armadas, or take it once 
more into -their he^ds to play off the old . foot-ball of a 
Pretender upon us, holding out to their good old friends 
the flattering profpeft of a full reftoration of their liberty, 
properties, and religion, are Roman Catholics the men in 
whom we may fafely confide ? — They are willing, they tell 
us, to fpend their lives and fortunes in the public caufe ; 
they are. even « ready to di£ in defence of the conftitution; ' 
* c and their hearts glow with zeal to fupport their finking 
cc country." It has accordingly been propofed, that go- 
rernment ftiould not only emancipate them, but alfo put 
iarms into their hands ; and we doubt not but that, next to 
pecuniary aids, the profpeft of obtaining, in due time, the 
iaffiftance of their arms, has been the great inducement 
■with government precipitately to grant them the late indul- 
gence. At leaft, this Is the beft apology that can be made 
for their conduft, and the moft plaufible pretence for the 
jtaeafure. But though it be a ferious truth, that the dil- 

,*' efpecially with which they have an eafy communication by fea, and where 
«• Popery. appears in its natural colours, and grows rankeft 5 where iouthcrn bi- 
" &P tr y.* s a balanjce again ft what they call the northern herely, and labours to 
•* extirpate jt with all the induftty of a blind teal, arid the terrofs of ao iriqui- 
'.' fit ion. Popery may be finer drefll-d, and it wuld be ftrange if it were not, 
f in countries whofe natural produce is gold and filver, but to any refinement of 
** doctrine or worfhip they are as great Grangers, their credulity is as weak, and 
** their ignorance as grofs as in any the bliodeft parts of our neighbouring ifland. 
•' So near cf kin is the native fuperftition of the Irifti with that which they 
•'import, and no wonder that both together keep them in fuch fubjeclion and 
*' vaflalage to foreign powers, as to be a nurfery for their armies, and the ready 
. " inftruments to execute the mifchievous fchemes of all our enemies, and to 
" have a hand in every Secret and open a£t of hoflility againft us.'* 2f/. of 
Sochefter's Serm. before the Society corre [ponding with the incorporated Society i» 
Bull, fir fromoiinf Engl. Vroteft. tvorkhg fihoch in IreU 1730. 

Uu trefles 
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ttdSbs and dangers of the public require every refource we 
have, yet, can it ever be well judged to appoint thofe for 
the public defence, in whom the community dare not re- 
pole entire, confidence ? Ought thofe to be cogftittifced gJW-j 
dians of the people's liberties whom they have, frorr> tijm? 
immemorial) been accuftomed to confider as their moft- daa- 
gprovp enemies ? Inftead of ftiHing their fears in a time of 
public commotion and danger, would not this tend greatly 
to heighten them ? This mult certainly be a laft and defpgr* 
rate effort to fupport our finking country: and, if ever fuch 
propofals (hould be adopted and carried into execution* it 
would be a wonder indeed if they did not help forward tb*> 
qfjliBion) and more effeftually rrccomplifh our overthrow* 
That our Romanifts could, with hearty good-will,, deftroji 
our fellow-Proteftants in America^ may readily enpggh gain 
credit \ but that they will be equally keen to bear arma 
againft their great patron, his moil Chriftian Majefty,. or 
lhat they would employ their fwords, with equal refolution, 
againft bis Irifh brigades, and his gens d'armesy among 
whom they might happily meet with their dear brethren in 
religion, language, and blood, is a little more doubtfuL 
Would not the fight of a confecrated banner, and their 
adored crofs, accompanied with apoftolical bulls, and the 
thunders of the Vatican, enervate their courage, and make 
them forget their brittle oaths ? In fuch an event, what 
may we fuppofe to prevail moft with an army of barbarous 
Irifh or other Papifts? — whether the order of a fecular 
prince, or the do&rine of their infallible priefthood ; whe- - 
their 'old and hereditary difaffc&ion, or their new-acquired 
principles of loyalty;— whether their modern humanity, or 
their ancient and innate ferocity j — whether their unnatural 
fit of zeal for the Britifh constitution laid deep in heretical 
pravity, or their unaffe&ed and uncontroulable flame of Ca- 
tholicifm ? Whether would they prefer, to die in defence 
of damnable herefy, or to have the honour and rewards 
of reftoring the faith, of the crown of martyrdom for it ? 

Many 
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Maiiy Romah Catholics, it is faid, have been taken into 
his Majefty's fervice during laft war, and this; and if they 
are at all employed in the' army, ought they not to be ad- 
mitted as individuals of that perfuafion have hitherto be6n t 
and incorporated and mixed with the reft of the foldiery. 
However multiplted religious fefts are in the empire, yet 
they have not been taken into the army, as fuch, though 
fome of all forts are to be found in it, and why (hould they 
be diftinguifhed froqi others ? To eftabMi them as a difl:in& 
corps can hardly fail to be productive of many bad confo- 
quences. This would fet up a religious partition-wall be- 
twixt the different departments of the army ; fill Catholics 
with an opinion of their own importance; feed their enthtK 
liafm and bigotry ; keep alive prejudices, animofities, and 
jealoufies ; and render them capable of becoming more for- 
midable, and hurtful to their country. 

Can it be true that a motion has already pafled in the 
parliament of Ireland for embodying the Catholics in that 
Itingdom, and training them up to arms ? Unhappy and 
ill-fated Ireland ! if thy lands are once more to become the 
property of Catholic chieftains, and thy peace and proteftioa 
muft be infured by their fwords ! Who can help feeling for 
the fituation of our fcllow-proteftants there, compa/Ted 
about with an infolent and untamed rabble, and left to the 
mercy of fierce and vindiftive bigots, who have fo oftea 
barbaroufly attempted to reduce them to vafTalage, or to- 
tally expel them from their dwellings; who ftill retain their 
native wildnefs and antipathy, and tranfmit it from genera- 
tion to generation *. The late repealing aft for that king- 
dom, 

* " The only inftruc*Hon," fays a certain preUte, €€ they receive from their 
" parents is floth and rapine \ and from the Pop ill* ptiefts, natives of the ifland, 
« fpeaking the fame language, and ignorant aimed as the people theroielves, 
** the utmoft indignation and outrage agatnft Protetfants, who are reprcfented as 
«« invaders of the country, and ufurpers of the pofieftons enjoyed by the fo?e- 
«« fathers of the poor natives,"—" Unacquainted with the mild a.-rd benevolent 
X>a 2 '< nattL-e 
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dom, together with the threatened daqgers from afcroa.4* 
were fufficient to ipread a general alarm, and put every true 

Prol; 

1 x ''" 

t% nature of the Chriftian religion, tbey are heated with an ignorant zeal, which 
" rifes into a relemlefs fury, and gives a juft idea of genuine' and unrefined 
u Popery j ready and defirotis to commit the moft barbarous, Thocking imhurna- 
** nitics, and in cool biood, with foiemh deliberation, as a meritorious a& of 
4( what they arc taught to call high devotion, perpetrate the moft horrid mur- 
" ders, jn defiance or every principle of nature, of gratitude, of pure and un&e* 
" filed ' rehgion.-~ -The watchful and necefary "care; taken hy bur Protectant 
" brethren in Ireland, is a full proof of their ju A apprehenfions, who beftknow 
«' the Hate of things, that all danger of the like inhuman and furious attempts 
" is not entirely reraovtd. The Tarns fpirit and the fame prnciples animate the 
" deluded zealots, whofe number, by the beft calculations," near three to one 
*• Proteftarit, renders their efforts j u ft ly formidable.' Thefe- furious bigots ant 
" allied' in blood, and cJofcly connected by language and religion, with Iriffi 
'* foldiers in Popiih countries ; and if ever they «letc furnifhed 'with arms., and 
*' headed by expeiienced officers, would with the utmoft violence afTauk the* 
•' whole body of Irifh Protectants, and, without the fpecial interpofitio-n of Dfc 
* ( vine Providence, might foon fpread univerfal ruin and devastation over that 
" kingdom. Nor could they long want inclination or. encouragement to extend 
'• their unrelenting fury to this ifland, for completing the favourite fchejae, 
" which Papal policy and malice has fo long and fo invariably purfued, therotti 
*< extirpation 6f what is irividie-ufly called the nofthcr'n herefy". — " While the* 
*' cmiflaries of Popery," add* he, " aie corrupting, by means only fit fori 
* c falfe religion, fo many of the ignorant, dtluded fubjefts of this kingdom, it 
*' feems very feafonable, for the fake of the whole Proteftant intereft, by ill 
" rational and Chriftian methods, to increafe the number df good Proteftant*. 
" And would to God, every Proteftant in Britain had the fame juA fentimentii 
*' without the fame experience, as our Proreftant brethren in Ireland* of the 
" tenible effects of Popifli fifperflition ;' Jbould various inflarices of guilt andin* 
kt gratitude ever provoke the Almighty to viftt this nation -with that mofi fevere ttd 
*• dreadful judgment." Bp. cf St. Afaph's Sermon before the Society correfpo*£*i 
nvitb the incotporated Society in DubL &c. 1740. 

In this manner could the mitred clergy fpeak in ( time part. Thefe have fame- 
times appeared zealous in the common caufe of Protectants, and have flood forth 
boldly to'ftetn the invading torrent of Popery, hot only at the Revolution, but 
before and ilnce that time. In the year 1601, when tbe laws againft PapHri 
were relaxed and fufpended in Ireland, Dr.-U/her, preaching on Ezek. i»» ■• 
faid, " From this year I will reckon the fin of Ireland 5 andj at the end of forty 
'* years, thofe whom ye now em!- race mall be your ruin, and yoO fhall bear to* 1 
€< iniquity.*' And in 1626, when the court, as now, was bargaining with tbe 
lrifli Papifts, propofirig to grant them a more full toleration, on condition of 
their railing 500 horfe, and 5COC foot, when a great national aflembly con?e' ,ed 
io cenfider of that matter, the bifliops of Ireland met, drew up aad mmsow*' 

'.•-••• - .■ • ■ Jy 
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^Jrqteftant upon his gftard. No wonder though the bill met 
therewith confiderable oppofition, and .- called forth iom* 
keen and fpirite4 animadverfions from L ifh patriots: and net 
wonder to find voluntary afTociations formed through the 
land for common defence. They had been altogether infen- 
fibie if they had retained no remembrance q{ paft events 
aor any forebodings of what may hereafter be awaiting 
themfelves or their pofterity. It may- require two centuries, 
at leaft, to obliterate the memory of fome horrid fcenes 
-which that country hath feenl But the fame horrid fcenes; 
may yet be renewed, if, with the other penal laws, the acT: 
jfbr difarming Papiite fliould he alio repealed, without which 
there had not probably been one Proteftant, by this time, 
left in Ireland. If Papifts, to their numbers, influence, and 
barbarity, be permitted to join the terror of warlike arms 
and difcipline, t0 what, imminent hazard muft the eftates, + 
liberties, and lives of P.roteftaftts be expofed ? We have 
already heard of five pounds having been offered for the 
jiead of a Proteftant; and, if the new politics go on, thefc 
may, in procefs of time, become fo rare in fome parts of 
that kingdom, that L. 500 may not be able to procure one. 

After haying examined, at fo great length, the general 
principles of this toleration, and oonfidered fome of th$ 

\j fubfetibed a protection againft that propofal : and next year, Dr. Down- 
tern, bifiiop of Derry, publilhed this protection from the pulpit, in the midft 
of hi fermon before the lord-deputy and council, with the following pream- 
ble : — " Are not many araongft us, for gain and outward refpelts, willing and 
*> ready to content to a toleration of falfe religions, thereby making themfelves 
" guilty of a great offeree, in putting to falc, not only their own fouls, but alfo 
*• the fouls of other? $ut what is to be thought of toleration of religion, { 
" will not deliver my own private opinion, but the judgments of the archbifhops 
" and bifhops of this kingdom, which I think good to publish unto you, that, 
u whatfoever mall happen, the wbrfd may know, that we were far from con- 
«« fenting to thofe favours which the Papiflt'expecV' — After he had publiflied 
it, the people gave their approbation, with united acclamations, crying, Amen. 
The proteflation itfelf may be feen in the Appendix. What a great contra/l 
doth the cor duO of the prefent race of bifhops make to that of their predeceflors, 
Quantum mutotiab Hits! Lift of 3p. VJher, etc. 

moft 
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moft fpecious pleas urged in its behalf; there is now Ihtlfc » 
oocafion to infill upon a variety of other particular topics, 
feme of which have been incidentally touched already. — 
We might have (hewn, that it has a direft tendency to check 
and defeat the laudable defign of civilizing, and inftru&ing 
in the Proteftant faith, the ignorant Popifh natives of thefe 
kingdoms. It is well known, that charitable inftitutions of 
this kind have long been on foot, focieties incorporated, and 
many fchools eftablifhed in Ireland , and in the Highlands 
and iflands of Scotland, under different charters, which have 
hitherto been liberally fupported by royal bounties, and 
other public and private donations. — Inftitutions no Ids 
pons than prudent, and worthy of all the attention the 
legiflature hath bellowed upon them! But fuch a toleration 
evidently tends to obftruft the beneficent effe&s of theft 
charities, if not totally to defeat their intention and fuccefs* 
The fpirit and principle of one aft, in a wifely-governed 
ftate, ftiould never be at variance with another : rulers and 
public benefaftors certainly fhould not give with one hand, 
and take back again with another; nor deflroy with the left 
hand what they defend with the right. Indeed it is noteafy 
to fee a reafon, why fuch inftitutions fhould at all be conti- ' 
nucd and promoted, with fuch great pains and expence, to 
deliver us from fuch a harmlefs thing as Popery, if, accor- 
ding to the new doftrine, it neither makes men bad 
Christians, nor worfe fubjefts. 

We might have fhown, that it has a tendency to inflam^^ 
and exafperate mens minds, to endanger the public peaces 
and mar our internal tranquillity. It is like roufmg a fleep — * 
ing lion, and fcattering firebrands among combuftible »a-^-* 
terials. It mull revive all the rancour and fury of religi— *" 
ous debate ; the jealoufies and fears which were laid tc^ 
reft by the laws muft ftart up ; old fores muft be touche<^ 
and ript open; ancient antipathies and animofities muft^ 
Jiave new life infufed into them, till,, by the mutual collie* 

fioa^ 
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ilon of jarring parties and warm Ipirits, fuch a fire fflayte 
kiodkd as nothing but blood may be able in the erid to 
queiich. The minds of the populace, ever prone to catch 
the flame* and difficult to be retrained, and on this fab- 
je& more eafily irrafcible than on any other, may be in 
danger of proceeding to fuch excefles, under the influence 
of intemperate and ungovernable, though perhaps a well- 
meaning zeal, as may not be in the power of the wifer 
and cooler to reftrain. Between parties fo diftant, fo alie- 
nated, and irreconcileably at variance, what coalefcence 
€^n be expe&ed, or what profpeft can there be of any to- 
lerable harmony ? All the different denominations of Pro- 
•eftants, however otherwife divided, will readily at laft rife 
up as ©oe man againft the common enemy. However 
«hek minds may be confounded and (tunned at fir ft, by the 
unexpe&ed (hock of fudden innovations, yet, upon reco- 
vering from their ftupor and furprife, they will very pro- 
bably refiga themfel ves to the fwelling torrent of public 
hatred and indignation againft Popery, and thofe wh* 
would intrude it upon them. Whig and Tory, Churchman 
and Diflenter, old light and new, will even for a time for- 
get their other quarrels, and club together in this caufe* 
Nay, there is hardly a butcher, chairman, porter, or fc&* 
▼enger in the land, but will be ready to ftand forth with 
the ipirit of confeflbrs, prepared to refift Rome even to 
martyrdom. Nor may we rarely hear the profligate rake, 
and unprincipled debauchee, curling with a volley of oaths 
the whore of Babel, and heartily vowing her deftru&ioa. 
Even the rabble of the foldiery in King James's army could 
not be restrained from finging their Lillabulleros in detefta- 
tion of Popery, and to the terror and confufion of a Po-» 
pifti court. — Such dangerous confequences are far front 
being imaginary, nor do they appear to be at any great 
diftance : nay, fome of them have already taken place as 
a beginning of further forrows. What alarms have beea 
raifed ? what contentions and heats have already been ex- 
cited ? 
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cited ? what fevere recriminations have been mutually |3a£ 
fing between Papifts and Proteftants, and among Protew 
ftants themfelves ? Nor have jumults, mobs and riots beea 
wanting to crown the ble/Eng of a Popifli toleration. 
Who firft excited thefe alarms? who kindled all thefe fires? 
who fet otherwife peaceable fubje&s together by the ears ? 
who threw a whole kingdom into a fever? who called 
forth the la wlefs mobs, and affattlted and demolished the 
chapels in Ed gh and Gl — — w; about which the Pa- 
pifts in their memorials, and their friends in parliament* 
have made fuch outcry ? — Who but the men who attemp- 
ted to change the laws* and introduce dangerous innova- 
tions, by advifing, propofing, and pulhing premature afts 
for the relief of Roman Catholics ? Thefe were the prime 
incendiaries;, and thefe accordingly ought alone to have 
been relponfible for the damages. 



We might go farther, and fay, that fuch a toleration^ 
all things confidered, is indeed the greateft unkindneis and 
higheft injury to Papifts themfelves. To bring Popery 
again upon the ftage, and to carefs Papifts in the public; 
eye, is to expofe them the more to public odium and ill 
ufage; and a more effeel ual way could not be taken to 
whet the edge of public refentmerit againft them. The 
only fafety of our Papifts lies in. fileiice and obfeurity ; and 
if they underftood their true intereft; they would never^ 
chufe to depart from thefe. While they prudently keej^ 
in their retreats, arid content themielves with that forbear- 
ance wherewith they are indulged in fecrer, they maylonj 
jemain unmokfted, and fcarce one would be difpofed 
feek their hurt. But if they, un wifely, obtrude themfelvei 
into the light, or if they are cruelly dragged by their pre- 
tended friends from the /hade, aid puftied forward upon 
the public theatre, they will of courfe be hifTed or pelted 
off again with diigrace, either by the magiflrate and the 
laws, or the toce,nf£d populace for them i while thole whd 

were 
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trerp rafh enough to take them by the hand, muft be agam 
forced to abandon and betray -the ro ; nor will govewimeot 
kielf be found iufficient for their protection. Papifts in 
every city and corner of Britain were un thought of, un- 
heeded, and none making them afraid, till their over<>fli- 
cious court- friends of late havedifturbed their repofe, a- 
-waking their ambition to graip at unwarrantable favours, 
and feeding their minds with chimerical profpefts, where- 
by they are in the greatefl hazard of lofing, not only their- 
newjy-acquired privileges, or thole they had the promife ofj 
but alfo of forfeiting that indulgence which they formerly 
enjoyed, whereby their fituation may be rendered harder 
than before. And if it be true, that the firft propofal of- 
the repeal of the penal laws did not originate from the 
Papifts themfelves* but from the court *, they are in tm> 
view rather objects of compaffion, as they are not by far. 
fo much, to blame in this matter as their ill-judging Prote- 
ftant friends, who have done them thus diflervicc. It was 
But. natural for perfons in their fituation to jump inftantly 
at the bait, and readily to accept their proffered freedom, 

• That this was really the cafe, appears evident from the following paragraph 
of the Memoritl prefented to the members of parliament from the Roman Ca- 
tholics in Scotland, as it flood in the fiift edition, though cuutioully AlppreflTed 
in the fecond :— ** In the month of February 1778, when the uation was alarm* 
♦* ed with the unhappy fate of fiurgoyne's army, application was made by one 
" of his Majeily's judges in Scotland to Bifhop Hay, bead of the Catholic clergy 
** in Edinburgh, to know the fentimenrs of the Roman Catholics in Scotland, 
«• with regard to the American rebellion, and how far they would be willing to 
" sUfift their countiy, if required. Bifhop Hay, with joy, embraced this oppor- 
•* tunity of making his own and his friends fentimems known to government, 
<c and, in a letter, to t"he perfon who applitd to him, gave a full account of the 
*' attachment of the Roman Catholics in Scotland to their king and country, and 
«« k( their readinefs to ferve both with their lives and fortunes; This ace done 
*' was foon confirmed in eff. <fl, by the readinefs with which great numbers of 
*' Roman Catholics enlifted in the levies which were then going on in Scotland, 
" and without whem feme of thofe regiments would not perhaps have beta 
*' completed to this day. Biihop Hay's letter was loon alter communicated to 
*' government, and, by his means alfo, the affair was made known to the 
**' Kngiiili Catholics." Mem. p. a,. 

Xx We 
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Wc might have urged, that this toleration muft greatt 
affect the intereft of literature as well as religion, by rev- ~! 
ving dead controverfies, and giving credit to old explode^ 
errors. For a long time paft, the various particular <£» 
mata belonging to the complicated fyftem of Popery, ha-^* 
been almoft unknown, except to the ftudious and fpecuK. 
five. The inftru&ors of youth had little occafion minu-^ 
ly to examine and refute abfurdities by degrees become an* j 
quated, or to expofe ridiculous practices already abolifh msd 
which had no longer any avowed advocates in the lan</- 
and the teachers of religion had (till lefs need to dwell ijpu 
on fuch fruitlefs debates before the people. The human 
mind was thus happily delivered from an oppreffive load* 
learning and philofophy were cleared from that rubbifc 
wherein they had long been funk and buried ; tafte and 
amiable arts were cultivated j while every one was left at 
liberty to employ his time, attention and talents on fubjefts 
more ufeful or ornamental to fociety. — But what a diffe- 
rent fcene muft now open? We muft now be dragged 
back again to the darknefs of paft ages, when 

c A fecond deluge learning did o'er-run, 

( And the monks finifh'd what the Goths begun:' 

Wc muft be forced again to tread the intricate and cndlcfs 
labyrinth of Popifti cafuiftry and fcholaftic divinity : vc 
fhall hear again the croakings of monks from their cells, 
and bi fainted with the fcreamings of night-owls; cafes of 
confeience, monftrous and unnatural, will be again cflfcut 
fcd, and we muft hear with patience all the dreams of do- 
tards and dunces once more repeated. We (hall meet the 
airy metaphyfic (hades of Ariftotle, Lombard, Aquinas, 
Scotus, and the like venerable characters, rifing oat of 
their graves after the ileep of a thoufand years. Thomas 
and Bellarmine, Efcobar or Afpilcueta, will mount the 
chair, and be elevated into the rank of ftandard divines. 

The 
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rhe (age decifions of Eft et nan ejl %s licet et nonjicet, will 
\a the fchools fuperfede the ufe of the theorems of Euclid ; 
and quidlibets and quodlibets^ barbara* celarent, and fuch 
profound ftudies, -will fucceed to Newton, Addifon, and 
Pope. Public difputations may yet be appointed, and ela- 
borate volumes wrote upon the queftions, whether breafl 
be bread ; or whether a piece of wood be a log or a deity? 
Councils and convocations may yet afTemble to fettle the 
important points, whether it be needful to excommunicate^ 
fp^rrows ; whether it be lawful to fpit immediately after 
receiving the communion \ or whether a man may eat and 
drink, and lie with his wife, after he hath received the 
viaticum * ? — If the agents x for Rome ftiall whet and 
brighten up their rufty armour, and fet the demolished 
batteries of the fchools again in play, as doubtlefs they 
will, it cannot be luppofed that Proteftant? are patiently 
and paflively to fuifer the renewed attack, when the law$ 
{peak no more for them. This neither honour* nor duty 
will permit. When poifian fhall be daily and with impu- 
rity adminiftred, antidotes will become indiipenfably necet- 
fary. Hence the tedious and irkfome debates \ hence the 
barbarous ravages of Gothic wars, which will over-ruo 
the improven and delightful provinces of fcience and good 
tafte, and may prove hurtful not only to the temper, but 
alfo to the minds, the faith, and morals of the people. 
Already are both the pulpit and the prefs deeply affefted 
with the late change. Not as if I fufpefted any deadly 
danger to che Proteftant caufe from the arguments and at? 
tacks of its opponents ; or dreaded any ill confequenccs 
from its being brought under another review. It may well 
endure the teft of argument and the freeft enquiry ; not 
1 that but Popery muft fuffer by coming to the light. But why 
fubjeft thofe devoted to learning and religion to the painful 

* This point was often canrafled in fome Englifh council*, as that of Wor- 
cester and Exeter in 1287 $ that of Wincheftcr in 1308 5 and that of Oxford ia 
13m. Sfclman. 

X x 2 drudgery 
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<Jrfidgery of travelling over the fame field, and to rak$ 
into a ftinking dunghill ? Why oblige them to fight every 
inch of their ground again, already Co honourably w?on 
from the foe, and fo fafely inclofed within the pale both 
of ecclefiaftical and civil laws ? Muft they do as the4tnight 
who cut off the heads of his, enemies a fecond time, after 
they were raifed to life by enchantment ? Or muft they be 
compelled to perform in reality, what the Macedonian 
hero was made by the influence of mufic to perform in 
' imagination, who 

< Fought all his battles o'er again \ 
4 And thrice he routed all his foes, 
c And thrice he (lew the (lain/ 

We might further have pled, that the toleration of ^ 
falfe idolatrous religion* when carried farther than mere 
forbearance of force and punifhment, abftracting from the. 
immediate hurt done to fociety, is in itfelf absolutely un- 
lawful. That Popery is^fuch a religion may be taken for 
granted, when we are dealing with profefTed Proteftants. 
Upon what principles then of nature or religion can afts 
including any degree of approbation, or pofitive encou- 
ragement to it, and affording it protection and fecurity, be 
vindicated? If it will be allowed, that thofe are highly 
culpable and guilty who grant it a full and exclufhe efta- 
blifhment, ifmuft be Admitted to be a degree of the fame 
guilt to fupport it by a pofitive legal toleration, whereby 
its intereft may be at leaft partially, and fometimes very 
effectually and fuccefsfully promoted. And between the 
conduct of Popifli and Proteftant governments there is this 
great difference, that what the former do in this refpeft 
they account to be done to the true religion, and think 
they do God good fervice, and have at lea (I the merit of 
confiftency, by abftaining with the greateft- care froin 
yrhateyer hath the remoteft appearance of encouraging 

what; 
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-what they are convinced \s erroneous or heretical: while" 
the latter are chargeable with countenancing Popery under 
the notion of herefy and idolatry, known and confefled to 
be fuch. By the iminutable principles of truth and mora* 
lity, are not all under obligation to difcourage, inftead of 
countenancing evil ? How can men' legitimate what the 
ftpreme Legislator forbids, or human laws pretend to tole- 
rate and fecure what the divine exprefsjy enjoin to be de- 
ftfoyed * ? / 

Wc 

* The word toleration is equivocal ; and in many of our modern reafoningt 

and declamations, and even in Tome of the mod eminent writers on the fubject, 

the idea of it appears not to be fixed with fufficient preciiion. It feems needful 

to pi eferve a dirtin£tion between negative and pofitive toleration. The former 

may and ought to be extended to all religions whatever, or rather to the perfontf 

profeffing them, when public fafety and the good of foclety do not forbid : the 

latter, as well as a legal eOabli(hment, is due only to truth, and a religion in. 

trlnn* ally good. It is trae that the religious truth or falfehood of any fyftem it 

not immediately the rule or ground of toleration, or any act of humjrn legislation, 

but public utility, and political good, are to be confidered in thefe alone* But 

thefe have a very clofe and infeparable connection. Truth and utility, properly 

underftood, mud always coincide: and the lift can never be determined or let- 

. tied rill the firft is pre«ioufly known. 

We a--e fumetimes told, that civil government ought to make no diftinetioa 
of ore religion 'rom another, but (hould hold them all upon a level; and that 
the worft and mod corrupt is equally entitled to. his countenance and protection 
with the belt and pi reft: nay, fome divines themfelves feem to infinuate, that 
all religions, eten the grofleft idolatries, if they be not directly destructive to 
the Gate, are therefore reconcileable even with Chriftianity itfelf ; telling us, 
•' That while the gofpel tolerates nothing immoral, nothing prejudicial to the 
y lute or to individuals, yet it tolerates all religions, however different from 
\ €t itfelf j ,T not fcrupling to announce to the world in broad capitals* " That 
** thcu-h every religion were enumerated which now exift*, from the riling to 
4i the fetting fun, the ChriJHan religion 'Will tolerate them, all, provided they 
*' jeach no opinions which are deftructive to the ftate, or dangerous to the par* 
". ticular members of it." Not to infift on the great impropriety of confounding . 
civil and ecclefuftical toleration together; and of afcribing to the gofpel what it 
the peculiar office of civil magi ft racy alone 5 — fuch v?gue doctrine is liable to the 
'-noft dangerous mifconftruction. It founds as if Chriftianlty allowed men to 
approve of all other religions, or to be indifferent about their fuccefs; at if jtbere 
•were nothing in the gofpel oppofite and hoftile unto any different religion, tliat 
might be peaceable in the fratc. In this fenfc, nothing can be more falfe or 
gLringly atfurd thao the aiTertioi. Chriflianity at well as ancient Jtftiaifm, and 
: " indeed 
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We might, moreover, have infilled, that fuch a tolera- 
tion is an indireft attack upon the common faith of Prote- 
ftants, and the Scriptures themfelvcs, concerning the ap* 
proaching fall and final ruin of the Antichriflian intereft, 
and carries the appearance of an impious oppofition to the 
will #ad facred decrees of Heaven. It bears too near a re> 
fenpkblance to the politics of Julian ftyled the Apoftate,' vtho $ 

indeed every religion that is founded on truth, and hath a fyftem of faith, wor- 
ihip, and difciplme, pofit.vdy fixed by a divine invariable itandard, muft need* 
farily, from it* nature, be in.olerant of all otheis. Light and darknefs- are not 
more oppofite to each orher than Chriftianity is to every fpecies or* falie reli- 
gion 5 and it obliges perfons of every character and (ration in life, who believe 
and profefs it, to re: ounce, hate, and oppofr, and, by every lawful and proper 
mean, to fupprefs an*i deftroy, every degree of irreligion, error, herefy, fuper- 
(t.tlon, and idolatry, i'dbi the leaft to the greatetl, as well as injuRics, vice, 
and immorality ; without permitting any to give t..em *uch Kcurities as are in- 
confident with thefe duties, or whicli ma uud to pi event the application »r 
influence of fuch means. Wherefore Chiirtianity, fo far from tolerating and 
suTociating with every religion under the fun, and admitting a general comma- 
nion with a)i forts of error and idolatry, can, in tVct, tolerate no religion vbtt' 
ever, different from Ufelf : nor is political fareiy or danger, or the mereaooii- 
deration of a religion being either innocent or noxious to a ft ate, the rule or re*- 
fon by which the tolerance or intolerance of the gofpel as fuch proceeds} nor 
has it any thing to do in the qucfti >n, about the right of perfons aid commu- 
nities to believe, profef?, fnpport, propagate, approve ot pofitively allow, 01 ta 
oppofe, difcountenance, hinder, or extirpar,- any religion as fuch ; for that de- 
pends upon the truth or falfehoo.l, the good »>r evil, toe lawfuinefs or unlawful- 
nefs of fuch a religion in itfc.f cnhfidered. — To underhand and exp'ain the doc- 
trine of toleration as fome feem to have oone, is to lay tha foundation-fane of 
deifm and univerfal fcepticifm ; and is indeed to make Chiiftianity a more irra- 
tional and inconfiftent fyftem than Popery itfelf. It would make it every whit 
as abfurd as the ancient fyftem of ^agan polytheifm, which, admitting a plura- 
lity of deities, allowed an intercommunity among them and their worshippers. 
—But if by toleration be meant nothing more than an exemption from penal 
laws and' fufferings purely for religious opinions and matters of f«ith and con- 
icience, and if the meanirg of fuch aflVrtions be,' that Christianity will allow 
thofe who profefs it to furTer others to live, and to continue in their errors, nn- 
difturbed by force and punifhment, until it may pieafe God, through the uft of 
all rational and Chriftian means, to enlighten and convert them $ while there 
, .is nothing in their religion, or in ths manner of their profefling and maintain- 
ing it, inconflftent with the peace and fafety of civil fociety, or threatening violent 
deftru&ion to the lawful ir.ftitutions of a nation, or to the temporal or religious 
liberties of others, — nothing can be snore true and undeniable) The DoBriat 
#/ Toleration applied ta the prefent times, &c. Glafg. 

in 
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in order craftily to weaken and undermine Chriftianity, pro-* 
claimed an wrvcrfal toleration; reftored the Pagan temples 
and facrifices ; loaded the Jews with favours, and encoir- 
raged them in the attempt to rebuild their ruined temple, 
that, by its reftoration, Chriftianity might be difparaged, 
and the exprefs predictions df the Saviour on that head, re- 
futed and convifted of falfehood ; though Heaven forbad 
the infernal attempt, awfully demonfirated the criminality 
and folly of thinking to defeat the predictions, and fruftratc 
the defigns of the Omnipotent. The fatal cataftrophe and 
final extermination of Antichriftian Rome is an event no lefs 
exprefsly declared, and more fully and circumftantially de- 
fcribed in New-Teftament prophecy, than the overthrow 
and defolation of the temple of Jerufalem. Is it work, then, 
worthy of any but apoftates from Proteftantifm, and Chri^ 
ftianity itfelf, to labour to counteract the defigns of Provi- 
dence, and to falfify the divine oracles, in regard to the 
ffioft glorious event, which the laft times are to bring forth 
for the general happinefs of the world, and confblation of 
the faithful. As the language of* Babel's builders was of 
old confounded, and their heaven-infultiog work ceafed 5 
fo (hall the fame fuperintending power difconcert and baffle 
all fuch impious ichemes, if not purfue with fignal ven- 
geance their authors and promoters. 

Roma diu titubans% hngis erroribus acla, 
Cormety et mundi definet effe caput. 

but, leaving thefe topics, we fhall juft turn our eyes for 
a moment to North Britain, offer our thoughts concerning 
the propofed repeal of the laws againft Popery in that part 
of the united kingdom, and haften to a concluiion. 

Ail that has been advanced in the preceding pages may 
be properly confidered, as it was indeed partly intend- 
ed, as rcafons againft extending the repealing afts to that 

country, 
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country, now or in any future time. And, befides4he ge- 
neral arguments which apply in common to Soutlv and 
North Britain, there are fome things which plead, with 
peculiar and additional force, aga'uift fuch a repeal with 
regard to Scotland. In fome of the northern /hires and 
iflands, rudenefs and barbarifm. are yet too prevalent; 
learning and civilization are but in their infancy 5 the fpirit 
of c^nftiip, a fond attachment to the traditionary fyftein* 
civil and religious, as well as to the language and dfefs of 
their fathers, is ftill very ftrong among the inhabitants * 
from the nature of the country, the extraordinary extent 
of parifties, the thinnefs and confequent diftance of Prote- 
ftant churches, Popery has at any rate many advantages 
to contribute to its progrefs. Thefe favourable opportu- 
nities the Romifh miffionaries have not failed to improve \ 
for (educing the people y and they muft continue to do fo 
with redoubled vigour, and much mpre fuccefs, if altoge- 
ther fet free from the curb of the laws. In thefe folitary 
and dark retreats* Popiih priefts can always iurk in fafety; 
and there fuperftition naturally ftrikes deep its roots, and 
maintains and Strengthens its gloomy empire. , 

Befides, in thefe mountainous haunts and faftnefles, fo 
favourable to fecret confutations and plots, the moft dan- 
gerous defigns againfl the flate may eafiJy be concerted, 
and ripened into afts ; to which the Papifts, with their 
friends the non-jurant epifcopalians, have hitherto (hewed 
themfelves too much addicted 5 of which the two laft re- 
bellions/ which had their origin in thefe parts, . and from 
thence poured at once, like rapid torrents, through the 
land, are fufficient evidences. Though there are v no fab* 
jecls in the three kingdoms more firmly attached from 
principle, intereft, affe£tion, and gratitude to the prefent 
civil government and reigning family, or more invariably 
zealous to preferve the Proteftant iucceflion inviolate, than 
the body of Preibyterians in Scotland, who are by far the ' 

' majority 
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majority of the inhabitants, yet the fame cannot be faid of 
any of the parties above mentioned. No lenient arts or 
afts of favour have hitherto been able to conciliate their 
minds, or to eradicate thefe rooted principles of difaffeftioa 
which they have ever cheriftied among them, and of which 
their religious meetings have been nothing but fo many fe r 
minaries ever fince the Revolution. To the infidious and 
impolitic toleration granted by Queen Anne's Tory miniftry 
to the Epifcopalians of that kingdom, who were almoft 
univerfally tainted with fuch principles, and to the relaxa- 
tion of the laws againft the Nonjurants and Papifts, who 
were then almoft as much favoured at court as they are at 
prefcnt, but fecretly,: — may in a great meafurc be imputed 
the rebellion which broke out foon after. Upon the ex-r 
tinftion of the laft rebellion, which may be afcribed to the 
fame caufe, an aft paffed in parliament to oblige all the EpiC- 
copal clergy in Scotland to regifter their meetings and take 
the oaths; yet, from a return made to parliament fome 
time after, it appeared that only fix Epifcopal minifters did 
fo in the whole kingdom : — and though the legiflature then 
were fufficiently convinced of the danger of tolerating fuch 
aflemblies, and ordered all Popifh chapels and Nonjurant 
meeting- houfes to be fhin up * ; yet the cautious maxims 

and 

• Before the year 17 12, when the toleration was granted, there was fcarce 
fomuch at one Epifcopal meeting in Scotland bu^what was kept by a Nonjuring 
clergyman. To fupply thefe meetings, the biftiops, who wrre outed of their 
temporalities at the Revolution, conferred orders and confecrated bi/hops in the 
room of thofe who died ; and by thefe mean6 has the fuccefiion been hitheno 
preferred. The alt. of Qneen Anne fuftained thefe orders, and required no 
other 5 fo that the benefit of that a£l was almoft wholly confined to perfons dif- 
affecled to the eftabliJhment both in church and ft ate, which they foon plainly 
di (covered by their adhering to the Pretender's ftandard, Notwithstanding the 
qualifications in that alt, and though fome of the party took the oaths, yet both 
rbe Jurants and Nonjurants were generally men of the fame defcription, and of 
the fame principles, as they have moftly been all along. It was obferved by an 
honourable gentleman, in his fpeech in parliament upon the difarming and qua- 
lifying bill in 1748, that " as the Nonjuring Epifcopal clergy in Scotland not 
«* only profefs, but preach and propagate principles of rebellion againft the efla- 
tl bliihed government, they never deferved prot( Irion, and indeed ought never 

V y -' «< t* 
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and meafures then adopted appear to have, been too fbon 
forgot, /and feem now to be almoft totally departed from?" 
meetings of both forts have been long openly allowed* an4 
in fome places are ftill very numerous 

It ought Hkewife to be confidered how very diilant 
and diametrically oppofite the Popifh religion is to that 
eftabliflied and generally profeffed in Scotland, Papifts 
and Prefbyteriahs, in the. religious world, are. truly antU 
podes to each other. No eftabliflied church on the face 
of the earth is more unlike to the church of Rome, or 
more incoofiftent with it, than the church of Scotland, iq 
her whole frame and confutation, in government and wor* 
fliip, as well as in do&rine. While fome others around 
her, to their great hazard and lafting reproach, were con* 
tent, at the commencement of the Reformation, to tarry in 
the environs of that fpiritual Sodom, from whence they 
have never been able to get a ftep farther to this day, but 
ftand fixed as monumental pillars of fait, the church of 



" to have met with any indulgence or connivance." Btit when the goveionieAt 

was again aroufed, and convinced 0/ their miftakc, by a fecond rebellion, which, 

befides piivate lodes and foreign damage?, coft the nation 2,000, oco, and rrdo* 

ced it to extreme danger, an aft was paflcd ia 1746 fcr (hutting up theft «»cetn 

ings where the feeds of it had been fown, and for preventing the opening of fuch 

in any time to come ; by which aft a regifter was ordered to tfe kept of alltbe 

Epifcopa} meetings in Scotland, and it was provided, " That the paftor or wir 

'.• nifter of any Foifcopal congregation there fhould, on or before the |ft of Sep* 

'• tember that year, produce to the clerk of the (hire or borough, where b>| 

si meeting, hcufe was fituared, a certificate, from the proper officer, .of his having 

*' qualified himfelf by taking the oaths appointed by law ; of which certificate 

*.' an entry was ordered to be made in the faid iegifier. M — By a cjaufe in 'fc e 

diforming and qualifying aft in 174S,, they were further required to regiflertbcir 

letter! of orders j when it appeared, from a lift laid before the houfes, that no 

more than fix of their nainifteis had complied with the injunction in the acl 

oafled two years before; and, of tbcfe fix, it doth not appear whether any of 

them had received ordination other wife than from Nonjuring biftcps, crtbofe 

ordair.ed by them. Frteecdings of TarUam, Scots Mag. for 1746. /• 3^' 

and for 1748. />. s8p, C>c. 

$cotlan<j 
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Scotland looked riot behind her, till fhe had removed to 
the greateft diftance, from whence flie taight with more 
fafety behold the foioke of her torment. However her 
neighbours may affeft a near refemblance, (he efteems it 
her privilege, her wifdom and her glory to be totally un- 
like to her who hath hitherto been accuftomed to be called 
by the moft difgraceful epithets. Two fyftems of religion, 
in alLthings fo incongruous and incompatible, which have 
no common principles of union or peace, can never har- 
inoniouflyconfift together in the fame ftate. It mult be 
an unaccountable folecifm in government, to pfopofe a 
coalition. The abfurdity' and impolicy of the attempt, can 
only be equalled by its injuftice ; for what can be either 
taiore abfurd or unjiifl;, than after a religion has received an 
Unconditional, an exclufive and an irrevocable eftabliftiment, 
to fuperinduce another, diametrically oppofite and deftruc- 
itive to it, by a poftcrior aft of toleration. This is like 
JthrulUng out a robber by the foregate, to admit him again 
by the poftern* 

The reformed Prefbyterian religion has been fettled in 
Scotland from the earlieft times, and ratified and fecured 
in the fulieft manner by a variety of laws, which the peo- 
£je there juftly confider as their perpetual and inviolable 
right. If the penal laws againft Papifts are not a part of 

_that eftablifhment, they are at leaft a neceflary appendage 
to it : and accordingly they have been coeval therewith : 
and to repeal thefe mud be to Weaken the religious efta- 
blifhment. As the religion of Papifts cannot thrive but at 
.the expence of that of Proteftants 5 lb whatever legal 
(countenance is given to the one, muft be withdrawn and 

- ravifhed from the other. Any attempt therefore to abolifh 

the laws fecuring the eftabhftied church of Scotland, or to 

introduce Popery, muft be contrary to the fundamental 

laws of that kingdom, and injurious to that eccleflaftical 

Y y 2 conftitution 
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constitution which his majefty *, and others in office, ar» 
cxprcfsly bound by oaths to maintain and defend. 

Nor is this all: the folemn faith of treaties and the 
law of nations forbid any alteration of the ecclefiafti- 
cii eftablifhmerit of Scotland, or of laws fecuring it. 
This would be an evident violation of the exprefs terms of 
the incorporate unioil between the two kingdoms ; and, in 
ifaft, a difjblution of it. What ftrong and unequivocal 
terms are inferted in that treaty for the mutftal fecurity of 
religion, is well known. There is nothing more facrediy 
and inviolably provided for and fecured to the church of 
Scotland therein, than the full enjoyment of all her legal 
rights, liberties and fecuritiesj in all time coming f . This. 

inuft 

\ ■ 

* The coronation oath for Scotland runt thus : " 1 George III. king of Great 
" Britain, &c. do faithfully promife and rwear, that I fhall inviolably main- 
** tain and preferve Che fettlement of the true Proteftant religion, with the go* 
" verhment, worfliip and difcipline, rights and privileges of the church of 
" Scotland, eftablifhed by the laws made there, in profecution of the claim of 
4t right 5 and, particularly, by an a£t for fw-curing the Proteftant religion and 
** Preibyterian church-government, and by the aft parTed in both kingdoms, fot 
u the union of the two kingdoms. So help me God." ' ' 

f The AB for jecuring the Protejldnt religion, and frefbyterian cburch-g*. 
TjerMtnent, paflTed in Scotland 17Q7, among oiher things, for ever confirms the 
5th aft of William a.id Mary, entitled, An AH ratifying the Confeffion o/Fmtij 
and fettling Prefbyterian church-government, with the haill other aBi of Par&a- 
rticnt relating thereto, in profecution of the declaration of the eftates of tBs kt*r- 
dom containing the claim of right; in which acls, particularly by the eth ac$ 
pari. 1690, all laws, Aatutes, and a els of parliament, made againft Popery and 
P«pifts, and for maintenance of the true reformed religion, are rented, ratified, 
and perpetually confirmed. This aft of fecurity, in its whole extent and in all 
its contents, was ordained to be a fundamental and eflential condition of any 
treaty of union to be concluded betwixt the two kingdoms, without any altera- 
tion thereof, or derogation thereto, in any fort, for ever; and was- to be infert- 
ed and repeated in an a& of parliament that mould pafs for concluding the fore- 
faid treaty, and therein exprefsly declared to be a fundamental and eflential con* 
dition of it in all time coming t— all which was accordingly done by the ads 
patted in both kin^d' ms, ratifying the union. 

That the articles relating to the fettlement and fecurity of religion ware meant 
to be unalterable, without any power referred to the united parliament to in- 
fringe them, i» evident not only from the manner in which they are expreflad, 
but alfo from the i,a;ure of the thing; for, if it had been Otherwife, theiecav- 

ritjr 
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intfft be meant of all thefe (he was then pofleffed of* That 
the penal ftatutes againft Popery were in being at the tima 
of the union is beyond controverfy ; and that they vera 
then confidered as part of thefe legal fecurities given to 
the eftablifhed religion there, and really were fo, is no left 
fevident. They mull therefore be neceflarily comprehend-* 
ed in the fundamental articles of the union, and included 
in tne laws which were ratified for ever*. ' 

I< 

\\\y give* ro the, religibus eftablimment of Scotland would have amounted to 
nothing at all. If the people there had left thefe controvertible, fubjeft to the 
future deliberations and votes of a Briti/h parliament, the greater part of whick 
«*ere to be Engliih, and of a different religious pfofeifion from them, they had 
t«ft the church in that kingdom to the mercy of its enemies and former oppref- 
iors, and had been chargeable with the high eft folly : this they well knew, and 
therefore they put them beyond the power of fuch a parliament to repeal or at 4 
tcr. 

" Sonie of the articles of onion," fays Sir Richard Steele, c# are made entire 
•• and'abfolute ; and others give a power to the parliament of Great Britain 'tw 
<« titer the fame. So that tbcfe words in the aft of union, So as afire/aid, rs* . 
kc tlfied, approved, and confirmed, rnuft be taken, Reddendo fingula fingtUxt; 
*' that is, fuch of the faid articles as e^prefs no power to the parliament of 
fc< Great Britain to alter them, (hall remain entire ; and fuch as carry a power 
*« of alteration by the parliament of Great Britain are not fo facrebY* 

«« The powers that made this happy union, the parliaments of England and 
«• Scotland, have no longer a being, and therefore that union, in the expreft 
*• terms thereof, muft remain inviolable. The union would be infringe*?; mould 
** there be any deviation from thefe articles ; and what confequences that wo«M 
«« have, no good fubjedt can think of without horror."—" it becomes the 
" Englifrrnen in generality to be more particularly careful in preferring this 
*< union : for the late kingdom of Scotland had as numerous a nobility as Eag- 
€ * land, and the reprefentatives of their commons were alfo very numerous 5 
. *' they have by tfc* articles of union confented to fend only 16 peers, and 44 
«« commons, to the parliament of Great Britain, which hath the fame number 
*' of lords and commons for England that were before the union j fo that the 
€< Scots reprefentatives can make no ftand in the defence of all, or any of the 
*' articles of the union, mould they be oppofed by fuch unequal numbers cf th4 
*< lords and commons of England ; and therefore it is moft plain, from the ira- 
«* pbtence in which fo many wife and able men of the Scotch nation left thetii- 
'* felvcs in thefe particulars, that tbey underftood the points of religion in Eng- 
** land and Scotland refpeclively, the fucceffion to the crown of Great Britain^ 
*• and all other articles of the union, were never to be controverted." Tie Crijis, 
f. 43> 44- 

* This is called in queftion by the reverend author of ihzAddrcfs to the P*#- 
fU*f Scotland,' becaufe the afts now propofed to be repealed were not former 

feus, 
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If this be the dafe, what authority has the pariiattieftt of 
Great Britain to revoke thefe laws, or what obligation 
could an aft of repeal lay upon the reclaiming people of 
Scotland, when patted ? Nonfc at all. Such an aft would 
be an abfolute nullity, as it would be made in oppofition to 
a primary and fundamental law of the conftitution, and bf 
a judicature t& whom it is utterly incompetent. For it is 
an indifputable faft, that the conclave at Rome, or thfl 
congrefsjn America, havens much a legal right tochangd 
or weaken the ecciefiafrical eftablifhment in Scotland a$ 
the parliament of Great Britain. As to all the particulars 
previoufly fettled at the union, its power is limited, and its 
hands bound up : and if it ftiould violate any of its eflen* 

bat pafterior acts td that made in 1690, whereby all the laws again ft Popery 
were in general ratified : fo that he thinks, they could not be comprehended iti 
the act of fecurity confirmed by the union-fettlement. But it ought to be cod- 
£dered, that the propofed bill of repeal, in conformity to the aft already paffid 
in England, affects not only that part of the acts of 1700 and 1703, which 
were properly new, and a ,'ditional to the former ftatutes, but alio that part of 
them which revived and ratified all the former acts againft Pipery i fo that, ia 
its fpirit and import, it is a bill either repealing or difahjing the whole fyfcm 
of penal laws enacted againft Papifts, fmce the beginning of the Reformation'. 
•n- which account it muft be a direct violation of the 5th act par). 16 90, tad 
consequently of the act of fecurity in 1707. Befides, that act of fecurity not. 
only ratifies and. makes perpetual the 5th act pari. 1690, and the whole of the* 
Revolution- fettle m en t, bat gives an unalterable fecurity to the true Protcftanl 
religion as then presently profeifed and eftablithed in that kingdom $ which 
daufe may be reafonably conftructcd as comprehending not only thetftts j^AW 
immediately after the Revolution, but alfo all the other legal feeuriiics whitit 
the national religion had acquired from the Revolution to .that time, iftdw 
which it wa* then poflcfled :. and as that act of fecurity and the Union were fro* 
fcquent to the repealed act of K. Will, and to all the pttial ftatutes in queflsor# 
thefe without exception, if not directly and exprefsly ratified, yet appear to be 
fo, at leaft materially and interpretatively j more efpecially if it be confcflM* 
(as it cannot be reafonably denied), that thefe later arid pofter'or acts of Kin| 
Will, were made with the fame general view, and exactly on the fame princi- 
ples and in the fame 'pint as the other laws exprefsly and irreverfibly ratified* 
and that they may justly be fa^d to be acts made in proftcution of the declard^ 
$f the eftatcs of the kingdom containing the claim of right; all of which were 
without exception confirmed by the acts of fecurity and union, as well as adopt* 
ed into the oath of core nation. 
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tial articles, infte ad of obliging the community hereby to 
tegal obedience it would pluck up the very pillars on which 
it fits, and, ipfofaBo % difTblve itfelf. *Such a deed might 
be called a- law; but it wouid be only the law of the ty- 
rant, which is founded on ufurpation, and warranted only 
by force. 

The Scots nation was before the union, as free and in- 
dependent, in every refpeft, as England: and' the Englifti , 
part of the legiflature can claim no kind of authority over 
it but in virtue of that treaty alone. The whole Britifli 
parliament has a legiflative power over it, only fo far as 
was then ftipulated, and when exercifed in the manner 
therein fixed. No laws can bind the people there to 
•■ which they have not direclly or indirectly given their con-* 
fent, And though they may perhaps be forcibly compel-* 
Jedj yet they can never be con ftitution ally obliged to fub- 
mit to the Britifli legiilature in things which they have ne- 
ver re /igned up to it, but on the contrary exprefly except- 
ed them from its jurifdi&ion. Nor can the confent of the 
Scots reprefentatives in a cafe of this nature, in thfe leaft 
jpoend the matter, or make it more legal. They are inveft- 
ed with no powers for this purpofe, but abfolutely reftricTv 
ed from it, wherefgre they could not pojfibly reprefqpt ths 
nation in fuch a deed. As members of the Britifli parlia-. 
ment their power is circumfcribed, and is even fhort of that 
which the reprefentatives of the, people could claim when 
they conftituted a diftinct legiflature, and poflefled national 
independence. If they fhould confent to alter thefe facred 
Iripulations, and violate thefe laws and fecurities, in the 
prefervation of which alone their title # to the character of 
reprefentatives is founded; their confent would be null 
and void, and of as little confequence as the votes of any 
threefcore individuals in the kingdom. It will therefore 
be the wifdom and fafety of the Britifli government- to be 
cautioufly aware of digging too near the main pillars oa 
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which the whole frame of the prefent conftitution jefts • 
and never in a point fo delicate, and for reafbns lb frivo- 
lous, to expofe its authority to be called in queftion. Our 
rulers are doubtlefs by this time convinced that the empire 
is already fufficiently divided, though they fhould not lay 
a foundation for new claims of independence and repara- 
tion. The Englifh nation, particularly is flriftly bound to 
fee that great treaty of union facredly obferved with re- 
!J>e& to Scotland. It is, certainly fo in point of intereftj 
even though its honour, generofity, and public faith were 
not fo deeply concerned therein, as they are. North Bri- 
tain is not furely fo infignificant, nor fo unneceflary to the 
fecurity, power and greatncfs of its fifter kingdom, as to 
be wantonly provoked, or inconfiderately thrown away. 
To lofe a well-affe&ed, brave and warlike nation, (for 
foch its' greateft enemies muft allow it to be) for. the fake 
of gaining a few difaffe&ed Papifts, w;ould be too like the 
Gotbam-po\\tics\ fometime ago invidioufly imputed to the 
Britifti miniftry, of parting with a crown to purchafe a 
pepj>er-corn. 

The argument taken from the upion-fettlement, and the. 
prefent conftitution, however, can only be confidered as a 
iubfidhry one. To plead human laws and conftitutions 
for things which are not in themfelves equitable, ufeful, or 
expedient, and to fpeak of any of them as in their own na^ 
ture unalterable, is highly abfurd. Nothing but the laws 
. of God and nature can, with ftrift propriety, be eternal 
and irrevocable. And if there be any in the terms of the 
treaty, referred to, or in any other fettlement whatever, in- 
compatible with public good, and inconfiftent with found 
policy or true religion, it can never be juflly confidered as 
unalterable, though perhaps declared to be fo a thoufand and 
a thoufand times. That there are fome things in the articles 
of jthat union of this kind we have hinted already, and foruple 
jot to affirm : and if ever Britain come to underftand her 
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true intereft, if the united conftitution, in the mattej of re- 
ligion, be ever rendered confident with Christianity and it- 
felf, it muft undergo a review, alteration and amendment ; 
and fbme of the conditions of it, called eiTential and fun- 
damental, muft be abrogated, or with common confebt 
giypa up. If this fettlement be understood as precluding 
for ever any liich change ; if it abfolutely excludes any fu- 
ture eonfideration or amendment, of what may be evident- 
ly proved, or afterwards convincingly found by the com- 
munity to be wrong and unlawful, it muft, in this refpe&j 
be one of the moft abfurd and unwarrantable fettlcments 
ever made. We intend not therefore by adopting this 
plea, to lay any undue ftrefs upon former acts, or mere 
human conftitutions ; nor do we, as many others have un- 
"Warily done, mean to exprefs* an unlimited and unreferved 
approbation of every thing in that fettlement ; which no 
Preibyterian on his principles, jean confidently do, however 
inuch he may approve of it confidered merely as a civil 
league, and refol ve to maintain it inviolate in all its politic 
cal and civil articles. If no better argument could be ad- 
duced for the prefer vation of the laws again ft Popery, 
tHan that they were in being before the year 1707, and 
cxprefly ratified, or even rendered, fo far as human laws cart : 
make them, unalterable, we (hould confefs the weaknefs of 
the plea, and fairly refign the caufe. But when to other 
important confiderations the moft exprefs ftipulations, and 
facred fecurities are added, they certainly furnifh an addi- 
tional and very valid plea. What a people have a right td 
by all the laws of God and men, inftead of tamely refign 
ing, they may confidently claim. When the people of 
Scotland are furnifhed with fuch a plea, and think them- 
ielves poflefTed of fuch a right in the pf efent cafe, who cart 
blame them for appealing to the law of nations, and pub- 
licly demanding the performance of plighted faith in that 
matter ? Can they be culpable for refufing to part witli 
the pious inheritance of their fathers fo firmly bequeathed * 
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Co them ? And if their^ delegates, exceeding the limits of 
their in ft r uftions, fhould confent to lofe their ftipalated 
rights, hath not the community at large, in that cafe, thfc 
only conftitutional power of preferving them ? Do not thfc 
people 'themfelves become then the guarantees of that fd- 
lemn treaty ? 

The people of Scotland have already complained of re- 
peated infractions of that treat}', in the very thing which, 
above all cithers, they were careful to have fecured in it 
from every danger^ namely, the free profeffion, and thfc 
full undifturbed enjoyment of their religion \ — and tiot 
without cattle. Too many freedoms have been ufed with 
them by the court and parliament of Great Britain, in this ' 
refpeft ; which the more fober and religious among them 
have never to this day been able to digeft or forget, fn 
that very reign wherein the union was ratified, the liberties 
and privileges of the church of Scotland were, contrary to- 
the exprefs terms of it, infringed by a Jacobitifh mini/by , 
who were not only avowed and deadly enemies to the 
Prefbyterian intereft $ but were laying a train of fubdolons 
plots for deftroying the Proteftant fucceffion, and hatching 
pernicious fchemes for the ruin of Britain. Witnefs the 
afts impofing the oath of abjuration, in the form in which 
it was exprefled, upon Prefbyterian minifters ; the aft for 
tolerating the Scottifh Epifcopalians ; and the aft refloriog 
antichriftian patronage •, which were all complained of at 
the time of pafling, as violations of the aft of fecurity. But 
againft thefe the church of Scotland addrefled, petitioned 
and remonftrated in vain. That was not a time for being 
heard, or obtaining redrefs y but that was not fo {bang** 
confidering the complexion of the times, and the charac- 
ters "and obvious views of their framers, as that the defii*" 
redrefs fhould hitherto have been denied. The bitter 
effefts of fome of thefe encroachments and impofitiotB* 
particularly die laft, the church of Scotland hath fenfibJy 

felt 



£ & 3 

felt and ftilljeels. Under the wounds received from fonw; 
of them (he lies bleeding to this day. Though fothc at- 
tempts have been made to recover her ancient and violated 
rights, thefe have hitherto proved unfuccefsful. The defign$ 
of ftate minifters to advance the prerogative of the crown, 
tfce interefted and felfifh, views of patrons, unattentive to, 
or ignorant of the true intereft of their country, together 
with a ruling junto of intriguing modern clergymen, who, 
iqftead of making the legal yoke of lay-patronage more 
light, have made it yet more grievous and infupportable, — 
have, hitherto defeated the endeavours of the qncorrupted 
few, and difappointed the reafonable wifhes, the general 
£nd ardent defires of the people. And the confequence is 
^general anarchy throughout that kingdom: fcarce one 
city,, village or family remains undivided : and thefe reli- 
gious confufions, accompanied with difgufts and difcon- 
tents, from year to year increafe, and may, in the end, be 
^tended with more ferious confequences, }f not carefully 
looked into, traced up to their fprings, and thoroughly 
rectified. We know we are here again touching a tickfifh 
lilbjeft : but we write free thoughts ; and njuft ufe plain- 
aefs:— the times require it : and the rather that there is 
fome danger of thefe things being too long contemptuoufly 
overlooked, and a juft account of the real ftate of matters 
among us may be detigningly withheld from thofe whole 
diftance from the fcenes of thefe tranfaftions, or whqfc 
exalted ftations in public life may readily expofe them tp N 
ignorance or mifreprefentation ; whofe duty and intereft, 
riotwithftanding require that they be duly informed. But 
however carefully thefe grievances and diforde/s may be 
Jcept back from the ear of the kgiflature, and however 
long the juft complaints and demands of the people may 
be fupprefTed, yet they muft at length be heard : and the 
voice of liberty, truth, right, in fpite of prelatical parlia- 
ments, Popifti patrons, tyrannical aflemblies,' and a domi- 
neering clergy, (hall at laft prevail.— In the mean time ex- 
Z Z 2 perience 
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perience ihould make that people wifer ; and may fuffi T 
ciently convince them, that it is much eafier to preferve a, 
privilege than to recover \i again when loft. No wonder 
though they (hould foJicUoufly dread the effe&s of farther 
encroachments upon their religious privileges, from what 
they have fuffered from thofe already made. If the former 
g have been but too iilently yielded to, until they have ac- 
quired the ftrcngth of laws by prescription ; they williec 
the neceffity of atiiiming a firmer tone, and of taking Op- 
portunity by the forelock. Nor will prudent governors, 
and political parents, who mean not to opprefs, chufe to in- 
crcafe the burdens and grievances of an already divided 
and injured people. It would neither be humane nor fafe 
to irritate them with new ftrokes while they are yet lore 
with their former wounds. 

Befides, the national character, and the fpirit and temper 
of that people deferve to be well confidered by thofe who 
entertain any thoughts of changing their laws, and infring- 
ing their religious rights. Perhaps they are, of all others 
upon the face of the earth, the molt attached to their own 
religion, and jealous of every thing that relates to it. They 
. have formerly given evidence of their readinefs to part with 
all, rather than fuffer themfelves to be robbed of it; oral- 
low another religion which they diflike to be impofed upon 
them. The kings and 'minifters who have attempted it, 
have always fallen in the fti uggle, a facrifice to their own 
felly. Neither the wiles of court-policy, nor the terrific 
threats or ftrokes of power, have formerly been able to 
bend or fubdue the free fpirit, or, as fome would chafe to 
call it, the ftubborn geuius of Prefbytery. And can it be 
thought, that thofe who contefted fo long time jive preli- 
minary articles with one of their monarchs, fhould, with- 
out aiking a queftion, admit the whole body of the doctrines 
and fuperftitions of Popery among them? Will thofe 
who could not endure the fight of it, when difguifed and 
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decked in Laud's tippets, and furplices, and lawn fleeves/ be 
nothing alarmed at feeing it, without a mafk, impudently 
walking barefaced and naked in their land ? Could it be 
fuppofed, that thofe whom the fear of armed hofts could 
not deter from tearing down every monument of Romiflt 
idolatry; whofe daring reformers were wont to declare, 
that they dreaded one mafs more than 10,000 armed men'; 
could any fuppofc that thefe fhould now feel no concern at 
the light of mafs-houfeS openly licenfed, and images rifing 
in every corner. Shall the poflerity of thofe who have fo 
often refifted unto blood in that caufe, now (brink meanly 
from it, daunted at a volley of hard vbcables, and thtfef- 
tptepedalia verba of fome parliamentary orators. Nay, de- w 
generate as they are become, they are, not yet altogether 
funk into fuch a lethargic and pufillaninious ftate. Their 
recent fpirited conduft is an indication thaAiey retain fome 
fparks of the animating fire of their ancestors; and that 
fome traces of the national character is yet to be found 
With them* The difpofition of the body of the people is 
not to be known or judged of by the fentiments and con- 
daft of fome leading modern clergymen, whofe buflnefs it 
;s to keep in perfeft unifon with the chimes of the court, 
and to footh the ear of greatnefs ; nor yet from the beha- 
viour of thofe temporifing fouls, who, in queft of gain and 
preferment, leave their native foil, and pcoftitute their con- 
sciences, and fell their religion on very eafy terms. Nor will 
they allow themfelves to be regulated in a matter of fuch 
importance by the example of the filler kingdoms, nor part 
fo cheaply with their facred and deareft rights as fome of 
tbeir neighbours. Though Ifrael (hould play the harlot, 
fhould Judah therefore Ukewife offend ? If England will 
pot refrain from pulling away her fences to let in the abomi- 
nation that makcth deflate, who can prevent it ? But muft 
Scotland too catch the frenzy, aid her in the work, and, 
after (he hath made herfelf accefTary to her neighbour's 

«uilt and folly, proceed next to put hand to undo herfelf? 
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If England muft needs ftrike up a dance back to hell an4 
Rome, let her do fo in a good time ; but muft Scotland b* 
fo complaifant as to follow? Though their neighbours long 
to return to that houfe of bondage, and appoint their cap- 
tains to lead them back 5 and though a mixed multitude 
among themfelves, lothing celeftial manna, may remember 
the flefti-pots of Egypt, and be lufting after its onions, leeks, 
and garlic, yet honeft Prefbyterians will frankly tell them, 
that they mean not to join them in their march, but ha?e 
bid that place an eternal farewel. If it yet fcem good 
to others to chufe and ferve the gods that are beyond thf 
flood, they may do fo j but for their part they muft bf 
excufed, refolving to ferve the Lord. 

And indeed if the people of Scotland were to aft other* 
wife in this m^er, they would be of all others the mod 
guilty and inq^Kfeable. . Not only would the examples of 
their Glenestfrns, their Murrays, their Loudons, their War- 
riftons, their Argyles, condemn them; and the .ghoftsof 
their Wifharts, their Knoxcs, Welfties, Henderfons, and . 
Guthrics, /upb^iid them ; but their many bonds, Protcftar 
tion$, oaths, aftd covenants, fworn and fubfcribed by all 
ranks among them, from the prince to the peaftnt, would 
rife up and witnefs againft them to the face. From the 
earlicfl days of reformation have they, in this public man- 
ner, difplayed their banners againft antichrift. Though 
this be not peculiar to Scotland, (for England too hath 
bound herfelf by oaths, to extirpate Popery, in all its pacts 
and with all Its appendages ; yea, what Proteftant ftatt 
Jiath not covenanted and fworn againft Popery ?) yet no 
other land hatli fo oft^n, fo heartily, and fo folemnly 
bound itfelf in this very thing*. Thefe obligations no 

diftancc 

* Witnefs the fhft covenant for reformation of religion in Scotland, fworn 
and fubfcribed at Edinburgh in 1557, by the Proteftant lords and conuBMfi; 
the fecond at Perth in 1559 » another at Edinburgh or Leith in 15601 another 
at Air in J562 y and a fur wards whit is called the National Covenant, in 15S0, 
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diftance of time, nor change of interefts, or inclinations, 
can invalidate, while the reafons and grounds of them 
continue the fame. After all they have thus done and fuf- 
fered, (hall they yet go back ? Shall they voluntarily run, 
or others attempt to plunge them into ftill deeper abyfles of 
perjury ? Would not all the awful imprecations wherewith 
their anceftors loaded themfelves and their pofterity in cafe 
of treachery, juftly light upon fuch a generation? — That 
thefe covenants and engagements once So dear and facred 
to every piou£and patriotic mind, for which fo many illufi. 
trious patriots have toiled, for which fo tnany heroes have 
fought, for which fo many martyrs have bled,— which 
have been produftive, in time paft, of fo many valuable 
bleffings to Scotland, and are yet pregnant with her future 
bleflings and deliverances, — that thefe fhould now be fo 
' generally contemned and almoft forgot,— * hat Proteftants, 
-And even fo many profeffed Preibyterians, fhould now have 
become afhamed fo much as to mention * what was once 

the 

, formerly mentioned ; together with the Bond for maintenance of the true re- 
ligion and the king's Majefty, annexed to the former at the renewing of it in 
1.590.- The frequent renovations and fubferiution of the national covenant by 
the people of Scotland, Com crimes with new additional bonds, fince that time; 
particularly in 1638, and afterwards { and the fwearing and fubferibing the 
league and covenant for the pfefervat.on of the reformed religion in the church 
off Scotland, and for the reformation of religion in England and Ireland, in 
1643 and afterwards, with every rraik of folemnity and joy, throughout the 
whole land, we flay not here to enumerate j becaufe they are well known to 
a)l who are acquainted with the civil and eccTtfiaftic hiftory of Scotland. 

"'*' That the people in both kingdoms, after awaking out of their long anil 
iangerous lethargy, did not, at the Revolution, return to recognize directly and 
fully all the previous ol ligations aid contending of their reforming predeceiTor*, 
and make a thorough work to remove all thofe grievances v»hich they had pro- 
pof.d therein to remedy $ that they did not iniift upon a more enlarged claim of 
right including in it the valuable laws and privileges acquired with great expence 
of blood and treafure, in the memorable period between 1638 and 1649 ; and 
that the legiflature fettled matters on that narrow and partial bottom, overlook- 
ing entirely the adva.Kes made, and leaving condemned the laws enacted in that 
time, taking the model and ground work of the refpe£liye natiphalrcftabli/ri. 
msnts f.om a more remote period in which neither liberty nor religious reformat 
tioj) had maJe fuch progiefs, — was a capital defsft in that fotlexnent, and one 
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the glory and the boaftof Britain, and the admiration of all 
the Proteftant churches around,-— -is one aftonifaing effe<ft 

of 
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principal fource of the deplorable ftate of the is'.tereft of religion in Britain' at 
this day j which, inftead of being rectified fince, hath beeo rendered more con- 
siderable; and, to correct it, is, upon the principles of the united cot.ft.tution, 
now rendere.i for ever legally impofiible. 

In thefe refpecls the people of Scotland egregioufly failed, along with' 
their neighbours : yet the body of the Scots Prefby.eria.is was, at the time of 
the above fettlements, generally of the fame principle; and views with the Co- 
venanters of the lafl age, and, perfuafed of the juftnefs of tneir caufe, though 
their leaders did not then fupport it with that honelty, confiftency, and vigour, 
which fo eminently diftingui/hed their difinterefted father* ;— but either through 
timidity, miitaken policy, the remaining foice of thofe maxims, which to$ 
man^had imbibed during the preceding wicked and barbarous reigns, or through 
fome unaccountable infatuation, in their public a&s and managements betrayed 
it, Thefe errors have long been feen, felr, condemned, and regreted by maoy: 
aflbciations have even been formed, a?d are ftill kept on foot, and h:ve been 
acceded to by many thou finds in that land, as well as in England, Ireland, and 
America, for the avowed purpofe of promoting the ends of thefe covenants, and 
for obtaining, by all methods lawful and competenr, a further reform in the 
civil and ecclefiaftical ftate, fo far as religion is concerned ; to which xniny 
voluntarily bind themfelves by the mod folcran oath;. However, it cannot be f 

denied, that many Prefbyteriaos oi the modern (lamp either do not underfand 
the real nature' and extent of the fyrtem of their father*, or they are become 
very fhy of owning it, or heartily willing to relinciuifli and deny it. Very few 
of the late n.imsrous addre'.res, advcrtilements, and publications on the fubjed \ 

of the Popiih bill, thougn there was the faireft opportunity, ieem either dirtftly ? 

to exprefs or imply any feufe of the repeated oaths and vows that the three uni* i 

ted kingdoms, and Scotland in particular, have entered into againft that inter**) 
and whili a variety of oiher pleas and arguments wdie fought for, and urged 
agalnif t'.-e encouragemen o f Pcpery, and fome of them of far lefs moment* 
the danger of public perjury, and o; contradicting the famous deeds and acbof 
letch* sunt, declared perpetual in the purcft time of reformation, could nnd«» 
place axno.ig them. In almoft all of them the prefent legal conftitution is made 
the Cole oafir, and the utmofl limits of their pleadings; and the Revolution and 
Union fotticnents are fo entirely adopted,' without the leatl refcrve or explica- 
tion, tfcat the other neciffarily behoved to be dropped and excluded. Popery, * 
therefore, as formerly abjured, and in all the extent in which it was renounced, 
legally condemned, and a'oolifhed by their reforming anceftors, tbey couid nor oj 
hereby be contending againft. Wh.it of it is a^mitied and eft.«bl flud by d» c 
united conflitution, and au'norizcd by the prefent laws, in all or any of we 
three kingdoms, they unwarily approved and eftablilhed. . 

Indeed the piau-'jble and religious plea of oaths was fometimes preteadeJ 0° 

this occafion. Some focieties and eorporatLns, in their puolic tdJrefles— CTe ' 1 
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Uf the Ignorance, the prejudices, the iniplety, apoftaCy, 
and madnefs of the times. — I profefe I venerate the memo- 
ry of the men, who, with fo much cooftancy arid heroifm, 
adhered, in the worft of times, to thefe facred engage- 
ments, and the caufe they were meant to promote. To 
theft we are in a great meafure indebted for what of true 
liberty and Protcftantifni is to this day preferred and fecu- 
i*d to lis from the depredations of Rooiifti tyranny and 
arbitrary power. What praife do they not defer ve, who,* 
rather than violate their vows, and betray the beft of caur 
fes, fcrupled not to fhed every drop of their blood ? Mar- 
tyrs truly they were, if laying down their lives for faith, 
public good, liberty, law, confidence, and pure religion, 
fcould make them fuch. But what colours are black c- 

jfotne clergymen in printed fermons and other papers on the fubjeet, to fupply 
the material defeft, and by way of atonement for totally patting in filence, or 
Sot coolly touching the other, not only judged it a propos to mention, but 
loudly to cry tip and blazon a religious daufe fworn by fomeupon receiving their 
freedom in Come. of the burghs. As if two or three words in a paltry and ob* 
icure burgefs-oath of a vague and ambiguous meaning, and, in preient times, of 
u dangerous application,, ( restricting the religious profeffion and contendings of 
the fwearer, all his life, alone to the laws of the realm), which is.promifcuouf- 
iy and irreverently fworn by a few individuals purely for the fake of their civil 
privileges, an4 of no conference to the religious intereds of the nation, de- 
served to be preferably mentioned, or put in any competition, with oaths and 
covenants, the moft explicit, fui), and particular, fwdrn and fubferibed fp often, 
Tvith every circumftance of religious folemnity, *by noblemen, knights, gentle- 
men, burgeffes, mini ters, and commons of all forts through the land ; and not 
«>nly taken by parliaments and piinces, but eltablifhed, in all time coming, by 
the united., fupreme authority in church and ftate. What a (inking and falling 
*tt"ts here ! Would the worthy reformers of the lad age own us for their off- 
ering ? Would they not have reafon to be afliamed of fuch puny, feeble, mi- 
vbic efforts? This ridiculous conduct is like a man cafting away a fword to 
ferandim a ftraw; or as if a g L arrifon, when befieged, (hould forfake their ancient 
ind ftrong batteries, and decline to work tbeir heavy artillery, in order to play 
*rpon the availing foes with' popguns. 

9 Nat defenforibus ijlit 

Teinpus eget. 

See Addrejfei in the Scots public papers; The DoB. ofTckraU applied to the 
fref, times* ire, 
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gough to pamt the men, — the monftcrs rather, vrh6 infill . 
bed them of their lives ! 

It was certainly a very lucky circumfkance for Scotland,. 
that' the fopifh bill for that kingdom was not prepared, 
and hurried through with the fame expedition as chat for 
England ; otherwife it might probably have paft with the 
fame facility. Happily for the people there* they had time 
to take advice, and fpeak their minds. It was wifdom isr 
them to improve this refpite, and embrace the favourable- 
moment. And that government fhonld have fo far regard- 
ed their oppofition, and hearkened to their dutiful and 
prefling applications, as to defift from a prefent profecution 
ef that deiign, when already advanced to the very point 
of execution, is an event' in which the goodnefs of Provi- 
dence is very confpicuous, and that ought to afford every 
lover of his country the molt finccre joy. But it" is not, 
however, fo agreeable to reflect on the inclination and 
rcadinefs which hath been teftified to refume it at a more 
Convenient feafon;. or on the welcome reception which 
many were difpofed to give it, and, would yet be ready to 
give it* It is truly an affecting confideration, that a Ge- 
neral Aflembly of the church of Scotland, that formerly 
hath flood as an iron pillar and a brazen wall againft thfe 
inroads of Popery, fhould have fo early betrayed evident 
difaffeftion and indifference on the late critical oeeafion ; 
that her clergy fhould have been fo late in beftirring them- 
' felves, and that fo many of them, as well as of the magi- 
stracy, (hould either have denied their -concurrence altoge- 
ther, or come at laft into the oppofition to the propofed 
meafures, apparently from no better motives that* to avoid 
popular difgrace. And that fo few of the gentlemen and 
landed interefl fhonld have taken an active (hare, or given 
their concurrence, is a fad indication of the decay of reli- 
gious principle among, them, and of the want of public {pi- 
rn for the beft interefts of their country. It is particular- 
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}y to lie regreted, that the people (hould have been left, la 
that important ftruggle, without perfons of diftiuguifbed 
influence and rank to head their aflbciations. Among all 
our preient mobility was there one to be found, who, from 
principle, and real patriotifm, would intcreft himfelf in tha 
queftion ; even in 'a nation where many of the mod ilin^ 
ftrfons name and higheft ftation in it, formerly {hone in 
the fenate, courted dangers in the field, or could dignify a 
fcaffold, on flmilar occafions ? One would think that fcarce 
one drop of their thrice-noble blood did now run in the 
veins of their degenerate fons ; other wife the whole bur- 
den and odium (yet real glory) of {landing foremoft in this 
cauie, and of vindicating the Protcftant interefl and laws of 
, Britain, at this crifis, would not be devolved upon one no- 
ble and fpirited youth, who has diftinguifhed himfelf in 
this refpeft above all his anceftors and cotemporaries. 

The fpirit and conduft of the national reprefentatives,. 
in a fpecial manner, deferves to be ferioufly considered ^ 
as this is a matter which may be in the power of the peo- 
ple hereafter to remedy. That the greater part of the 
Scottifh members, in both houfes, fhould have fo lately, 
and fo faintly, efpoufed the juft caufe of their condiments, 
and then only from reafons of policy and neceffity $ that 
aone of them fhould have appriied their country of the 
danger, or given the alarm upon its firft appearance 5 that 
any of them, on the contrary, (hould have been forward 
enough to undertake to prepare and introduce the bill into 
the houfe •, that they fhould have been fo aftive at home to 
reconcile the minds of people to it, and to difcourage alt 
applications againft it ; that, in fine, they fhould have fo 
poorly and awkwardly defended the chara&ers and beha- 
viour of their countrymen, when arraigned by fome in par- 
liament on that account ; is a deplorable fymptom of the 
rottennefs and corruption of our prefeut confutation, and 
3 A 2 clearly 
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dearly points out the neceffity of paying greater attention 
to the principles, characters, and abilities of thofe whom 
the community intruft with the important powers of repre- 
fentation. A North Briton, if 4ie can fupprefs indignation, 
muft yet be obliged to blufh, either for hjs country, or -for. 
thofe appointed to maintain its rights and fupport its ho- 
nour in the Britifh fenate, when he hears the former de- 
scribed in the moft reproachful and odious terms 5 while 
the latter are either filent, or rife up to expofe their* coun- 
trymen ftill more, by their pitiful fpeeches, defences, and : 
excufes, in which they can not only admit the charges of 
intolerance^ bigotry , barbarous prejudices^ and the like, caft 
upon them for what deferves the higheft praife, and for *■ 
caufe in which they have had the legislative wi£dom an4 
authority of the realm, all along fincc the Revolution, and 
every clafs of people in the three kingdoms, till of late, 
on their fide ; but can alfo themfelves apply the epithets 
tumults and diforders> to a mod regular and conftitutionaj, 
jpode of oppofition, and the moft humble and dutiful pe- 
titions *, to prefent which is the unqueftionable privilege at 
the fubje&. — It has long been a juft complaint, that too 
many profeffed. members of the church of Scotland, and 
thefe, fometimes in the higheft offices and places of truft, 
are either by law. obliged, or Voluntarily chufe to conform 
to that of England, when in that part of the united king- 
dom, not fcrupling oaths and impious tefts to qualify them 
for their places ; whereby they abjure the religion of their 
country, and indeed, on the matter, infult all religion to- 
gether, and its moft facred myfteries. Such very plainly 
declare, that their religion is wholly accidental, and their 
confeience merely local, that can eafily change and vary 
with the climate. Were it the. hoft that they were requi- 
red to fwallow, it would go as eafily down ; and were it 
the image of the virgin they were legally enjoined to kneel 
^o, their joints would be full as fupple, to compafs the 
.' fame 
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fame lucrative ends. Tefts of this kind can never be tooi 
ieverely reprobated, nor too foon repealed and finally abo- 
IHhed. They are more calculated to make men atheifts 
fhan codfeientious conformifts to any church on earth. 
JJor *re they more profane than impolitic. Why thefc 
ihonld ever have had a place in the conftitution, or be im- 
pofed upon Englifh Proteftant DifTenters, wbich were ori- 
ginally intended for the exclufion of Papifts, thofe whq 
are difpofed to vindicate the other abfurdities and reliques 
of antichriftianifm in that land can beft tell. That they 
fhould alfb be continued in Ireland, where they were in 
like manner furreptitioufly introduced ; where there arc 
jfuch a large body of Proteftant DifTenters, in fome places 
$ majority of the Proteftant inhabitants ; where it is be- 
come a national grievance, tending only to weaken the 
Proteftant intereft there ; efpecially after a bill had paft the 
higheft legiflature of that kingdom for a repeal, is alfo'a 
fhoot point) that will require all the finefle of the miniftcr 
and his friends to clear up, and all the addrefs they are 
mafter of, to make an apology for. As another bill is 
now faid to have paft the Irifh parliament for abolifhing 
the facramental /$/?, it is hoped the Englifh miniftry, upon 
iecond thoughts, will fee proper to. treat it in another man- 
ner than the former claufe to that efjeft. They can no 
longer pretend that k is a tack to the Popifh bill in order 
to deftroy it.— But that ever Scotland fhould have fubmit- 
ted to fuch unequal and unreasonable terms, whereby Pres- 
byterians are legally incapacitated for performing every of- 
fice, or enjoying every poft, in the empire, in common with 
their Epifcopal friends; and that their reprefehtatives fhould 
not be even admitted to a feat in the legiflature, without 
taking oaths not entirely confiftent with their principles \ 
that fhe fhould, in this fhameful manner, have refigned the 
independence of her church, and the freedom of 'its mem- 
bers •, and that they fhould tamely fubmit to wear thefe fhac- 
^les ftill, is far more extraordinary y though indeed none 
" that; 
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that make confeience of their religion ever will do*fo for aH 
the honours and golden profpe&s which England can pre^ 
fent. It cannot be expected, that thole who can thus play 
with religion, and proftitute the moft facred things, will 
ever approve themfelves fteady and zealous Proteftants- A 
Prefbyterian conformift to the church of England is already 
got half way to Rome. Let Scotland then take care, who 
are appointed to maintain the national honour, religion, and 
rights. If her reprefentatives are few, let thtm be, at leaft, 
well chofen. Henceforth let all bribery, corruption, and 
undue influence, be banifhed from elections ; and let the 
merit of the candidates alone obtain the fuffrages of a free 
people. Let every attempt to bribe, or otherwife influence 
the votes, be held as odious as it is pernicious, and account- 
ed in itfelf a fufficient difqualification ; "for he that can giv« 
a bribe will take one. Let none but true patriots, if fuch 
are to be found, be affigned the important talk ; — gentle- 
men of knowledge, honour, integrity, experience, religions 
principle, and private virtue, without which patriotlfm is 
but a farce, and public virtue an empty name ; — no filly 
fops, no trifling maccaronis, no men of pleafure ; no infi- 
dels or^iaphorifts, who will be either ignorant or afhamed 
of the religion of their country; no greedy hungry place- 
hunters ; no court fycophahts, who will betray their truft 
for a pott ; no profane Eiaus, who for a meis of meat, or 
a fip of pleafure, will fell their birthright ;— no duellifls, or 
fadiionable murderers; no flaves to party ^ no minions of a 
minifter, who will follow him as the Satellites of Jupiter do 
that huge unwieldy planet, through all his changeable 
movements and revolutions. 

It remains now, that the people of Scotland fhould be 
watchful againft any attempts that may hereafter be made 
for weakening the fecunties of -the Proteftant religion; and 
not refign themfelves to fecurity, or indifference about the 
general intereft, becauft their laws remain yet untouched* 

And 
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And it will now be needful, perhaps more than ever, to 
guard againft the defigns, and obferve the pra&ices of Po- 
pifh priefls and their adherents, who now, on account of 
the proteftion afforded them every where around, will be- 
come as aftive, and affiime as much liberty, as if the re- 
peal had been extended to Scotland, unlefs deterred by a 
prndeat exertion of the laws. Ought they not to keep up 
the force and authority of laws, the exiftence of which 
they have been fo felicitous to preferve ? If they muft ex- 
pire, 'fhould they expire firftin the magistrate's hands? 
Ought they not rather to die, like Sampfon, exerting their 
ftrength, and avenging themfelves upon their enemies ? If. 
the public had been more vigilant, and the judges more 
aftive in doing juftice this way, the ftrects of the cities 
had -not been diftnrbed and difgraced with mobs, attemp- 
ting, in an illegal manner, to do what the magiftrates, by 
way of prevention,- ought legally to have done # . 

- May it not be now reafonably hoped, that parliament 
will fee proper not only to defift from puftiing farther fuch 
an unwife and difagreeable meafure at prefent •, but alfo Iot .$&- 
afide entirely the idea of reviving it ; efpecially^y0M£f?3g 
that the alarms of the people only fubfided i$on the faith 
of a fort of minifterial promife, and in the firm confidence 
of hearing no more of that matter. The fpirit of oppo- 
fition was only roufing, and Ipreading with rapidity through, 
every corner, when fome court water was feafbnably 
brought, and caft on it, to allay the flame, and check its 
progrefs. But if advantage'is taken of this confidence, to 

9 %Jf*ryi Would it not be an expeditious and humane way of ridding North. 
Britain of Papifts, with whom they live in fuch bad neighbourhood, to make 
a compliment of them to England, where they are fure of a peaceable imeaty 
while the laws continue there as they arc ? A tranfportatiort over the Tweed 
would not forely be accounted a great feverity, which fo many of their ftil w- 
counrrymeri continually pafs, making themfelvea voluntary exiles; nor wcult 
they thank any for a liberty of returning. This would Tarve -the trouble t>r 
framing a new bill, and, by this means, all parties nvght Ic pfcstied. 

accomplifh 
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Sctomplifti the odious defign, difcontents muft fleceflkril^ 
arife with incrcafed violence. It is indeed not a little fur- 
prifing, considering the nature of the bill; and; after all 
that hath already fallen outj that any fhould have propofed; 
in parliament, to ru(h forward to take further fteps in that 
affair; more efpecktlly that fuch propofals fhoilld com£ 
from gentlemen, who had, in the ftrbngeft manner, ceo- 
fbred government for toleratirig the Roman-Catholic reli- 
gion in Canada, and for impofing arid inforcing the unpo- 
pillar 4fts in the colonies, iii Contempt of the general opi- 
nion* and inclination of the inhabitants, whofe rights art 
inore uncertain* and their grounds of refrftance more pro- 
blematical, than id the preterit cafe ; forgetful, likewife, of 
their own doctrine of the neceffity of accommodating hvri 
to a people, and riot forcibly moulding down a people to 
the laws*. Can fuch conduft fpring from honourable prin-^ 
ciples, or be dire&ed to any good end ? Doth it not give 
but too much reafon to fufpeft, that fome of them have not 
yet got above little national antipathies ; or that they de- 
light, like the porpoife, to foretel a ftorm, arid to fwim iri 
troubled .waters ; and that they adhere to no fyftem fb 
ftriclly and invariably as that of oppofltiori to adihiniftra* 
ticjn? 

Upon the whole, it may now be humbly fubmitted, whe- 
ther the legiflature hath not already gone too far; arid whe- 
ther, inftead of going on to finifti the pernicious fdieme; 
and making new afts ip favour of Popery, it ought not fc^ 
rioufly to' think of reyifingj and' fpeedily repealing the wbofc 
of thofe already made ; that fo Britain may be totally di£ 
engaged from Rome, arid ever maintairf feparate iritdrefb' 

* " In effecr, ti follow, not to force the public inclination j to give a direc- 
" tioOf a form, a technical drefs, and fpecific fan&ion to the general fenfe of 
«« the community, is the true end of legiflature. When it goes beyond this, itt 
'* authority will be precariousj let its rights be what they will." Burke* j 
Better on tht 'tfrnfi of America, />. 5. 

froni 
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from her ; and that (he may ftill account it her dhief glory, 
as' it is her higheft duty, to appear among the nations, at 
the head of the reformation 5 and not now cherifli the dy r 
ing remains of Antichriftianifm, and proteft Rome's zealots, 
exiles, and vagrants, when every Popifh country begins to 
appear tired of her yoke, and is attempting, piece by piece, 
to pull down the old fabric. It is prefumed none of the late 
afts will prove as the laws of the Medes and Perfians which 
altered not 5 and many are not without hopes of feeing the 
repealing aft becoming in England another Jew billy that 
muft be ftrangled by the fame hands that gave it birth. It 
can hardly be fuppofed, that the people, who were fo warm 
and zealous in their oppofitioa to the latter, fliould remain 
wholly torpid and infenfible to the mifchievous confequen- 
ces of the former, when phe danger, to fay the lead, is 
equal *. We hope the religious patriotifm of the Englifti 
has not all flaftied away, and expired on that occafion. 
Now is the time for (hewing what of it yet remains among 
them. When a dark cloud of Popery was hovering over 
and benighting the land, fome faint luminous appearances 
fprung up in the north ; which begin now to fpread and 
move fouthward, as has been the cafe fometitaes before. 

• The Jews are a feci neither (o numerous nor formidable as the Papifts. 
They have no worldly monarchy; acknowledge no common head whofe abfo- 
lute authority they are implicitly to obey 5 (for what they call the head of the 
captivity cannot properly he confidered as fucb an one) 5 afcfibe no infallibility 
to their priefthood ; teach no doctrines for the fubverfiou of commonwealths, 
or the depofition of kirgs : in the matters of religion they make no pretences 
to catholicifm j infift not on compulsion and bloody perfecution j they hold no 
principle obliging them to extirpate and deftr*>y their neighbours ; have no fuch 
' seal for proielyt.fin ; be fides, ti.eir fyftero is 1-fs infnaring, and their rite oC 
initiation too painful and opprobrious to be voluntarily fubmitted to by many, 
Wherefore, the Naturalization bill which threw the Englifli nation into fuch a 
ferment, however otherwife improper and impolitic, had no fuch threatening 
afpeft upon the Proteitant religion, nor carried iii it fuch immediate appearances 
of danger to the government, and the liberties and privileges of the Britifti na* 
tion, as the growth of Popery, and the act for removing legal incapacities from 
Papifhdotb. » 

, 3B w* 
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Vfc are happy to hear that affectations are now forming io\ 
England, with a view to obtain a repeal of the late aft paff- 
ed there*. Every Proteftant, every true Briton, fhould 
rejoice at the event. It were to be wiftied, that jhofe in 
a^dminiftration, of jheir own accord, would retraft their er- 
ror, and thus prevent all applications; and hereby they 
might yet recover that influence and honour they have lately 
loft. But, as there is very little appearance or probability 
of this, every one, who wifhcs well to his country and pa* 
fterity, ought to promote the defign with his heft wifhes, 
and moft aftive endeavours. It becomes Scotchmen, in par- 
ticular, to come in to the aid of their brethren, and to fup* 
port, by their reprefentatives, any fuch applications. They 
ought to confider the caufe as their own; as indeed it pro-i 
periy is; without the fuccefs of which, all they have ob- 
tained for themfelves will little avail them. It may eafily 
be perceived how very much the example, the laws, and 
religion of their more numerous and more powerful neigh- 
bours, connefted as the two nations are together, muft ne- 
ceflarily affeft the ftate and fafety of the Proteftant intereft 
among them. Wherefore not only duty to God, charity to 
their brethren, the laws of Chriftianity, and the inviolable 
engagements of their forefathers, but alfo a prudent regard 
to their own greater fecurity, lay the people of ^Scotland 
under obligations to ufe every lawful mean both for prevent- 
ing the growth of Popery in the neighbouring land, and 
promoting a further degree of reformation in \% from every 
ipecies of falfe religion, as well as among themfelves, not- 
withstanding any abfurd afts and terms of union mutually 
adopted, and prefently in being, to the contrary: for if there 
ought to be one Lord> and his name one throughout all the 
earthy ^hy not through the confined boundaries of one of 
the ifles of the fea ? 

* Sec An Appeal from the Proteftant AJJbdaticn to the People of Great Britain t 
concerning the probable tcndenc] of the late A8 of parliament in favour of the 

&pifts: • • • * 

Were 
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, Were the nobility and gentlemen of rank in' cither king- 
dom, difpofed, at laft, to Hand forth, and aflert the CQjfc- 
mon caufe of Proteftants, they might win to themfelves a 
wreath of laftirig renown, and retrieve,' in foine meafure, 
their languishing honour, fo long blaftcd by their irreligion t 
diilipation, and profanity. A public and difinterefted fpi- 
Ht, wifely apd feafonably exerted in the befl of caufes, 
would make them truly great, elevate them far above 
their grovelling contemporaries, and enrol their names in 
the annals of fame. But 'bow vain and chimerical are all 
fuch profpefts ! ' Thofe ©bje&s fo truly grand and impor- 
tant, that have formerly been the veneration of the good, 
the wife, and great, are now, in tHeir eyes, dwindled into 
nothing. Religion! Reformation ! To talk of fuch anti- 
quated matters is to tickle their fpleen, and tenipt them to 
throw out fome threadbare jeft, picked up from the mouth 
of fome^debauchee/or conceited infidel, or gleaned perhaps 
from laft year's comedies, or novels, if 1 their reading ex- 
tends fo far. Many of them are become fuch fots, that the 
beafts which graze in their fields, or fatten at their flails, 
have nearly as. much knowledge and veneration for a Deity 
as they. Some of them would be at a lofs to find out the 
difference between the Bible and the breviary. A maft- 
houfe or a Turkifh mofque would pleafe them full as well 
as a naked Proteftant church', and the playhoufe better 
than them all. Gaming, racing, drinking, intriguing, ca- 
pering at balls* and fooling at mafquerades, are the devout- 
eft and moft fervent exercifes they know. — Go on, ye fal- 
len degenerate fons of earth ! Y e ignoble flaves of ferife, 
go on ! and entail infamy on your names, poverty on your 
families, diieafe and rottennefs on your bodies, and damna- 
tion on your fouls. To reform the diforders and corrup- 
tions of your native land, or to preferve oar religion from 
violations, is a ta(k unmeet for fuch hands as yours I 

3 B z But, 
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tiut, if nobler motives cannot operate on your forcfrd 
ifiinds, yet, methinks, you fhould at leaft confider what may 
be the confequence to you, and your families, if Popery 
fhould reafccnd the throne. Many of you would then hold 
your eftates by a very precarious and flippery tenure. Not 
a few of you are indebted for your eftates and greatnefs to 
that Reformation \vhich you curfe or contemn. You have 
been feeding on the rich fpoils of church and abbey lands, 
which will, in that event, be reclaimed, and muft revert to 
their original ufe. No royal afts, charters, or inftruments 
of feifin, will then be fufficient to fecure you in pofleiTion 
againft the claws of the religious harpies, or the canons and 
anathemas of the Romifli church* whofe conftant doftrine 
is, that whatever has been devoted to pious ufes, can never 
again be alienated, nor. applied to profane purpofes, with- 
out facrilege # . What then would you think of being com- 
pelled to lay down your rich fpoils at the feet of tyrant 
priefU, and after your fine parks, fields, and manors, are 
wrefted from you, to have yourfelves, perhaps, curfed with 
tell, book, and candle, to the bargain. 

But, though thefe fhould . altogether hold their peace at. 
this time, deliverance will arife from another place. Roufe! 
then, . Britons ! roufe! and let everyone be ambitious of 
(haring in the glory. It is already high time to appear, left 
tfce evil gather ftrengrh by long delays, and become imme- 
dicable. It will be rather too late to complain, murmur, 
and petition, when Papifts have reared their ftately church- 
es, and coftly chapels, through every corner of the land; — 
wjien they (hall have fet up their images at the head of 
every ftreet j— when their .academies are eftablifhed, and 

• That this is the invariable doctrine and principles of the church of Rome, 
Might be made abundantly evident : but as this ma iter was fct in a very clear 
light, in a fuiaM tract pubifred, abowt the time of the Revolution, under the 
tiile of jibbey and other Church Lat;ds not yet ajfured to fuch peffrffors as are Jf»- 
man Catholics, which if prob.ibfy n«w very tare, we have inferted an abftraft 
•f it in the Append* } so which wt therefore refer the reader. 

s /hall 
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(hall have poured forth their numerous miflionaries, like lo- 
cufts, through the kingdom 5 — when friars; and vicars apo- 
ftolical, and nuntios, (hall be openly making proceffions ia 
the cities 5 — when the elevated hoft (hall be publicly ado- 
red ;— when v rich eftates, and extenfive counties, (hail have 
become Roman-Catholic property ; — when pofts and pre- 
ferments, by difpenfation, (hall be lavifhed Upon their lead- 
ers ; — when their grandees (hall have daily accefs to the 
royal ear, and the kings of Britain fhall become familiar 

guefts at their table; — when Let Protcftants, in time, 

confider, again and again, the confequences. Would they 
wi(h to leave their innocent babes a prey to fuch devourers? 
Would they have them after they are dead, or perhaps be- 
fore they die, prattle their fenfelefs Aves, or fall down and 
weep before a ftock or a ftone ? Would they have them, 
after their deceafe, offering wax candles, and hiring mafles 
and dirges for the redemption of their fouls ? If they would • 
not, let them now exert themfelves ; let them break the fa- 
tal fnare that is prepared for them, and crufti the deadly 
cockatrice when hatching; — and generations yet unborn 
fhall rife up and call them blefled : otherwifc, the contempt 
of the prefent, and the curfe and execrations of future ages 
will defcrvedly light-ujpon their heads. 



The^ END. 
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APPENDIX, 



CONTAINING 

{Several Papers, relating to the Matters treated 
of in the foregoing Pages, 

No. I. 

If art of the Aft "far regulating the Government of Quebec* 
(See Free Thoughts, <bc. page 13.) 

AND, for the more perfect fecurity and cafe of 'the, 
minds of the inhabitants of the faid province* it is 
hereby declared, that his Majefty's fubjec*to pro fe fling 
the religion of the church of Rome, of, and in the faid province, 
of Quebec, may have, hold, and enjoy the free exercife of the 
religion of the church of Rome, fubjeft to the king's fupreraacy, 
declared and eftablifhed by an ac\ made, in the fir ft year of the 
reign of Queen Elifabeth, overall the dominions and countries 
which then did, or hereafter fjiould belong, to the imperial 
crown of this realm ; and that the clergy of the faid church 
may hold, receive, and enjoy their accuftomed dues and rights, 
with refpe& to fuch perfons only as mail profefs- the faid reli- 
gion 

Provided, ncverthelefs, that it (hall be lawful for his Maje* 
lly, his heirs or fucceffors, to make fuch provifion, out of the 
reft of the faid accuftomed dues and right3, for the encourage- 
ment of the Proteftant religion, and for- the maintenance and 
fupport of a Proteftant clergy within the faid province, as he 
or they, fhall, from time to time, think neceftary and expedi- 
ent, • ' 

Provided always, and be it enacted, that no perfon, profef- 
fing the religion of the church of Rome, and refiding in the 
faid province, .(hall be obliged to take the oath required by 
: ' J he 
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the faid ftatute pafled in the firft year of the reign of Queea 
Elifabcth, or any oaths fubftituted by any other a& in the 

Slace thereof ; but that every fuch pcrfon, who by the faid 
atute is required to take the oath therein mentioned, fhall be 
obliged, and is hereby required, to take and fubferibe the fol- 
lowing oath before the governor, or fuch other perfon, in each 
court of record, as his Majefty fhall appoint, or hereby autho- 
rize, to adminifter the fame ; viz, " I A. B. do fincerely pro- 
€t mife and fwear, that I will be faithful, and bear true alle- 
** giance to his Majefty King George, and him will defend, 
" to the utmoft of my power, againft all traitcrous confpira- 
•' cies and attempts whatfomever, which fhall be made agamft 
" his perfon, crown, and dignity ; and \ will do my utmoft 
u endeavour to difclofe, and make known to his Majefty, his 
" heirs and fucceflbrs, all treafons, and traitorous confpiracies 
•* and. attempts, which I (hall kpow to be againft him or any 
" of them: and all this 1 do fwear, without any equivqeation, 
" mental cvafion, or fecret refervation, and renouncing all par- 
** dons and difpenfations, from any power or perfon whatfo- 
" ever, to the contrary. So help me," &c. 

And every fuch perfon, who lhall negledt or refufe to take 
the faid oath before mentioned, fhall incnr, and be liable to 
the fame penalties, forfeitures, difabilities, and incapacities, as 
he would have incurred, and made liable for neglecting or re- 
futing to take the oath required by the faid ftatute pafled ia 
the firft year of the reign of Queen Llifabeth. 

No. II. 

An Abjiracl of the principal Laws made in Great Britain againft 

Popery. 

£)Y the laws of Scotland, particularly Acl 2. Pari. 1. AS 
> 51. Pari 3. Aft ic6. Part. 7. Aft 114. Pari 12. Kin? 
JamesVI* the Pope's authority and jurifdi&ion is condemned, 
and abolifhed out of the land ; and they ordain the maintain- 
ors thereof to be punifhed — By the i%tb Afi> Pari. 16. of 
James VI. Papifts are declared common enemies of all Chri- 
flian governments; and by Aft 47. Pari. 3. Ja?nes, are to be 
punifhed as rebellers, and gainftanders of the lovereign's autho- 
rity.' — By the $th Acl, Part. 5. James y the fayers and hearers 
of mafs, or fuch as are prefent thereat, are punifhed by confif- • 
cation of all their goods, moveable and immoveable ; and an 
arbitrary punifhment of their perfons for the firft fault, banifh- 
ment for the fecond, and death for the third. By the \ztd 
, Art, Part, 12. and others, the fayers of mafs, resetters of Je* 

fuits, 
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luits, feminary priefts, and trafficking Papifts againft the King's 
Majefty, and religion profeffed within the realm, are declared 
to give juft caufe to infer the crime and pain of treafon ; pro* 
yiding how foon they fatisfy the prince and the kirk, the pe- 
nalty aforefaid fhall not ftrike againft the refetter. — By «/#?$. 
ParL i. Acl • 20 Pari. 12, be. all erroneous books and Pa- 
pi ft ica) rites are condemned ; and they ordain the importers 
pf them to be punifhed. — fiy ^he \Q^th Acl \ ParL 7. Ja\ VL 
by jffi. VI. ParL 6. cap. 71. perfons, going out of the coun- 
try for further knowledge of letters, are to have the king's 
iicence, which (hall contain this provifion, that they (hall ad- 
lere to the true religion, and do nothing againft it, under the 
bain of barratry, (which is committed by thofe who go to 
Xome to buy benefices, and is punimable by infamy and ba- 
nishment, fa. VI. ParL 1. cap. 2.) ; and that, withia twenty 
<Jay6 after their return, they make and give, before their 
ordinary, the confeflion of their faith as eftabliftied, or 
ptherways devoid the kingdom within forty days thereafter, 
or be purfued as adverfaries to the religion. — By 7a. VI. 
far. 7. cap. 104. none are to go on pilgrimage to kirks, cha- 
jples, crofTes, or the like, keep faints days, fing carols within 
and about kirks, or observe other fuperftitious Papiftical rites, 
under, the pecunjal pains therein contained, for the firft fault, 

and under the pain o.f death to the. continuers therein- By 

'fC. IV. Par. fsff. s. ca P' *$' H° Paptft can make any gratuitous 
difpoikion or deed in prejudice qi their apparent heirs ;, decla- 
ring fuch difpoikion or deed to be null; and that it ^e judged 
gratuitous, f unleis the granter, writer, and witnefTes, declare 
jipoh oath before the judge of the bounds, that it was granted 
for an onerous adequate caufe. — By K. IV. Par. fijf. 9. cap. 3. 
thefe above-mentioned a&s are ratified, with all other laws 
"made agajnft Popery and Papifts, efpecially thefe againft Je- 
fuits, priefts, or trafficking Papifts, and all fayers a.nd hearers 
«f mafs, and qoncealers of the fame. Iiem f Whoever feizes 
any prieft, Jefuit, or trafficking Papift, or their refelters, upoa 
certificate of the conviction of the perfon feized by the judge, 
jrtiall have 5CO merks for his reward from the treafury ; for 
which the receiver general maybe purfued before the Lords of 
Seffion. Itetn, If it be proven that the faid prieft, Jefuit, or . 
trafficking Papift was held in repute fuch, or that he changed 
.hie name, and (hall refufe the formula of purgation fubjoined 
to this aft, it (hall be fuflicient ground for the council to ba- 
jnifh him, never to return a Papift under pain of death, to be 
jnfli&ed by the Lords of Jufticiary*. Item* If any perfon be 
found in any meeting where there is any altar, mafs-book, or 
ifher iiiftrumentt oTPbpiSi fuperftition, and (Kali refufe to 
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JurffC aft above, it (ball be fufficient ground, to the council tp 
banifh, under any certification they (hall think fit, even to tha£ 
of death ; and whofoever difcovers and feizes the faid banifhed 
perfon, after his return, (hall have the forefaid reward of 500 
roerks. Item, The %th Aft> Par.i. Car. II. is ratified, and 
any Proteftant relation, or his Majefty's advocate or folicitor, 
maypurfuc for the exhibition and education of children in the 
keeping of Papifts: and the Lords of Seffion are impowered 
to modify an aliment out of the children's or their parent! 
means : and it is recommended to prefbyteries to inform hi 
thia matter. Item, No Papift torotcft, or not purging, can: 
receive any voluntary deed or difpofition, made to him, of anjr 
lands, or real rights, or tacks of lands, or teinds; but the fame 
are declared jiufl, and to remain with the granter, and no ac- 
tion for warrandice or repetition of the price. Item, No Papift 
paft the age of fifteen years, can fucceed either as heir, or by 
other conveyance from the perfon to whom he may be heir, 
until he purge himfelf of Popery, as above ; and, if beinfr 
educate in the Popifh religion, he fucceed, as above, before 
the faid age, then he maH be obliged to purge before lie attain 
the fame ; and the perfon fo fucceeding, failzieing in either of 
thefe cafes* devolves to the next Proteftant heir, who is to be 
ferved as fuch to the defund, and to have right tfc theeftate 
and rents, from the faid irritancy, ay and while the perfon 
excluded, or^is heir, purge himfelf as above : in which cafc 
he is to be repemed as before the exclufion ; the intervening 
tents, with the burden of the current annualrents of debts, re- 
maining with the^Proteftant fucceflbr; but this exclufion to be 
without prejudice of creditors before the exclufion. Item, N© 
Papift may grant any gratuitous deed in prejudice of his heir/ 
but the fame is declared null, fate as to the affe&itfg the tran- 
ter's perfon and moveables: fee the forecited 26th Aft 9 jef. ft 
K. IV. Par. Item t The Proteftant, on whom the fnccemon 
devolves by the faid exclufion, muft prpfecute hi$ right within 
two years, elfe it falls to the next, and fo on. Item, The 
Papift and his heir muft renounce Popery within ten , years, 
after the faid irritancy, (minority not reckoned), or h to be 
excluded for ever; and the eftate, thus devolving, devolve! 
with all its lawful conditions and burdens. Item % No volun- 
tary right by a Papift, in favours of his apparent heir alfo a 
Papift, (hall be of force, though prior to this alt, unlefs clad 
with infeftment or pofleijGon, or proceeded in judgment prior 
thereto. Item, All difpofitions or deeds in favours of cloyfterip 
or other Popifh focieties, are declared void, and to accrefce to 
the next Proteftant heir to the granter. Iiem y No adjudication 
is to expire in the perfon o^a Papift, but coming in the perfon 



#f a Proteftant, the legal being run, it expires wlthiVyear and 
day thereafter, and Ho adjudication or rear diligence is compe* 
tent to a Papift, upon any gratuitous bond or deed, view, 
That the formula of purgation be taken before the Council, or 
before the prefbytery, and reported within forty days to the 
Council. lUnty A Proteftant, apoftatifing to Popery, forfaults 
his eftate immediately to his next heir, being Proteftant, as if 
Be were dead; and this next heir, if in pupillarity, is to be 
reckoned Proteftant, if his education be fuch ; or, if it be 
Popifh, he is excluded until he purge as above. Item, That 
no fufpe&ed Papift be capable of any truft of the perfon or 
affairs of minors, and that none employ them in fuch trufts, 
until they purge as above, under the pain of a year's value4 
rent, or icoo merks, if the valued rent be lefs. Item* No 
fufpe&ed Papift may teach any fcience, art, or exerdfe in fa- 
milies, or outwith ; nor may a Proteftant have a Popifh do« 
xneftic fervant, under the pain of 5C0 merks, which may be* 
purfued by any Proteftant, and, upon conviction, to have tb* 
fame for reward.— By the i%th Aa.feff 6. ofK. William's Pari. 
trhoever perverts a Proteftant fubje& to Popery (hall be pro- 
ceeded againft as a trafficking prieft : that a Proteftaut fer- 
vant, turning Papift in a Popim family, be punifhed as an 
apoftate ; and the mafter, when required, is obliged to difmifa 
that fervant, never more to be received by him, , or any other 
Popifh mafter, under pain of L. ice ; and that Popifh matters 
Allow their fervants due liberty to attend worfhip and catechi- 
fing, under the faid pain, and that thefe fervants ufe that li- 
berty, under the pain of being banifhed the parifh." — By the 
declaration of the eftates, containing the Claim of Right, 16891 
it is declared, that, by the law of that Jdngdotn, no Papift can 
be king or queen of this realm, nor bear any office wbatfoevtr 
therein. 

The Englifh laws againft Papifts were materially the fame 
ttith thofe of Scotland, before the late repeal ; particularly- 
in the whole heads and particulars of the ad of K. Will, for 
preventing the growth of Popery.— &J the fjth of Eliz. c. 2. 
no Jefuit or Popifh prieft (hall come into, or be in the realm* 
on pain of high treafon, unlefs he conform ; and any perfon 
knowingly receiving' or relieving fuch, is guilty of feldnr 
without benefit of clergy. — By the ftatute of $d J a. c. 4. if 
any perfon lhall put in practice to reconcile any fubje&s to 
Popery, or if any perfon fhall be willingly fo reconciled, he, 
his aiders and maintainers, (hall be guilty of high treafon.— 
By the 2 id of Eliz. c. 1. and feveraffubfequent ads, perfon* 
hearing or faying mafs were liable to forfeitures and imprifon- 
Hient.— -By fcveral ftatuces of Ed<w. VL Eliz. and r Ja. I. 

3 Q Z gerfan*, 
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yerfons having in cuftody, bringing from beyond the featy 
printing, felling, buying or receiving any Popifh books or* 
relics, are made liable to pecuniary penalties ; and, in fotnef 
cafes, to imprisonment, and 'the pain of incurring a premu- 
nire; and the books and relics are to be burned and defaced," 
and inagiftrates are thereby empowered to fearch for the fame.' 
Arid various ftatutes were made againft fending children a- 
broad to be educated in Popifh principles, and forbidding Pa- 
£ifta to teach fchools. ' ." 



Np.. in. 

Tpifi Formula, or Oath of Purgation, appointed by the a£l. of A 
' K. William to he taken by Papjfis in Scotland. * 

(See page 225.) 

I A. B. do §rtcerel.y from my heart profefs and declare be- 
fore God who fearcheth the heart, That I do deny, dif- 
own and abhor thefe tenets and doctrines of the papal Romifh 
Church, viz. The fupremacy of the Pope and Bifhops of 
Rome over all paftors of the Catholic Church; His power 
and authority over Kings, Princes^ and States ;' The/ infalli- 
bility that he pretends to, 1 either without or with a general, 
council ; His power of, difpenfing and pardoning ; The doc- 
trine of tranfubftantiation, and the corporeal prefence, with 
the communion without the cup in the facrament of the Lord's 
fupper ; The adoration and facrifice profefled and pra&ifedf 
by the Popifh church in the mafs ;' The invocation of angels' 
and faints ; The worflu'ppirig of images, crofTes, and relics;' 
The doctrines of fdpererogationj indulgences, ' and purgatory;' 
And the fervice and worfhip in an unknown tongue: Alf 
which tenets and do&rincs of the faid church, I believe to' 
be contrary to, and incbnfiftent with the written woro! of God.' 
And I do' froth riry heart dehy, ; difown and' difclaim the faid; 
doctrines and tenetBof the Church of Rome, as in the pre-" 
fence of God, without any equivocation, or mental refer'va- 
iion, but according to the known and plain meaning of the 
Words as to mc ofiered and propofed — So help rue God. -^ 



$0. W, 
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No. IV. 

jftfof.K. George III. puffed in 1778, /^r relieving his M<^ 
' Jtft/ S ftibjetts profiling the' PopiJJ? religion, 'within England % 

from certain penalties and difabi(itiesi &c. With the form 

•of the Oath therein required of Papills. 

WHereas it is expedient to repeal certain provifions in 
an aft of the nth and 1 2th years of the reign of King 
William III. entitled, An aft for the further preventing the 
growth of Popery, whereby certain penalties and difabilities 
Are impofed on perfons profeffing the Popiih religion : May it 

Eleafe your Majefty that it may be enafted, and be i{ enacted 
y the King's moft excellent majefty, by and with the ^dyice 
and confent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Com- 
mons in this prefent parliament affembled, and by the autho- 
rity of the fame, That fo much of the faid aft as relates tq 
the apprehending, taking or profecuting of Popifh bifhops, 

friefts, or Jefuits, and alfo fo much of the faid aft as fubjeftfl 
/opifh bifhops, prieite, or Jefuits, and Papifts, or perfons 
profeffing the Popifli religion and keeping fchool, or taking 
Upon themfelves the education or government or boarding of 
youth within this realm, or the domimops thereto belonging, 
to perpetual imprifonment ; and fo much of the faid aft as 
^ubjefts perfons educated in the Popish religion, or profeffing 
the fame under the circumftances therein mentioned, to inhe- 
rit or take by defcent, devife, or limitation, in poflefiion, re- 
verfion, or remainder, any lands, tenements or hereditaments* 
■within the kingdom of England, dominion of ^ales, or town 
of Berwick upon Tweed, and gives to the next of kin, being 
a Proteftant, a right to have and enjoy fuch lands, tenements 
and hereditaments, and alfo fo much of the faid aft asdifables 
Papills, or perfons profeffing the Popifh religion, to purchase 
any manors, lands, profits out of lands, tenements, rents, terms 
Or hereditaments, ' within the kingdom of England, domi- 
nion of Wales, or town of Berwick upon Tweed, and makes 
void all and fmgular eftates, terms and other intereft, or pro- 
fits whatever out of tends, to be made, fuffered or done from 
and after the day therein mentioned, to or for the ufe or be- 
hoof of any fuch perfon or perfons, or upon any truft or confi- 
dence, mediately or immediately, for the relief of any fuch 
perfon or perfons, (hall be, and the fame and every claufe and 
inatter and thing herein before mentioned, is and. herehy are 
repealed. / 

And be it enafted by the authority aforefaid, That every 
perfon or perfons having and claiming any lands, tenements, 
or hereditaments, under titles not ' hitherto litigated, though 
derived from any defcent, devife, limitation or purchafe, (hall 
"*"■' " ' • have, 
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have, take hold, and enjoy the fame, as if the faid a<ft, or any 
thing therein contained, had not been made, any thing ia thp 
faid ad contained tn the contrary notwithstanding. 

Provided always, and be it ena&ed, That nothing herein 
contained fhall extend, or be conflrued to affe& any a&torj or 
fuit now depending, which fhall be profecuted with effcA and 
without delay. 

Provided alfo, That nothing herein contained (hall extend, 
or be coDftrued to extend, to any perfon or perfons but fuch, 
who fhall, within the fpace of fix calendar months after the 
palling of thiB aft, or of accruing of his, her, or their title, 
being of the age .of twenty-one years, or who, being under 
the age of twenty-one years, fhall within fix months after he 
or fhe fhall attain the age of twenty-one years, or being of 
unfound mind, or in prifon, or beyond the feas, then within 
fix months after fuch a d liability is removed, take and fuh- 
fcribe an oath in the words following, 

" I A. B. do fincerely promife and fwear, That I will \jc 
?* faithful and bear true allegiance to his Majefty King George 
•f the Th""d» and him will defend Co the utinolt of my power 

V againft all confpiracies or attempts whatever that fhall trc 
u made againft his perfon, crown, or dignity ; and I will do 
* my utmofy endeavour to difclofet and make -known to hfi 
^ c Majefty, His heirs and fucceflbrs, all treafons and traitorous 
*' confpiracies which may be formed againft him or them. 
** And I do faithfully promife to maintain, fupport and de- 
*' fend, to the utmoft of my power, the fucceffion of the crowh 
* c in his Majefty's family againft any perfon or perfons what- 
•.' ever, hereby utterly renouncing and abjuring any obedience 

V of allegiance unto the perfon taking upon himfelf the ftfh 
%% and title of the Prince of Wales in the lifetime of his fa,- 
** ther, and who, fincc his death, is faid to have aflumed the 
• c ft ile and title of King of Great Britain, by the name of 
* l Charles the Third, and to any other perfon claiming ot 
*.* pretending a right to the crown of theie realms. And I 
*} do fwcar, that I do. rejec> and deteft, as an unchriftian and 
•' impious pofition, That it is lawful to murder or deftroy any 
" perfon or perfons whatsoever for or under pretence of their 
" being heretics ; and alfo that unchriftian and impious prin- 
*' ciple, That no faith is. to be kept with heretics. I do for* 
" fher declare, that it is no article of tny faith, and that I 
t€ do renounce, reject and abjure the opinion, that princes 
" excommunicated by the Pope and council, or by any au- 
? thority of the See of Rome, or by any authority whatfo- 
*' ever, may be depofed or murdered by their fubje&s, or any 
V. trtrfon whatever. And I do declare, That I do not believe 



t 3&« i 

** that the Pope of Rome, or any other foreign prince, pre* 
** late, Rate, or potentate, hath, or ought to have, any tem- 
* € poral or civil jurifdiftion, power, fuperiority, or pre-emi- 
u nence, direftly or indirectly; within this realm. And I dd 
w folemnly, in the prefence of God, profefs, teftifyj, and de- 
** clare, That I do make this declaration, and every part 
** thereof, in the plain and ordinary fenfe of the words of thitf 
u oath, without any evafion, equivocation or mental referva- 
*•' tiori whatever ; and without any difpenfation already grant- 
*'« ed by the Pope, or any authority of the See of Rome, or 
«* any perfon whatever, and without thinking that I am, or 
** can be acquitted before God or man, or abfolved of this 
** declaration, or any part thereof, although the Pope or any 
•' perfons or authority whatsoever, fhall difpenfc with or an* 
*• nul the fame, or declare that it, was null or void." 

Which Oath it (hall be competent to his Majefty's high court 
of Chancery, or to any of his Majefty's courts of record at 
Weftrninfter, tKe courts of great ieffions within the principa- 
lity of Wales and county palatine of Chefter, the courts of 
Chancery or Common-pleas within the counties palatine of 
Lanqafter and Durham, or to any court of general or quartei 
fcfliona of the peace of any county, riding, liberty, city, bo- 
N tough, town or place in the kingdom of England* or in the 
principality of Wales to adminifter; and they are hereby re- 
quired to adminifter the fame accordingly. Of the taking 
and fuhferibing of which oath a regifter fhall be kept ana 
preferved, in the manher prefcribed by the laws now in being; 
requiring oaths from perfons taking offices or employments. 

Provided always, and it is hereby enacted and declared^ 
*J1iat nothing in this aft contained (hall extend, or be con* 
ftrued to extend, to any Popifh bifhop, prieft, Jefuil or fchool- 
mfefrer, who fhall not have taken and lubfcribed the above oath; 
in the above words, before he (hall have been apprehended or 
any profecutioh commenced again ft him* 



No.V. 

Aft for, the Relief of his MajeJ1fs*fuhjetIs in the kingdom hf 
Ireland, profeffing the Popijk religion* pajfed in the a 7 th and 
XZthqfK. Geo. III. 

T\7 HeAeas by an aft made In this kingdom, in the fecond 

* * year of her late Majefty Queen Anne, entitled, An acl 

to prevent the further growth of Popery ; an^l alfo 1 - another 

a& made in the eighth year of her faid. reign, for chaining 

an* 
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8hd arriending the fa id a&, the Roman Catholics of Ireland 

are made fubject to feveral disabilities and incapacities therein 

particularly mentioned ; and .whereas from their uniform 

peaceable behaviour for a long ferles of years, it appears rea- 

fonable arid expedient to relax the fame, and it muft tend not 

only to the cultivation and improvement of this kingdom, but 

to the profperity and (Irength of all his Majefty's domiuionSj 

that liis fubjects of all denominations fhould enjoy the bleffiogfe 

of our free conftitution, and fliould be bound to each other 

by mutual intereft and mutual affection: Therefore, be it en-, 

acled by the King's molt excellent Majefty, by and with the, 

advice and confent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and. 

Commons in this prefent parliament affembled, and by the 

authority of the fame, That from and after the firft day ot 

Auguft, 1778, it fhall and may be lawful to and for .any Pa- 

pift, or perfon profeffmg the Pbpifh religion, fubject to the 

provifo herein after contained, as to the taking and fubferib- 

ing the oath and declaration therein mentioned, to take, hold 

and enjoy any leafe or leafes, for any term or terms of yean* 

not exceeding nine hundred and ninety-nine years certain, ot 

for any term of years determinable upon any number of Gvcs,' 

iiot exceeding five. 

Provided always, That, upon every fuch leafe, a rent kna. 
fide* to* be paid in money, fhall be referved and made payable 
during fuch terms, with or without liberty of committing wafte, 
as fully and beneficially, to all intents and purpofes, as any, 
other his Majefty's fubjects in this kingdom, and the fame to 
difpofe of by will or otherwife, as he fhall think fit ; and all 
lands, tenements, and hereditaments, whereof any Papift, op 
perfon ^rofefling the Popifh religion, is now feifed, or fhall 
fee feifecf,' by virtue of a title, legally derived hy 9 from, or un- 
der fuch perfon or perfons now ieized in fee fimple'or fee tail,, 
whether at Taw or in equity, fhall, from and after the time 
aforefaid, be defcendable, devifeable, and transferraole, as. 
fully, beneficially, and effectually, as if the fame were ia the 
ieifin of any other of bis Majeity's fubjects in this kingdom. . 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, that ' 
all Papifts, or perfons profofiing the Popifh religion,; fhall and 
may, from and after the time aforefaid, be, to all intents awl 
purpofes, capable to take, hold', and enjoy all or any fuch 
eflate or eftates, which fhall defcend, or be devifed or tranf-, 
ferred as aforefaid; anything contained in the faid acts of the; 
fecond or eighth of Queen Anne, or in any other ftatutc OT 
law, to the contrary, in any ways, notwithstanding. 

Provided, that no Papift, or perfon profefiing the Popifh 
fcligiony fhall take any benefit by this a&, unlefs he of flic 

fhall; 



C 393 ] 

jfhalU on or before the firft day of January, 17 79, or fome time 
previous to any fuch leafe made to or in truft for him, if he 
or (he fhall be iu this kingdom, or within fix months after 
any devife, defcent or limitation (hall take effeft in poffeflion, 
if at that time within this kingdom, or if then abroad beyond 
the feas, or under the age of twenty-one years, or in prifon, 
or of unfound mind, or under coverture, then within fix 
months after his or her return from abroad, or attaining the 
pge of twenty-one years, or difcharge from prifon, or becom- 
ing of found mind, or after fhe ihall become a,feme-Jhle 9 take 
and fubfcribe the oath of allegiance, and the declaration pre- 
fctibed by an aft patted in this kingdom, in the thirteenth and 
fourteenth years of his prefent Majefty's reign, entitled, An 
aft to enable his Majefty's fubjefts, of whatever perfuafion, 
Jto teftify their allegiance to him, in fome one of his Majefty's 
four courts in Dublin, or at the quarter- feflions of the peace 
for the county of Dublin, or before /the going judges of af-. 
fize in open court; which oath the judges prefiding in the 
Taid court, the chairman of the faid fetfions, and the faid 
judges of aflize, are hereby empowered and required to admi- 
©ifter. , l 

And be it enafted by the authority aforefaid, That the names 
<>f fuch perfons as (hall fo take and fubfcribe the faid oath and 
declaration, with their titles and additions, fhall be entered 
Upon rolls, for that purpofe to be appointed by the faid re- 
fpeftive courts, and that the faid rolls, once in every year, 
be. transmitted to, and depofited in the Rolls-office of this 
kingdom to remain aroongit the records. 

Ansl be it cn::ftcd by the authority aforefaid, That no 
• maintenance or portion Audi be granted to any child of a Po- 
pifh parent, upon a bill filed again 11 fuch parent, pursuant to 
the aforefaid aft of the fecond of Qjiccn Anne, out. of. the 
perfonal property of fuch Papift, except out of 1 fuch ieafes 
which they, may hereafter take, under the powers granted in 
.this aft ; any thing contained in any aft or ilatute to the 
.contrary in any wife notwtthftanding. 

And whereas by an aft made in this kingdom» in the fecond 
year of the reign of her late Majefty Queen Anne, entitled, 
An aft to prevent the further growth of Popery ; it is a- 
riiongft other things enafted, to the eiFeft following : In cafe 
the cldeft fon and heir of a Popiih parent (hall be a Proteftant, 
that from the time of the enrolment in the chancery of a cer- 
tificate of the bifhop of the diocefe, teftifying his being a 
Proteftant, and conforming himfelf to the church of Ireland, 
as by law eftablifhed, fuch Papift parent (hall become and be 
•nJy tenant for life, of all the real cftate whereof fuch Popiih 
•3 D parent 
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parent Yhall be then feifed in fee-tail or fee-f»mple, Mid l&f 
reverfion in fee fhall be vefled in fuch eldeft fon, being a Pro- 
teftant fubjeft, as in the laid aft is mentioned : And whereat 
•it is found inexpedient to continue any longer that part of th* 
faid recited act, be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That 
from and after the firft day of November, 1778, the confor- 
mity of the eldeft fon, and the filing of the bifhop's certificate* 
and performing the requifites by that aft, or any other a&» 
required in that refpeft, fhall not affeft or alter the efttite of 
any Popifh parent, by making fuch Popifh parent become te* 
nant for life* or by vefting a reverfion or eftate in fuch eldeft 
fon, but fuch Popifh parent fhall remain feifed and poffeffeA 
of the fame eftate and intereft in all and every his or her real 
eftate, as he or (he would have been if fuch eldeft fon had not 
conformed, or the faid aft of the fecoad of Queen Anne had 
not been made. 

Provided always, That nothing herein contained fhall af- 
fect, or be conftrued to affeft, the right, title, claim or eftate 
of any eldeft fon and heir of a Popifh parent, who has, or aft 
any time before the paffing of this aft fhall have conformed, \n 
fuch manner as is by the aforefaid* part of the faid aft dire&ed, 
or of any perfon deriving by, from or under fuch eldeft foa 
and heir or fuch Popifh parent ; any thing herein to the con- 
trary thereof contained in any wife notwithftanding. 

And be it enafted by the authority aforesaid, That all and 
every perfon and perfons, being in the aftual poffeffion of any 
lands, tenements, or hereditaments, under titles which fhall 
not have been litigated before the firft day of November, 1778, 
whether derived by defcent, devife, limitation, or purchafc, 
and all perfons deriving under fettlemcnts made upon marria- 
ges, or other valuable confideration by Papifts in poffef- 
fion, fhall have, take, hold, or enjoy the fame, as if the faid 
afts of the fecond and eighth of Queen Anne, or any thing 
therein contained, had not been made. 

Provided always, That nothing herein contained fhall ex- 
tend, or be conftrued, to affeft any right, claim, or title, al- 
ready vefted, upon which any action or fuit is now depend- 
ing, or fhall be inftituted before the firft day of November, 
17 78, and profecuted with effeft, and without delay ; and 
that all ar.d every conveyance heretofore made by any rapifts, 
or perfons proftffing the Popifh religion, to any Proteftant, 
for the ufe of a Proteftant, fliall be as valid and effeftual at if 
fuch conveyance was made by a Proteftant. 

Provided alto, That no perfon fhall take benefit by this aft, 
who, having been converted from the Popifh to the Proteftant 
religion, ihall afterwards relapfc to Popery, noT any perfon, 

being 
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being a Profeftant, who fhall at any time become a Papift, or 
fhali educate, orfufferto be educated, any of his children, 
under the age of fourteen years, in the Popifh religion. * 

And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That any 
perfon or perfona who have power, under fettlements, to make 
feafes for one or more life or lives, may and (hall have the like 
power, to let for any number of years determinable on one 
life, or fuch number of lives as in their refpe&ive fettlcmenu 
mentioned and agreed upon, in refpeft of fuch power, fubje& 
however to all and every other provifo, condition and reftric- 
tion in faid fettlements contained, concerning fuch leafes. 

No. VI. 

Bull of Pope Innocent VIII. for the extirpation of the Vaudoir* 
given to Albert de Capitaneis y hit Legate and CommiJ'ary-ge~ 
neral for that expedition in 1477. 

TranOated from the Latia. 

The original of this Bull, with fevcral others, is kept in the 

library of the univerfity of Cambridge. It was the moft 

fatal and notable of the Papal Bulls againft the Waldenfes, 

in confequence of which 8co,cco of that people were de- 

. ftroyed. (Seep. 119, &c.J 

INnocent the bifhop, fervant of the fervants of God y to our 
well- beloved fon AJbertus de Capitaneis, archdeacon of the 
church of Cremona, our nuntio, and commiflary of the Apo- 
ftollcal See, in the dominions of our dear fon the noble Charles, 
duke of Savoy, both on this fide and that fide of the moun- 
tains, in the city of Vienne in Dauphiny, and in the city and 
diocefe of Sedun, and the places adjacent ; — health and apo* 
ftolic benediction. 

The chief wiihes of our heart demand that we mould endea- 
vour, with the moft ftudious vigilance, to withdraw thofe from 
the precipice of errors, for whofe falvation the fovereign Cre* 
ator of all things himfelf chufed to fufFer the greateft pi human 
xniferies, and carefully to watch over their falvation ; we, to 
whom he hath been pleafed to commit the charge and go- 
vernment of his flock, and who moft ardently deli re, that the 
Catholic faith mould profper and triumph under our pontifical 
reign, and that heretical pravity mould be extirpated from the 
territories of the faithful. 

We have heard, with great difpleafure, that certain fons of 
iniquity, inhabitants of the province of Ambrun, &c. follower* 
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of that molt pernicious and abominable fe& of wicked the^, 
called Poor men of Lyons y or Ifaldenfss, which long ago ha:K 
moil unhappily (danmabiliter) rifen up in Piedmont, and the. . 
other places adjacent, by the malice of the Devil, endeavour- 
ing, with fatal induftry, to infnare and feducc the fheep de- 
dicated to God, through winding devious paths, and dangeroui 
precipices, and at laft to lead them to 1 the perdition 01 their 
fouls; who, under a deceitful appearance of fandlity,^ and 
delivered up to a reprobate fenfe, have the utmoft averfton to 
follow the way of truth, and who, obferving certain fuperfti- 
tious and heretical ceremonies, fay, do, and commit very many; 
things contrary to the orthodox faith, offenfive to the eyes o{ 
tfye Divine Majefty, and mod dangerous in themfelves to the 
falvatioo of fouls, 

And whereas our well-beloved fon Blafius de Mont- Royal, 
of the order of preaching friars, profefTor in theology, inqui- 
fitor-general in thefe parts, trahfported himfelf into that pro- 
vince, in order to induce them to abjure the forefaid errors, 
and profefs the true faith of Chrift, having been formerly ap- 
pointed for that fervice by the mafter-general of that order, 
and afterwards by our beloved fon Cardinal Dominic, ftyled 
Prejbyter of St. Clement, legate of the Holy See in thefe places, 
and at laft by Pope Sixtus IV. of happy memory, our imme- 
diate predeceflbr : but fo far from forfaking their wicked and 
perverfe errors, ljke the deaf adder that fhuts its ears, they* 
proceeded to commit yet greater evils than before, not being 
afraid to preach publicly, and, by their preachings, to draw* 
others of the faithful in Chrift into the fame errors, ; to con- 
temn the excommunications, interdicts, and other cenfures of 
the faid inquifitor ; to demolifh his houfe ; to carry off and 
fpoil the goods that were in it, and tjiofe of other Catholics; 
to kill his fervant ; to wage open war ; to refift their temporal 
lords; to dellroy their property; to chafe them, with tbeir fa- 
milies, from their parifhes, burning or demolishing their houfes, 
hindering them to receive their rents, doing to them all the 
mifchief in their power, as alfo to commit innumerable other; 
crimes the raoft deteftable and abominable. 

We therefore, as obliged by the duty of our paftoral charge, 
being defirous to pluck up and wholly root out from the Ca- 
tholic church that execrable feci, and thofe impious errors for- 
merly mentioned, left they fhould fpread farther, and left the 
hearts of the faithful fhould be damnably corrupted by them* 
and to reprefs fuch rafh and audacious attempts, we have re- 
folved to exert every effort for this purpofe, and to beftow 
hereupon alt our care : and we putting our fpecial truft in 
God as to your learning, the maturity of your wifdom, your 
' ' « " ~ zcaj 
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ycal for the faith, and experience in affairs ; and Kkewife ho- 
ping that you will execute, with hronefty and prudence, all 
that we have judged proper to comir.it to you for extirpating 
fuch errors, — we have thought good to appoint you, by t^hele 
prefents, our nuntio, and commiflary of the ApoftoHc See,fo!- 
this caufe of God and of* the faith, in the dominions of our 
dear fon Charles duke of Savoy, fcc. to the intent that you 
pay caufe the faid inquifitor to be received and admitted to 
the free exercife of his office, and that, by your feafonable re-, 
jnedies, you may prevail with thefe mod wicked followers of 
the Waldenfian left, and others defiled with the infection of 
any fort of herefy whatever, to abjure their errors, and obey 
the orders of the faid inquifitor: and that you may be able to 
effect this with fo much more eafe, in proportion to the great- 
nefs of the power and authority wherewith you arc vefted by 
lis, we, by thefe prefer, ts, grant to you a full and entire licence 
and authority to call and inftantly to requSre, by yourfelf or by 
any other perfon or perfons, all the archbifhops and bifhops in 
the, dutchy, in Dauphiny, and in the parts adjacent, (whom 
the Moft High hath appointed to be- partners with as in our 
travail), and to command them, in virtue of holy obedience, 
together -with the venerable brethren our ordinaries or their 
yicais, or the officials- general in the cities and dioccfes wherein 
you may fee meet to proceed to the premifes, and to execute 
the office which we have injoined you ; and with the forefajd 
inquifitor, a man of great erudition, eftablifhed in the faith, 
and of ardent zeal for the falvation of fouls, that they be af- 
iifting to you in the things mentioned, and with one confent 
proceed, along with you, to the execution of them; that they 
take arms againft the faid Waldenfes and other heretics, and, 
with common counfels and meafures, crufh and tread them as 
venomous ferpents ; and that they provide with care, that the 
people committed to their infpedion perfift and be confirmed 
in the confeffioti of the true faith ; and that, in a work fo holy 
and fo very neceffary as the extermination and diffipation of 
thefe heretics, they apply all their endeavours,, and willingly 
beffow all their pains as in duty bound, and, in fine, that they 
neglect nothing which may any way contribute to that defign. 
Moreover, to entreat our moft dear fon in Chrift, Charles 
the illuftrious king of France, and our beloved fons the no- 
blemen Charles duke of Savoy, the dukes, princes, earls, and 
temporal lords of cities, lands, and the univcrfities of thefe 
and other places, the confederates of higher Germany, and 
in general all others who are faithful in Chrift in thefe coun- 
tries, that they may take up the fhield for defence of the or- 
thodox faith, of which they made profeffion in'recciving holy 
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baptifen* and the caufe of our Lord Jefus Chrift* by wbcrm 
kings reign, and princes rule ; and that they afford help to 
the faid arcbbifliops, bifhops, to you, to their vicars, or afiir 
cials, and to the inquifitor, by fuitable aids, and by their £e> 
cular arm* according as they underhand to be needful for ex* 
ecuting fuch a necefTary and falutary perquifition ; and that 
they vehemently and vigoroufly fct themfdves in oppofition to 
thefe heretics, for the defence of the faith, the fafety of their 
country, the prcfervation of themfelves and of all that belong 
to them, that fo they may make them to pcrifh, and entirely 
blot them out from the face of the earth. 

And if you mould think it expedient, that all the faithful 
in thofe places fhould carry the falutary crofs on their hearts 
and on their garments, to animate them to fight refolutely 
again ft thefe heretics, — to caufe preach and publifh thecrcifade 
by the proper preachers of the word of God, and to grant un- 
to thofe who take the crofs, and fight againft thefe heretics, 
or who contribute thereunto, the privilege of gaining a ple- 
nary indulgence, and the remiffion of all their fins once ia 
their life, and likewife at the point of death, by virtue of the 
commiffion given you above ; likewife to command, upon their 
holy obedience, and under the pain of the greater excomrounU 
cation, all fit preachers of the word of God, fecular and regur 
Jar, of whatever order they be, mendicants not excepted, ex- 
empt and non-exempt, that they excite and inflame (excitan 
tt inflammare) thefe faithful to exterminate utterly by force 
and by arms that plague, fo that they may affemble with all 
their flrength and powers for repelling the common danger; 
further, taabfolve thofe who take the crofs, fight, or contri- 
bute to the war, from all ecclefiaftical fentences and pains 
whether general or particular, by which they may in any man- 
ner be bound, excepting thofe which fhall be fpecially inflict- 
ed hereafter, from which the offenders are only to be loofed 
by previous fatisfadtion, or the confent of the party ; as like- 
wife to difpenfe with them as to any irregularity they may be 
jcbargeablc with in divine things, or by any apoftacy, and to 
agree and compound with them as to goods which they may 
have clandestinely or by ftealth acquired, or which they dif- 
Jboneftly ox doubtfully poffcfs, applying them only for the fop- 
port of the expedition for extirpating the heretics ; in like 
manner to commute all vows whatever, though made with aa 
oath, of pilgrimage, abftinence, and others, (excepting only 
thofe of cbaftity, of entering into a religious life, vifiting the 
Jioly Land, the fepulchres of the apoftles, and the church of 
St. James in Compoftella), to thofe who come forth to this 
wiriare, or who contribute thereto, or who only give as much 
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4» the performance of their vows of pilgrimage might probably 
have coil them, having a refpect to the diftance of the.places, 
and the condition of the perfons, .according as (hall appear 
proper to you, or to the confefTors deputed by you for that 
purpofe ; in the mean time to chufe, appoint, and confirm, in 
our name, and in the name of the Romifh church, one or 
more captains or leaders of the war over the crofled foldiers, 
and the army to be convened, and to injoin and command, 
tfeat they undertake that charge, and faithfully acquit them- 
felvcs in it for the honour and defence of the faith, and that 
all the reft be obedient to him or them ; to grant, further, to 
every one of them a permiffion to feize and freely poffefs the 
goods of the heretics whether moveable or immoveable, and 
to give them, for a prey, whatever the heretics have brought 
to the land* of the Catholics, or, on the contrary, have taken 
6r caufed to be taken from them ; to command Hkewife all 
tftofe who are in the fervice of the faid heretics, wherever they 
fee, to depart from them within a limited time which you fhaft 
p refcribe to them, under whatever pains you (hall judge pro- 
per ; to admonifh and require them, and all perfons ecclcfia- 
ftical or feeder, of whatever dignity, age, fex, or order they 
be, -under the pains of excommunication, fufpenfron, and in- 
terdict, reterently to obey and obferve the apoftolical man- 
dates, and to abftain from all commerce with the forefaid he* 
*ef ics ; and, by the fame authority, to declare, that they and 
all others, whoever they be, who may be bound and obliged 
fcy contract, or in any other manner whatever, to afiign or 
pay any thing to them, (hall not henceforth be obliged to do 
fo, nor can they be compelled in any manner of way to it ; — 
moreover, to deprive all thofe who do not obey your admoni- 
tions and mandates of whatever dignity, date, degree, order, 
or pre-eminence they be, ecclefiaftics of their dignities, offi- 
ces, and bene6ces, and fecular perfons of 'their honours, titles* 
fiefs, and privileges, if they perfift in their difobedience and 
rebellion ; and to confer their benefices on others whom you 
fhall account worthy of them, and even on thofe who may be 
already poflcfled of, or expecting any other ccclefiaftical benefices, 
m whatever number, or of whatever quality foevcr they may be ; 
and to declare thefe deprived as aforefaid, for ever infamous, 
and incapable, for the time to come, of obtaining- the like or 
any others; and to fulminate all forts of cenfures, according 
as jufticc, rebellion, or difobedience, (hall appear to you to 
require ; to inflict an interdict, and, when inflicted, either to 
remove it finally, or only to fufpend it for a time, according 
as it may be found expedient, on good reafons and confidera- 
-tion, as you may know to be ufeful and aeceffary ; but chief- 
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lyon thofe days on which perhaps indulgences -arc to be pub- 
lifhed, or the croifade to be preached ; — and to proceed di- 
rcdtly and Jimpl'icUcr, without the noife and form of juftice* 
having only regard to truth, againft thofe who carry to thefe 
heretics,, or their accomplices, provifions, arms, or other 
things prohibited, and other aiders, abetters, advifers, or en- 
tertainers of them, whether open or fecret, or who by any 
means hinder or difturb the execution of (uch a falutary en- 
terprize ; and to declare all and every one of the tranfgreflbrf 
to have incurred the c-nfures and pains, both fpiritua] and 
temporal, which are infl idled, of right, upon thofe who do 
fuch things ; — as alfo to reltore and abfolvc thofe who are pe- 
nitent, and willing to rerurn again to the bofom of the church 
as formerly, eyen though they mould have taken an oath to 
favour the heretics, or had received their pay to fight for' 
them, or had fupplied them with arms, fuccours, victuals, and 
other things forbidden ; providing they promife by taking an 
oath of a different kind, or otherwife give fufficient feenrity, 
that for the time to come they will obey oiir mandates, thofe 
of the church, and yours, whether they be communities, uni- 
verlities, or particular pcrfons, of whatever ftate, order, or 
pre-eminence they be, or in whatever dignity, eccleiiaftical or 
civil, they may be elevated ; and to re-eitablifh and put them 
in pofleflion of their honours, dignities, offices, benefices, fiefs, 
goods, and other rights, of which they were formerly pofiefled} 
— and, in fine, to concede, dif;>ofe, eftablifli, ordain, com- 
mand, and execute, all and every other matters neceffary or 
in anyrefpedfc conducive to this falutary bufinefs, even though 
they fhould be fuch as require a particular order, and arc not 
comprehended in your general cjtnmijfion ; and to check and 
reftrain all oppofers thereof, by ecclefialiical cenfures, and 
other fuitable and lawful remedies, without regard to any ap- 
peal whatever ; and, if need be, to call in to your affiftance 
the aid of the -iecuiar arm. And our will is, that all privileges, 
exemptions, apoftolical letters, and indulgences of any kind, 
granted by us, in general or particular, or in manner afore- 
iaid, under any form of word* or exprcfiious, (hall be held 
void, and as letters not granted, fo far as they are inconfift* 
ent with, and teud to hinder or retard thefe prefents, — we 
hereby deprive them of all force, together with all other things, 
whatever that are contrary, though the Holy See Lhould have 
granted to any, either generally or particularly, that they 
could not be interdicted, fufpended, or excommunicated and 
deprived of their dignities and benefices, or fmitten with any 
•ther apollolical pain, if in the apoftolical letters^ there be not 

^ full. 
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rail and exprefs mention made, word for word, of fuch art 
indulgence. 

Thou, therefore, my dearly beloved fon, undertaking with 
a devoVit mind the charge of fuch a meritorious work, rtiew 
yourfelf diligent, folicitous, and careful in word and deed to 
txecute it, fo that, from your labours attended with the divine 
flavour and grace, the expected fuccefs and fruits may follow^ 
and that by your folicitude you may not only merit for reward 
the glory which is bellowed on thofe who are employed in de- 
figns and affairs of piety, but alfo that you may obtain, and 
not undefervedly, the more abundant commendations from us, 
and from the Apoltolic See, on account of your mod exact 
diligence and faithful integrity. And, becaufe it may be diffi- 
cult to tranfmit thefe prefent letters to all places where they 
may be neceffary, we will, and by apoftolical authority ap- 
point, that to a copy which may be taken and fubfcribed by 
the hand of any public notary, and attefted by the fubfcrip* 
tion of any ecclefialtical prelate, entire faith may be given, and 
that it fhould be held as valid, and the fame regard paid to ic 
as .to the Original letters, if they had been produced and ihown; 
Given at tome, at St. Peter's, in the year of the incarna- 
tion of our Lord 1477, the 5 th of the kal. of May, in 
the 3d year of our pontificate, 

N«. VII. 

A Letter of Pope Pius V. to the Earls of 'Northumberland arid 
WejMoreland, fir encouraging them in the Rebellion againft 
their lawful Sovereign §>ueen Etifabeth. 

To our beloved Sons Thomas Earl of Northumberland,^ arid 
Charles Earl of Wtjlmor eland, in England. 

Beloved Sons, Noblemen, health to yoc, and apojlolic benediftiom 

BY your letters • dated to us the eighth day of November, 
(which being brought to us the eighth of February, we 
have ip>6edily returned anfwer), nnderltanding more certainly 
&nd particularly the miferies and calamities of that moft flou- 
f ifhing kingdom not unknown to us before, we were af- 
fected with*.th£t grief of mind, wherewith both the' in- x 
dignity of thefe evils which we fuffer in you, and our 
puternal affection towards both you and other Catholics 
in that kingdom, ought to affect us : for befides that com- 
mon duty of paftoral charity wherewith we ought to rejoice 
'at, the welfare, or to be grieved at the calamity of all the 
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faithful of Chrtft, and of every province in which the Chri- 
ftian name is profeffed, we are affected with an efpecial pre* 
rogative of love and benevolence towards that kingdom, both 
becaufe we remember it was heretofore, by the labour and 
induftry of our predeceffor the bleiTed Gregory btfhop of 
Rome, (next after God Omnipotent), converted from the 
worfhip of wood and ftones to the Chriftiao, faith, and, by 
fit men fent thither from him* inftituted in manners, and in 
the Catholic do&rine, and alfo becaufe it ufed to exhibit to 
the Apoftolic See an excellent faith, and fincerfty of devo* 
tion.. Therefore, how much we grieve and are troubled at 
thefe your evils, and the evils of that kingdom, which you, in 
the fame letters hot leis truly than miferably lament, cannot 
eafily be exprefled in words. We grieve that fo many and fo 
great poilbnous infections of wicked herefies, and fo deadly 
■wounds of the Chriflian commonwealth, fhould chiefly hap- 
pen in the times of our pontificate. We are troubled, becaufe 
we are compelled to be folicitous about the danger of you and 
other Catholics : but yet when we remember the power of 
his prayers, who entreated for St. Peter that his faith might 
not fail, and who, enlarging his church in tribulation, dots 
fcy fo mucih the more admirably govern it by the providence 
of his fecret counfel, by how much the more he fees it tolled 
by the waves x>f troubles, we defpair not but what we have 
heard to have been done in former times may alfo by the di- 
vine affi dance be done in ours, that the church, which often 
. feems by the prevailing perfecution of heretics to be trodden 
down, may return to its- ftate of ancient felicity, (the Lord 
confpiring with her to a good omen), and may recehre 
xncreafe from that wherein (he feemed to have fuffered 
lofs : — for behold even now, he that of old things makes 
new ones, and of new things old ones, our Lord Jefui 
Chrift, hath by you, (men dear to us and eminent, as 
well by the ftudy of Catholic piety as by noblenefs of 
birth), determined, peradventure, to renew and confirm the 
ancient union of the Roman church with that kingdom, and 
therefore hath infufed into you that mind mod worthy of the 
zeal of your Catholic faith, that you fhould attempt to redute 
back that kingdom (delivered from the rooft vile fcrvitude of 
a woman's luft) to the ancient obedience of this holy Roman 
See. Which pious and religious endeavour of yqur minds, we 
commend (as is fit) with jutt pratfes in the Lord, and giving 
it that our blefling which you defire, we do, with the benig- 
nity which becomes us, receive your honours flying to the 
power and protection of us and of this Holy See, to whofe 
authority they fubjecl themfelves; exhorting you in the Lord, 

and 
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and with all poffible earneftne/s of our mind entreating you 
to perfevere conftantljr in this your Co exceeding good- will and 
laudabl* purpofe, being afiured thai the omnipotent God, 
whofe works are perfect, and who hath excited you to deferve 
veil of the Catholic faith in that kingdom, will be affixing to 
you. But if, in averting the Catholic faith and the authority 
of this Holy See, you iftould fuffer. death, and your blood be 
fpilt, it would be much better, for the confeffion of God, to 
fly, by the compendium of a glorious death, to life eternal, 
than, living bafely and ignorainioufly, to ferve the lull of an 
impotent woman, with the lofs of your fouls: for think not, 
beloved fons in Chrift, that thole Catholic bifhops, or prince's 
of that kingdom whom you name, are ill dealt with, who, 
becaufe they would not forfake the profeflion of the Catholic 
faith, are either imprifoned, or undefervedly afFecled with 
other puniihments ; for the conftancy'of thefe men, which is 
even now confirmed by a new example (as we conceive) of 
the bleffed Thomas, archbifhop of Canterbury, no man can 
fufficiently commend as it defer ves. This fame conftancy 
you alfo imitating, be of a couragious and con ft ant mind, and 
defift not from the enterprife by any threats or denunciation 
of danger : for God| in whom you ought to repofe your truft, 
who did caft the chariot and army of Pharaoh into the fea, i* 
able to break the ftrength and power of his adverfaries ; fo 
that by you the primitive religion and ancient dignity of that 
realm may be reftored : which that it may be compafTed, we 
fhallnot only help you in performing, with thofe Chriftiaa 
princes whom you would, thefe offices which you deftre, bu* 
alfo in contributing at prefent that fum of money, which ao 
cording to our ability, in anfwer to your requeft, we can 
fupply you with ; as you (hall more clearly and fully under- 
Hand by our beloved fan, Robert Rudolphus : we being alfo 
* ready to endeavour hereafter to contribute a greater fum than 
the imbecility of our power will bear, and, with a ready and 
cheerful mind, to help your pious endeavour with all our 
eft ate and power, with which we can in the Lord. 

Given at Rome, at St. Peter's, under the Fiiher's Ring, 
the 20th day of February, 1570, in the fifth year cf 
our pontificate. 
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No. VIII. 

The Refolution and Plan concerted by the Council of Trent for th* 
extirpation of the P rot eft ants ; as contained in a paper publifh- 
(d by one of the Secretaries of Cardinal Bouromeo. 

Tranflated from the French *. (See p. 159, 160.) 

THIRST, in order that the bufinefs may be conduced with 
*- the greater authority, they advife tp commit the fuperin- 
tendence of the whole affair to Philip the Catholic king, who 
ought to bp appointed with common confent the head and 
. pondu&or of the whole enterprise. They think it good to 
proceed in this manner ; — that king Philip addrefs the king 
of Navarre, with complaints and .quarrellings, becaufe that t 
Contrary to the inftitution of his predeceffors, and to the great 
danger of the young king, a pupil under his charge, he en- 
tertains and nourifhes a new religion. And if in this he ap* 
pear uncomplying and obftinate, the Catholic king fhall effay 
by fair promifes to draw him off from his. wicked and unhap- 
py defign, giving him fome hope of recovering bis kingdom 
of Navarre, or elfe of fome other gre.at advantage or emolu- 
ment as a recompenfe for the faid^ kingdom f. He (hall en- 
deavour to f of ten and foothe him, if poffible to retain him on 
his fide, and engage him to join with him againft the other 
author* and heads of that pernicious fed~t. If he fucceed 
herein according to wifh, the operations of the future war 
•will then be rendered more eai'y, fhort and expeditious. If he 
continue ftill obilinate notwithstanding king Philip, who is 
moil-nearly interefted in, the matter, both on * account of the 
authority beftowed on him by the holy council, and alfo in 
regard of his neighbourhood and proximity, (half admonifh 
him of his duty by kind and gracious letters, intermixing 
fome threajtenings with his promifes and flatteries. In the 
mean time fome chofen men of the kingdom of Spain (ball be 
levied and collefted together during the winter, as fecretly 
and privily as poffible : and when his fprces. are ready, he (haU 
{hen publicly declare that which he has in viewl And thui 

* This article is immediately taken from a publication entitled, Difcouri 
des Conjurations de ceux de la Maifon de Gutfe> contrc le Roy, Jon royaume % Its 
Princes de fin fang, etfes etats; printed in 1565, and republished at Rati/bene 
jn 1 7 12, among the Proofs of Satyre Menipee, t<*me iii. 

f It was propofed to give him the kingdom of Sardinia. Memoir, de Ck* 
kelnaU) /<?. i. />. 8x. 
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the king of Navarre, without an army, and taken unaware! 
will be eafily overwhelmed, although he fhould, perhaps, with 
fome tumultuary troops haftily gathered together, attempt to 
fight, or hinder his enemy from entering the country. 

But if he yield, he will eafily be driven out of his kingdom 
and with him his wife and children. But if he make head, 
or if a confiderable number of ibldiers, volunteers and without 
pay, fupport him, (for many of the fworn partizans of that 
feci may poffibly advance to retard the victory), then the duke 
of Guife (hall declare himfelf the head of the Catholic confef» 
fion, and (hall raife fome valiant foldiers, and collet all hit 
followers. He ih all alfo profs the king of Navarre in another 
quarter ; fo that being attacked on both fides at once, he. 
ftiall fall a prey* For certainly fuch a king cannot poijibly 
ftand againft two mighty chiefs, or againil two fuch puiflknt 
armies. 

The emperor and the other German princes, who are ftill 
Catholics (hall take care to ftop the pafTes into France, 
while the war is carried on there 5 for fear left the Proteftant 
princes ftould convey any forces, or fend fuccours to the faid 
king of Navarre. And for fear alfo that the cantons of 
Switzerland mould lend aisJs, it is neceffary that the cantons 
which continue ftill obedient to the Roman church, declare 
war againft the reft, and that the Pope affift thefe cantons 
•which are of his religion to the utmoft of his power, and con- 
tribute money underhand, and other things neceffary for de- 
fraying the expences of the war 

The duke of Savoy, while the war thus embroils France 
and the Swifs, (hall rufh fuddenly and unexpectedly with all 
his forces, upon the city of Geneva, on the lake of Lufanne, 
aftault it by force, and (hall not abandon it nor withdraw his 
men until he become mafter and obtain full pofTeflion of the 
faid city, putting to the point of the fword, or cafting into 
the lake every living foul who (hall be found therein, without 
any diftin&ion of fex or age : that all may be taught that the 
divine power in the end bath compenfated for the delay of the 
puniihment by the greatnefs and fevcrity of. it, and that it of* 
ten makes the children thus to fuffer, and bear, by a memora- 
ble example to all future ages, the punifhment of the wickccU 
nefs of their fathers ; and efpecially of that which they have 
committed againft religion* By which means, there is no 
ground to doubt, their neighbours, affected and ftruck with 
tfread at that cruelty, muft needs be reclaimed ; and particu- 
larly thofe who by reafon of their age or ignorance are more 
rude and fimple, and confequently more eafy to be recovered, 
all which ought to be pardoned. , 

But 



[ 4<><5 ] 

But in France for good and fufficient reafons it will be er* 
pedient to follow a different courfe, and not to pardon on any 
account whatever, or fpare the life of any one who hath for- 
merly made profeflion of the religion of that feft ; and thig 
commiflion, to extirpate all thofe of the new religion, (hall be 
given to the duke of Gfuife ; who (hall have it in charge to 
efface entirely the name; the family, and race of the Bourbons, 
for fear left any one mould at laft fpring from them who 
might take vengeance for thefe things, or reftore and fet up 
the new religion. . 

Matters being thus ordered in France, and the kingdom 
put again in its entire ancient, and priftine ttate, it will be 
neceffary, with men collected from all quarters, to invade 
Germany, and with the aid of the emperor and the btfhops, 
to render and reftore it again to the holy Apoftolic See. 
And if that war mould prove mdre obftinate and long than 
may be apprehended or wifhed, in order that it may not, 
through the want of money, be condu&ed more remifsly, or 
with greater, disadvantage, the duke of Guife, to obviate 
that inconvenience, lhall lend to the emperor and the other 
princes of Germany, and the ecclefiaftical lords, all the money 
which (hall be gathered from the fpoils and confiscation of fo 
many noble powerful and wealthy citizens as (hall be killed in 
France on account of- the new religion ; which will amount 
to a very great fum ; the faid Lord of Guife taking fufficient 
caution and fecurity, that fo he may, after the conclufion of 
the war, be reimburfed of all the money employed for that 
purpofe, from the fpoils of the Lutherans and others who 
(hall, on account of religion, be (lain in 'Germany. 

On the part of the holy fathers, that they may not appear 
deficient or negligent, in affording their aid in fuch a holy 
war, or appear fparing of their own revenue and money, they 
have agreed that the cardinals mould content therofelves with 
the annual revenue of 5 or 6,ceo crowns, and the more-opu- 
lent biftops with 2 or 3, coo at moft, and the reft of the laid 
revenues is to be be do wed by way of free gift for the fupport 
of a war which is carried on for extirpating the fe& of the 
Lutherans and Calvinifts, and for re-eftabltming the Rom»(h 
church, until the affair (hall be brought to a happy conclufion. 

And if any ecclefiaflic or clergyman has an inclination to 
take up arms in a war fo holy, the fathers have all unani- 
moufly concluded and determined that he may do fo, and en- 
rol himfelf in this war only, and that without any fcruple of 
confcience. , 

By thefe means, France and Germany being cbaftifed, 
humbled, and reduced to the obedience of the holy Roman 

church," 
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church, the fathers make no doubt but that time will furnifti 
both counfel and opportunity proper for bringing back again 
the other neighbouring kingdoms to one flock, and under one 
governor and apoftolical potior. But in the mean time, may 
it pleafe God to aid and favour their prefent defigns, fo holy 
and fo full of piety* 

No. IX. . 

The Oath or Declaration /worn by thofe of the Catholic League* 
v at Pari!) Jan. 1589. 

Tranflated from the French. (See. p. 148.) 
Extract from the Records, of Parliament. 

«'• This day all the chambers aflemblcd in prefence of the 
" princes, peers of France, prelates, . matters of requefts, 
" counfellors, advocates and procurators general, regifters 

, '*« and notaries of the court of parliament, to the number 
u of 32ft, was read the, prefent declaration in form of an' 
'• oath for confirming the union which was yefterday con- 
" eluded on, which all the faid lords have fworn and fign- 
" ed every one of them with their blood." 

DECLARATION. 

WE underwritten prefidents, princes, peer* of France, pre- 
iates, &c. — fwear and promife by God, his glorious 
mother, the angels, and faints of Paradife male and female, 
to live and die in the Catholic, Apoftolic and Roman religi- 
on, to jemi>loy our lives and goods for the prefervation of the v 
fame, without fparing any thing, even to the laft drop of our 
blood ; hoping that God the alone fearcher jef our hearts and 
wills will a(M us in fuch a holy entcrprife and refolution, in 
which we protelt we have no other aim than the honour and 
exaltation of his holy name, the defence and protection of his 
church in oppofition to thofe who openly or by fecret means 
endeavour to deftroy it, and to maintain herefy in this king- 
dom. 

We likewife fwear, that we will endeavour to the utmoft of 
our power, the fafety and prefervation of this city of Paris* 
the eftabliihment of a fure peace in it, as alfo in the other ci- 
ties and communities of the union, to the relief and comfort of 
the poor people. 

We in like manner promife and fwear to defend againft all, 

without 
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without any exception, and without regard to the dignity 0/ 
any perfons whatever, the princes, lords, prelates, the gentle- 
men inhabitants of this city, and others who are united or* 
may hereafter unite, for fuch a good and holy caufe, to main- 
tain the privileges and liberties of the three orders of the 
eftates of this kingdom, and not fuffer any injury to be done to " 
their perfons or goods, and to refill with pur whole powers, 
the attempts and defigns of thofe who have violated the pub- 
lic faith, broken the ed\& of union, the franchises and liber- 
ties of the eftates of this kingdom by the maffacre and im- 
prifonment, committed in the city of Blois the 23d and 24th 
of December laft, and to profecute to juftice by all methods, 
both the culpable authors and their adherents, and thofe who 
fhall afiift or favour them hereafter ; and in general we pro- 
mife that we will never abandon one another, nor hearken to 
any treaties, except with the common confent of all the 
princes, prelates, cities and communities of the union ; in wit' 
nefs whereof we have figned with our own hand the prefent 
declaration, made in parliament the 30th of January 1589, 
figned by the advocates and procurators, the laft day of the 
faid month. 

No. X. 

A true account of the f range and fudden death of Henry de 
Valois, which fell out by divine permtffion when he nvac at St* 
Clou, having befieged the city of Paris, the \ft day of Augufi t 
1589. Printed at Troyes in 1589, with permiffion. 

% By a Friar of the order of Dominicans. 

Tranflated from the French. (See p. 153, 154). 

r T*HERE is" not one among us who is not afTured* tipoi 
• ■* fufficient and deplorable proof, of the evil which Henry 
deValois during his reign hath procured to his fubjefts, chiefly 
to thofe whom he knew to be good and faithful Catholics* 
and consequently lovers of virtue and the public weal, and 
tnemies to the heretics and politicians of this kingdom, whom- 
he hath preferred to God, to his church, and to his honour* 
Neither can any one be ignorant of the rage he hath exercifed 
and vomited out upon the ciiies which he hath taken by 
force, dn the file of fuch, on men women and children with- 
out diftinftion, and cfpecially churchmen have luffered a erne! 
and ignominious death. Maids while yet under age and- the 
religious have been violated,- wwes forced, and churches and 
images broken, cannonaded, and held in deriiion ; the fcanfy 
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fubftance of the poor people pillaged, and the facrarnent of 
the altar (O diabolical and barbarous deed!) defiled and 
trampled under feet. So that continuing fuch mauacres, he 
made himfelf matter and tyrant both together of D'Eftampes, 
Pontoife, PoifTy, the bridge St. Clou, and the greater part of 
the neighbouring villages, defirin^ among other things to 
poflefs himfelf of the city of Paris, to whom he wimed the 
utmoft evil : which our God willing to remedy, in due time, 
for the comfort of his poor people, hath taken fuch a courfe, 
as {hews how much the divine powers furpafs human, and that 
he knows how to overthrow, by a fmall blow, his molt furioui 
adverfaries ; as you may perceive by the following account : 

A young religious Jacobin at Sens, aged only. between 
twenty-two and twenty-three years, a native of the Sorbonne 
near to Sens, and in prieftly orders, knowing the tyranny 
Which the faid Henry de Valois exercifed towards his people, 
and that, notwithstanding any excommunication denounced 
again ft him, he defifted not from his wickednefs, but more 
and more was preparing himfelf for the total ruin and com- 
buftion of the. kingdom of France, began by himfelf apart to 
bewail fuch impieties, and to deplore the calamity of the peo- 
ple, who could have nothing but lots, torment, and vexation 
under fuch a king ; and in fuch thoughts he ordinarily em- 
ployed and.confumed himfelf, praying God to extend his 
mfrcy to the poor ami&ed, who ftretched out their hands to 
him, and that he would fend them fuccour from on high, con- 
founding the enemy, that opprefled them. 

So tjhat God, hearing the prayer of this his Servant, who'fe 
name was James Clement, one night as he was in his bed, fent 
his angel to him in a yiiion, who with great light prefented 
himfelf to that religious, and (hewing him a naked fword, ad- 
drefled him in thefe words: " Brother James, I am the mef- 
'* fenger of God Almighty, and am come to certify to thee, 
*? that, by thy hand the tyrant of France mould be put to 
" death. Bethink thee, therefore, and prepare thyfelf, even 
'« as the crown of martyrdom is alfo prepared lor thee.'* — Thus 
fpoke the vifipn, and disappeared, leaving him to ruminate on 
thefe ftrange but true words. The morning came: Friar 
James again fet before his eyes the apparition of the preceding 
night, and, being doubtful what he mould do, applied to 'one 
of his friends, alio a religious*, a man very learned and well 
verfed in the holy Scripture, to whom he freely declared the 
viuon, afking him, moreover, if it was a thing difagrceable 
to God to kill a king, who had neither faith nor religion, 

* This was Father Bourgolng, his prior. Hi ft. ds Ma tig*. 
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tfnd who fought nothing but the bpprefiion of his poror Fubje&s r 
^hirlling after innocent blood, and was drenched in vices as 
much as poffible ? To whom the honed man returned for an- 
fwer, " That indeed God had (Iri&ly forbidden us to commit 
" homicide; but feeing the king, whom he meant, was a man 
#l cut off and feparated from the church, one who vaunted of 
'« his execrable tyrannies, and was determined to be the per- 
•* petual a;>d inceffant fcourge of France, he thought that 
* c whoever flvould kill him, as Judith formerly did Holopher- 
** nes, would do a thing very holy and moft commendable, 
4 < fmce he would deliver a great people from bis tyrannical 
*' oppreflion, and fet them at liberty, fecuring them at leaft 
*« from ever living more under his hard and infufferablc yoke 
" in the fame manner as the people of Ifrael were delivered 
c< from the hand of Pharaoh, when he, with his whole army>- 
44 was covered with the waves- of the fea. Nay further, in cafe 
*• he who (hould execute fuch a good work were put to death,. 
" (as could fcarce fail to be the cafe), that he fhould be mofl 
" happy, feeing the good and holy zeal wherewith he (hould 
** be moved to 66 it would not be corrupted either with evil 
*• paffion, or with money, or by any other common or vicious- 
«• means." Which words were fo agreeable to brother James, 
that he propofed, from that time forward, to give his life a 
prey for the purpofe of aecomplifhing the death of Henry de 
Valois. 

Being then refolved, he employed Wmfelf many days in 
faftb arid abflfnence, living on bread and water, made confef- 
fion, went to the communion, and received the precious body 
of our Saviour Jefus Chrift, difpofing of himfelf as a man 
who is about to render up his foul to Goof. In fine, after he 
had been at' pains to cleanfe and purge his foul, he confidered 
how and by what mean he might come to the end of his de- 
fi gn. And, as the moft expedient, determined to make ap- 
plication to a Lord, whofe name I conceal feeing he is fuffi- 
ciently known, that he might obtain letters* addrefled to Henry, 
and by that method get aecefs into his chamber. The miffivc-s 
were delivered to him, figned ahd fealed by that Lrord, who; 
-was a favourite and minion of the King, to whom he promi- 
fed to keep them fafely, and communicate them to none. And 
when he went oat from the prefence of the faid Lord, he pro- 
vided a long knife, very (harp and well pointed, which he put 
ttp in his fleevc, and having taken leave of whom he thought 
proper, went to St. Clou, where Henry at that time was with 
his camp, the King of Navarre being his lieutenant-general. 
When this good religious faw himfelf at the place, where it 
behoved him to make proof of his courage, without being in 

the* 
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the lead intimidated, after having prayed to God to condufl: 
his hand and his high enterprise, with a manly and virtuous 
heart, he addreffed the guards of the king, and in treated them, 
on Tuefday morning the ift day of Auguft, 1 589, to adver- 
tife the king, that there was a Jacobin who of neceflity deli- 
red to fpeak with hi in about affairs of importance, and to de- 
liver to hi 8 majefty a miffive, which he could not intruil in any 
other hand than his own, being fent from one of his fer varus 
from whom he had a fuperlative regard. The captain of the 
guards, that he might not appear negligent in the fervice of 
his mailer, went dire&ly to him, and let him know the defire 
of the Jacobin, with which the king was very well pleafed, 
and commanded that he (hould be brought in without delay, 
that he might hear what he mould fay. 

In confequence of this order Friar James is conduced into 
the chamber of the king, it tbe houfe of Gondy, bifhop of 
Paris, at the faid St. Clou, where the fire was lodged, who 
was then rifing and drefiing himfelf, having then put on a 
doublet of fhamoy, above which he ordinarily put the cuirafs. 
When the religious faw the king, he fell down on his knees 
humbly before him, and holding his miffive in his hand, af- 
fured him that it was feat to him from that Lord his fervant, 
who did not chufe to truft it with another than him, on ac- 
count of the importance of the matter. The king, poffibly* 
glad to hear fuch news, commanded him to approach, which 
the monk accordingly did, and having kiffed the letter, deli- 
vered it to him ; and by means of the knife, which he held 
ready, gave him fuch a ftroke in the belly, that the entrails 
came forth with the blood in great effufion. The king quick- 
ly feeing the appearance of the knife, had warded it off with 
his hand, which was a little wounded, but it hindered not the 
impetuofity of the blow, levelled ftraight, and with the whole 
force of the religious. Wherefore feeling hinjfelf thus wound- 
ed, he rufhed wich fuch vivacity upon the religious, that with 
the fame knife the faid religious was wounded in the face, and 
inftantly killed with divers blows by Henry's guards : then that 
poor monk is dripped, and {hewed naked to the view of all 
the people, to fee if any perfon could know who he was ; for 
(faid they) it is very poffible that the leaguers have dreffed a 
foldier in the habit of a monk to perpetrate fuch a murdef, 
therefore it is neceffary he be left fome time expofed to view, 
to fee if atiy will know him. Mttan time Henry do Valois is 
laid in bed, has his wounds fearched and dreffed in tbe beft 
manner poffible, fo that through all his camp it was confident- 
ly faid about mid-day, that he would in the end recover, and 
be little worfe. But they were all ailonifhed when, on Wed- 
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nefday following, the 2d day of Auguft, about two o'clock 
in the morning, when the good body, attacked by a ftrong 
fever, was feized by the deftinies, and recommending him felt 
to his great friend D'Epernon and the King of Navarre, gave 
up the ghoft, without entering Paris by a breach, as he had 
purpofed. 

'The news of that fudden death were immediately fpread 
through all the camp, and D'Epernon began to mourn and 
weep like a calf; the gentlemen of the guard to look at one 
another with arms a-crofs ; the politicians, who had pickled 
their eftates the better to preferve them, to ftand aftonifhed ; 
the Swifs to drink ; and thofe who thought to fucceed to the 
crown to laugh » n their heart, and to put befides a good face 
on a bad game, curfing the leaguers, and above all the poor 
Jacob ine, who, quite dead as he was, was drawn by four hor- 
fes, and afterwards burnt. 1 leave you to think of the evil 
which he endured in being thus treated after his death. His 
foul, neverthelefs, afcended ltraight to heaven among the blef- 
fed. As for that of Henry de Valois, I only report what took 
place, and leave the judgment of it to God. 
. Behold (gentlemen) in few words the account of the death 
of Henry de Valois, and how very opportunely that poor re- 
ligious employed himfelf for our deliverance, not fearing to 
die to fet the church and the people at liberty. I pray God 
that the like may happen to all thofe who are contrary to the 
Catholic law, and who yet continue unjuitty to befiege us* 
So be it. 



Sizain de la mort inopinee de Henrx de Valois. 

L'an mil cinq cens quatre-vingts-neuf f 
Fut mis a mort d'un couteau neuf, 
■ Henry de Valois roy de France; 
Par un Jacobin^ qui expres, 
Fut a *S. Clouy pour de bien pres> 
J Lui titer ce coup dans la pance* 

Telle vie, telle fin. 
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No. XI. 
I?RQTE station of fhc Pope againjl the Pacification of West; 

PHALIA. 

(See page 174.) 

A TRANSLATION. 

POPE INNOCENT X. 

In perpetuam ret memoriam. 

BY a zeal of the houfe of God, which continually movet 
our fpirit, wc principally apply ourfelf with care to pre- 
ferve with all integrity the orthodox faith, and the dignity 
and authority of the Catholic church, left: the ecclefiaftical 
tights, of which we are appointed the defender fey our Lord, 
ihould fuffer any damage from thofe who feek rather their 
Own interefts than thofe of God, and that we may not be ac- 
cused of negligence in the adminiftration of them which hath 
been committed to us, tirhen we fhall render an account of our 
government to the ibvereign Judge. Wherefore, it was not 
without the mod lively fentiments of grief that we have utw 
derftood, that by many articles- botk of the peace rcfpe&ivefy 
made- at Ofnaburg the 6th of Auguft, 1648, between our 
mod dear fon in (Thrift Ferdinand king of the Romans, elect- 
ed emperor, his allies and adherents on the one part, and the 
Swedes, together with their allies and adherents, on the other; 
and alfo of that which was in like manner concluded at Mun- 
tter, in Weftphalia, the 26th day of Auguft the fame year, 
between the fame Ferdinand, his allies and adherents, on the 
one hand, and our very dear ion in Jefus Chrift, Lewis, the 
moil Chriftian king of France, and hkewife his allies and ad- 
herents, on the other ; great prejudice hath been done to Ihe 
Catholic religion, to the divine worfhip, to the apoftolical 
Roman See, to inferior churches, and* to the ecclefiaftical or- 
der, as alfo to their jurifdi&iohs,' authorities* immunities, 
franchifes, liberties, exemptions, privileges, affairs, goods and 
rights : for by divers articles of one of thefe treaties of peace," 
they abandon for ever to heretics and their fucceffors, among 
others, the ecclefiaftical goods of which they were formerly • 
pofTefTed ; they permit to the heretics, who are called of the 
Augfbourg Conftffion, the free cxercife o£ .their herefy in 
various places ; they promife N to affign them places to build 
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churches for that purpofe ; they admit them with the Acho- 
lics to public offices and pods, and to certain archbilbopries, 
bifhoprics, and other ecclefiaftical dignities and benefices, and 
to a participation of the firft prayers which the Apoftolic See 
hath granted to the faid Ferdinand king of the Romans, elect 
emperor; they abolifh annats, the rights of the Pallium, con- 
firmations, the months of the Pope, and the like rights and 
referves in the ecclefiaftical goods of the faid Confeflion of 
Augfbourg : they attribute to the fecular power the confirma- 
tion of elections, or the poftulations of the pretended arch- 
bifhops, bifhops or prelates of the faid Confeflion : many arch- 
bifhoprics, bifhoprics, monafteries, provoftfhips, bailliages, 
commanderies, canonicats, and other benefices and goods of 
the church are given to heretical princes in perpetual fee, un- 
der the title of fecular dignity, with the fuppreflion of the 
ecclefiaflical denomination ; they ordain, that* againfl this 
peace, or any of thefe articles-, no laws, canonical or civil* 
common or fpecial, decrees of councils, rules of religious or- 
der, oaths; concordats with the Roman pontiffs, or any other 
ftatutcs ecclefiaftical or political, decrees, difpeniations, abfo* 
lutions, or other exceptions, ought to be alledged, heard, or 
admitted : the number of feven electors of the empire, for- 
merly fettled by the apoftolical authority, is augmented without 
our confent, and that of the faid See, and the eighth elc&o* 
rate is erected in favour of Charles-Lewis count- palatine of 
the Rhine, a heretic ; and feveral other things are ordained 
fhameful to report, very prejudicial and hurtful to the orthodox 
religion, the faid Roman See, to fubordinate' churches, and 
others above named. And although the venerable brother 
Fabio, bifhop of Narde, our nuncio extraordinary, and of 
faid See along the Rhine, and in Low Germany, hath pub- 
licly protefted in our name, and in name of faid See in the 
execution of our orders, that thefe articles having been rafhly 
fettled by perfons who had no power to do fo, were void, null 
and unjuft, and ought to be held for fuch every where ; and 
though it be a law notorious, that every tranfa&ion or paction 
made about ecclefiaftical matters, without the authority of the 
faid See, is null, and of no force or validity ; neverthelefs, that 
a remedy may be more effe&uajly provided to the indemnity 
of the above, and being willing to provide it, according to 
the duty of the paftoral office committed to us from on high, 
Cr. — We, of our own accord, and from our own certain know- 
ledge and mature deliberation, and from the plenitude of ec- 
clefiaftic power, fay and declare by thefe prefents, that the 
forefaid article^f one of thefe treaties, or of both of them, 
and all the other things contained in the faid treaties, which 
ja. any refpeft whatever hurt or bring the leaft prejudice, or 
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which may be faid, underftood, pretended or eileemed to bf 
able to hurt, or to have hurt in any manner the Catholic reli- 
gion, the divine worihip, the falvation of fouls, &c. with all 
that hath followed or (hall v follow thereupon, have been of 
right, are, and (hall be, perpetually null, void, invalid, wick- 
ed, unjull, condemned, reprobated, frivolous, without force 
and effect, and that no perfon is bound to obferve them, or 
any of them, even though they (liquid be fortified by an oath; 
aatl whofoever hath thence acquired, or may or (hall acquire* 
or ever arrogate to himfelf any right, or deed, or coloured ti- 
tle, or caufe of prescription, even though pofieffion (hould fol- 
low thereupon during a very long and immemorial time, with- 
out any challenge or interruption ; — t{iey alfo are to be re- 
puted for ever as having no exiftence, or as having never been 
made or eftablilhed. And yet for greater precaution, and as 
far as is needful, of the fame, free motion, knowledge, deli- 
beration, and plenitude of power, we condemn, reprobate", 
cafs and annul, and deprive of all force and effect the faid ar- 
ticles, and all other things prejudicial to the above, as afore 1 - 
faid, and proteft again ft them, and of their nullity before God : 
and likewife, fo far as is needful, we reftore, remit, and rein- 
tegrate fully whatever regards the affairs of the Apoftolical 
and Roman See 1 , dr. — We likewife ordain, that, under no 
pretence whatever, can thefe prefent letters, or any of their 
contents, at any time, be debated, invalidated, retracted, cal- 
led into judgment or controverfy, reduced to the terms of 
law, charged with vicious fubreption, obreption, nullity or 
invalidity, or of want of our intention,, or of any other fub- 
ftantial defect not imagined, however great foever, or on any 
other head refulting from right or faA, ordinance or ouftoni, 
under whatever colour, pretext, reafon, or occaiion it may 
b»! ; — but that they are and (hall be always valid, firm, and 
effectual, (hall produce and obtain their full and entire effect, 
and (hall be, for the time to come, inviolably obferved by all 
thofe to whom they appertain or (hall appertain in -my manner 
whatever ; and that thus, and not otherwife, the ordinary 
judges, and the auditors delegated from the apoftolical pa- 
lace, the cardinals, legates a latere* and the nuntios of th« 
holy Roman church, and all others, whatever authority they 
prcfently exercife, or for the time being, ought in this man- 
ner, always and every where, to judge and decide in all the 
things above mentioned, depriving them and every one of 
them of the power and authority to judge, declare, and inter- 
pret otherwise, declaring null and of no efTedl whatever may 
be attempted againft thefe prefents, of deliberate purpofe or 
ill ignorance, by whorn, and of what authority foever, nor- 
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with (landing of all that is above, and all anpftolical coriftitii- 
tions and ordinances, whether general or fpecial, even thofe 
Which have been publifbed in general councils, and not with- 
(landing alfo, fo far as needful our rule, and that of the apo- 
ftolical chancery, de mn tollcndo jure quafito, and the conftitu* 
tion of Pope Pius IV. of happy memory, our predeceflbr, 
touching favours concerning any intereft of the apoftolical 
chamber, which ought to be prefented and regiftcred in faid 
chamber in a certain time there expreffed ; fo that it is not, at 
all neceflary that thefe prefents (hould be at any time prefent- 
ed and regiftered therein,, notwithstanding alfo all laws impe- 
rial and municipal, and all ftatutes, ufages, and cuftoms, 
though immemorial, privileges, indults, concefiions, and apo- 
ftolical letters* fortified* either by oath, or by apoftolical con- 
iirmation, or by any other fecurity, and granted to any places' 
or perfons whatever, clothed with the imperial or* royal dig- 
nity, or any other dignity whether ecclefiaftical or fecular, and 
•qualified in any other manner whatever, &£.— - To all which 
and every one of which we derogate, and. will that it (hould 
be derogated fpecial! y and exprekly, and 'from all other things 
Whatever, contrary hereunto, £rc. 

Given at Rome at St. Mary Major, under the Fifher'i 

Ring, the 26th day of November, in the year 1648, 

and the 5 th of our pontificate. 

M. A. Maraldus. 

' No. XII. 

Letter of Lewis XIV. U the Prince-EIeftor Duke of Branderi- 
burgh. 

Brother, 

I Would riot have difcourfed the matter you write to me 
about, on behalf of my iubjetfs of the pretended reformed 
religion, with any other prince befides yourfelf. But, to fbew 
you that particular efteem I have for you, 1 {hall begin with 
telling you, that fome perfons, difaffeded to my fervice, have 
ipread {editions pamphlets among Grangers, as if the afts and 
fedi&s that were pafled in favour of my faid fubjecls by the 
kings my predeceffors, and confirmed by myfelf, were not 
kept and executed in my dominions 5 which would have been 
contrary to my intentions ; for I take care, that they be main- 
tained in all the privileges whi<*h have been granted them, 
and be as kindly ufed as my other fubjecls. To this I am en- 
gaged both by my royal word, and in acknowledgment of 
the proofs they have given of their unfpotted' loyalty during 

the 
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tie late troubles, in which they took up arms for my fervice," 
and did vigoroufly oppofe, and . fuccefsfully overthrow thofe 
ill defigns which a rebellious party were contriving within ray 
own dominions again ft my royal authority. I pray God to 
take you, brother, into his protection, 

Louis* 

ko. XIIL 

iTfo Preamble and part of the Edict of the fame Kfng> Jorbidding 
all public exercife of the Reformed Religion in France. 

(Seep. 131, 177, i£i.). 

LEWIS, by the grace of God t king of France and Navarre^ 
to all prefent and to come, Greeting. Whereas King 
henry the Great, our grandfather of glorious memory, ha-, 
ying procured a peace for his fubjects, after thofe great loiTes 
they had fuftairied during the civil and foreign wars, endea- 
voured that it might not be difturbcd upon the account of the 
pretended reformed religion, as it had fallen out in the reigns 
of his predecefTors, had therefore by his edict, given at Nantes 
m the month of April 1588, eftablifhed fuch meafures as 
fliould be obferved with reference to thofe of the faid religion* 
the places in whi'ch they might exercife it ; and ordained ex- 
traordinary judges for the miniftring of juftice to them, and 
finally had provided alfo by fpecial articles whatfoever he 
conceived needful to maintain tranquillity in his kingdom, 
and to diminifh that averfion which had arifen between per- 
fons of the one and other religion, that fo he might be the 
better enabled to carry on his delign of reuniting them unto 
the church, who had been too eafily eftranged from it. And 
forafmuch as this intention of the forefaid king could not, by 
reafon of his fudden death, be accompliihed, and the execu- 
tion of the faid edict was alfo interrupted during the minority 
of the late king, our moft honoured lord and father* of glo- 
rious memory, by reafon of the new enterprises of thole of 
the pretended reformed religion, fo that occafion was taken 
to deprive them of divers privileges which had been granted 
them by the faid edict. Neverthelefs, the laid king, — ufing 
his. ufual clemency, did yet vouchfafe them a new edict at 
Niunes in July 1629, by means whereof peace being again 
reftored, the faid late king, animated with the fame ipirit of 
zeal for religion as the king our grandfather, had refolved to 
improve to the utmoft this peace, by endeavouring to bring 
this godly defign into practice : but the foreign wars falling 
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out a few years after, in fuch a manner that from the year 
1635 until the truce concluded with the princes of Europe in 
1*84, the kingdom having but little reft, it was fcarce poffi- 
ble to do any thing for the advancement of religion, uniefs it 
were to diminifh the numbers of the churches belonging to 
thofe of the pretended reformed religion, by interdicting fuch 
as had been built contrary to the orders of the faid edict, and 
by fuppreflion of the Mixt Chambers, which were erected only 
provifionaliy. 

God having at laft granted to our people the enjoyment of 
a perfect peace, and we alfo not being occupied with thofe 
cares to protect them againll our enemies, and being able to 
improve this truce, which we effected for this very end, that 
we might wholly apply ourfelves to feek out fuch means 
whereby we might accomplilh fuccefsfully the defign of the 
faid kings our father and grandfather, upon which alfo we 
entered as toon as we came to the crown, we sow lee, 
'' and, according to our duty* lhank God for it, that our cares 
have at laft obtained that end we had propounded to our- 
felves, inafmuch as the far greater and better part ofsour fub- 
jects of the faid pretended reformed religion have embraced 
the Catholic. And inafmuch as hereby the execution of the. 
edict of Nantes, and of whatfbever elfe hath been ordained in 
favour of the 'faid pretended reformed religion, is become ufe- 
lefs, we have judged, that we could do nothing better to- 
wards the total blotting out of the remembrance of thofe 
troubles, confufions, and mifchiefs, which the progrefs of 
that falfe religion had caufed in our kingdom, and which cc- 
cafioned that edict, and ieveral other edicts and declarations 
which had preceded it, or had oeen, in confequence thereof, 
enacted, than totally to revoke the faid edict of Nantes, and 
the fpecial articles which, iu purfuance of }t, had bean con- 
ceded, and whatever elfe had been done in favour of that faid 
religion. 

We therefore make known, that for thefe caufes, and 
others thereunto us moving, and of our certain knowledges, 
full power, and royal authority, we have by this prefent* per- 
petual, and irrevocable edict, fupprefled and revoked, we do 
fupprefs and revoke the edict of the king our faid grandfather, 
given at Nantes, in its whole extent, together with thofe fpe- 
cial articles ordained the fame year, and the letters -patent 
expedited thereupon, and the edict given at Nifmes 1629; we 
declare them null ami void, and as if they had never been, 
together with all grants made as well by them, as by other 
edicts, declarations, and decrees to thofe of the faid' pretend- 
ed reformed religion, of what kind locver they may be, which 
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thai] in like' manner be reputed as if they had never been ; and 
in confequence hereof we will, and ic is our pleafure, that ail 
the temples of thofe of the laid religion, fituafed within our 
kingdom, countries, lands, and lordihips of our fubjedhon, 
fhall be immediately demolilhed. 

We forbid our faid fubjeds of the faid pretended reformed 
religion any more to afTemble themfelves, tor exerciie of their 
faid religion, in any place or private houfe, under any pre- 
tence whatfoever, yea and nil real exercifes, or fuch as were 
in lord (hips, although the faid exercifes had been maintained 
by the decrees of our council. 

We commarid all minifters of the pretended reformed reli- 
gion, who will not turn from it and embrace the Catholic, 
% apoftolic, . and Roman religion, to depart our kingdom and 
the lands of our dominion within a fortnight after the publica- 
tion of this our prefent edicl, and not to tarry beyond that 
time, or during that faid fortnight, to preach, exhort, or per- 
form any function of their minhtry upon pain of being fent to 
the gallics. 

We forbid all private fchools for the inftru&ion of the 
children of thofe of the faid pretended reformed religion, and 
generally all other things whatfoever, that may bear the fign 
of privilege or favour to that faid religion. 

And, touching the children that (hall be born of thofe of 
the faid pretended reformed religion, our will is, that for 
time to come they be baptized ,by the curates of their parifh- 
es ; commanding their fathers and mothers for that purpofe 
'to fend them to their churches, on penalty of being fined ' 
500 livres, or a greater fum 5 and thole children fhall hence- 
forth be brought up in the Catholic, apoftolic, and Roman 
religion. And we moll ftriclly command all the judges of 
thofe refpe&ive places to fee that this be executed. 

And we do mod ftrictly again repeat our prohibitions unto 
all our fubje&s of the (aid pretended reformed religion, that 
neither they, nor their wives nor children, do depart our 
kingdom, nor tranfport their goods and effects, on pain, for 
men fo offending, of their being fent to the gallies, and of 
confiscation of bodies and goods for the women. 

We will, and give them to know, that all declarations, 
publiiaed againft the relapfed, fhall be executed according to 
their form and tenor.. 

And furthermore, thofe of the faid pretended reformed 
religion, till fuch time as it (hall pleafe God to illuminate 
them as others have been, may abide in the towns and places 
of our kingdom, and continue their traffic, and enjoy their 
goods, without being troubled or hindered, becaufe of the 
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faid pretended reformed religion ; provided, as before, tJ*ej ; 
do not exercife it, nor affemble themfelves on pretence of 
prayers, or of any manner of worfhip, according to that faid 
religion, on the penalties before mentioned, of confifcation 
of bodies and goods. 

Given at Fountainbleau, October 1685, and in the 454 
year of bur reign. 

(Signed) Vifa> Lc Tellier. 

LOUIS. ; By the King. 

Colbert. 

No. XIV. 

%he Pope*/ Letter of Congratulation to the French, King, upon 
the Revocation of the Edit! of Nantes. 

(See p, 130.) 

Innocent XL to our deareft Son in Chrifl, Lewis XIV. tbetnojk 
Cbriftian king of France'. J - 

Our deareft Son in Chrifty 

SINCE, above all tfce reft of thofe illuftrious proofs whic^ 
do abundantly declare the natural inbred piety of your 
Majefty, that noble zeal, and worthy the moil Chriftian king, 
is moft ctinfpicuous ; with which, being ardently inflamed,' 
you have wholly abrogated all thofe conditions that werq 
favourable to the heretics of your kingdom, and, by mod 
wife decrees fet forth, have excellently provided for the pro- 
pagation of the orthodox belief, as our beloved foil, and your 
ambaffador with us, the noble Duke d'E drees, hath decla- 
red to us ; — we thought it was incumbent upon us moft 
largely to commend that excellent piety of yours, by the re- 
markable and lading tedimony of thefe our letters, and to, 
congratulate your Majefty on that accefHon of immortal com- 
mendation which you have added to all your other exploits 
by fo iiludrious an act of this kind. The Catholic church (hall 
mod aiTu redly record in her facred annals a work of fuch de- 
votion towards her, and celebrate your name with never- 
dying praifes : but* above all, you may mod delervedly pro- 
rhife to yourfelf an ample retribution from the divine good- 
nefs for this mod excellent undertaking, and may reft allured, 
that we fhall never ceafe to pour "forth our moft earned 
prayers to that divine" goodnefs for this intent and purpofe. 
The reft you fhall underftand from our venerable brother 
•' — -.<•-• -^ •• • Aogdoj 
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Angelo, archbifliop of Genua. Jn the mean time we greet 
iou mod kindly with our apoftolical benediction. 

Given at Rome the 13th of November, in the 10th vear 
of our pontificate. 

No. XV. 

Sentence of Excommunication againfi all adhering to the lati 

peace> and thofe bearing ar?/ts for the heretics of Ireland* or 

<who aid and atjlfl them. ' 

J$y John Baptifta l^ivubcini archbifliop and prince of Firmane> 

and the Eccleftafiical Congregation of both the clergy of tki 

kingdom of Ireland. 

Tranflated from the Latin. 
(See page 147.) 

THE minifter of God (as faith the oracle of truth) if not 
girt with the fword in vain $ for he is a revenger to cxe? 
^ute wrath on them who do evil, and the rcwarder of fuch at, 
po good. Hence it is that, by our former decrees* we have 
declared to the world our opinion and juft indignation againft 
the late peace concluded and proclaimed at Dublin, not only 
- in its nature, as bringing prejudice and diffraction to religion 
and the kingdom, but a6 contrary to the oath of alfociation 1 
and at the fame time againft the contrivers and adherents to 
the faid peace. In the profecution of which decrees, bein<r 
obliged to unfheath the fpiritual fword, we, to whom God 
hath committed the power of binding and looting on earth, 
gathered together in the Holy Spirit, following the footfteps, 
and imitating the examples of many venerable and holy pre- 
lates deceafed, and clothed with the authority of the facred 
canons of holy church, founded in the holy Scripture, that 
they may be cut off from among us 'who do this deed, — by the 
power of our Lord Jefus, deliver thefc perfons to Satan 5 
that is, we excommunicate, curfe, and anathematize all tboff 
who, after the publication of this our decree, or after 
they come to the knowledge of it privately or publicly, 
ftiall defend, adhere unto, or approve the juftice of the faid 
peace, cfpecially thofe bearing arms, confederating or hoftile- 
ly joining with, for, or in name of the Puritans or other 
heretics in Dublin/ Cork, or in other parts of this kingdom, 
or who by themfelves, or by their appointment, bring, fend, 
or (hall afford them any afiiftance, fuccours, or relief in pro* 
vifions, arms, or any contributions whatever,, or who by coun«» 
(el or any manner whatever, may promote that peace or war 
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egainft us. All* fuch, and every one of them, we, by the pre- 
•fent, decree, declare, and pronounce excommunicated, ipfi 
faSlo, left we fhould be circumvented by Satan ; for «u/> are not 
ignorant of his devices* 

Given at Kilkenny in the palace of our refidence, the 5th of 
October, in the year 1 646. Subfcribitur J/c, 

Johannes Baptista, Archiepifcopus Fir?nanus f 
Nuntius Apojlolicus. 

No. XVI. 

An Excommunication pronounced by Philip Dunn, a Popi/h 
bijliop in Ireland, again/} Francis Freeman, *who embraced the 
Protefiant religion in 1 765. 

Found among the biihop's papers at his houfe in the county 
of Wicklow. 



BY the authority of Gobj the Father Almighty, and the 
bltfTed Virgin Mary, and of St. Peter and St. Paul, and 
all the holy faints, we excommunicate Francis Freeman, late 
of the county of Dublin, but now of Juck-mill in the county 
of Wicklow, that in fpite of God and St, Peter, and in fpite 
^of all the holy faints, and in fpite of our moll holy father the 
Pope, (God's vicar .on earth), and in fpite of our right reve- 
rend father in God, Philip Dunn ourdiocefan, and worfhipful 
canons, who ferve God daily ; hath apoftatifed to a raoft dam- 
nable reh'gion, full of herefy and, blafphemy; excommunica- 
ted let him be, and delivered over to the Devil, as a perpetual 
malefaclor and fchifmatic ; accurfed let him be in ail cities, 
and in all towns, in fields, in ways, in yards, in houses, and 
in all other places, whether lying or riling, walking or run- 
ning, leaning or ftanditig, waking or fleeping, eating or 
drinking, or what foe ver thing he does: befides\ we feparatc 
him from the threfliold and all good players of the church \ 
from the participation of the holy Jefu3 , from all fa era men t8, 
chapels, and altars; from the holy bread aud holy water; 
from all the merit of God's holy pn'clks and religious men, an'd 
from their cloyfters, and ail pardons, privileges, grants, and 
immunities which all the holy Popes have granted them j and 
we give him over utterly to the fiend; and let him quench hit 
foul, when dead, in the pains of hell-fire, as this candle is 
quenched and put out. And let us pray to God, our Lady, 
St. Peter, and St. Paul, that all the fenfes of his body may 
fail, as now the light of this candle is gone ; except he come, 
on light .hereof, and openly coafefs his damnable herefy and 

blafphemy, 
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blafphemy, and by repentance make amends, as much as in 
him lies, to God, our Lady, St. Peter, and the worfhipful 
company of this church ; and as die ftaff 'of this holy crgfs 
now fulls down, fo may he, except he recants and repents. 

(Signed) Philip Dunn. 

No. XVII. 

The Oath ^Allegiance appointed to be taken by King James I. 
of England. 

(See p. 234.) 

I A. B. do truly and fincerely acknowledge, profefs, teftify, 
and declare in my confeience, before God and the world, 
that our foveraigne Lord King James is lawful and rightful king 
of this realme, and of all other his majefty's dominions and 
countreyes, and that the Pope, neither of himfclf or by any 
authority, by the church and See of Rome, or by any other 
xneune8 with any other, hath any power or authority to depofc 
the king, or to difpofe of any of his Majefty's dominions or 
kingdomes, or to authorize any forraigne prince to invade or 
annoy hirn or his countreyes, or to difcharge any of his fub- 
jc&s, of their alleagiance and obedience to his Majefty, or to 
give licence or leave to any of them to bear armes, raife tu- 
mults, or to offer any violence or hurt to his Majefty's royal 
* perfon, (late, or government, or to any of his Majefty's fiib- 
jt&8 within his Majefty's dominions. 

Alfo I do fwear from my heart, that not with (landing any 
declaration or fentence of excommunication or deprivation 
made or granted, or to be made or granted, by the Pope or 
his fucceflburs, or by any authority derived, Or pretended to 
be derived, from him or his See, againft the faid king, his 
aires or fucceflburs, or any abfolution of the faids fubjeda 
from their obedience ; I will bear faith and true allegiance to 
his Majefty, his aires and fuccefiburs, and him and them will 
defend to the uttermoft of my power, againft all confpiracits 
and attempts whatfoever, which (hall be made againft his or 
their perfones, their crowne and dignity, by reafone, or colour 
of any futh fentence, and declaration, or otherwife ; and will 
do my befl endeavour to difclofe and make known unto his 
Majefty, his aires and fuccefiburs, all treafons, or treitours, or 
confpiracies, which I (hall know or hear of to be againft him 
or any of them. And 1 do furder fwear, that I do from my^ 

heart 
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ne*art abhdre, deteft, and abjure as impious ana heretical; 
this damnable do&rinc and pofition, that princes which be 
excommunicated or deprived by the Pope may be depofed, or 
murdered by their fubje&s or any other whatfomever. And I 
dp belieVc, and in conscience am refolved, that neither the 
Pope, nor any perfon whatfomever, hath power to abfolve me 
of this oath, or any part thereof, which I acknowledge, by 
good and lawful authority* to be lawfully mini it red unto me ; 
and do renounce all pardons and difpcnfations to the contrary. 
And all thefe things I do planely and fincerely acknowledge,' 
and fwear according to thefe expreffe words by me fpoken, and. 
according to the plane and common ienfe and underilandtng of 
the fame words, without any equivocation, mental evaflon, or 
fecrct referyation whatsoever. And I do make this recogni- 
tion and acknowledgment heartily, willingly, and truly, upoa 
*$^ the true faith of a Chriitian. So help me God. 



•tf 



No. ^xvni. 

The Judgment of the Archbijhops and Btfhops ofjr'eland, eat? 
cerning the Toleration ^/"Popery, in 1626. 

(Seep. 341.) 

THE religion of the Papifts is fuperftitidus and idolatrous; 
their faith and do&rine erroneous and heretical ; their 
eh arch, in refpeft of both, apoftatical. To give them, there- 
fore, a toleration, or to confent that they may freely exercife 
their religion, and profefs their faith and doctrine, is a grie- 
yous fin, and that in two refpe&s j for, 

Firft, It is to make ourfelves acceflary not only to their fu- 
perftitionp, idolatries, herefies, and, in a word, to all the abo- 
minations of Popery, but alfo (which is a confeqnent of the 
former) to the perdition of the feduced people, which perifa 
n the deluge of the Catholic apoftacy.' 

Secondly, To grant them a toleration, in refpeft of any 
money to be given, or contribution to be made by them, is to 
fet religiou to fale, and with it the fouls of the people, whom* 
Chrift our Saviour hath redeemed with his moft precious 
blood.— And as it is a great fin, fo alfo a matter of moft dan*, 
gerous cbnfequence, the confideration whereof we commend 
to' the wife and judicious ; befeeching the zealous God of 
truth to make them who are in authority zealous of God's 
glory/ and of the advancement of true religion ; zealous, re- 

folute, 



£ 4*S 3 

tolutc, and couragidus againft all Popcrft fuperftiUon, and 

idolatry. Amen. 

(Signed) 

y*. Arytachanus, Rich. Cork $ Cfojne, Ro/ffts 

Mai. Ca/bleu, And. Alack adcn/l 

Anth. Medenfis, IT fa. Kilmers and ArdJgh % 

*Tko. Herpef. and LdgUin^ Tkeo. Dromore 9 

Ro. Dunen/u, £fc. Mich. Waterford and Lyfah 

Geo. Derenf Fran. Lymeric. 

No. XIX. 

T?be firfl Covenant for Reformation ef Religion in Scotland* 

(Step. 3«6.) 

WE perceaving how Sathan in his memberit r the Anti- 
chriftis of our tyrae, cruellie doth rage, feiking to 
dou nth ring and diftroy the evangell of Chrift, and his congre- 
gatioun, aught, according to our. boundin dewtie* to ftryve in 
pur maijtcris caus* evin unto the deitbe, being certain of the 
vifitorie in him: the quhilk ourdewtie bejug'weill confidderit* 
toe do promeis befoir the Majeftie of God and' his c,ongrega* 
tioun, that we, be his graice, fall with all diligence continu- 
ifcllie apply our haill powers fubftance, and our very lyves, to 
taanteine, fet ford ward, and efUbUfti the moft bliffit word of 
■ God, and his congregatioun ; a#d fall labour at ourpoffibi- 
> lity to have fajthfull minifteris» puirlie and trewlie to minifter 
;Chriftis evangell and facramentis to his pepill. We fall main*, 
tein thame, riurifche thame, and defend thame, the haill conv 
gregatioun of Chrift, and every member thairof, at our haill 
poweris and wairing of our lyves, againft Sathan and all 
wicked power that dois intend tirrannie or trubill againft the 
foirfaid congregatioun. Unto the quhilk holie word and con- 
gregatioun we do joy a us ; and alfd dois renunce and forfaik 
~* the congregatioun of Sathan, with all the fuperftitionis, ab- 
bominatiounis, and idolatry thairof: and, mairover, (all de- 
clare ©urfelfis manifeftlie enemies thairto. Be this our fayth- 
ful promeis befoir God, teftified to his congregatioun, be our 
fubferiptioun at thir prefenB. At Edinburgh* the 3d day of 
J^cember, 1J57 yeirs. God caillit tQ wjtnes. 
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No. XX. 

*Thefccond Covenant for Reformation of Religion in Scotland: 

fk T Perthc the laft day at Maii % the yeir of God 1 5 59, the 
** congregatioon of Fyfe, Petthe, Dundie, A ngttt, Mernis 
and Montrois, being conveinit in the town of Perthe* in the 
name of Jefus Chrift, for fur thfet ting of his glory,' under* 
{landing nathing mair neceflar for the lam, than to kelp ane 
conftant amitie, nnitie and fellowship togither, according as 
they ar commandit be God, ar confiddcrat, and becume 
bundih and obleift, in the prefens of God, to concurre.and 
affift togither, in doing all thingis required of God in his. 
fcrtpture, that may be to his glofie ; and that thair haill 
powers to deftroy, and away put all thingis that dois dishonour 
to his name ; fo that Qod may be puiflre and trewlie wor- 
fchipped. And in cais, that only truble beis intendit againft 
the faidis congregatiounis, or ony part, or member thairdf, 
the haill congregatioun fall concurre, affift, and convein to- 
gidder, to the defence of the fam congregatioun, or perfone 
trubled ; and fall not fpair labourts, guidis, fubllances, bodies, 
and lyves in manteining the liberties of the haill congregatioun, 
and everie member thairbf, againft quhatfoevir power that fall 
intend the faid truble, for caus of religioun, or any other can? 
. depending thairapon, or layed to their charge under pretence 
thairof, althocht it happin to be colloured with* ony other 
outward caus. In witnefiing and teftimonie of quihilkis, the 
haill congrcgatiaunes -foirfaids hes ordeyned, and appointit 
the nobillmen, and perfones underwritten, to fubferyve tmV 
prefens. 

No. XXI. 

Another Covenant for Reformation $ called the lafi Batiiai 

Uith. 

AT Edinburghe, the 27th day of Aprill in the yeir of God 
15.60 yeirs, we, whoie names ar underwritten, have prb- 
mitted and oblifched our felfis faythfully, in the prefena of 
God, and be thir prefentis promitts, that vie altogether in 
generall, and every ane of us in fpecial by himfelf, with ou* 
\bodles, gudes, friends, and all that we may do, fall fet for- 
ward the reformation of religioun, according to God's word* 
and procure, by all means poffible, that the truth of God's 

word 
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word may have free paflage within this realme, with dew ad* 
miniftration of the facraments, and all things depending upon 
the faid word. And ficklyke deiply weymg with our lelfis 
the mifbehaviour of the Frenche minifteris here, the untol- 
lerabill oppreffion committed be the Frenchemen of weir upon 
the puir iubje&is of this realm, by mantenance of the quern 
dowager, under colour and pretence of authority, the tyrran- 
ny of their captanes and leaders, and manifeft danger of con- 
quett in whiche the cuntry prefently ftands, be reffoun of 
divers fortifications upon the fea coaft, and under novelties 
^of lait attempted be thame ; promitt that we fall, every one 
■with uther, as weijl as altogither, with the quein of England's 
armie prefently cum in for our deliverance, effe&ually con- 
curre, joyn togither, taking and hald plain parte for expulfion 
of the faids ftrangears, oppreflburs of our liberty furth of this 
realme, and recoverie of our ancient liberties and freedomes, 
to the end that in time cuming We may, under the obedience 
of the king and quein o.ur fpveranes, be onely rolled be the 
lawis and cuftomes of the cuntry, and borne men of the land; 
and that nevir. que of us fall have.privy intelligence by wryt- 
ting, menage, or communicatipun with ony of our faids ene- 
mies, or adverfarie8 in this caus, but by the advyfe of the reft 
(at leaft qf fyve) of the counfail. 

Attour yet, we fall tender the . common causi as if it war 
the caus of eve/y ane of us in particular ; and that the caufes 
of every ane of us now joynt togither, being- honeft and law- 
ful, fall be all our caufes in generall ; and he that is enemy to 
the caufes foirfaids, fall fee enemy to us all, in, {a far, that 
quhatfpcvir perfone will planely refift tt>ir ojur godly inter- 
prifes, and will not concure, as ane gude and true member of 
this commoun-welthe, we fall fortifie the authority of thje 
counfaill, to reduce them to thair dewty. Lykas we fall for- 
tifie the authority foirfaid of the counfaill, in alf things tend* 
ing to the furtherance of the faid caufes. And if any parti- 
cular debait, quarrell or contraverfie fall aris, tor qufyatfocvir 
caufes bygone, prefent or to cum, betwixt any of us (as God 
forbid) in that cais, we fall fubmit our felfis and our faids 
queftions to the decifion of the counfaill or to arbitratours to 
be maid be thame, $c. provyding a) way is, that this be nqt 
prejudiciall to ordinar jurifdi&iouii of juges ; bot that men 
may perfew thair a&iounes by ordour of law civilly or crfm}?. 
nally as they pleis, 

3 H t . No. XXII* 
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No. XXII, 

7& Natjonl C6v«hart i or the Confession ^Fait*, 

Subfcribed at firft by the king's majefty and his houfehold i* 
the year 158© ; thereafter by perfons of all ranks in the 
year icti^by ordinance of the lords of fecret council, a-nd 
a£U of the general affembly. StjJ>fcribed again by all fort* 
of perfons in the year 1590, by a new ordinance of coun- 
cil, at the defire of the general affembly, with a . genera) 
bond lor the maintaining of the true Chriftian religion, and 
the king's perfon ; and, together with a refolution and pro*- 
mife, to maintain the true religion, and the king's majefty* 
according to the forefaid confeffion and a6b of parliament* 
fubfcribed by barons* nobles, gentlemen,; burgefles, mini-, 
fters, and commons, in the year 163$^ Approven by the 
general affembly 1638 and 1639 ; and fubfcribed again by 
perfons of all ranks and qualities in the year 1639, by' an. 
ordinance of council, upon the fuppiicatfon of the general 
irflembly, and ad of the general affembly. Ratified by an, 
a& of parliament 164c ; and fubfcribed by king Charles, 
II. at Spcy, June 23, 1650, and at Scopn, January i % 
165 1. (See p. 235). 

TI/E all and every one of us underwritten, proteft, That* 
*^ *fter long and due examination of ojur own con- 
fbiencea, in matters of true and falfe religion, we aire no* 
thoroughly refolved in the truth by the word and Spirit of 
God : and therefore we believe with our hearts, confefs .with, 
our mouths, fubferibe with our hands, and conjlantly affirm, 
before God and the #hole world, That this on.lv is the true 
"Christian faith and religion pleaiung God, and bringing fal- 
Tation to man, which now is, by the mercy of God, revealed 
to the world by the preaching of tin; bleffed evangel * and is. 
Received; SeJieved* and defended by many and fundry notable 
Kirks and realrns, but chiefly by the kirk of Scotland* the 
Sing's majefty, and 1 three eftates of this realm, as God's eter- 
nal truth, and only ground of our falvation j as more pirticu- 
larjy is expreffed in the confefiibn of o*r faith, eilabKmed and 
"publicly confirmed by fundry a&s of parliaments, add now of 
a long time hath been openly profefTed by the king's majefty, 
and whole, body of this realm both in burgh and land. ' To 
• the which confeffion and form of religion we willingly agree 
in our conference in all points, as unto God's undoubted 
tftth and verity, grounded only upon his wrijjen word. And 

therefor.^ 
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therefore we abhor and detefl: all contrary religion and doc* 
trine ; but chiefly all kind of Papiftry in general and particu* 
Jar heads, even as they are now damned and confuted by the 
word of God, and kirk of Scotland : but in fpecial we detefl; 
and refqfe the ufurped authority of that Roman Ant ich rift 
upon the fcriptures of God, upon the kirk, the civil magi-* 
fixate, and conferences of men : all his tyrannous laws made 
upon indifferent things againft our Chriftian liberty : his er- 
roneous doctrine againft the fufficiency of the written word, 
the perfection of the law, the office of Chrift, and bis Wefled 
evangel : his corrupted doctrine concerning original fin, our 
natural inability and rebellion to God's law, our juftification 
by faith only, our imperfect fanctification and obedience to 
the law ; the nature, number, and ufe of the holy facra* 
ments : his five baftard facraments, with all his rites, cere* 
^monies, and falfe doctrine, added to the mi nitration of the 
true facraments without the word of God ; his cruel judgment 
againft infants departing without the facrament : his abfolute 
peceffity of baptifm : his blafphemous opinion of tranfubftan- 
tiation, or real prefencc of Chrift's body in the elements, and 
receiving of the fame by the wicked, or bodies of men: his 
difpenfations with folemn oaths, perjuries, and degrees of 
marriage forbidden in the word ; his cruelty againft the in- 
nocent divorced ; his devilifh, mafs : his blafphemous prieft* 
hood : his profane facrifice fof the fins of the dead and the 

2uick : his canonization of men ; calling upon angels, or 
upts departed ; wormipping of imagery, relics and crofies j 
dedicating of kirks, altars, days ; vows to creatures : his 
purgatory, prayers for the dead $ praying or fpeaking in a 
ftrange language ; with his proceffions and blafphemous li- 
tany, and multitude of advocates or mediators $ his mani- 
fold orders, auricular confeffion : his defperate and uncertain 
repentance : his general aud doubtfome faith : his fatisfa&iona 
of men for jheir fins : his juftification by works, opus opera- 
turn, works of fupererogation, merits, pardons, peregrina- 
. tions, and ftations : his holy water, baptizing of bells, conju* 
ring of fpirits, crofting, fayhing, anointing, conjuring, half 
lowing of God's good creatures, with the fuperftitious opi- 
nion joined therewith : his worldly monarchy, and wicked 
hierarchy: his three folemn vows, with all his fhavellings of 
fundry forts; his erroneous and bloody decrees made at. Trent, 
with all the fubferibers or approvers of that cruel and bloody 
fcand, conjured againft the kirk of God. And, finally, we 
detefl all his vain allegories, rites, figns and traditions, 
broughc in the kirk without or againft the word of God, and 
do&rine of this true reformed kirk : to the which we join. 

ourfe>ee 
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ourfclres willingly, in do&rine, faith, religion, difcipline, and[ 
and ufe of the holy facraments, as lively members of the fame 
in Chrift our head : promifing and fwearing by the great 
name of the LORD OUR GOD, That we mall continue in 
the obedience of the do&rine and difcipline of this kirk, and 
(hall defend the fame, according to our vocation and power, 
all the days of our lives ; under the pains contained in the 
law, and danger both of body and foul in the day of God'* 
fearful judgment. 

And feeirig that many are ftirred up by Satan, and that 
/Roman Antichrift, to promife, fwear, fubferibe, and for a 
time ufe the hbly facraments in the kirk; deceitfully, againft 
their own confeience ; nqinding hereby, firft, under the exter- 
nal' cloak of religion, to corrupt and fubvert fecretly God'a 
true religion, within the kirk ; and afterward, when time may 
ferve, to become open enemies and perfecutors of the fame, 
tinder vain hope of the Pope's difpenfation, devifed againft' 
the word of God, to his greater confufion, and their double 
condemnation in the day of the Lord Jefus : we therefore, 
willing to take away all fufpicion of hypocrify, and of fuck 
double dealing with God and his kirk, pro ten: and call the 
learcher of all hearts for witnefe, That bur minds and hearts 
do fully agree with this our confeflion, promife, oath, -and 
iubfeription ; fo that we are not moved with any worldly re- 
fpecl:, but are perfuaded only in our confeience, through the 
knowledge and love of God's true religion, imprinted in out 
hearts by the Holy Spirit, as we (hall anfwer to him in the 
day when the fecrets of all hearts fhall be difclofed. 

Apd becaufe we perceive, that the quietnefs and liability of 
our religion and kirk, doth depend upon the fafety and good 
behaviour of the king's majefly, as upon a comfortable in- 
ftrument of God's mercy granted to' this country, for the 
maintaining of his kirk, and miniftration of juftice amongft 
us ; we proteft, and promife with our hearts, under the fame 
oath, hand- writ, and pains, That" we mall defend his perfon 
and authority with our goods, bodies, and lives, in the de- 
fence of Chrift his evangel, liberties of our country, minrft ra- 
tion of juftice, and punifhment of iniquity, againft all enemies 
within this realm, or without, as we defire bur God to be a 
ftrong and merciful defender to us in the day of our death, 
and coming of our Lord Jefus Chrift. To" whom with th< 
Father and the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory eternal- 
ly. Amen. " 

N. B. The foregoing national wvtnant was renewed, in the year 1638, ifc 
a b»nd faited to the circumftances of that time : and the general aflenibly, in/ 
that, year, having declared, that the five art fc/et of Perth, (vip* the obferrauon 
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U bcfidays, httefing at the communion, confirmation by bifbbps, private haptifiik. x 
and private communion), ts alfo f&* government of the kirk oybifhopt, and tbtcivtl 
places and power of kitkmen,—-vrt)rc all contrary to the national covenant, as it 
toad been meant and protefled in the year 1580 and afterwards : it was. again 
fubferibed in the year 1639, with an exprefs renunciation of thofe articles, .is 
having been materially abjured by it formerly; 
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if hondfor maintainance of the true Religion and the king's ma- 
jefty* annexed to the National ConfeJJion or Covenant at the 
renewing thereof in the year 1 5 9c . 

\T7E) under- fubfcrlbing, corifidering the ftrait linfee and 
.yV jun&ion betwixt the true and Chriftian religion pre- 
sently profeft within this realrhe, and foveraigne lords eftate 
and ftanding, having both the felfe fame friends and common 
enemies, and fubjecl: to the like event of ftanding and decay; 
and weighing therewithall the imminent danger threatened to 
the faid religion, the prefervation whereof being dearer to us 
than whatfoever we have deareft in us in this life ; and find- 
ing in his majefty a mod. honourable and Chriftian refolution^ 
to manifeft himfelf to the world that zealous and religious 
prince which he hath hitherto profeffed ; and to employ the 
irieanes and power that God hath put into his hands, as well 
to the withftanding of whatfoever forraigne force (hall meane 
within this land, for alteration of the faid religion, or endan- 
gering of the prefent ftate, as to the repreffing of the inward 
enemies thereto among our felves, linked with them in the 
faid Antichriftian league and confederacie ; have therefore, in 
the prefence ojf Almightie God, and with his majefties au- 
thoring ,and allowance, faithfully promifed, and folemnly 
fworne. likeas hereby we faithfully and foiemnly fweare, and, 
promife, to take a true, effauld, and plain part with his ma- 
jeftfe ainortgft our felves, for diverting of the appearing dan- 
ger threatened to the faid religion, and his majefties ftate and 
ftanding, depending thereupon, by whatfoever forraigne or 
inteftine plots or preparations. And to that effect, faithful- 
ly, aqd that upon our truth and hon6urs, binde and oblige us 
to others, to convecne and aflcmble our felves publikely, with 
our friends in arms* or in quiet manner, at fuch times and 
places as we (hall be required by his proclamations, or by 
writ or meffage direct to us from his majefty, or any having 
power from him, and being conveened and afTembled, to join 
and concurre witn the whole forces of our friends and favour- 
er*, againft whatfover foft-aigne or inteftine powers or Papifts, 

and 
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tnd theii* partakers, fhall arrive or rife 'within this liand, df 
any part thereof, ready to defend or purfuc, as we fhall. be 
Authorised and conduced by his majefty, or any others ha* 
ving his power and com million, to join and hold hand to the; 
execution of whatfoever mean Qr order fhall be thought meet 
by his majefty, and his councell, for fupprefling of the Papifts* 
promotion of the true religion, and fetling of his highnefle 
cftate, and obedience, in all the countries and corners of this 
realme, to expound and hazzard our lives, lands, and ''goods* 
and whatfoever means God hath lent us, in the defence of the 
faid true and Chrittian religion, and his majefties perfon and 
eftate, againft whatfoever Jefuites and feminaric or mafle- 
priefts, condemned enemies to God and his.majeftie, to their 
utter wracke and extermination, according to the power 
granted to us by his majefties proclamation, and a£ts of par- 
liament : to try, fearch and feeke out all excommunicates* 
pradfcifers, and others Papifts whatfoever* within our bounds 
and (hire where he kcepe refidence, and dilate them to his 
highneffe and his privie councell, and conforme us to fuch di«* 
rections, as from time to time we fhall receive from his ma- 
jeftie and his councell in their behalfes* And fpeciaUy fa 
many of us as prefently are, or hereafter fhall be appointed 
commiffioners in every mire, (hall follow, purfue, and travaile 
by all means poffible, to take and apprehend all fuch Papifts, 
apoftates, and excommunicates, as we fhall receive In writ 
from his majefty. And we, the remanant within that fhtre, 
fhall concurre and affift with the faids commiffioners with our 
whole friends and forces to that effe£t, without refpecY of any 
perfon whatfoever. And generally to affift in the mean time* 
and defend every one of us another, in all and -whatfoever* 
quarrels, actions, debates, moved, or to be moved againft us* 
or any of us upon action of the prefent band, , or other caufes 
depending thereupon. And effauldly joine in defence and pnr- 
fuit againft whatfoever fhall offer or intend any injury, or re- 
venge againft any one of them for the premifes, making his 
caufe and part that is purfued, all our parts $ notwithstanding* 
whatfoever privie grudge, or difpleafure (landing betwixt any 
of us, which fhall be no impediment • or ' hinder to cfar faid 
effauld joyning in the faid common caufe ; but to lye over* 
and be mi/known, till they be orderly removed, and taken 
away by the order under- fpeci Med. To the which time, we 
for the better furtherance of the faid caufe and fervice, have 
allured, and by the tenour hereof, every one of us taking the 
burden upon us for our felves, and all that we may let, affure 
each other to be unhurt, unharmed, or any wayes to be in- 
vaded by us, or any our foresaids for old fcid or new,* other- 
wife 
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wife than by ordinary courfe of law and juflice : neither fhall 
we, nor any of our forefaids make any provocation, o"r tumult, 
■trouble or difpleafure 'to others in any fort, as we fhall anfwer; 
to God, and upon oar honours, and fidelitie to his majeilie. 
And for our further and more heartie union in this" Lt vice, 
we are content and confent, that all wliatfoever our feids and 
variances fallen, or that may fall out betwixt us, * be withia 
Fort ie days after the, date hereof amicably referred and fub- 
mitted to feven or five indifferent friends chofen by his ma- N 
jefty of our whole number, and by their moderation and arbj- 
triment componed and taken away. And finally, thai! we 
fhall neither directly nor indirectly feparate nbr withdraw us 
from the union and fellowfhip of the remanent", by whatioever 
fuggeftion or private advice, or by whatfoever incident regard, 
or Itay fuch refolution as b^ common deliberation fhall be 
taken in the premiffes, as we fhjill anfwer to God upon our 
conferences, and to the world upon our truth and honours un- 
jjer the pain to be efteemed traytours to God and his majeity, 
and to have loll! all honour* credite and efliniatioa in time 
Coming. 

No. XXIV. 
The Solemn League and Covenant, 

For reformation and defence of religion, the honour and happinefs 

• of the King, and the peace and fafety of the three kingdoms of 
Scotland, England, and Ireland, 

Agreed upon by commiflloners from the parliament,; and af- - 
fembly of divines in England, with oomrniflioners of the 
convention of eftates, and general alfembly in Scotland : 
. appro ven by the general alTembly of the church of Scotland, 
by both houfes of parliament, and affembly of divines in 
England ; and taken.and fubferibed by them, anno 1643 : 
and thereafter, by the faid authoiity > taken and fubferibed 
by all ranks in Scotland and England, the fame year; and 
ratified by act of the parliament of Scotland, anno 1644: 
and again renewed in Scotland, with an acknowledgment 
of fins, and engagement to duties, by all ranks, anno 1648; 
and by the parliament, '1649 : and taken and fubferibed by 
King Charles II. at Spey, June 23, 1650 j and at Scoon, 
January 1, 1651. 

"V\7E noblemen, barons, knights, gentlemen, citizens, bur- 

* * geffes, rainifters of the gofpel, and commons of all forts,' 

3 * in 
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in the kingdoms of Scotland, England, and Ireland, by the 
providence of God living under one king, and being of oac 
reformed religion, having before our eyeg the glory of God* 
and the advancement of the kingdom of our JLord and Savi- 
our Jefus Chrill, the honour and happinefs of the King's Ma- 
jefty and his pofterity, and the true public liberty, fafcty and 
peace of the kingdoms-, wherein every one's private condition 
is included : and calling to mind the treacherous and bloody 
plots, confpifacies, attempts and practices of the enemies of 
God againft the true religioi), and profeflbrs thefeof, in all 
•places, efpecially in thefe three kingdoms, ever fince the re- 
formation of religion ; and how ,much their rage, power and 
preemption are of late, and at this "time* increafed and 
exercifed, whereof the dq>lorable ftate of th'e church and 
kingdom of Ireland, the diftreffed eftate of the church and 
kingdom of England, and the dangerous eftate of the church 
and kingdom of Scotland, are prefeut and public teftimonies;* 
we nave now, at laft, (after other means of fupplication, re- 
monllrance, protections and fufferings), for the prefervation 
of ourfelves and our religion from utter ruin and de(lruclion r 
according to the commendable practice of thefe kingdoms in 
former times, and the example of God's people in other na- 
tions, after mature deliberation, refolved and determined to 
enter into a mutual and folemn league and covenant, wherein 
we all fubferibe, and each one of us for himfelf, with our hands- 
lifted up to the M&st High God, do fwear, 

I. That we (hall ffneerely, really, and conftantly, through 
the grace of God, endeavour, in our feveral places and cal- 
lings, the prefervation of the reformed religion in the church 
of Scotland, in do&rine, woi (hip, difcipline and government, 
againft our common enemies ; the reformation ot religion fti 
the kingdoms of England and Ireland, in do&rine, worfhip, 
difcipline and government, according to the word of God, 
and the example of the beft reformed churches : and (ball en- 
deavour to biing the churches of God in the three kingdoms 
to the neareft cenjun&ion and uniformity in religion, confef- 
fion of faith, form of church-government, directory for -wor- 
ship amlcstechifing ; that we, and our pofterity after us, may, 
as brethren, live in faith and love ; and the Lord may delight 
to dwell in the midft of us- 

II. That we (hall, in like manner, without refpeft of per- 
fons, endeavour the extirpation of Popery, prelacy, (that is, 

s church -government by afchbiftiops, bifhbps, their chancellors 

a»d commidarics, deans, 'deans and chapters, archdeacons, and 

air ether ecclefiaftical officers depending on that hierarchy), 

fuperilition, herefy, fchifm, profaneneii> and what foe ver (hall 

> ■ be 
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W found to be contrary to found doffcruic, and the power of 
godlinefs ; left we partake in other mens fins, and thereby be 
tn danger to receive of their plagues ; and that the Lord may 
be one, and his name one, in the three kingdoms. 

III. We fhall, with the fame fincerity, reality and con- 
stancy, in our feveral vocations, endeavour, with our eftates 
and lives, mutually to preferve the rights and privileges of th* 
parliaments, and the liberties of the kingdoms ; and to pre- 
serve and defend the King'a Majefty's perfon and authority, 
in the prefervation and defence of the true religion and liber- 
ties of the kingdoms ; that the world may bear witncfs with 
our conferences of our loyalty, and that we have no thoughts 
or intentions to dirainify his Majeily's juft power and great - 
fiefs. 

IV. We {Jiall alfo, with all fatth&rfnefs, endeavour the dis- 
covery of all fuch as have been, or fhall be incendiaries, ma- 
fignants, or evil inftruments, by hindering the reformation of 
religion, dividing the King from his people, or one of the 
kingdoms from another, or making any fa&ion, or parties, 
amongft the people, contrary to this league and covenant; 
that they may be brought to public trial, .and receive condign 
punifhment, as the degree of their offences fhall require or de- 
ferve ; or the fuprcme judicatures of both kingdoms refpec- 
tively, or others having power from them for that effect, (hall 
judge convenient. 

V. And whereas the happinefs of a bleffed peace between 
thefe kingdoms, denied in former times to our progenitors, is, 
by the good providence of God, granted unto us, and hath 
been lately concluded and fettled by both parliaments ; we 
fliall each one of us, according to our place and intereft, en- 
deavour that they may remain conjoined in a firm peace and 
union to all pofterity ; and that jufuce may be done upon the 
wilful oppofers thereof, in mariner exprefled in the precedent 
article. • " , < 

VI. We (hall alfo, according to our places and callings, in 
this common caufe of religion, liberty and peace of the king- 
doms, aflilt and defend all thofe that enter into this league 
and covenant, in the maintaining and purfuing thereof; and 
fhall not fufFer ourfelves, directly or indirectly, by whatfoever 
combination, perfuafion, or terror, to be divided and with- 
drawn from this bleffed union and conjunction, whether to 
make defection to the contrary part, or to give ourfelves to a 
det eft able indifferency and neutrality in this caufe, which fo 
much concerneth the glory of God, the good of the king- 
doms, and honour of the King ; but fhall, all the days of our 
Jives, zealoufly and conftantly continue therein, again ft all 

3 I i ©ppontion^ 
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oppofition, and promote the fame, according to our pow.e& 
againft all lets and impediments whatfoever ; and what we; 
are not able burfelvcs to fupprefs or overcome, we (ball reveal 
and make known, that it may be timely prevented or remo- 
ved. All which we fliall do as in the fight of God. 

And becaufe thefe kingdoms are guilty of many fins and 
provocations againil God, and his Son Jefus Omit, as is too 
. manifefi. by our prefeut diiirefles and dangers, the fruits there- 
of ; we profeis and declare before Gbci and the world, our un- 
feigned defire to be humbled for our own fins, and for the fins 
of thefe kingdoms ; efpecially that we have not, as we ought, 
valued the ineftimable benefit of the gofpel, that we have not 
laboured for the purity and power thereof, and that we have 
not endeavoured to receive Chrift in our he:lrts. nor to walk 
worthy of him in our lives ; which are the caufes of other'fius 
and tranfgrefiions, fo much abounding amongft us ; and our 
true and unfeigned purpofe, defire and endeavour, for our- 
felves, and all others under our power and charge, both in 
public and in private, in all duties we owe to Gad and man, 
to amend our lives, and each one to go before another in the 
example of a real reformation ; that the Lord may turn away 
his wrath and heavy indignation, an^i eftablifh thefe churches 
and kingdoms in truth and peace. And this covenant we 
make in the prefence of Almighty God, the fearcher of all 
hearts, with a true intention to perform the fame,, as we fhaTl 
anfwer at that great day when the fecrets of all hearts fhall bd 
difclofed: molt humbly befeeching the Lord to ftrengthen us 
by his Holy Spirit for thi3 end, and to blefs our deiires and 
proceedings with fuch fuccefs, as may be deliverance and fafe- 
ty to his people, and encouragement to other Chriftian Church- 
es, groaning under, or in danger of the yoke of antichriftian 
tyranny, to join in the fame, or like affociation and covenant;' 
t:> the glory of God, tfye enlargement of the kingdom of Jefua 
Qhrifl, and the peace and tranquillity of Chriftian kingdoms 
and commonwealths. ' - '• ' 
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No. XXV. 

yfn Exhortation to the taking of the Solemn League a»4 
Covenant* 

By the AfTembly of Divines at Weftminfler : prepared ac«r 
cording to an ordinance of both Houfes of Parliament, 
dated February 2, 1643-4. 

IF the power of religion, or folid reafon ; if loyalty to the 
king, and piety to their native country, or love to them- 
felves, and natural affedtion to their pofterity ; if the exam* 
pie of men touched with a deep ferife of all thefe, or extra- 
ordinary fuccefs from God thereupon, can awaken an im- 
troiled bleeding remnant to embrace the fovereign, and only 
means of their recovery, there can be no doubt but this 
folemn league and covenant will find, wherefoever it fliall be 
tenured, a people ready to entertain it with all cheerfulneft 
and duty. ' 

And were it not commended to the kingdom by the conr 
earring encouragement of the honourable houfes of parliament* 
the afjembly of divines,, the renowned city of London, mul- 
titudes of other perfons of eminent rank and quality in thi* 
nation, and the whole body of 'Scotland, who have all wil- 
lingly fworn and fubferibed it, with rejoicing at the path fo 
gracioufly feconded from heaven already, by blading the 
counfels, and breaking the power of the enemy more than 
ever ; yet it goeth forth in its own ftrength, with fuch con- 
vincing evidence of equity, truth, and righteoufnefs, as may 
raife in all not wilfully ignorant, or miferably feduced, infla- 
med afFe&ions to join with their brethren in this happy bond, 
for putting an end to the prefent miferies, and for faving both 
of king and kingdom from utter ruin, now fo flrongly and 
openly laboured by the Popifh fadtjon, and fuch as have beep 
bewitched and befotted by that viperous and bloody genera- 
tion. 

For what is there almoft in this covenant, which was not 
for fubftance either exprefied, or manifeftly included, in that 
folemn proteftation of May 5, 1641, wherein the whole king- 
dom ftands engaged until this day ? the finful neglect whereof 
doth, as we may juflly fear, open one floodgate the more to 
let in all thefe calamities upon the kingdom, and caft upon it 
a neceffity of renewing covenant, and of entering into this. 

If it be faid, the extirpation of Prelacy, to wit, the whole 
hierarchical government, ((landing as yet by the known laws 
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of the kingdom), is new and unwarrantable, this will appear 
to all impartial understandings, though new, to be not only 
f warrantable but neceflary, if they confider, (to omit what 
4 fome fay, that this government wag never formally eftablifhed 
by any laws of this kingdom at all), that the very life and 
foul thereof is already taken away by an a& pafTed in this pre- 
fent parliament*, fo as, like JezcbePs carcafe, of which no 
more was left but the fcull, the feet, and the palms of her 
hands, nothing of jurifdi&ion remains but what is. precarious 
in them, and voluntary In thofe who fubmit unto them ; that 
their whole government is at beft but a human conftitutiou, 
and fuch as is found and adjudged by both houfes of parlia- 
ment, in which the judgment of the whole kingdom is invol- 
ved and declared, *iot only very prejudicial to the civil ftate, 
but a great hindrance alfo to the perfect reformation of reli- 
gion. Yea, who knoweth it not to be too much an enemy 
thereto, and deflruc-tive of the power of godlinefs, and pure 
adminiftration of the ordinances of Chrift ? which moved the 
well-aife&ed, almoft throughout this kingdom, lpng fince to 
petition this parliament, as hath been deiired before, evfen in 
the reign of Queen ElKabeth and of King James, for a total 
abolition of the fame. "Nor is any man hereby bound to offer 
any violence to their perfbns, but only in his place and calling 
to endeavour their extirpation in a lawful way. * 

And as for thofe clergymen who pretend, that they, above 
all others; cannot covenant to extirpate that government, be- 
eaufe they have, as they fay, taken a folemn oath to obey the 
biihops in Ileitis et honc/iis* they can tell, if they pleafe, that 
they that have fworn obedience to the laws of the land aire not 
thereby prohibited from endeavouring, by all lawful means, 
the abolition of thofe laws, when they prove inconvenient or 
mifchieyous : and if yet there mould any oath be found, into 
which any minifters or others have entered, not warranted by 
the laws of God and the land, in this cafe they muft teack 
thcmfelves and others, that fuch oaths call for repentance, not 
pertinacy in them. 

If it be pleaded, that this oath crofleth the oaths of fupre* 
macy or allegiance, there can be nothing farther from truth ; 
for this covenant binds all, and more* ilrongly engagcth them, 
to " preferve and defend the King's Majeuy's perfon and au- 
" thority, in the prefervation and defence of the true religion 
" and liberties of the kingdoms." 

* Dated May 2d, 1641, deciding, thaXperfotu in fo'y orcUri (ball not exocift 

Akj t(mj.9"ii/ y'r'tfdiftion* 
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That fcruple, that this is done without the king's confent, l 
will foon be removed, if it be remembered, that the protesta- 
tion of the 5th of May, before mentioned, was in the fame 
manner voted and executed by both houfes, and 'after, by or- 
der of one houfe alone, fent abroad to all the kingdom, hid 
Majefty not excepting againft it, or giving any ftop to the 
taking of it, albeit he was then refident in perfon at White* 
ball. 

Thus Ezra and Nehemiah (Ezra x. Neh. ix.) drew all the t 
people into a covenant, without any fpecial commiffion from 
the PerGan monarchs, then their fovereigns, fo to do, albeit 
they were not free fubje&s, but vaffals, and one of them 
(Neh. i.) the menial fervant of Artaxerxes, then by conqueft 
king of Judah alfo. 

Nor hath this doctrine or practice been deemed feditious or 
unwarrantable by the princes that have fat upon the Engljfh 
throne, but jpftified and defended by Queen Elifabeth, of 
blefTed memory, with the expence of muqh treafure and noble 
blood, in the United Provinces of tiie Netherlands, combined 
not only without, but againft the unjuft violence of Philip 
king of Spain. King James followed her fteps, fo far as to 
approve their union, and to enter into league with them at 
free ftates ; which is continued, by his Majefty now reigning, 
unto this day; who both by his expedition for the relief of 
Rochelle in France, and his ftriA confederacy wilh the prince 
of Orange and the States-general, notwithftanding all the im- 
portunity of Spain to the contrary, hath fet to his feal, that 
, all had been done by his royal anceftors, in maintenance of 
thofe who had fo engaged and combined themfelves, was juft 
and warrantable. 

And what had become of the religion, laws, and libertiet 
of our fifter nation of Scotland, had they not entered into fuch ' 
a folemn league and covenant at the beginning of the late, 
troubles there \ Which cburfe, however it was at firft, by the 
Popiih and Prelatic projectors, reprefented to his Majefty as 
an offence of the higheft nature, juftly deferving chaftifement 
by the fury of a pulflant army, yet when the matter came af- 
terwards in cool blood to be debated, firft by commiflioners of 
bo*th kingdoms, and then in open parliament here, when all % 
thofe of either houfe, who aw now engaged at Oxford, were 
prefent in parliament, and gave their votes therein, it wat 
found, adjuilcd, and declared, by the king in parliament, that, 
our dear brethren in Scotland had done nothing but what be- 
came loyal and obedient fubje&s.; and were thereupon, by adfc 
of parliament, publicly righted in all the churches of this" 
kingdom where they had been defamed. 

Therefore, 
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Therefore, however fome men, hoodwinked and blinded bjF 
the artifices of thofe Jefuitical engineers, who have' long con- 
fpired to facrificc our religion to the idolatry of Rome, bur 
laws, liberties, and perfons, to arbitrary flavery, and our 
eftates* to their infatiable avarice, may poffibly be deterred 
and arnufed with high threats and declarations, flying up and 
down on the wings of the royal name and countenance, now 
captivated and proitituted to ferve all their lufts, to proclaini 
ail rebels and traitors who take this covenant; yet let ho faith- 
ful Englifh heart be afraid to join with our brethren of all the: 
three kingdoms in this folemn league, as fometimes the men 
of Ifrael, though under another king, did with the men of 
Judah, at the invitation of Hezekiah ; 2 I'hron. xxtf. 

What though thofe tongues fet on fire by hell do rail and 
threaten ? That God who was pleated to clear up the. inno- 
cence of Mordecai and the Jews, againft all the malicious af- 
perfions of wicked Haman to his and their fovereign, fo as all 
his plotting produced but this efredt, that (Efther ix.) when 
the king's commandment and decree drew near to be put in 
execution, and the enemies of the Jews hoped to have power 
over them, it was turned to the contrary, and the Jews had 
fule over them that hated them, and laid hands on fuch as 
, fought their hurt, fo as no man could withftartd them ; and 
f ihat fame God who but even as yefterday vouchfafed to dif- 
perfe and fcatter thofe dark clouds and fogs which overfha- 
dowed that loyal and religious kingdom of Scotland, and to 
make their righteoufnefs to fhine as clear as the fun at noon- 
day, in the very eyes of their greateft enemies, will undoubt- 
edly ftand by all thofe who with iinglenefs of heart, and a due 
fenfe of their own fins, and a neceflity of reformation*, (Halt 
now enter into an everlafting covenant with* the Lord, never 
to be forgotten, to put an end to all thofe unhappy and un- 
natural breaches between the king and fuch as are faithful in* 
the land, caufing their righteoufuefs and praife to fpring forth" 
before all the nations, to the terror and confufion of thofe men 
of blood, the confederate enemies of God and the king, who 
have long combined, and have now raked together the dregs 
and fcum of manv kingdoms, to bury all the glory, honour,* 
and liberty of this nation, in the eternal grave of difhonour 
and destruction. 

/ 'Friday, February 9, 1643-4." 

An exhortation touching the taking of the Solemn League 

*jid Cove?ia?itj and for fatisfying of fuch fcruples as may anfe* 

in the taking of it, was this day read the firft andfeeund timey 
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fend, by vote upon the queftion, affented to, and ordered Co 
be forthwith printed. . v 

H. Elsygne, Cler. Par. D. Com* 

N. B. Here did fellow the Solemn League and Covenant, printed by an ordU 
nance of parliament, Feb, 1643-4, with the names of 2*8 members of the 
Houfe of Commons, who had then taken it. 

No. XXVI. 

The Proteftation taken by the members 0/ tie Houfe of Commons* 
May 3, 1641, printed by their order, and taken afterwards 
hy all forts of perfons in ^England. 

This Proteftation, which was taken by the members of the 
Houfe of Commons, May 3, 1641, printed by their order, 
May 5, and taken afterward by all forts of perfons in Eng- 
land, is as follows : 

I A. Bi do, in the prefence of almighty God, promife, vow, 
and proteft, to maintain and .defend, as far as lawfully I 
may, with my life, power, and eftate, the true reformed Pro- 
teftant religion, exprefied in the doctrine of the church of , 
England, againft all Popery and Popifh innovations, within., 
this realm, contrary to the fame doctrine ; and, according to 
the duty of my allegiance, his Majefty's royal perfon, honour,, 
and eftate; as alfo the power and privileges of parliament, the N 
lawful rights and liberties>of the fubje&, and every perfon, that 
maketh this proteftation, in whatfoeverhe (hall do in the law- 
ful purfuance of the fame : and to my power, and as far as 
lawfully I may, I will oppofe, and, by all good ways and 
means, endeavour to bring to condign punifhment all fuchas 
fhall, either by force, practice, counfels, plots, confpiracies, 
or otherwife, do anything to the contrary of any thing in this 
prefent proteftation contained ; and further, that I * ftiall, in 
all juft and honourable ways, endeavour to preferve the union 
and peace of England, Scotland, and Ireland ; and neither 
for hope, fear, nor other reipeft, (hall relinquiih this promife* 
vow, and proteftation. 

N. B. By the words, the true reformed Protefiant religion, exprijfedin the doBrine of 
the cbunb of England, Sec. in this proteftation, the commons declare, was and 
is meant only the public doclrine profefied in the faid church, fo far as it it . 
oppofite to Popery and Popifh innovations $ and that the faid words are not to 
be extended to the maintaining of any form of worfhip, difdpline, or govern* 
snent, nor of any rftes or ceremonies of the faid church of England. 

3K No. XXVII. 
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form ^Aflbciation agreed upon, and fubfcribed by all the mem'" 
bers of Parliament in England in 1695-6; afterwards enter- 
ed into by all forts of perfons, in the kingdom, by dejire of the 
Commons lodged among the Records in the Tower, and foon 
after ratified and injoined by a law* 

(See page 332.) 

W Here as there has been a horrid and detcftdble corifpi- 
racy, formed and carried on by Papifts and other wicked 
and traiterous perfdns, for aflaffinating his MajeftyV royal 
perfon, in order to encourage an invafion from France, to fub-i 
vert our religion, laws, and liberty ; we, whofe names are 
hereunto fubfcribed, do heartily, fincerely, and folemnly pro- 
fefs, teftify, and declare, that his prefent Majefty King Wil- 
liam is rightful and lawful king of thefe realms: and we do 
lhutually promife to engage to ftand by and affift each other, 
to the utmoft of our power, in the fupport and defence of his 
Majefty's mod facred perfon and government, againft the late 
King James and all his adherents. And in cafe his lyiajefty 
come to ahy violent or untimely death, (which God forbid!) 
we do hereby further freely and unanimoufly oblige ourfelveS 
to unite, aflbciate, and ftand by each other, in revenging the 
fame upon his enemies and their adherents, and in fupporting 
and defending the fucceflion of the crown, according to an aft 
made in the fir ft year of the reign of King William and Queen 
Mary, entitled, An Acl declaring the rights and liberties of the 
fubjecly and fettling the fucceflion of the crown. 

[This Aflbciation was accompanied with an addrefs to the king, from 
the Houfe of Commons, dcfiring him to iflue his royal proclamation to ba- 
nifli all Papifts from the cities of London and Weftminfter, and ten miles 
from the fame ; and that he would give inftrultiom to the judges going the 
circuits to put the laws in execution againft Papifts and Nonjurors.' Imme- 
diately after, the Commons made the following refolution ; '* That whoever 
*' mould by word or writing affirm, that an aflbciatiotuentercd into by any 
" member of this houfe, or any other perfon, was </%<& fuch perfon fhould 
" be deemed a promoter of the deHgns of the late King^mes, and an enemy 
'.' to the laws and liberties of this kingdom." I'wdaVi Contin* of Rafiai Hijh> 
nj'M iii. f* 321 .] 
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Abbey and other Church-Lands > not yet ajfured to fuch popffor^ 
as are Roman Catholics ; dedicated to the nobility and gent:v 
of that religion. % ? 

(See page 38c) 

C INCE it is universally agreed on, that fo great a matter as 
*-* the total alienation of ail the abb^y-lands, <hc. in Eng- 
land, can never be made legal and valid 5 and fuch as will nU , 
tisfy the reafonable doubts and fcruples of a religious and con- 
fcientious perfon, except it be confirmed by the fupreme au- 
thority in the church : it is eyident that the members of the 
church of Rome, who- maintain a foreign jurifdi&ion, either 
in a general council, 'or in the bifhop of Rome, or both to- 
gether, cannot have thefe alienations confirmed to them, 
without the confent of one or bpth of thefe jurisdictions. If 
therefore I fhall make it appear, that thefe alienations in> 
England were never confirmed by either, I do not fee how 
any Roman Catholic in England can, without facrilege re-? 
tain them and his religion together. 

As to the firft of thefe, fince there hath been no council 
from the firft alienation of abbey-lands in England to this day, 
that pretends to be general, but that of Trent ; we need only 
look into that for the fatisfa&ion of fuch Romaq Catholics, 
as efteem a general council above the biftiop of Rome : and I 
am Aire that that council is fo far from confirming thefe ab- 
bey-lands to the prefent poffefTors, that it exprefsly denounceth 
them accurfed that detain them. Si quern, &c. " If covc.- 
€( toufnefs, the root of all evil, (hall fo far poffefs any perfon 
*\ whatfoever, whether of the clergy or laity,-, though he be 
u an emperor or a king, as that by force, fear, or fraud, or 
€t any art or colour whatfoever, he prefume to convert to hj& 
46 own ufe, and ufurp the jurifdi&ion, goods, eftates, fruits,, 
" profits or emoluments whatfoever, of any church or any be- 
" neficc; fecular or regular, hofpital or religious houfe ; or 
" fhall hinder that the profits of, the faid houfes be not re- 
" ceived by thofe to whom they do of right belong, let hin> 
** lie under an anathema till the faid jurifdi&ion, goods, 
" eftates, rents and profits, which he hath poffefTed and enva- 
M ded, or which have come to him any "manner of way, be 
" reftored to the church ; and after that have abfolution from 
" the bifhop of Rome* ." So great a terror did this ftrike 

t ScfT, 22. Decrct. de Rcf. cap. 1 1. 
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into the Englifh Papifts that were poffeflbrs of church-lands., 

againft whom this anathema feems particularly directed, that 
many of the zealous Papifts began to think of reftitution, 
and Sir William Peters, notwithstanding his private bull of 
abfolution from Pope Julius the IV. was lb much ftarded at 

"It; as that the very next year he endowed eight new fellow^ 
fhips in Exeter college in Oxford. Again, the fame council, 
feff. 25. Decret de Ref. c. ic. Cupiens farttta fy nodus > 6a 
" Decreeth and comraandeth, that all the holy canons, and 
€i general councils, and apcflolic fan&ions, in favour of ec-» 
€r clefiaftical perfons, and the liberties of the church, and 
4t againft thofe that violate them, be exactly obferved by every 
€t one ; and ,doth further admonifh the emperor, kings, prin- 
•• ces, and all perfon of what eftate foever, that they would 
'• obferve the rights of the church as the commands of God* 
** and defend them by their particular patronage, nor fuffer 
n them to be invaded by any lords or gentlemen whatfoever £ 
u but feverely punifh all thofe who hinder the liberties, im^ 
«• munities and jurifdi&ions of the church ; and that they 
«' would imitate thofe excellent princes, who by their authority 
* f and bounty increafed the revenues of the church, fo far 
** were they from fiiffering them to be invaded, and in this 
*' let every one feduloufly perform his part, isc. And though 
we have here the judgment of the infallible See, as to thi& 
matter in the confirmation of the Trent Council ** yet be- 
caufe there be fome that magnifie the Pope's extravagant and 
unlimited power over the church, and pretend that he con- 
firmed the abbey -lands in England to the lay-pofleffors of 
them, I (hall (hew, Secondly, that the Pope neither hath nor 
pretends to any fuch power, nor did ever make ufe of it in 
this matter udder debate ; only I (hall premifc, that whereas, 
feme part of the canon-law feem to allow of fuch particular 
alienations as are made by the clerks and members of the 
church, with the confent of the hi (hop, yet fuch free confent 
was never obtained in England, and as to what was done by 
force, fraud and violence, is of fo little moment as to giving a 
legal title, that even the alienations that were made by Charles 
Martell, who is among the Papifts thcmfelves as infamous for 

; facrilege as King Henry the eighth, yet even his a&s are faid 

to be done by a council of bifhops. I fliall proceed to fhew, 

* Firft, That the Pope hath no fuch power as to confirm thefe 

v aliei)atioh8, and this is exprefsly determined by the infallible 

„ Pope DamafuB in the canon-law f. " The Pope cannot 

• Bulla fuper conf. gen. Cone 1. Trid, A. P. 1564, 
* f Cauf. i*. 9, a. c, 20, 
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« alienate lands belonging to the church in any manner, or 
«' for any neceffity whatfoever ; both the buyer and the feller 
** lie under an anathema till they be reftored, fo that any 
11 church-man may oppofe any fuch alienations,,and again re- 
•' quire the lands and profits fo alienated. " 

Since this boek of the Pope's decree hath been frequently 
reprinted by the authority and command of feveral Popes* 
and conflantly ufed in their courts ; this is not to be looked 
upon as a decree of Pope Damafus only, but of all the fuc- 
ceeding Popes, and in the opinion of F. Ellis, (fermon before 
the king, Decern. 5, 1686. p. 21.), what is inferted in the 
canon-law is become the judgment of the whole church. And 
it is absolutely forbid by Pope Gregory the thirteenth, in his 
bull prefixed before the canon-law, (A, D, 158©), for any 
one to " add, change, or invert any thing in that book," 

So that, according to this exprefs determination in the 
pope's own law, the bifhops of Rome have no power to con- 
/{rm any fuch alienations ^s have been made in England, and 
agreeable to all this Pope Julius the IV, (the very perfon 
that is pretended to have confirmed thefe alienations), declared 
to our Englifh ambafTadors that were fent upon that errand* 
«' That if he had power to grant it, , he would do it raoft 
« readily, but his authority was not fo large *." And there- 
fore all confirmations fromfthe Biftiop of Rome, are already 
prejudged to be invalid, and of no force at all. 

Secondly, No bifliop of Rome did ever confirm them. The 
brers of Pope Julius the third, which gave Cardinal Pool the 
largeft powers towards effe&ing this, had this exprefs limita- 
tion, Salvo tamen in kis, qulbus propter rerum magnitudinem if 
gravitatetn, hae fanfta fedes merito tibi videritur confulenda % 
vofiro <b prefat<z fedis h&teplacito qr confir mat tone 9 i.e. " Sa* 
*' ving to us in thefe matters (in which by reafon of their 
«* weight and greatnefs, this holy See may juftlyjfeera to you, 
" that of right it ought to be confulted) the good pleafurc 
" and confirmation of us and of the holy See." According* 
ly three ambafTadors were fent to Rome the next fpring, viz. 
Vifconnt Montecute, Bjifhop of Ely, and Sir Edward Carn- 
(thefe being one to reprefent every ftate of the kingdom), to 
obtain of him a confirmation of all thofe graces which Cardi- 
nal Pool had granted f. So that in the efteem of the whole 
.nation, what the Cardinal had^ done was not valid without 
the confirmation of the Pope himfelf. Now this Pope Julius, 
and the next Marcellus both died before there is any pretence 

• F. Paul's Hift. of Council of Trent 3 Lond, A. D. 1619. p, 392, 
•J- Burnet's ftift. Rcf. p. 2. f. 300. 
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of any confirmation from Rome ; but this was at length done 
by Pope Paul the IV. is pretended, and for proof of it three* 
things are alledged, iirft, The journals of the Houfe of Com* 
mons where are thefe wovds^ " After which was read a bil{ 
u from the Pope's Holinefs, confirming the doing of my 
*.' lord cardinal, touching the afTurance of abbey-lands," 6r. 
Secondly, a bull of the fame Pope to Sir William Peters. 
Thirdly, The decrees of Cardinal Pool, and his life by Du- 
•dithius : to all which I anfwer. 

Firft, That it is confefled on all hands, that there is no fuch 
bull or confirmation by Pope Paul IV. to be any where found 
in the whole world, nor any copy or tranfeript of it, not in 
all the Bullaria, nor our own rolls and records, -though it be a 
matter of fo great moment to the Roman Catholics of Eng- 
land, and what cannot be produced may eafily be denied; nor 
can it be imagined that a journal of lay-perfons that were 
parties concerned, or a private bull to Sir William Peters, or 
fqme hints in the decrees and life of the cardinal, will be of 
any moment in a court at Rome, whenfoever a matter of that 
valt confluence, as all the abbey-lands in England (hall come 
to be difputed. In the journals of the Houfe of Lords, there 
is not one wore) to be found of any fuch confirmation. 

Secondly, If there ever was any fuch bull it had this limi- 
tation in it, that the poffeflbrs of fuch lands fhouM beftow 
them all on colleges, hofpitals, parochial minifters, or other 
iuch like fpiritualufes ; and this I prove ; 

Firft, Becaufe the famous inftances that are ufually given 
of the Pope's alienations of church lands, werd only a chang- 
ing them from one religious ufe to another. Thus when 
J^ope Clement V. A. D. 1307, fupgreft the Knights Tem- 
plars in this nation, and feized all tneir lands and goods, he 
,gav£ them all to the hofpitallers of St. John of Jerufa- 
lem, and that was ratified in parliament 17. Edward II. 
which ad fets forth, " That though thofe lands were 
« 4 efcheated to the lords of the fee by the faid diffolution, 
•* yet it was not lawful to detain them." When Pope 
Clement VII. A. D. 1528, gave Cardinal Wcolfey a power 
to fupprefs feveral monafteries, he was to transfer all their 
goods and poffeflions to his collegiate church at Windfor, and 
to Kings College in Cambridge; and when the fame Pope 
gave the fame Cardinal many other religious hoiifes, it was for 
the endowing Chrift-Church in Oxford, and his college in 
Ipfwich : and, to name no more, when Pope Alexander VII. 
^. D. 1657, fupprefTed the order of the Fr aires Crucifcri, he 
difpofed of all their houfes, farms and rights to fuch ufe* and 
pious works as he thought fit*. 

* Vide Buliar. Ludg. vol. ulr. fo), 220. 
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.Secondly," When this very Pope was attended with tne 
£ngli(h ambaffadors that came to his confirmation, the Pope 
found fault with them, " That the church-yards were not 
*'« reflored, faying* that it was by no means to be tolerated, 
" and that it was neceflary to render all even to a farthing ; 
•*' becaufe the things that belong to God can never be apply- 
** ed to human ufes, and he that withholdetb the lead part 
*• of them is in continual date of damnation ; that if he had 
«* power to grant them he would do it; moft readily, — -but his 
«* authority was not fo large as that he might profane the 
u things that are dedicated to God ; and let England be af- 
" fured that, this would be an anathema *," fee. And all 
this was faid by the Pope within four months of the pretend- 
ed, confirmation^ 

Thirdly* The private bull to Sir William Peters bears date 
within two months after the pretended confirmation f, the title 
of which bull is this, " The bull of Paul IV. Bifhop. of 
4€ Rome, in which he confirms to Sir William Peters all and 
** Angular the fales of l feveral manors, fee. fometimes be-. 
u longing to monafterifs> which the faid Sir William Peters 
*f is ready to aflign and demife to fpiritual ufes/' Then fol- 
lows the bull itfelf, which faith, " That this confirmation 
•* was humbly defired from us, aud that there were reafonable 
«•' caufes to perfuade it, viz. a petition exhibited by the faid 
«« Sir William Peters, that the manors, fee. belonging to cer- 
" tarn monafteries, and fold to him by king Henry VIII. 
«? which he is ready to affign and demife to fpiritual ufes, 
** may be approved and confirmed to him; wherefore the 
«* faid Pope doth acquit and abfolve him, bcjng inclined by 
" the faid fupplications," fee. By which bull Sir William 
Peters had no power given him to keep thofe lands or dif- 
pofe of them to his heirs, but only to diftribute them to fuch 4 
religious ufes as he thought beft. Now it is a moll implora- 
ble thing, that Sir William Peters mould petition the Pop<£ 
fpr a limited difpenfation> if the whole nation, as is pretend- 
ed, hacj .beea absolutely difpenfed with but two months be- 
fore, without any limitation at all : fo that either there was 
no fuch general confirmation, or elfe it was limited with the 
, fame reftri&ions as that to Sir William Peters, viz. to beftow 
them upon fpiritual ufes. And this is the only probable rea- 
fon why in England this bull is wholly fuppreffed and loft. 
In confirmation of this, it may be obferved, that Cardinal 
Pool, notwithstanding his difpenfation, earneftiy exhorted all 

• F. Paul's. Hift. of the Council of Trent, p. 392.5 Sleidam Com. p. 770. 
f Vide Sir W. Dugdale's Eccl. Col. fol. 207, 
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Jterfont by the bowels of Chrift JeCus, that not being utimincU 
ul of their falvation, they would at leaft out of their eccle- 
fiaftical goods take care to encreafe the endowments of par- 
fonages and vicarages, that the incumbents may he commo- 
dioufly and honellly maintained according to their quality 
arid eftate, whereby they may laudibly exercife the cure of 
fouls, and fupport the incumbent burthens, and farther urged 
the judgments that fell upon Balthazar, for converting the? 
holy veffels to profane ufes. 

Fourthly, Quren Mary, who beft under flood what had 
been done, after the time of this pretended confirmation from 
the Pope, reftored all the church lands that were then in thej 
Crown, faying, " That they were taken away contrary to the 
" law of God and of the church, and therefore her conscience 
* c did not fuffer her to detain them," &c. When (he gave 
them to the Pope and his legate to difpofe of to the honour 
of God, <bc. (he faid, '* She did it becaufe (he fet more by 
*' the falVation of her foul than ten fuch kingdoms *. And 
to this acl: of reftitufion, fhe was vehemently preffed by the" 
Pope and his legate f. And thefe things thus reftored by 
the queen, were difpofed of by the legate to fereral- churches J. 
Fifthly, Queen Mary riot only did 4b her felf, but preffed 
it vehemently upon her nobles and parliament, that they 
would make full reftitution [|, and feveral of them, as Sir 
Thomas Pope, Sir William Peters, &c. who bad fwallowed' 
the largeft morfels of thofe lands, did make fome fort of resti- 
tution, though not to the abbies themfelves* yet to colleges and' 
religious ufes. 

Sixthly, This tery Pope Paul the IV. published a- bull, fri 
which he threatened excommunication to all manner of per- 
fons as kept any church-lands to themferves, and to all prin- 
ces, noblemen and magiftrates, that did not forthwith put the 
fame in execution §. So that by a new decree he retrieved 
all thofe goods and eccleiiaftical revenues which had been 
alienated from the church, (ince the time of Julius 1 1 1. So 
improbable a (lory is it, that this Pope confirmed thefe alie- 
nations in England. 

- Seventhly and laftly, The fucceeding Popes have been 
clearly of this opinion. Pope Pius IV. who immediately 
fuccceded this Paul, confirmed the council of Trent, and" 
therein damned all the detainers of church-lands $ and though he 

* Hcylin's H.rt. Rcf. p. 235. 

-j* F. Pauls Hift. of the Council of Trent, p. 393* DudithiuS in Vit* 
Pwli, p. 32. 
\ Dudithius, ib. || Hcylin. p. 237.; Slrfdan. p. 791. 

§ Hc-ylin's Hilt. Rcf. p, 238. 4. Rycaut's Cnjtin. p. 1I2. 
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Was much importuned to confirm fome alienations made by the 
king of France to pay the debts of the crown, yet he abso- 
lutely refufed it # . Pope Innocent X, firft protefted againft 
the alienations of church- lands in Germany, that were made 
at the great treaty of Munftcr and Ofnaburgh, A. D. 1648, 
and when that would not do, by his bull, Nov. 26. in the 
very fame year, damns all thofe that mould dare to retain the 
church-lands, and declares the treaty void. Inftrwnentum 
pads ; &c. & Innocent ii ic.me declaratio nullifatis attic, &c* 
and all their late Popes in the Bulla csnx do very folemnly 
" damn and excommunicate all thofe who ufurp any jurif- 
■*' diction, fruits, revenues, and emoluments belonging to any 
*' eccleiiaftical perfon upon account of any churches, mona- 
" fleries, or other ecclefiaftical benefices, or who, upon any 
*' occafion or caufe, fequefter the faid .revenues without the 
" exprefs leave of the bifhop of Rome, or others, having law- 
** ful power to do it," &c. Ahd though upon Good- Friday 
there is publifhed a general abfoluiion, yet out of that are ex- 
prefsly excluded all thofe who poffefs any church lands o* 
goods, who are ftill left under the fentence of exebmmunica- 
tion f* 

From which confederations it is evident, that it never waa 
the defigh of the Pope to confirm the Englifh church-lands' 
to the lay-pofleffors, but that he always urged the necefiity of 
reftoring of them to religious ufes ; in order to which, the 
Papiits prevailed to have the Itatute of Mortmain repealed for 
twenty years. In Queen Elifabeth's reign the factious party 
was managed wholly by Romifh emiffaries, demanded to 
" have abbies and fuch religious houfes reftored for their ufe; 
" and A. D. 1585, in their petition to the parliament, they 1 
*' fet it down as a refoliite doctrine, that things once dedi- 
" cated to facred ufes ought io to remain by the wprd of 
" God for ever, and ought not to be converted to any private 
" ufef." And that the church of Rome is dill gaping after 
thefe lands, rs evident from many of their late books, as the 
religion of M. Luther, lately printed at Oxford, p. 15. 
" The monks wrote Anathema upon the regiiters and dona-* 
** tions belonging to monatleries ; the weight and effect of 
*• which curfes are both felt and dreaded to this day." To 
this end, the Monafticon Anglicanum is fo diligently preserv- 
ed in the Vatican, and other libraries in Popi(h countries ; 
and efpecially this appears from the ob din ate refufal of this 

• F. Paul\ Hid. C. Trent, p. 713. 

f Toleti Iufir. SacerJ. and bis Explicitio cafuum in Bulla cceni Dm* rt- 
ferva. % 

% Bifhop Bantroft's Sermon at p. c. A P. 1588. p. 25. 
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prcfent Pope to confirm thcfe alienations* though it be* 4 
matter fo much controverted, and which would be of that vaft 
ufe towards promoting their religion in this kingdom. 
* If therefore the bithops of Rome did never confirm thcfe 
alienations of church-lands, but earneftly and ftri&ly required 
their reiHtution ; if they have declared in their authentic ca- 
nons, that they have no power to do it, and bdth they and the 
Jail gtiiiTa] council pronounce an heavy curfe and anathema 
againit -ill fuch as detain them : then let every one that pof- 
feir.-th thrfe lands, and yet owns either of thefe foreign ju- 
risdictions, confider, that here is nothing left to excufe him 
from facrilege, and therefore with his eftate he mutt derive 
a curfe to his pollerity. There is fcarcely any Papift but that 
is forward to accufe King Henry the 8th of Sacrilege', and 
yet never reflects upon himfelf who quietly poifefleth the fruit* 
of it, without reilitution; either let them not accufe him, or y 
elfe reftore themfeives. Now whatever opinions the Papifts* 
may have of thefe thiugs in the time of health, yet I raufl de- 
fire to remember what the Jefuits propofed to Cardinal Pool 
in Dr. Pary's days, viz. " That if he would encourage them 
4< in England, they did not doubt but that by dealing with 
" the confeiences of thofe who were dying, they fhould foon 
•« recover the greateft part of the goods of the church *•" Not 
to mention that whenfoever the regulars mall grow numerous 
in England, and by confequence burthenfome to the few no- 
bility and gentry of that perfuaiion, they will find it necof- 
fary for them to confent to a rcftitution of their lands, that 
they may (hare the burthen among others. For fo vaft are 
the burthens and payments that that religion brings with it, 
that it will be found at length an advantageous bargain to 
part with all the church-lands to indemnify the reft. And I 
am confident that the gentry of England that are Papifts, 
have found greater burthens and payments fince their religion 
hath been allowed, than ever they did for the many years-it 
was forbid j and this charge muft daily encreafe fo long a» 
their clergy daily grow more numerous, and their few 
converts are mod of them of the mcaneft rank, and fuch a& 
want to be provided fo| : and that it is no eafy matter to 
force converts, may appear from that excellent obfervation of 
the great emperor Charles V. who told Queen Mary, " That 
*« by endeavouring to compel others to his own religion, he 
" had tired and fpent himfelf in vaiD, and purchafed nothing 
•* by it, but his own difhouourf." And to conclude this dif 

• Dr. Bu-ntt'.-, H ft. vol. ii p. 32S. 

f C * rd » Poo* in Hey int Kift. R<f. p. »i?. 
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courfe, had the aft of Pope Julius III. by his legate Car*, 
dinal Pool, in confirming of the alienation of church* lands 
in England, been, as valid as is by fome pretended, yet what* 
(ball fecure us from an aft of refumption ? That very Pope afr 
tcr that pretended grant to Cardinal Pool, publiftied a bull, 
in which be excommunicated all that kept abbey-lands or 
church-lands *, by VFhich all former grants, had there been 
any, were" cancelled. His fucceflbr, Pope Paul IV. retrieved 
all the goods and ecclefiaitical revenues that had been alienat- 
ed from the church, tince the time of Julius II. and the chief 
rcafons that are given why the Popes may not Hill proceed to 
an aft of refumption of thefe in England, araountonly to this, 
That they muit ftay for a fair opportunity, when it may be 
done without difturbing the peace of the kingdom. From ail 
^•hich it is evident, that the detaining of abbey-lands and 
other church- lands from the monks and friars, is altogether 
inconffftent with the doftrine and principles of the Romiih 
religion. . 

No, XXIX f 

The. Aft for fecurlng the Proteftant Religion and Prefbyterian 
Church -government; with the Statutary 4ft ; 'which were 
ratified by the touch of the royal fceptre at Edinburgh, the 1 6th 
of January, 1 707, by his Grace jfames duke of ^ueen/berry % 
her Majefty's high commijfioner for that kingdom. 
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kUR Sovereign Lady, and the eftates of parliament, con* 
fidering, that, by the late aft of parliament for a treaty 
with England for an union of both kingdoms, it is provided* 
that the commiflioners for that treaty mould not treat of, or 
concerning any alteration of the worfhip; difcipline, and go- 
vernment of the church of this kingdom, as now by law efta- ■ 
blifhed : which treaty being now reported to the parliament ; 
and it being reafpnable and neceffary, that the true Proteftant 
religion, as, prefentljr profeffed within this kingdom, with the 
worflSip, (Jifcipline, and government of this church, fhould be 
effeftually and unalterably fecured ; therefore her Majefty, 
with advice and confent of the faid eftates of parliament, doth 
hereby eftablifh and confirm the faid true Proteftant religion^ 
and the worfhip, difcipline, and government of this church, to 
continue without any alteration to the people of this lanj ia. 

* gurnet' s Hi ft. vol, : i. p. 399. 
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all fucceeding generations: and more; efpecially her Majcfty, 
with advice and confent aforefaid, ratifies, approves, and for' 
ever confirms the fifth aft of the grft parliament of King Wil-j 
liam and Queen Mary, entituled, tin Acl ratifying the Confefjion. 
of Faith s and fettling Prefbyterian church -government, with the, 
haill other atis of parliament .relating thereto, inprofecution of the 
declaration of the ejlates of this kingdom x .containing the Claim of 
Eighty bearing date the i Uh of \ April \ 1689. And her Maje- ' 
fty, with advice and confent aforefaid, exprefsly provides and 
declares, that the forefaid true Proteftant relrgion, contained 
in the above-mentioned Confeffion of Faith, with the form and 
purity of worth ip presently in ufe within this church, and its 
rrefbyterian church government ind difcipline; that is to fay, 
the government of the church by kirk-feffions, prefbyteries, 
provincial fynods, .and general aflTemblies, all eftablifhed by 
the forefaid afts of parliament, purfuant to the claim of right, 
fhall remain and continue unalterable, and that the faid Pref- 
byterian government (hall be the only governmt^t of the- 
church within the kingdom of Scotland. And further, for the 
greater fecurity of the forefaid Proteftant religion, and of the 
worlhip, difcipline, and government of this church, as above 
eftablifhed, her Majefty,* with advice and confent forefaid, fta- 
tutes and enacts, that the unherfities and colleges of St. An- 
drew's, Glafgow, Aberdeen, and Edinburgh, as now eftablifh- 
ed by law, fhall, continue within, this kingdom for ever ; and 
that, in all time coming, no profeffors, principals," regents, 
matters, or others, bearing office in any univerfity-college'or 
fchool within, this kingdom/ be capable, or be admitted, or 
allowed to continue in the exercife of their faid functions, but 
fuch as fhall own and acknowledge the civil : government in 
manner prescribed,' or to be prefcribed by the afts of parlia- 
ment; as alfo that, before or at their admiffions, they do, and> 
fhall acknowledge and profefs, and fhall fubferibe to the fore- 
faid Confeffion of Fakh, as the confeffion of their faith ; and 
that they will pra&ife and conform themfelves to the worfhip 
prefently in ufe in this church, and fubmit themfelves to the 
government and difcipline thereof and never endeavour, di- 
rectly or indire£Hy, the prejudice or fubverfion of the fame ; 
and that before the refpective preffyyteries of their bounds, by. 
whatfomever gift, pefentation, or provifion, they may be there- 
to provided. 

And, further, her Majefty, with advice forefaid, exprefsly 
declares and ftatutes, that none of the fubje&s of this kingdom 
fhall be liable to, but all and every one of them for ever free 
of afty oath, teft, or fubfeription, within this kingdom, con- 
trary to, or inconfiflcnt with the forefaid true Proteftant reli- 
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riqn, and Prefbyterian church -government, worfhip, and dif r 
p'pline, as above eftablifhed ; and that the fame, within the 
bounds of this church and kingdom, {hall never be irnpofed 
upon, or required of them in any fort. 

■ And, laftly, That after the deceafe of. her prefent Majefty^ 
(whom God long preferve), the fovereign fucceeding to her in 
the royal government of the kingdom of Great Britain, (hall 
in all time coming, at his or her acceffion to the crown, fwear 
and fubferibe, that they fhall inviolably maintain an4 preferve 
the forefaid fetflement of the true Proteftant religion, with the 
government, worfhip, difcipline, rights, and privileges of this 
church, as above eftablifhed by the laws of this kingdom, in 
profecution of the claim of right : and it is hereby ftatute and 
ordained, that this aft of parliament, with the eftablifhmcnt 
therein contained, (hall be held and obferved, in all time 
coming, as a fundamental and efiential condition, of any treaty 
or union, to be concluded betwixt the two kingdoms, without 
any alteration thereof, or derogation thereto, in any fort, for 
ever; as alfo, that this aft of parliament, and Settlement ' 
therein contained, (hall be infert and repeated in an aft of 
parliament that fhall pafs for agreeing and concluding the fore- 
faid treaty or union betwixt fhe two kingdoms ; arid that the 
fame fhall be therein exprefsly declared to be a fundamental 
and effential condition of the fa id treaty or union in all time 
coming. 

The d)nclufion y or Statutary Aft, 

Which articles of union, and act immediately above writ* 
ten, her Majefty, with advice and confent forefaid, ftatutes, 
enafts, and ordains, to be and continue, in all time coming, 
the fure and perpetual foundation of ane complete and entire 
union of the two kingdoms of Scotland and England, under 
this exprefs condition and provifion, that this approbation and 
ratification of the forefaid articles and aft fhall be no ways 
binding on this kingdom, until the faid articles and aft be ra- 
tified, approven, and confirmed by her Majefty, with and by 
the authority of the parliament of England, as they are now 
agreed to, approven, and confirmed by her Majefty, with and 
by the authority of the parliament of Scotland ; declaring never- 
thelefs, that the parliament of r* ngland may provide for the; 
fecurity of the church of England, as they think expedient, to 
take place within the bounds of the faid kingdom of England, 
and not derogating from the fecurity above provided, for efta- 
blifhing of the church of Scotland within the bounds of this 
kingdom ; as alfo the faid parliament of England may extend 
the additions, and other provifions contained in the articles of 
union as above infertcd, in favours of the fubjefts of Scotland, 
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fo., and in fa yours of the fubje&s of England, which (hall nof 
fufpend or derogate from the force and effe& of this prefent 
ratification, but fhall be underitood as herein included, without 
the ncceflity of any new ratification in the parliament of Scot* 
land. 

And, laftly, Her Majefty ena&s and declares, that all laws 
and flat lit cs in this kingdom, fo far as they are contrary to, 
pr inconfiftent with the terms of thefe articles as above men-? 
fioned, fhall, from and after the Union, ceafc, and become 
f oid. 

No. XXX. 

The Character of Popery* 

This little fugitive piece, printed about the time of the Re- 
volution, being probably now in very few hands, and not 
altogether deftitute of merit, we have thought proper to 
give it here a place. 

POPERY is a Catholic (ham; for it cheats thofe that tarn- 
per with it of their underilandings and their lenfes, their 
consciences and their fouls ; — an ecclefiaftical juggle, the cun- 
ning knave's ma(k, and the filly bigot's creed; Jacob's ladder 
reverfcd, or the debauchee's »enfign, which he doubts not but, 
if well oiled, will at laft carry him to heaven \ for it is a pro- 
ject that offers at faving men and their, fins together, nay, in 
many cafes, r^ make their fins meritorious of falvation ; a blen- 
dure of ambition and covetoufnefs, dretfed up in a long man- 
tle of hypocrify, called St. Peter's cloak; a falfe bait, mana- 
ged by a crafty fort of fiftiermen, that pretend- to angle fouls 
for heaven, but dcfign only to catch gudgeons, and grafp 
earth and its advantages, ; jingling the keys, of Paradife y on 
purpofe to amufe the crowd, and to get opportunities to pick 
their pockets It is a ftrange farrago of errors and irapoftures; 
a gallimawfrey, compofed of contradictory ingredients ; the 
higheft fuperftitions, and yet the rankett profanenefs; fuh- 
tihies of the fined fpinning, and moil grols abfurdities. It 
makes its God, and then ea,ts him. It teaches all its votaries 
to pray,' without either underftanding the words, or yet de- 
vout attention of mind ; to fad with a luxurious dinner of fi(h, 
wine, and fweetmeats, that Heliogabalus, and other choiceft 
heathen gluttons would lick their lips at.^ It cries up marriage 
for a facrament, and yet, at the fame time, bars its facred 
^lcrgy from k, becaufe it will defile, them. It boafts itfclf to 
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fcc the fole keeper and interpreter of the Scriptures, and yet 
avows, that they are corrupted and unintelligible ; and fo at 
once proclaims her own perfidious negligence, in not- prefer- 

■ vine the facred oracles, and her monftrous uncharitablenefs, in 
not giving us an authentic explication. It pretends an infal- ' 
lible knack of deciding all controveriies, yet cruelly fufFers her 
brats to fpend their time in»endlefs quarrels; witnefs the 
brawls between her Francifcans and her Dominicans, her Je- 
fuits and her Janfenifts, her moft Chrittianand mutt Catholic 
doctors. v . 

We may therefore call it a rope of find, held together 
merely ky interelt and force: a Babel- building, erected by di- ' 
ligent Fraud, and afpiring Pride, upon the plains of drowfy 
Ignorance and eafy Credulity, and cemented not only with the 
tears but the blood of thoufands of innocents; a devouring 
monfter, begot in the dark by an inccfluous mixture of Impu- 
dence the fon, with Ignorance the mother ; fuckled by Phocas 
with the milk'of rebellion and blood-royal, and rocked to fleep 
by Pope Boniface in the cradle of an univerfal bifhopric, where 
doting monks fung luliabies to it with a multitude of lying le- 
gends and feigned miracles. The French ufurper King Pepin^ 
and his fon, gave it a new coat, and Pope Illldebrand taught* 
it to go high-lone, and trample en the necks of emperors and 
kings* It was always very fond of babies to play with, and 
cried and Scratched mbft filthily, till it had got pictures and 
images fet up in churches, which, from layiren , & books, 
quickly became their gods. The ichoolmen provided it rattlet 
of diftinclion, anti abundance of elder pop-guns, to divert itfelf* 
and amufe the world with. The conventicle of Trent found 
it lick of the rickets, but, applying altogether the Italian phy- 
iic, fet it again upon its legs, though with a head fwelled big- 
ger than before: yet, ever iince, it hath been languifhing in 
a confumption ; to palliate which, 50,00c fathers of the focicty 
, are always bufy, with cordials and paint, to keep up its fpiriti 
and complexion. The diet ir delights in is aurum potabile, and 
the blood of martyrs: the Inqui-hicn is its right leg, and fophi- 
fry its left ; and, with theic two fupporters, it b^ltrides the 
world. " 

To exprefs its eflence and "full latitude in one word, you 
tnuft call it Anti-Chriftianifm, (whether you take Anti to fig- 
ni fy againft, for, or in/lead of as the Greek tongue hath it ; 
or whether you take Chriji to denote peculiarly our blejfed Sa- 
viour, or, more generally, his vicegerents, or, more largely, 
his faint t or catholic church, who all enjoy the undtion of the 
Holy One) : for, as this mock religion mod impudently pretends 
its Pope (the greateft rebel and enemy to God and Chrift under 

heaven) 
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heaven) to be Vice- God, or Chrift's vicar or lieutenant iipba 
earth ; and, that he has a plenitude of power, in Chrift's ftead^ 
to rule the univcrfal church ; under which forged commiffion,' 
and kind femblance, nothing can tend more againft the perfon» 
honour, merits, offices, and whole gbfpel of Chrift — nothing* 
be more derogatory to the juft rights, and veneration due to 
fovereigp earthly princes — nor yet any thing be more perni- 
cious to, or deftru&ive of fincere Chriftians, than his triple- 
crowned traitor's doctrines and practices — —For Popery, by 
its do&rine of tranfubJiantiation y v. ill have the body of Chrift 
to be without the properties of a true body ; and con fluent- 
ly, taking away the human nature, it denies the perfon of our 
Mediator; It invades his riy*/ office* by afluming his incom- 
municable titles, by undertaking to refcind and make void his 
laws, abfolving man from his duty to God, by difpenfations, 
and from the penalty which fin hath made his due, by indul- 
gence : fo Bellarmine tells us, " That the Pope hath a power to 
** make (in to be no fin ; " and the council of Latcran, «* That 
" the Pope has all power over all powers, as well of heaven 
" as of earth." It blafphemes the prieflly office of Chrift; 
whereby* at one oblation of himfelf, he fatisfied for all fin ; 
Heb. x. r i. i John i. 7. ; for, as if the fame was infufficient, 
Popery appoints an innumerable company of fhaveling priefts; 
whofe daiiy bufinefs is pretended to offer up Chrift afrefh, as 
a propitiatory facritice for the quick and the dead, in their 
wicked and idolatrous mafs. It alfo undertakes to purge away 
fins by other medicines befides his precious blood ; and fets 
up a multitude of other mediators and iriterceffors. It oppofes 
Chrift's prophetic office^ by adding a multitude of tradition* 
and inventions, as neceffary to falvation, to be received with 
the fame reverence as the word of God. It exalts itfelf above 
all that is called God in the world ; for its Pope crowns and 
uncrowns emperors with his feet* and treads upon them as one 
would do upon a viper ; takes upon him to depofe kings and 
princes, to give away their kingdoms, to diftharge fubje&s of 
their allegiance and oaths, and to juftifjr their rebellion againft,' 
or afTafiinations of their fovereigns. 

To fpeak truth, Popery is the debauchment of all religion ; 
for, by fubltituting itfelf under the Chriftian name, it hath 
fubverted the innate fenfe and worfhip of the Deity, and main-, 
tains tenets, and impofes practices* which the wifer fort of 
heathens always blufhed at ; *and, at the fame time, it hath 
fuppreffed, and depraved, and counterfeited divine revelations; 
fo. that, the principles both of natural and revealed religion 
being thus corrupted, it makes its profelytes but fo much the 
more the children of wrath than they were by nature ; for (he 
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hoodwinks their underftandings, degenerates and fears their 
consciences, and lays wafte all morality. 

Her defign is not the promoting of Chrift's intereft, (for 
that is apparently proftitu£ed), f but the fecuring and aggran- 
dizing of a.fa&ion, which, under the profeffion of Chnftiani- 
ty, might be falfe to all its realities. Her rule is the corrupt 
inclination of depraved nature, to which they have thoroughly 
conformed their pra&ical divinity, which eafeth men of duty, 
for which they have an averfion, and clears the way to thofe 
fins to which they are difpofed, as though there were no need 
to avoid them. Thus their principles are more pernicious, 
]t>ecaufe more taking ; becaufe men will quickly like that 
religion, becaufe he. loves, his .fin, and will, it is to be feared, 
follow both* though he perifh for it eternally. 
« She hath hy various methods deftroyed (as much as in her' 
lies) the credibility of the .Chriftian religion ; as, \fi. By 
making men to neglect and flight thofe facred oracles, which 
contains firm demonftrations of its verity, and to rely, upon the 
vain iandy pretence of her infallibility for the certainty of 
faith.. 2<#y, By obtruding upon the world her fabulous le- 
gends, and lying miracles, which to every rational man ap- 
pear to have been only delufions, and rank impoftures. $dly % 
By rendering the gofpel itfelf unworthy of acceptation, as fhe 
hath .modelled and depraved it, through her abfurd, fuper- 
added principles, idolatrous worfhip, grofs fuperftitious rites, 
jand innumerable ceremonies, no lefs various in themfelves, than 
burdenfome to the obfervers. 4*M'> By reducing our whole 
duty (upon the matter) to certain, unreafonable, fervile fub-. 
miffions to her haughty avaricious clergy, and by refolving the 
terms of eternal happinefs, finally, into the benediction or good 
pleafure of. her vile fulfome priefts. 

• So that take her fyllem together, and I fee not how either 
Jew, Pagan, Turk, or other infidel* can honeftly entertain the 
Chriftian religion as (he teacheth it ; or, if they mould fo em- 
brace it, how far they would be gainers by the bargain. 
. In. the homilies of the church of England for Whitfunday 
you have this character given of her, " That the church of 
" Rome is an idolatrous church, not only an harlot, as the 
" Scripture calls her, but alfo a foul, filthy, old, withered 
" harlot, and the mother of whoredom, guilty of the fame 
* c idolatry, and worfe than was among the Gentiles." 

Popery in itfelf is the vileft tyranny that ever Heaven in judg- 
ment fuffered, or earth inpatience groaned under : that of Dio- 
• nyfius and Nero were but flea-bitings to it : they only challenged 
a defpotical power over people's perfons; this aflumes an incon- 
trollable dominion over their very consciences and fouls ; and is 

3 M framed 



• C 45* 3 

framed entirely for the befooling, enflaving, defpoiltng, and 
corrupting of the laity, and the enriching and aggrandizing 
her priefthood, who* with the fupple hams of a flattering hy- 
pocrify, fir (I feem to adore and deify, but, as foon as they 
nave gamed their point, do really fpurn at, and trample, upon 
all fecular dignity and authority? for (he affumes atf arbitrary 
power to pi iick up and deftroy all governments, when it is for 
her purpofe. 

But ftill, a fine convertiency or umbrage of religion (he i» 
to thofe who will live by the rules of none, and an admirable 
colour for ambitious princes to enlarge their empire to the 
prejudice of their neighbours, and pretence of advancing the 
Catholic faith, and to deftroy their own people for God's fake* 
whenever they (hall have opprefled them fo far as to<fear them^ 
and as ready an engine to excite fub}ec\s to rebellion againffe 
their lawful fovereigns, as oft as they will not dance to the 
meafures of fc the Vatiaan. , » 

To conclude: As every religion con fi ft 8 of do&rine, ttor-» 
' fhip, and difcipline, fo the dodtrine of Popery is ignorance and 
error ; its worfhip, idolatry and fuperftition ; its difcipline, 
rage and crueky : whence fitly doth the Holy Spirit, in facred 
writ, defcribe her by thofe three titles, the falfe prophet, the 
*tobore 9 and the heaft; falfe prophet* for her teaching, and en- 
forcing errors ; whore , for her idolatry, gaudy drefs, and mc- 
ritricious paintings; and beafi f for her ravenous and favage 
cruelty.- 

To conclude further : She is the diferace and grand impe- 
• diment of the gofpei, the overthrow or morals, the perpetual 
difquieter of civil ftates, the deftroyer of Chriftians, the fcandai 
of infidels, and the peft of the world : which, therefore, all 
mankind are, obliged both in honour, confeience, and intereft* 
by all lawful ways to oppofe, and wifh and heartily pray for 
its extirpation from the face.of the earth; which, for the com- 
fort of all that fufFer by and under it, and to the terror of all 
its abettors, (notwithstanding their fubtilties, or violence, to 
fupport what Providence has doomed for deftfruction), (hall af- 
furedly, in God's due time, be accompliftied, and the kings of 
the earth Jhall burn her 'with fire. Amen. * 
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No. XXXI. 

A Seasonable Warning by the Commljjlon of the General 
"Affembly, concerning the Danger of Popery *. 

EdMurgh x Auguft 19, 17 13. 

WE the nun liters and elders, met in the Commiffion of 
the General Affembly of. the church of Scotland, ta- 
king to our x ferioii8 consideration the inveterate malice of £a* 
pifts againft the true reformed religion, and their retUefs en-, 
deavours, particularly ac this time, to ruin the Proteftant in- 
tereft in Britain and Ireland; the great multitudes of % their 
priefts, and other emifiaries, now trafficking for carrying on 
this pernicious defign in feveral parts of this country, whereby 
many are already perverted ; their fetting up optnly in divers 
pi ace 8 their idolatrous worfhip, notwithftanding the penal 
laws which ft and in force againft them, and of her Majefty'a- 
royal proclamations, and what the judges have done in their 
circuits 5 and the-r behaving themfelves with as great infolence 
as they have ever fhewed fince our reformation from Popery, 
And likewife confidering the bold attempts of other adverfa- 
ties to our prefent conftitutiop, both in church and ftate, who 
do openly in our chief cities, and through the whole country* 
promote the interefts of a Pretender to the crown, who haa 
been educated in all the maxims of Popifh bigotry and French 
tyranny. And we beiag touched with a jutt ,and deep fenfe 
of thefe dangerofus evils, do judge it our duty, from the zeal 
we owe to. the glory of God, the prefervation of our holy re- 
ligion, the fafety of her Majefty's government, and the wel- 
fare of our country, and in pursuance of the truft committed 
to us by the laft General Auembly, to give' this publfc, fo- 
Jemn and ferious warning to all ranks of perfons, of the im- 
minent danger which doth arife from fuch pernicious practices, 
not only to our pure and holy religion, but to our civil right* 
and liberties. And therefore we do earncftly obteft ail good 
Proteftants and lovers of their country, that they look dili- 
gently to themfelves, that they be not deluded by the fubtle 
devices of a Popifh and Jacobite party, who fb manifeiflly de- 
fign to bring U6 under the yoke of -the faid Pretender, and 
thereby to deprive us of thefe moft valuable bfeffings, which 

* This Warning is adJed here, as bdng well known, and much regarded 
in England, at the time of its publication j which is «n undeniab c inftance 
of the church of Scotland's ardent zeal for the Proieftant fuwceifion, whendc 
Wis in the gre«tcft danger. 
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the great and gracious God did fo remarkably reftore unto us 
by the late glorious Revolution. .- » -» J 

To prefervc the members of this national church from being 
impofed upon by the cunning artifices of fuch enemies, we 
befeech them to advert how deceitfully many of thefe, who 
are notorioufly difafxeded to her Majefty's government, do, : 
with great appearance of zeal, efpouie and promote the cere-* 
monies and liturgy of the church of England; a yoke which 
neither we^nor our fathers were able to bear, and which this' 
nation would never fiibmit to, even in the times of prelacy ; 
but although the Jacobite party do now fo earneftly contend, 
for that form of worfhip, to impofe uport and ingratiate them- 
felves with the church of England, and to ftrengtheri' them-- 
felves under her protection, their zeal forme Pretender is fuch, 
that they generally omit the prayers in that liturgy for oar 
fovereign Queen Anne, and the illuftrious Princefs Sophia, 
upon whom the fucceflion to the crown is fettled ; which fuc- 
ceffion we cannot but efteem to be, under God, the'greateft 
fecurity, not only to the Proteftant intereii in thefe lands, but 
alfo to the reformed churches abroad ; in whofe fafety we arc 
confident that all good Proteflan'ts will find themfelves deeply 
concerned, both in point of duty and intereft. " ' * • 

It is alfo very common with that party to make a great out* 
cry, efpecially at diftant placec, where the matter is- not fa 
tvell known, of their having fuffered grievous perfecution,' 
merely becaufe of their being of the Epifcopal perfuafion. 
This is another of their artifices, to procure unto themferves 
the more favour and countenance from others, whofe protec- 
tion they abufe, to profecute their malicious deligns againft 
the Revolution fettlement : but this their clamour and noifc 
is altogether groundlefs ; and* bleffed be God, we can appeal 
to the confeiences of all who know our cohduft, that we have 
never fince the late happy Revolution in the leaf! returned the 
feverities, and unparalleled 'cruelties, which we met With when 
they had the afeendent; and which we, from their prefenf 
temper as well as their former behaviour, may reasonably con- 
clude they want nothing but power to renew againft the mi- 
nifters and members of this church. 

Moreover, that they may dimiriifh the juft averfion of the 
people of this land to' the Pretender, and engage them to his 
intereft, they *db artfully fuggeft, and with the utmoft confi- 
dence afTure them, that were he once advanced to the throne, 
he would procure the diflblution of the union. But we intreac 
all perfons to confider, that whatever be the incohveniencies 
and dangerous confequences of the union to our civil intercils, 
or the grievances of this church under it, againft which laifc 
1 "• •• • .. l . . '. bo,^. 
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!>ot}i the Commiffiori and General AfTembly gave folemn and 
iaforiable teftimony, particularly in the tenth a& of the Ge- 
neral Aflembly held anno 1712, entitled, " An a& approving 
" the representations and addrefles by the Commiffion con- 
" cerning the toleration and patronages ;" yet, to expect a 
remedy to thefe grievances from the Pretender, is a moft grofs 
del u lion, and a bait which we cannot think will catch any but 
fuch as are very fimple and credulous : yea, fuppofing there 
were ground, as there is none, to expect that the Pretender 
•would diffolye the union, if he fliould come to the throne, yet 
fhat could not be at all a fufficient compenfation for the dread- 
ful train of the far greater evils of tyrannical government, 
and the abominations of Popery, which we could not but meet 
with, if a perfon of his principles and education mould be ad- 
vanced to the fupreme authority. Any remedy that can be 
looked for from him would prove fo much worfe than our pre- 
fent difeafe, that we cannot but be confident, there is none 
who have any juft concern for our religion and civil liberties, 
which ought to be deareft to us, as Protcftants and freeborrf 
Scotfmen, will fuffer themfelves to be deluded with fuch an. 
abfurd and enfnaring infinuatton. 

; We find it neceffary alfo to guard people againft another 
artful contrivance of the Jacobite" party : thofc of them that 
profefs to be.Proteftants, that they may the more' eafily en- 
gage people into their meafures, do frequently declare, that 
they are for a Proteftant fuccelfion, and with great a durance 
advance, as a thing to be relied upon, that the Pretender hath 
declared, or will declare himfelf to be a Proteftant : but this 
is ah artifice fo grofs, that it can take with none who do con- 
fider, that the Pope doth difpenfe with the faireft profeffion of 
the Proteftant religion, and the moft folemn oaths to maintain^ 
it, for advancing that helliih design of extirpating the Prote- 
ftant religion, under the opprobrious name of the northern 
herefy ; and which all Papifts, by their cruel and bloody prin- 
ciples, ar£ obliged to endeavour to the utmoft of their power, 
upon pain of damnation ; and like wife that a prince who is 
a Papift at heart may the more fecurely and eafily work the 
ruin of our religion and liberty, when his defigns are covered 
with the maik of a Proteftant profeffion. Such, therefore, as 
are impofed upon with the fond and groundlefs expectation of 
the Pretender's being a Proteftant, and would thereupon in- 
truft him with all our valuable concerns, muft needs bewray 
the greateft ' ignorance of the principles of Papifts, and the" 
many obvious inftanccs of their diflimulation ; nay, bring up- 
on themfelves not only the brand of weaknefs and foolifh cre- 
dulity, but the heinous guilt of treachery to God, from their 
^* incx- 
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inexcofeable running into meafures which (9 manifeftly endan- 
ger our h*ly religion, and the happy conftitution of this church, 
founded upon, and agreeable unto the word of God. 

Wherefore we do with the greateft earned nefs recommend 
to all the mtnifters of this national church, that they endea- 
vour by public and private inftru&ion to imprefs the people 
of their rcfpe&ive charges, with a due fenfe of the evil of' 
Popery, and extreme danger thefe lands would certainly be . 
brought into, of being overrun with it, and ruined with 6p- 
preflion and tyranny, if ever the Lord fhould for our fins per- 
mit the Pretender, educated and confirmed in tlie Popifh reli- 
gion, and inftru&ed in all the principles of arbitrary govern- 
ment, to bear rule over us : and we do ferioufly exhort all the 
minifters and members of this church, to teftify all duty and' 
loyalty to our only rightful and lawful Sovereign Queen Anne, 
and a zealous concern for the Proteftant iucceflion, fettled up- 
on the moil excellent Princefs Sophia, Ele&orefs and Dutchefs 
Dowager of Hanover, and the heirs of her body, being Pro- 
tectants: and we judge it proper at this occafion to put them 
in mind, that this illuftrious princefs is the grand- daughter of 
King James the Sixth of Scotland, and Firlt of England, by. 
bit daughter' the Lady Elizabeth Queen of Bohemia, for whem 
and her childreri our worthy predeccflbrd did publicly pray in 
their churches, and whofe hufbaod was defcended of a family 
which was remarkably zealous for the glorious work of refor- 
mation, and who himfelf did endure great trials of affliction 
for his (led fad adherence to the Proteftant tntereft. 

When we therefore confider, how much both our prefent 
and future fafety, under God, doth depend upon that family's 
fucceeding to the crown, and how necefTary the preservation 
of that fucceffion is for the Security of our religion and liber- 
ties, and of all that is dear to us as men and Chriftians ; we 
cannot forbear, at fuch a juncture as this, to excite ourfelves, 
and all of our communion, to teftify, as bleffed be God they 
have hitherto done, a firm and fteady adherence thereto, un- 
der whatever discouragements may happen. And in the bow- 
els of our Lord and' Saviour Jefus Chrift, we do ferioufly ob- 
teft and befeech all ranks of perfons, to hear the voice of 
God's difpenfations to us in thefe lands, and to humble them- 
selves deeply under the many fad caufes and tokens of the 
JLord's anger, to prepare to meet <>ur God by turning unto 
him with all their hearts, by unfeigned repentance and refor- 
mation of life, fleeing to the blood of fprinkling for reconci- 
liation, and making known our requefts to God with all pray- 
er and fup plication in the Spirit. That he would continue, 
ftrengthen and perfed what he has wrought for us, difappoint 

the 
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the defigns and hopes of a Popifh and Jacobite party, prtffefve. 
the happy conflitution of this national church, fancYify and 
remove our prefent grievances, and teach us to profit by all 
his difpenfations ; rthat he would profper and blefs our fove- 
reign Queen Anne, direct her councils, and profper her go- 
vernment ; that he would preferve and maintain* againft all 
its oppofers, the Proteftant fucceffion in the houfe of Hano- 
ver, and eminently blefs that illuftrious family; that he would 
give wifdom to all ranks to underftand the times; that he 
would pour out a fpirit of love, of power, and of a found 
mind, upon minifler6, that with one heart and moitfh they 
may ftrive together, in defence of the doctrine; worfhip, and' 
government of this church, as now fettled; that he would 
blefs them with, ineeknefs, wifdom, and zeal, 4 ' to avoid all di- 
vifions that bring a fcandal upon religion, endanger our con* 
ftitution, and expofe us to the fcorn of our enemies, and give 
them advantage over us 2 that the Lord would give to all of 
ns to reflect ferioufly on the many troubles which have afflict- 
ed our Zion, and to ihun carefully all thofe fins which procu* 
red them ; that he would keep up in our lively remembrance^ 
the great danger our religion and liberties were in, when in 
his infinity goodnefs he furprifed thefe nations with the late 
happy Revolution, a mercy never to be forgotten, without thd 
tig heft ingratitude to God, and the greateft injuftice to the 
memory of the late glorious King William, which ought al- 
ways to fee favoury %o all good Proteftants ;, that he would 
enable us to make a right improvement of that gofpel-light 
and purity which we now enjoy, and work in us a temper of 
fpirit fuitable thereto ; that he would make ferious godlinefk 
andChriftian charity to flourifh amongft us, and give all ranks 
one heart, and oae way to fear him, and keep his command- 
ments always ; that fo our gracious God would dwell in our 
land, and that it may be well with us, and our pofterity af- 
ter us. - ' 

The above-written warning and exhortation having been 
read at fundry diets of the Commiflion, and fully confidered, 
was this day voted and unanimoufly approved by them. And 
they appointed the fame to be forthwith printed, and copies 
thereof to be fent to the^refpective prefby teries ; and recom- 
mend to them to take the moil effectual way to publi fn thtf 
iame to the feveral minifters and members of this church. 
Subfcribed by 

William Wi$hzakt k Mo Jr. 

Jo. Dun das, 67//. EccL Scot. 

FINIS. 



.As the author had no opportunity of reviling the {Fleets from 
the prefs, the reader is defired to correct the following 

errata: 

. Page 6, line 8, for appears read appear. P. ib, 1. *. fr»m the foot, for 
lad r. bafe.i P. 18, 1. X4, tor difguife r. defpife. P. 3x, I. 4 from the foot, 
fur inde r. ifle. Ib. I. 3, far fee. x.fsn. P. 51, after Lewis of Bavaria, 
for emperors r. emperor. P. 51, 1. 3 from the foot, for Hinemar r. Hint, 
mar. P. 58, I. X3, f or. Mezerag r. Mezeray. P. 61, 1. 6Y for Alexander 
r. William. P. 03, 1. 8, for Fortunes r. Fortunatos. P. 6*4, I. 1, after 
her r. faith. P. 66» 1. .13, (or fttat V. fait. P. 68, i, 18, for tampered r. 
cramped. Ib. 1. 5 from the foot, for particulars r. particular. )P. 6p, 1. 
14, for roc^/5 r. rochets. P. 7.1, 1. 7. tor ra*«j r. Nocens, a contraction 
for In no c ens, the Pope on whom the epigram was made, called alio by the 
name Cibo. P. 75, 1. x from the foot, for fontevraula t. Fontevraulx. 
P. 80, I, is from the foot, for commend r. command. P. 89, I. x€, for 
for this purpofe r. in this place. P. 101 , 1. 4 from the foot, forCaJlrc Palas, 
r. Caftro Palao. P. 108, 1. xo, for Levain r. Louvaine. P. ixj, 1. 17, 
for third r. fourth. P. 135, far Dei r. Del P. 140, I, 4 from the foot, 
after field infert and -when they could not. P. 148, 1. 4, before arrived r. 
jPeter Scar amp. Ib. 1.. n, for Helot r. Ho//. P. 181, before thai r. fo % 
P. 199, 1. 7, for profefs r. pejfefs. P. xco, 1. X3, for kr. <z/. P. xxo, 
1. 5, for arguments r. argument. P. 149, 1. x$, for fwearer is, r.fwearers 
mre. Ib. 1. 30, fpr theje r. it. P. 320, 1. 6 from the foot, for leajl r. 
lajl, P. 351, 1. 6, after attempt r, aw</. P. 367, 1. 9 from the foot, for 
make a thorough -work to remove, r. thoroughly remove. P. 390, 1. 3, for in 
r. to, P. 4xx, I. x, dele -k//k«. • „ 

In 9. 153 the afterifk * in the notes is ufed inftcad of f, which belongs 
to the text of the preceding page. 

Betides thefe, fome literal and leiTer rmftakes occur : the marks of quo- 
tation are fomctimes improperly placed, ib as to leave qut.what ought to be 
included, or fhe^ contrary, as in p. 49, 119, xxx, 138, &c. all which are 
referred to the dikernment and candour of the reader. 



